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THE CHILD'S PICTURE AND VERSE BOOK, 

COMMONLY CALLED " OTTO Sf^CKTBR'S FABLE BOOK." 

TruiaUled bj tSkwr Homn. 

Wood, 67?.*? 
Square la—- *"' *-* »"— '- -I 



WiUi Freocl and O 



]« piigw, And iUoalTAted vltta 



"OftD Gonktcr'a UloatntLoDB bb 
well ealdUaltfd to pleaae childieD ; 
some by Ihet Irnth. otben bj iheir 

■ kisdlir ipiiit— aoBi* aij, gomE ebim- 

wUcb ougbc iHT?r to be out of llie 
ear ol such h vrite tot the Terr 
lOung. Mn.Howitlhu,laaatDnb 
iitng this book, done K good de^ with 
a good j^nee." AUtenmum. 

woA which iH excfipdiogly populHr 
in Otnuny. II is ■ nirt of lkblc> 
book, iulinidRl noloniely lor chU- 
dren. It is <rrlltsii In ■ iljie tdiplcd 
to their t^apicLty, and everywhere 
locukitei kindly neHngg and lound 
BOTallijr. The original German la 
rirea, with tranalatloiu both into 
BniHah and Piweh. Erery Utde 
■twy la emb^IiAed with a well' 
eieeoled woodent, and the tolome ii 



UU. ed. boarda, jlU edfes. 



•■The 



!lebrated fable -book 



the dialinniial 

SpeekleT^ as En^iah dreaa. or 
rather aaa /"ifcigW, h«>lug ibe .ersea 
in Oerman and French, aa well aa in 
IbeEn^.h 




i(a of Natoral Hlatory, and aa 

- ttrfaefteneh •__ 
angpiagea." Walcitiian, 



fctfctfr JtecifaH. 



torea aromid him, and they reply i 
a pleaatint etialn. The great ment 1 
the book islheabaeneeof allprelei 
alon; nothlngcanbemOTeslmpleaii 
nttunl thaa M the {iecea, uid yel 
ther are periaded hj a retbiea atmt. 
They conelllate tendeneM and ho- 
laanily for the btot* oreUlon. and 
de^ reapeet forthe wiadioiD aodcood- 
neaa of Him who made then, without 
the alighteat brmaJlty. Mn. Howitt 
haa rendered the Teraea with dalltht- 
tol ease ; and aa ibe haa j4aead Ibe 
Oetman text aad a French veraion 
opposite the Bngliah, the book may 






■ poem. • • • Itiaa 
y priient, and ia Btfai- 
mty of the poema, Ibe 



THE UFE AND ADVENTURES OF 

JAC K OF THE Ml LL; 

ommiml; culled " Lord Othmlll ," created, tor his emiDent Kirtcea, Btron 

Wildeck ud KolgM otKitcotti?; K Rnilde atOTy. 

Bl WILUUI Edwitt, 

•ols. foolKap Bto. with « IlInstntiDiu on Wood by O.F. Busmr, lit. clath. 



the juTenite portUm of the commu- 
DitT, tnd adapted to tbeit eaiiKrit;. 
Mr.Howittpoueuei thehanp^biBck 
of accommodaling; hinuelf to the 
TDUthAd mind; anil there can be no 
qneition that bli ' Jack oC the Mm' 



"Notlilaff can exceed the Iruth and 
freahneia vith which he paiata the 
OOBotry hKmlet, Ihe rural common, 
the aheltered hut. and the cultlTated 
fam : (he Ipotts and pleaaurea at 
Tlilige 70uth, and the bomelf com- 
forts «ud enjoyments of the old and 
youngaioongif ourcctt^ers, farmers, 
and jeomon. Some of^his deactip- 



'•■lackof theMiil' we ihall no 
be aurnrised (o dnd canied the cEr 
cuit of the kingdom, and whirled b' 
the acclamation of a million foullifu 
voices to the tonmoBt heiehta of nopu 
larilr." . 

the writer piajfuliy dt 
a pleased UH r-— •■ ■" 
leat oddity, u 

■ke^hei of rura. >weii«y, ^ .eu ^ 
lbt> ciaractets of the parlies intro- 
duced to Uilmalp, are drawn with 
much fldeUlj and spiriL" 

" Viiid descriptions ofruraiaceiiery, 
ancient CBSIki, and anllqualed baro- 
nial halla. mixed up with the mogl 
romanticandstitrini adventure, con- 
atttulE the staple of llieee spirited and 

•• • Jack of the Mill' is a wonderful 
fallow, ami performs many marrcl- 
lons deeds, iji which he is as often 
■ucceseful from his ingenuity as from 



Thia'flreslde story, or 'hatch-up,' 
playfully desienates it, 
has pleased us much. The hero is a 



lated Willi all (he simplicity of Deft 






and the leader glides' 
of the second volume wicnout a wisn 
to toy (he work down till he arrirBS 
(here." John Bull. 

"In every respect fully equal to 
any of Ihoaa highly popular works 
with wbieh tlie anthor tuu alivady 
ft.Tonred the pnbllo. It la a tale of 

Kwerfol and thrilling interest, (old 
that peenliar Myle, so remarkable 

nus, fi^ which MrflfDwitt hu hitlw*r- 
to been lo eminently distinguished. 



became. Lord Othmill, is a i 
derful character; he acci 
feats of ingenuity and ach 

ti^re ach ot'ordinary moi 
les are j_J'°jJJ^"^^] 



imipilsh^ 



whethe 



]g against I 



he has fallen 
ther he is cout . 

whether he is dghtlng L.Q 

—In all cases he comes off equaUy 

book as one would like to take up of 

rain is falUng and the wind whistling 

"Uow Jack deals wiSaban™f 

uTopliant fashion of the Oil 



^Mr"" 



„^^ ^._^. hidden fu 

leas in search of a bene, 
t son, meets with John 
makes one of the party 
. end lothe^hortible vif- 

thte'day)— how 



lismanOed to 

'-"'— " "rfSj I'sdy,— is told by 
lib a spirit as unflagging 
ag^n a t>oy, and suffl- 



honoi 



of open mouthed listeners, 
improbable, which, as has 1 



There 



WANDERINGS OF A JOURNEYMAN TAILOR, 

TliRnigh EUROPE ud tbs BABT, during the Yem ISH to 1S40. 
By P. D. HoLTHiDi, from Wndahl In W»tph>IU. 



. ! is ■ Toiu of hununiT In him ; 
tnd hf aj-muthiMa— vldch ii t gr«l 
""^ter^with hlft own (Wbdltion of 
A mu mlclit lU tiDH-leind 
1 centan. uid (kD to da uirtUng 
so uB«rai, cteper, ud entert&ln- 
u good HolDuua'i lup oF hii len 
enmbled him hen 10 uoompliali. 
lecommend hla uK«sb<a Utile 
k to the reader. Mr. Howltl'i 



"Be hu mTtned Oennanj, Po- 
ind, HuDguy, tnd WiUuhiaieiend 
liiBeai guedvithprol^iiianil delight 
in the Tuiad eoitamH in Conatsn- 
tnople ud Aleusdilaj ucendadthe 
41)e: cUmlwdIhe PyrunUi; dodged 
h? BedDulm; kneeled u a pUgrim 
in the UoIt City ; stood in adorition 
on Mount ZIod; cut a w&lklng-click 
on Mount TtlMri nubed in the Like 
of Oeoneitrfth: slept b; the side of 
the Detd S«; hrsTed the robbers 



ulem. Hla description) of sll tlieee 

the eipreislon of his feelings simple 
and natuml." OHiic. 

"lie hu icrambled aroon)()l the 
Klephtes. played with tlie Neapolitan 
■harperfl, broUEht home a plJgrlni'i 
cerliflpate from the Holy Sepulchre, 
3 out his appointed Uais in qua- 

Is, and, In short, la a tailor In ten 
isand, to nhom the worM should 

Excepting Holmin's narrative. 
Is perhaps the most remarkable 
li PTcr published. There ii much 
elf in the lijrht.bemrted wanderer'! 
'ilptiona oiforelgn life and foreign 
..jtett among the mlddlii^ and 
poorer cIaiki seen under a new and 
cnrtoui aapeet. The translator baa 
Uthfnlly rendered Ida peenllaijliea 



Iw singular el 
actu Jy Min'i 



I of no or. 
Blaledvi 



ind. Tbe 
esofllol. 
1 absence 
□1 affectalian; and in hii ityle there 
Is a truthful slmpUclty foreign to the 
wGTki of prolteeslouil and amateur 
louiiati, and admlrabl; pieaerred in 
the Iranslallon; while the charm la 
increased by the dcscrlptlaoB being 
of places and people iuaceeaalbtfl tr 



wlthee 



and ladies who 



■ vul^r saying, for he ia 



matter, and altogether unlike what 
Is met with in the dc»^riptlon9 of 
DtdinaritraTBUEn. H canhardly tail, 
we think, to be popular." JakaBiiU. 
" The book is curious aadeicribing 
the actual rambles of an operative 
throughout vartoas canutrles of Gu- 



dependioi; for the grillScaliou of his 
ChiaiAai' Edinburgh Jai 



"Most of our tailor^ wandennn 
were performed on foot, and through 
dang«9 and difflculllea enough to 
upalthe stoutest heart; but amongst 
Ihe wolf-haunt«d foreala ot Hungary, 
the murderous Klephtei of Grceee, 
the horrid 'ermin of the eastern 
Haani, languishing in the hospital, 
or bi'Onacktng in the rocky rsiine* 



NEW SKETCH OF EVERY-DAY LIFE: A DIARY. 

Togethst nith STRIFE 
By pKIDUKt Beihh. TransUtaih]' Mi 



beT art kaotrn. Of ill ber worki, 

, _oiie hu chinned ns more thsn the 

rlrtQe.wMchanl- bnndful atoryor 'Strlfc undPnce.' 



^icteriaed hy a he^thFi 
TigOritiM tone of iWoe, w 

natoud itredgthinu : ind, 

truulitoi lenuala, nukes Min Bre- 
mer's irriUngi > blming whereret 

TRALINNAN: 
AXEL AND ANNA, THE H FAMILY, ETC. 

" ~ laa, Truulited bj M*ST Howttt. 



,* This poblicHtloii complete! tbe an 

GERMAN EXPERIENCES, 

Addieucd to tbe Engllib, bdfh Ooen Abiaad and Btayi 



iUht'i publlibed woika. 



THE STUDENT-LIF 

Froni tbe CnDDbUsbed ] 

By Wiiim 

Medium tdo. witb 84 Wood Eiigra.! 

■ 'Oemun (tudect-liTe bus < 

iti Ijdffbtei aide and pleaaHJi' 

"- -3 '-^-idiBiin. its 






nateiial to form & veij (sfflrlent 
lotion of Gminaii (todent-llfr.'' 

" StDdem-Ufe In thli eoratinben- 
-kve toTTD is H>iiiethinr Bpan-jiew for 
the&Dgllflh; R^f in the ntgmeTitary 
->-'■ :hei of BnglMi touitsti. nil wu 
w highMl imee eituental, 
mdentood, ana thoni^my dlt- 
id. ItwMnareelponnit. Tbe 
yoaiue 0«rmiui ■eholor vho hai ftzr* 
niihSi the MS. to " 



no fleUon} hu uqnilted 

nouT^ end UtratUy ; „., 

fenture Is trantleii ; oothlng tbut li 
bUmeworthy u piuBed,;thoiu|4i mnob 
ig softened and eieiued; tttg Jads' 

■ noble spirit r the conplete lyslam 
of Oermu eODoatiira u ihly dls- 
pkiyed, and, M a vbote, nothtng eu 
be man IMi-Uke and aeenrate. To 
' 'wripdeaaie added, tiy Howttt, 
tneeeaatiil tramlattoni of the 
celebrated nudent^ongs, vtth 
in and pLonofbrte aceompani- 



Atfgevitinf Zvltwig. 
of fiin I'le're wt hate those of the 

**" ° "" " 'nw Tina. 

•• Willism Howitt lias glTen proofs 
of abillCica toTarious >mf successful, 
that he couli not fail to gather fresh 
ftuits foi as, and additional laurels 
for himself In a new field. We re- 
joiced, therefme. at Ws temporary 
abode in a foreign land, and ne are 
not disappoinled : the ground that is 
now broken in the heart of Europe 
by one oftbemostpopularoT Bugllsb 
wrften gt^ea pmraise of a rich hai- 
nn. Hr. Howitt has here done the 
public nod serrlee by pteserrlng a 
menottid of iDcb peculiar ways of 
Hfe, that are fast rewsUug ftom dall]' 




IMPRESSIONS 
OF AUSTRALIA FELIX. 



KCoo^le 



"Here you bare Fort FhilUp depleted b 
tbonn^ly d«peiid- Hy brotJier. from wbow 



lui who li ]iid«peiid«Dt In ndnd mid cliu«(er 
a Jolnod hlnusfr lo »ny political p»rty. bot a 
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AUSTRALIA FELIX, 



FOUR YSABBI BEaiDENCE IN THAT COLONy : 



^otrs Of a VoSBBc IS^unti tfir KBotOi; 



AUSTRALIAN POEMS, &c. 



BY EICHAED HOWITT. 
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TO GODFREY HOWITT, M.D., 



DbAH BitOTHSB, 

On the same couch in infancy did we, the yonngest of six 
brothers, sink to reet; in the same quiet oM-feshioued English 
Tillage were spent together onr happy schoolboy days ; and in 
oar father's fields, than which none are more delightful, did 
Nature first snrprise me into poetiy, whilst you she fascinated 
with her insects and her flowers. 

Together did we cross the immense ocean which now sepa- 
rates us ; looking at the same time on the almost entirely new 
nature of Australia, amongst the wonders of which you still 
reside. To no one, then, coald this volume be more appropri- 
ately dedicated. 

Great was the change from the old land to the new for both of 
ns ; to me greatest. Society such as yon had reragned received 
you — the refined, the intelligent, Books, intellectual converse, 
these, with my customary drees, were relinquished for the home- 
liest garb, to perform the humblest duties, and to contend with 
the commonest cares ; adapting myself austerely to one undi- 
vided purpose. To you it is known how to my new vocation 
was devoted my whole heart, and with what results. The Port 
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VI DZDIOATIOM. 

Phillip past is a pftinfiil reality, and the future as painfal an 
nncertainty. With new means, new opportunities in a new 
land, or where there onght t* be such, it yet depends on our 
British Oovemment, on the British heart, on its nobility and 
generosity, if not its justice, whether joa, and, alas I how many 
others, have only exchanged one coantry for another; substantial 
good and imaginary e^il, for real evil and imaginary good; on 
these it depends whether or not yoa are to look as in the old 
land on the future with all the anxieties of a parent. I trust it 
may prove otherwise. 

One poem in this volume will remind you of the pale high 
forehead, thon^tful countenance, dark eyes, and dark and cnrled 
hair of one, by whom on shipboard it was recited with no com- 
mon SMt, For him, with deliverance and rest, the angel of 
death waved his wings over youi IhreBhold, as once before, to 
remind ns that, — 

Beside the etenuj ooeui we an dreimen ; 

We beai the billows whiapeiing eYermore; 
We see Gut bula vilh their deputing BtrsBmen, 

And lanelf left, pace aidlj on the shore. 

With ardent solicitude for the prosperi^ of Australia Felix, 
notwithstanding what those who think &laehood can serve any 
cause or country may deem otherwise ) and with the moat anxious 
aspirations for your well-being, and not for yours only but theirs 
who make for yoa home, brightening it with many forms of hap- 
piness, I present to you this volume. 

Yonr affectionate Brother, 

R. H. 
NotHngham, FA. 20, 1845. 
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We promise to onrselTes naay pleaBUit and profitable adven- 
tures in the world, which turn ont in the acting, not ao very 
advantaeeone, or felicitous. The Wimmera and Yarraine in Six 
Thomas Mitchell's Australian Expeditions, werefine riveTS flowing 
throngb a rich country : and in oar day-dieams, fonr of as were 
to purchase on one of those streams a square mile of land each. 
We ahoold have, we decided, as much back-mil for cattle and 
sheep as we desired. Two of us were to be located on each side. 
Bridges we were to construct, honaea to boild, and roads to make, 
associated vnih a world of strength in such union, in the moat 
congenial fellawahip. We touched the land, and these air-caatles 
vanished. Land so far up the country was not sorreyed : and 
special EorveTH there were none until afterwards, as there are 
none now. The spell which had bound us together was broken ; 
we were scattered to the four winds of heaven : some to different 
lands. Change fell npon us ; dispersion, darkness, and in some 
instances, death. 

What a lesson it wonld be, how fraught with entertainment 
and instruction, coald we, without violating the confidence and 
conrtesiea of private life, reveal to the reader, the whole eventful 
bistory, the disquietudes, the vexations, the losses and disappoint' 



TIU FBEFAOE. 

ments of a abip'a cargo of emigrants : is fact, ihe fartnnea of all 
thoBe who went with qb in search of the golden fleece ! 

Britain has dependencies, children more than twelve tbousand 
nulea off, for whom the home-kindness sends out occasional snits 
of comfortable clothing : yet which uofortimatelf, constmcted 
without occorate Icnowledge of the size of the persons, do not fit. 
Then onlj think of the nncomfortahleness and destitution 
endared whilst vast voyages are perfonning to and fro : that 
oflen twelve months most elapse before any inaccuracy can be 
rectified ; and of llie consequent colds, fevers, ogue-iits and con- 
Tulsions which take place. Such is the situation of our Anstra- 
lian dependencies. The Special Survey System constructed for 
Port Phillip, and the Uniform Price System, were suits which 
did not fit, and were ordered to be hung on a peg — or l^d aside 
in the colonial government wardrobe. 

The Convict Assigimient System'did not fit : the Probation suit 
was to supersede it, but it did not fit ; and once more the Convict 
Assignment System, turned, altered, and newly trimmed, is 
worn, restlessly and with abundant anathemas, by van Diemen. 

Adelaide, Britain's fair Australian daughter, had a fever—and 
the cure cost us 160,000^ 

Other and as deadly injuries have been inflicted on Australia, 
by Whited Sepulchre Emigration Books. I allude to such as 
the " Twenty Years' Experience of Australia ;" " Australia 
Felix" by a former editor of the Port PAiWip fios^Se, and num- 
berless others. In many instances these cheap delusions — some of 
them to be had for sixpence— have cost the purchasers 20,0002. 
How many people, alas, totally unfit for the task which they 
nndertook I have returned, ruined by such delusions, and have 
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spread widely throagh society a EaLae idea of the land ; vhilst 

maoy others, on&ble to retum at all, hare in ilieir letters done it 

a like injofitice. 
But as it regards ray owa book — 
Walter Savage LandoT has said, that " laboni bratifiea i" snd 

it may follow, if I have not laboured excessively, that the weight 
of the axe and the plough have posaibly imparted a little of their 
heaviness to my pen. The holiday-writer, more of a looker-on 
than a worker, has here the advantage of me. I know it is not 
well to remain too long on the outakirts of civilisation, in the 
valleys and on the plains. That there is a purer atmoaphere on 
the higher grounds : in the bracing air more amplitude of intel- 
ligence : a more energetic character of healthfulness for body and 
mind. Nevertheless the age ia an active one, is a worker, and 
may sympathise with me. Had I been more of an artificial 
being, more aocial than solitary, the reader had found in this 
book more of bostelries and coteries, but less of that out-of-door 
companionship of nature which moulded my tastes at home, and 
haa attended me abroad. In this there may most probably have 
been both loss and gain. 

Moreover, truth ia unaccommodating — a stately walker on 
highways — not permitting any of that wandering in by-paths — 
none of that erratic divergence so natural to travellers, and so 
especially refreshing to poets, ever ready to luxuriate themselves 
in open spaces, and green fields : 

" in fnwh fields and ptBturea new." 

Fiction, like the pope, is more liberal of her indulgences : any 
exaggeration is by her perraitted for effect. Hers is the whole 
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wealth of light and shade — the fine free hand, and the matiter]; 
touch. The hard ontline softens before her ; the fonnol relaxes ; 
and over the most disagreeable objects hanga her vei], how 
gracefollj ! Her satire, and sprightly sallies of malice, aie 
irreMBtible. Alas for truth, the awful — the reverence-exacting — 
and for me. 

In conclnaion, t muat present my thankful acknowledgments 
to O. A. GKlbert, Esq., of Melbourne, for the original picture of 
the Dance of the Port Phillip Natives, whence the lithograph at 
the commencement of this volnine is taken. 
ffotiinghmn, 

Febrvary 21, ISii. 
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"Are we, too, amongst the Arcadkusl" Sigh we t« keep 
sHeep in the beantifal wilde of AnEtralia Felix ? 
" By aweet riven, to wtose fells 
Sooty ^1a Bing mtdrigaJfl ? " 
Ib it not enoTwh that two brothers have already travened the 
vast wilds, the savannas, the prairies, and foiests of North 
America ; that one of them jet feels in his constitution the 
effects, after twenty years, of privations and fatieaea then and 
there endured ; and that the other, smitten wiu brain fever, 
moulders in an alieii grave in New York 1 Are the wishes, the 
prayers, the anxieties of oar parents in their extreme age nothing ! 
No; all is in vain; some fatality, like that which impelled 
Robinson Cmsoe to go to sea, in spite of entreaties, forebodiiui, 
and presentiments of disaster, urges ng to this voyage, Undeluded 
by the Bcene-painting in emigration-books, nnfascinated by the 
felicitous name of Australia, the beantifal and ^lappy ! my 
brother, the physician, his brotheis-in-law, J. and R. a,, and 
myself, have decided on emigrating to Port Phillip in Aus- 
tralia Felix. 
^WhAt we promise to ourselves ia briefly this : the Doctor is 
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anxiong for a more galabriona climate to improre the general 
health of his fainily, but more especially, ifposable, to nave Ihe 
life of his eldest boy, to whom one more English wialer woald 
be certain death. As a naturalist, also, he has dreams and 
ex^tatioDS. He expects, mareorer, to better his condition, 
ralionalW I hope, in Uiis world's wealth. The last considera- 
tion is, 1 believe, the sole inducement his brothers-in-law have 
in qnitting their native country. Mine, with none to care for, 
and nncored for, neither doing myself mnch good or harm in 
England, in a worldly point of view ; 1 who, 

" bolli miin and boj 

Have boen ■ dreamer in the land ; 

Contented if I might enjoy 
The thing) which othera andenumd : ** 

I expect to slip the time not unpleasantly, to see and hear some- 
thing new, to somewhat expand my mind, and to enrich it with 
novel imagew. 

Never hod any one more boldly developed, saj the phienolo- 
gists, the oi^an of locality ; someuiing then must be endured in 
qoitUng England — the home of onr heart, the fountain of our 
intellect, the source and foundation of our moral being. 

The sepatafion is past. We have seen London, " that mighty 
heart," probably for the last time, as it was the firet. London — 
the one city of the nniverse — thehomeboth of the living and the 
dead — of sages, poets, and statesmen — peopled as it was by the 
past and the present— haunted by the immortality of Milton and 
Shakspeare — by all that is greatest in thought or act — everything 
sublimest and most majestic of the ancient world seemed there 
concentrated and perpetuated. — A Chatham, a Nelson, a Bnrke, 
and a Gbldsmith^these names, and how many others ? have 
consecrated it. A noble and a &moaB city it appeared to them 
—they were proud of it ; yet they, little as they seemed in their 
own estimation, how have they shed a golden splendour upon it ! 
Pacing its streets, the common pageantry of wealth and fashion 
were its dull realities ; to me more real was its world of heart 
and intellect — the unseen, yet ever present. Thus, in the one 
city, I seemed overpowered, so full was it of old and living 
memories. Rome, Athens, and Jerusalem — these were no longer 
in ruins — here they and Ujeir races had mora powerfoUy and 
beantifully sprung up ; Loudon, to me, was a city made out of 
many cities ; and its sonl — the Divine human spirit— -had there 
invested itself with the light and grandenr of all earth's greatest 
in all ages and nations. No wonder that Borne, Oreece, and the 
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Holy City iUelf, and their visitation, seemed now a diminntiTe 
ambition. 1 saw London with exnltation, and passed away froa 
it with pain. 

Here let me warn persons of sanguine temperament, who are 
at all made of excitable stuff, not to wander much abont, seek- 
ing out the most delicious spots in their catire land, if they are 
about to emigrate, especially in spring and autumn ; at which 
times England is a paradise ; but to shut their eyes and ears, 
and dash right off for the port. Merry England i» stadded all 
oyer with old mined caatlea, on breezy eminences ; many throned 
amooBst roclu of savage sublimity and amongst hoary woods. It 
has also rich abbej'B and monasteries, splendid in fiieir decay, 
embosomed deep in green valleys, haunts of delicious quiet and 
seclnsion by lates and rivers, amidst scenes of the most bewitch- 
ing beau^. How grand, too, are its venerable cathedrals, min- 
sters, and churches, many of them the most magnificent speci- 
mens of architecture in the world ! It is sprinkled also with 
nnmberlesB quaint old rural villages and farms ; overshadowed 
by, or sleeping amongst, grave woodlands. Moreover, go where- 
ever you will, its localities are famous, rich in lingering tradi- 
tions, imbued perpetually by the spirit of the past ; it is full of 
history and poetty. Forget all these, good emigrant, and make 
right off for your ship. 

We have ourselves endeavoured to do so.* And now the pests 
of emigration : — the leave-taking, the packing up, the nnisaDce 
of custom-house and custom-house officers, and the diy-as-dnst 
weuiness of dockyards and jetties, the lumber of chests and 
packages — thanks to patient endurance, ii all over. 



EMBARKATION AT GRAVESEND. 

Augast 30, 1839. — We have left London for Qravesend by 
the steamer, 30 miles ; and, for us an uncomfortable beginning, 
it has rained most of the way. We have seen Greenwich 
Hospital ; a place that does honour to our country ; where, 
after life-long wear and tear, many a jolly old tar has cast 
anchor for the last time, and in a ^ood port too. There let 
them spin long and tough yams, enjoying themselves to their 
hearts' content. 

We left Gravesend about noon for the ship, lying two miles 
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lower down the Thames. Onr companj and luggage filled^ 
almost to OTorflowine, two boats. 

AuffuttSl. — We left our bertha at half-past three o'clock, 
A.M., ToaE^ by the tremendona swearing 'of the Hnily old pilot, 
whoVas on deck areing the Beamen on. Thej were preparing 
to weigh anchor ; all haads up. For the novelty of the thing, I 
make ooe of them. 1 do as &b otheis do, as a learner shoold, 
seize a handspike, fix it in the capstan, and work at intervals 
for more than on hour ; cimnsy, as a land-lubber is snre to be, 
but by degrees learn what 1 am about. The anchor is raised 
after a great deal of hnny and hubbub. The binff old pilot all 
the while stalking about, hoarsely (pving directions. When the 

anchor is raised, part of it slips back. " D the fellows ! " 

roaiB the pilot. " Ye, ! " cry the sailors, heaving at it. All 
soon right again. Now all the seamen aie on the forecastle, 
tu^ng, one after another, at the cable, to raise the anchor yet 
higher np, singing in unison, " Cheerly man, cheerly man, 0, ye, 
O j " A chorus veij pleasing to us, who heard it for the first 
time. Now the anchor was " fished np short." 

We have set sail at half-past five. After sailing down to the 
Nore, the wind blows hota the south-west, quite contrary ; we 
are, therefore, compelled to cast anchor again at eight o'clock. 
We lie at anchor all day, the wind blowing fresh ; and towards 
night very fiercely — quite a gale. Began to feel queer, ate no 
dinner, and took very little tea. Diffly rather, but not sea-sick. 
The ship rolling with a most uneasy motion. 

Seplember 1, Sunday. — Some old sportsmen on board have 
token out and examined their guns, thinking of to-morrow — now 
nothing to them ; yet they may be tbinking of shooting excnt- 
sions in Van Diemen's Land, or Port Phillip, some six months 

The Zady East has passed us this morning, bound for Cal- 
cntla. She is either more daring, or better able to rough it than 
we, for oar pilot won't stir a jot. 

It b wearisome to be thus weather-booud in the neighbour- 
hood of land. Are the winds unwilling that we should leave 
onr native land 1 Are they a little like us 1 It mav be so. 

It is rather consolatory, after all, that the Lady Eaet has only 
passed us a short distance before she also is compelled to cast 
anchor. There she may lie and dream of her destination, the 
East Indies, 

At noon, there was a ciy on deck " The Britith Quaeit! " 
Starting up and mahing to Uie ship's side, there she was going 
by us with a direct asd graceful motion, in despite of wind and 
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tide ; proving her pie-eminence otst our weather-boond thing. 
Out Bhip ftcd its movemeatB, in comporiaon, seemed t« belong 
to A loug-sgo condition of things — to systeina and agee oatwom. 
I felt as though I were in some extinguishine comet, that was 
half slambering in the ashes of its decay— and here wa« spumg 
np a new world. Why, the British Queen will go to America 
and back before we are at Madeira.* 

For B month gone bf, (he vinds 

Seemed u thej would blow no more ; 

Now thej rvBh out hurly-burly, 
Just to keep ub At the Nore, 

Septeatitr 2. — We were awoke at fonr o'clock, a.m., " all 
hsaaa aloft ; " the wind dying away. Men all busy again 
weighing anchor, and singing as before, " Cheerlj man O ! cheerly 
man, cheerly man 0,ye, 0! And now, at seven o'clock, we are 
cntting away before a brisk wind ; the snn glittering on the 
water very pleasantly. 

W"e cast anchor in the evening between Margate and Rama- 
gate, in eight fathoms water. 

S^tember 3. — Weigh anchor, and make sail at eight, a.m. ; 
wind favourable, S.W. by S. Changed in the afternoon. Beat 
to windward nntil four, f.h., then back ship and anchor in the 
Jpowsa. The day has been delicionaly bright and clear ; the 
water heaving and dancing gracefally, and ghttering and flashing 
in the son. 

We saw clearly the coast of France, with its white chalky 
clifis, corresponding in appearance with the English shore of 
Nortb and South Foreland. 

There is a fine reach of coast, almost crescent-shaped, from 
Bamsgate to Dover, with the town of Deal in the centre. The 
chalky cli^, and long strip of brown sand below, washed by the 
sea, looked very beautifol. We sailed past Dover, and repassed 
it, being compelled to tack about through contrary windf. We 
had, consequently, a good view of the Castle, the neighbouring 
• conntry, the clifla (reminditig us of Shakipeare), and of the town 
itself, snugly embosomed betwixt two lofty headlands of preci- 
pitous cliffs. The day was, as I have said, very delightful. The 
hue expanse of varionsly coloured water, the sprinkling, almost 
innmnetable, of vessels, large and small ; the French shore, seen 
with great interest by us for the first time ; foreign ships, French 
and Dutch, near us fishing ; the undulating and rich expanse of 

• This she ictually did before ve left the Chuincl. 
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English scenery, studded with gentlemen's seats in the distance, 
with the North and South Foreland light-houses near the ahora ; 
these, added to the animation on deck, the grouping, the chat- 
tering, and light laughter of the passengers ; the singing and 
boBtle of the Bailors, from time to time reversing the sails ; the 
cheery breeaness and brightness mingling wilh everything ; 
each and all conspired to make the place and time very inspint- 
ing. Yet, after aG, we are in the evening only advanced tnirty 
mues on our voyage, retumiiig, as I said before, to cast anchor 
in the Downs. 

This day at noon the pilot left us. For two days past, four 
stont young fellows with a boat had been lingering about ; 
sometimes near, and sometimes on deck, in the hope of convey- 
ing him ashore ; so that, when the persona ofGcially appointed 
arrived with another boat, loud were the threats, fierce the 
menaces, and desperate the contention for the hononrable, or 
rather the lucrative ofQce ; nor was it terminated nntil they 
had spent considerable time chasing, intercepting, and sailing 
along-side each other, patting each other bacK with their oars, 
grappling each other's boats; with nplifted oars and fists putting 
each other's skuUs in jeopardy. We long expected the boats 
would he npset, whence drowning might ensue, if they did not 
in their frenzy till each other before. After we had been kept 
long in painful excitement, the pilot selecting his boat, they 
went off in dangerous companionrfiip ; both rowing strenuonsly 
together ; both raising sail together. When fer off, we beard 
plainly their loud vociferations ; and the roogh-voiced old pilot 
louder still, trying to quell tie storm with oaths. I think he 
could seldom have been out in rougher weather. Such scenes 
may occur often — to us, however, it was new. 

Seplember 4. — Wind contrary all day : and we are in the 
same position. 

SeplemberS. — Thedaybeantiful. TheBea,and vicinity of Deal 
tempting ; consequently a party of ns go ashore. Range about 
the coast, boy a few things in the town for the voyage : dine : 
some of the party get drunk ; and to complete their folly, make 
the watermen, who have to take ns hack to the ship, dranE also. 
The wind freshens, the tide is coming up ; rolling in long ridges 
up the sandy shore. We attempt bo put ofi^,get the boat filled again 
and again with sand and water ; but finally succeed in leaving 
the shore with the loss only of many things which had been 
purchased to make the voyage more endurable. So much for 
onr thoughtless party and drunken watermen. 

Sqitetnber 6. — Another heantiful day; another day of' ' 
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themwlveg with Bbooting at a mark ; others a 

le aahore. If time h&Dgs heavily apou them now, the^ 



9 Mr. Oibson. Iliere ia one of the crew 1 feef 
mach interested in, a fine uiloT-bo;, a fumer's son, the stup- 
apprentice. He is the very beaa-ideal of the ship-boj. He 
hiks good features, and a fine intelligent countenance. He 
baa beeo well edoi^ted too ; ii fnll of hope, uid expects some 
day to be a cqitajn. If, as Milton says, " The child shows the 
man, as morning shows the day," he will be one, and will then 
Qank himself the greatest man in the woild, except the captun 
his master. 

Amose myself the neat of the day with writing versea, amongst 
them these 

8TANZA& 
The Doble ide befbue m, 

Our ftitheri from thar lint reeeiTed, 

And hoped we ^suld receive. 
Id man; a plefisam Iwmlet 

They mm Iheir lives »w»r, 
Cmlm men and n^, from youlli te age. 

And then their bonei decay. 
Beyond their native homeiteada 

Their thoughts would aeldom range : 
The BeBSont in their fleetnew 

Seemed all they knew of change- 
Weekly their old helle chiming, 

'Hidat Sabbath niuMne ble*t. 
The living led amongat Out dead. 

Where now dieir aahee reaL 
Sweet hemea of endleaa quiet, 

ThoK churchyardi hoary giey I 
Where ilnmber lice in deepeat gram. 

And ahadoWB rest alway. 
Onr ftihers' tails an ended,^ — 

Alaal their children mun. 
O'er land and ouiii, a ^grim tiun 

To seek sn alien bpme. 
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In mw]' a lonely region 

The dwelling ud to tuh ; 
Or in the dea of nvsge men 

To wear out wotul dsje. 
Few — few into their Tutive Und, 

Stetumingf Ahall be bleat ; 
Shall find the true, the ftod and few. 

And with theii fathere rest. 

Seplemier 7.— In the evening tie wind has frediened, and at 
nine o'clock blows a gale : obliged to cast oat another anchor. 

September 8,^The second Snnday on board. The breeze 
pleasant : the day bright : still adverse winds. These are 
entirely owing— credit it, considerate reader l^to a very simple 
circmnstance : one of the paaseDgere has thrown overboard a 
black kitten, and the sailors are full of consternation about it. 
Eve^thing that happens out of course is referred to it. The 
winds have been contraiy ever since : they were before, but that 
is not thought of. The last anchor was broken ; this, too, is a 
portion of our hlack-cat-diowmiLg calamity. Seamen are, 1 find, 
verv snperstitiooB. On the base of the fore-mast a horse-shoe is 
nailed to keep ofF witches. 

September 9. — A day like the last; winds stiU adverse. Ovet^ 
heard the sailors talking and swearing about the black kitten. 
They were bnsy prophesying fresh calamities. 

September 10.— The sea very calm ; and all the seamen bnsy 
weigning anchor, and making sail. No mosic now in "Cheerly 
man ! " most heartUy sick of it. How soon we have grown 
ont of our sea-childhood ! Wind scarcely a breath. We just 

Srceive the ship move. Doctor Johnson, didst thou not sa,j 
at if thon roust go to prison, it shonld be to Newgate, and not 
to sea 1 0, learned Doctor, yoa had been on ship-board, and 
thos evinced yonr wisdom by such preference I The day veiy 
clear and warm. The wind gradually getting up. We again 
pass Dover, with its fine clifis-— celebrated in song by poets, and 
one sweet poetess, Mrs. Hemans. 

We see in passing some small villages on the Kentish coast. 
Nothing we see but is English, and that makes us feel that we 
are Englishmen. Wind yet contrary ; and to have come twenty 
miles has cost some trouble ; yet here we are betwiEt Dover 
and Dangeness. This is the first night that we have not come 
to anchor. The wind being more favourable we aail all night, 
and leave Dnngeness far behind. The sun went brightly down, 
leaving a beaal^^ sky. Bdiiud ns the long range of chalky 
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cUfis tovanb Dover was veiled half way down with fleecy misU, 
such as are seen frequently in CDmberUnd and Westmorlaiid. 
As the night set in a thick fog enveloped na, so that the mist- 
hom had to be blown every ten minntes on the forecastle, to 
warn othet ships of onr whereabout, to prevent na ranning foul 
upon each other. 

September ll.-^The wind more favounible, but faint : the aea 
yet ve^ misty. The Branien Moor, outward-bound like ns, 
— and for the same portion of the globe, to Adelmde and Port 
Phillip — U joat 3-head. We crowd more sail, and come up with 
her. We sail cheerily in company nearly an hour. The two 
vessels draw near and nearer to each other ; we are next-door 
neighbours, and converse in a neighbourly manner. All of us 
are visible : eighty souls in the Branien Moor, passengers ; onr 
number for^-eight. 

The people exchange news, &c., nntil the ships get too near 
for each other's safety ; getting entangled in each other's idling. 
After some stir, the vessels are separated. 

During this meeting of friendly ships, as if to celebrate it, a 
little bird sang aweeUy aloft, first on the shrouds of our ship, 
then on the oder. 

TO A SINGIHO-BIBS ON BmPBOARI>, NEAR SHORE. 

Than happy bird, from ahip to ship 

Flit ligbtlj, bhlbel]' UDg ! 
A« when amid iLj natiTe woods 

In Mul-expuiding Spring. 
For many a year, the voice I hear 

Has cheered my native dell ; 
The thymy healh, the Holds beneath. 

The biook and mosij veil. 
ThyhappyBtraiuiaofa^me 

Wheu life had eodleas scope. 
For breezy joy without annoy, 

For Saiicj Bud for hope. 
A Ktng of WDodUnd naaODB, passed 

By lakes and riven clear ; 
Of days T spent by Mole and Tnnt 

With friends and kindred dear. 
Friends true of heart, the large irf' eoul. 

Whose Ihoaghts In living flov 
Shed Eden grace o'er many t. place. 

Both lite and long ago. 
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O, sQlj bird I and oiaet thou come 

With lulonatheHB? 
ArabitiouA bird ! be thy own land 

Saffident etill for thee. 
Try not tiie untried, wek not the unknown ; 

'Midst Ihy old friendg be ge.; ; 
SiDg but one sad and farewell Bong, 

Then luidwBid wing thy way. 
Cm nerer dwelt within a bniat 

Whence such blithe dittiei flow ; 
Nor wandering pain, b; Und and nmiD, 

That man i< doomed to know. 
The Und we love all lands aboTe, 

And frienda, do we reaigq ; 
Not fteely — nature ia thy friend — 

Hope, freedom, ifux are thine ! 
But thon, iwefll bird ! hut naught to iIiDn ; 

Thy aoul haa felt no blight : 
Well hut thou sung thy partiog ettun, — 

Now landward take thy fl^bt. 
For us — of ererj storm the sport. 

Impelled by wind and wa»e — 
On hasten we, &r lands to aee. 



TliB weather has been so hazj that we bave not seen tatid at 
all to-day. The mist-hom is every now and then blown, at 
noon, on tbe forecastle. The captain Ihinls it likely that we 
shall not see land again. 

September 12. — All nizht and all daj the Tessel haa been sailing 



with unhvoarable winds, and against the tide ; losing by one 
tide what it gained by the other. We were off Beechy Hea ' 
yesterday, and are eo to-day ; with only this difference — the i 
;..»„».s ^^A ^^^^ .*.^«> .^^ ....,.» ........ A^^^ r\iA L'....in..j t 



la gone, and once more we gaie upon dear Old England. Acoaat 
of chalky clifs and bare dark moorlands, nnenlivened, as £u: as 
we can trace, by ai^ villages. In the evening we had a near 
and distinct view of Brighton, of George-the-Fourth Brighton, 
of Pavilion notoriety. 

iSarfemiw 13, — We have this morning seen afar-off the Isle of 
Wi^t, hi^ and bold. The night haa been extremely rough, as 
I angnred from the wild dark maasiveaesa of the clonds— liark 
foreground with orange and crimson gleaming through — a strong 
contrast of dark and fright, such as Martin would like to see, and 
would imagine without seeing. A pilot-boat has been ont to as 
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from Portsmouth to learn our destination. Several of onr 
passengers sick agun to-day tlironsh the turbulence of the 
weather. We have here witnessed manj laughable scenes, 
owing to the vesBel's being all on one side, and everybody stag- 
^ring and holding themselves by anything or anybody that comes 
m their way. Everylhing in motion ; tins jingling, the dishes 
and meat topsy-tnrvy on the floor. We have to hold our plates 
that our dinners may not run awaj from us. 

September 14. — Well had it been for ns had we gone in with 
the pilot yesterday. Towards night the wind increased, and at 
midnight the sea was stormy. Add to this we were in danger of 
losing the ship and onr lives. Another barque, seen long enough 
by a light she displayed, before we met, came in dreadfnl collision 
with OUTS. Hitherto, when the sea has been rough I have lain 
down to rest in my berth without the least dread of dancer, but 
on this occasion a foreboding of some coming catastrophe |iept 
me from nndressing and awake. Others in the ship nad the 
same feeling, and aAer retiring to bed got up again. They had 
also an impression as I had, that we were aground. This sen- 
sation however was owing to the motion of the sea. About two 
o'clock the vessels struck each other, front to front. As it 
happened, fortunately, the captain, the other officers, the sailors, 
and some of the passengers were up ; occupied at the time taking 
in the sails, the wind being very rongh, and the ship lying very 
much on one side. When the barqoesmet, tremendous was the 
crash, stunning the shock, and it seemed miraculoas that both 
did not immediately go down. It is imposeible to describe the 
consternation and alarm of all on board. The rushing out of 



of midnight, of the captain and the crew : the hnrry to and fro 
of lights, home by people half-naked, brought out by the, to 
them, unaccountable concussion : the double darkness of the 
night, and of their rigging lying upon ours : the efforts on our 
parttoclear ours from theirs: the uproar of voices partly drowned 
in the roar and dash of the sea : the wild wailing of the wind : 
the rush of axes cutting away ropes and spara : with the recoil 
and thunder as the ships alongside were dashed against each 
other by the waves ; of these things no idea can he conveyed. 
And when we had got clear, we were sure to anticipate the 
worst : in fact, all expected the ship was injured irremediably, 
and that it and all were lost. This impression was evident on 
all countenances. 
Quick and eager was the look-ont foi planks and spars to save 
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ounelvee upon. Some got into the boat outside the poop, bat 
abandoned it jast in tiine to save their lives, it being immeiuatel^ 
swept awaj by the other vessel. 

The bowsprit, the cat-head, and cut-water, were also swept 
away clear. The captain with great presence of mind called ail 
hands to their duty : and " to the pumps " was the cry. But 
here, as it generally happens, something was out of the way in 
tlie confosion ; something waa also out of order and unusable, Bo 
that much time was lost before they were in active use. 

Being ready dressed 1 was on the poop early, indeed before 
the vessels struck, and thence witnessed the whole of the fearful 
scene — one that I shall never forget, and hope never more to 
witness. 

At length it was ascertained that the portion of the ship under 
water had suffered little injury ; and our captain witti great 
skill and promptness got the vessel into something tike order ; 
and all waited anidonsly watching for day. What a host of 
things had gone overboard to lighten our heavily-laden shi|>, 
]^ what confusion, and lumber, and ruin, and nakedness did 
the welcome daylight reveal ! Soon after dawn a flag was dis- 
played for a pilot ; and one at length coming, we entered Ports- 
mouth about 10 o'clock in a most forlorn condition. 

September 15. — What a contrast with a night of horrors ! how 
fresh and clear the breezy morning, with the Isle of Wight in 
fall and fair prospect : and then tranquilly havened in the 
harbour of Portsmouth. Mr. Smith, commander of the Branien 
Moor, who had sheltered here from the tempestaous sea, has 
been on board, and says we have indeed had a most providential 
escape, being as we were on a leeward shore ; total wrecks 
being in sach circumstances so common. 

Our fair enemy, or rather fellow-sufferer, is the Sophia, bound 
from London for Sydney ; carrying, like ns, Australian emigrants. 
We knew it was a lady, for the ship's figure-head, a wooden 
beauty, profuse of clumsy and square ringlets, was left on our 
forecastle, as was also a part of her bowsprit. 

Poor iSbpAi'a.' 1 heard her main and mizen masts fall into her, 

{'nst when the last ropes were cut which tied us together in un- 
Loly coramnnion, with a dreadful crash. She was a powerless 
wreck, her hull floating abont at the mercy of the waves, until 
found by an Irish steamer the next day and towed into London. 
iSfcofemier 16. — Traverse Portsmouth ; much delighted with 
it. Sea an old building in Portsea with a gilt bust of King 
Charles I., and a tablet under it inscribed, " After travelling 
through all France and Spain, and endaring many dangers both 
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by Be& uid land, he first landed at this port in Oct. 1633." 
liiia was after lua romantic love expedition to the courts of 
France uid Spain, attended by Buckingham. The peiili how 
TeiT light, compared with what thej were fated afterwaida to 
endure \ Backingham was assassinated in the High Street of this 
very town ; and CharleB, after contending against the adverse 
flood of many disastrous years, lost hia head for — if they were 
such — his poHtical crimes. 

S^itanbern. — Beflectingon themanlyconductof onr captain, 
I composed the following 



With B bnTs taptain did we bike 

Out Toyage towude tbc ocean-tide. 
Content with him bIow nj to mike, 

With mdveiw windi, through wilen nidi ; 
Confiding in biA a^l aa one 
Vfbo Icnev vhat belt to Beck, or ihun. 

We Btood by him in dapgei'*! hour, 

With deith'g duk iliwloiT o'er ua cut : 
And hoard him cry with conadoiu power, 

That he would aland by helm and miat : 
Unfaltering an deitmction'i brink — 
And aiil with her or with her aiak. 

By hil firm connge auccoured IhnI, 

We toiled our doubtful livea to aave ; 
We atood by him, who Hood by as. 

And Ood out liTcg unto u< gave : 
Aunrnl, who thui their tuka fulfil. 
Will make the beat of what ia ill. 

God prosper him, when'er he Biil I 

PropitJoDB galea around Um pliy ! 
WhiLit our good Ihongfati can nerer &il 

To watt him on hlBTentoroua way. 
And sproud thought 'twill be, that Ihna 
We loUed with him, who thou^t for u* ! 

Septemier i8. — Whilst the ship is refitting, ve take many 
pleasant walks in Portsmouth and its neighbourhood. Amongst 
other subarban places we vimt Kingston, once a separate village, 
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now a portion of Portsmouth. In' the chnTch-y&rd it was that 
the bo£eB, brought hither in wagons, of the crew of the Rtgtal 
George were buried. On one gravestone, a very fit embtem of 
the sailor's life, is represented a vessel tossed on stormy waves. 
It reminda as of Spenser's lines : — 



19. — 1^ brother William arrived from Esher, in 
Surrey. With him 1 visit the fortifications of Portamonth in the 
forenoon. In the afternoon we go to Oosport. Thence we take 
a trip in a st«amer to the Isle of Wight. Ryde, with its long 
wooaen pier — quite the town promenade — is a delightful water- 
ing-place. How gay are the town and the pier with parties of 
fo^ionable people ; how fair and numerous our most elegant 
and loveable English ladies ! To leave England never seemed such 
folly as now. What madness to leave the many and one ! My 
mind was boued all day imagining the homes, sylvan ueeta, 
paradises, of all the fair creatures we met. Then I thought, in the 
poetry of the " State Trials," how 

in the neighbouring Isle 

The woods of Binstead eWe u &ur « pile ; 

Where sloping mesdows fringe the shoreH with gieeu, 

A riv«r af the ocean rolls between, 

Whose murmurs, home on sunny windi, disport 

Through oriel windmts, and a cloistered court 

O'er hills so fair, o'er terraces so sweet. 

The sea comes twice each day to kin their feet. 

And I was glad the old nunnery was in rains, and that order 
of things too ; that no more maidenly beauty and domestic 
happiuesB were sacrificed at its cold shrines. Tnose times were, 
and are, very poetical ; but young ladies look much better, mncb 
more healthfal and happy, out in the sunshine amongst other 
flowers, than in old pilgrim cloisters where 



" Yes," said I to myself " 1 would give something to know the 
domestic histories of many of these fair and intelligent beings 
who meet here to be scattered agun ; for to me the scenes and 
incidents of homely and elegant domestic life are of more 
engrossing intwest, uun all the national histories, called nott'onaf, 
ever written. 
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—We visit the Govemment Biscnit Mann&ctory 
e Aniij and Navy : Bee also the Victory, Nelson'a old 
war-bome, thesceneof his victories and death: alaotheQaeen's 
Yacht — veiy costly. We go over the Docks, and a ' ' 

.r, said tobe thelargest line-of-battle shipin the 
world, not yet quite completed. Here I composed a poem, called 



PATHIOTIC EXULTATION. 

A bmoue luid ii Engluul ! 

The biith'plue oS the bnve : 
By land, hj sea, the bold, the &H, 

With jo; once more I hul her,— 

And pace her itreetA once more : 
Eacaping Karcely otter wreck 

Vfoa a leewud shore. 
Through Ihia old citj fortified, 

I walk with heart elate : 
And feel mTSelf once more allied 

To all that "» good and great 
I elimh the Virtorj-"a ribB of oak, 

Where Nelsoa fought and bled : 
I lee llie ipot whereon he tell— 

The room which held faim, dead. 
Dear'England I what a place is this 

To stir a Briton'a pride : 
To think on all that thou haat won ; 

Besisted, or defied. 
To think on all thine empiie nat, 

Thj wealth by land and wave ! 
To think on all thoQ IQ thee luat 

Of fair, and wise, and braie 1 
And can inch gloiy have an end ; 

The language die we ipeak : 
"We who in uU and arms Burpaes 

The Roman and the Qreek? 
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Whilst Bomf, in Eden luida which bloomed, 

Hato deuTtA round them Bpread ; 
And Tulied sland the skeletons 

Of hoarj empires dead. 
Venice, with marble polacee 

That long decnj' withatood. 
Hod in her da; vast merchant iwaj*. 

Had wealth ami fbrtune good : 
But Chrietitin Faith for merchut gold, 

late ventuiing to gainsay — 
Even from that hour, her wealth, her power, 

Were doomed to wane away. 
Borne, seated on her seven hilli, 

H»d prowess and renown ; 
With wings unfuried, of all the world 

She won and wore the trowD. 
Amhitioui was she — haughty, coW : 

Loved Empire more than Man. 
Ood saw : and willed the,! all her any 

Should end at it began. 
Our country I when we think of these — 

For thee we feel tome fear ; 
Leet thou, like them whoi 



That all the glory of thy Spring — 
And thy long Summer's bloom, 

Should fede away ; and thou, as they. 
Prove but aa empire-tomb. 



And unto thee the nations looked 

Foi luceour in their fear. 
Nor vunly didst thou lead them on— 

Thy glory was complete ; 
The migbty conqueror, conquered, fell 

A suppliant at thy feet. 
0, be beneficent as Btiong, 

Blest isle I still help and save ; 
Then long mayst thou, aa thou doat now, 

B«lgn wide o'er land and wave. 
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' iS!9p(«mfi«r 31. — heave Portamonth with the " Visitar of Renuk- 
kble Placet " in s iteuner. Pan £;ds — Cowu — and thence to 
Soathumplon. Thence by railwOT to the city of ooi andeut 
Saxon IdngB, Winchester. A nobis old eity ; nill of olden-tiins 
poetical spirit. Kind-hearted, homely, pioot old fiaherman 
izaak WaltoB — thou author of " onr iweeteat prose pastoral !"— 
I stood by thy pave, in Prior Silkeatead'a Chape], in the Tsner' 
able Cathedral ! Iliat was aomething. We found that in 
Wiuchestor some good men had fitting moiianienla ; and that 
onr English David, Sason. Alfred, had no spot conaeerated to hia 
ashes and bit memory. Well, England is hia manaoleum, and 
his &me is hia best and tmivenal monnment, I ahoold not like 
to see him eqnestriao-statiied, aelf-nised, like one of om modem 
kings. I shall say nothing more of Winchestar, all having been 
said that ia necessary in my broQier^ " Viaits to lUnuikable 
Places." 

SeptBBiber 23. — I s^ain saw E]aher, visited once more Notting* 
homshire and Derbyshire, and saw for the last time my parents; 
one of them now, alas, nnmbered with the nnforgotten t&ad I 

Septemher 28. — When 1 returned to onr ship it was not yet 
ready to set sail, so on — ■ 

Septanber 29— -I walked nine miles, and pleased myself with an 
anamination of what was left to modem times of Portcheater 
Castle, with its hace desolate conrt* and haUs, its inunenae 
court-yard, and, well guarded from enemies \ij luid and sea, its 
fine large old Norman church and chorchyard in the centre. It 
was the Sabbath, and the rich tones of an organ issned from it, 
blent with Sabbath sunshine ; and we sat down midor the ivied 
walls in the cool shade, forgetfnl of all weariness. Day after 
day went by now unrecorded, anxions to be setting sail : this we 

Octcier 2.~-~Left Portsmonth at -i p. m. Workmen fansy : the 

ship thrast out to sea before she is ready, to save harbour dnea, 
and, perhaps, to be wrecked. The worWen return before we 
p^ the Needles. Much to be done yet before the ship is in a 
ship-shape condition, especially in her rigging. Many a rope, 
cut on the night of our disaster, yet unrepaired. Never mind, 
say the merchants : the vessel and cargo are insured, if lives ai 

not! Thev' ■■ 

October Z. 

About nine o'clock it becomes stormy. About half past nine 
there was a ciy of a vessel coming upon na mid-ships. What an 
outcry from our people ; theirs now perceive ni. Some on hoard 
give up all hope ; bat the brig rights herself, and drops by onr 
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stern — & hair's-bteadth euspe. Immediate joTfnl exclarafttiao 
of "All'a Well." As the ni^t adTances the sterm incieases^ 
' The wind blows what the sailorH call " great guns." All pos- 
■ible Bail taken in, bat the vetael Tolls and pitches tremendonsly. 
The captain confesses it to be a fearfnl gale. Were the tackle 
taat and trim it wonld matter little, but he knowa it cannot be 
depended on ; and, should anything break, we most be cast 
ashore. The gale is in oar teeth, ud we are compelled to goi 
with the wind. In this way we are driven W the tempest, from 
near Sddystone Light-honae back to the lale of Wight, fifty 
miles. Tae glass is ^ing to atoms : every attempt to stand or 
walk is perfectly Indicioas : and were it sot too awfal a time 
wonld fill OS wiui laughter. There is more slipping and sliding 
than at Christmas : more tumbling than was erer perfonned by 
monntebanks. ' Many a bnmp received now is not felt ontu 
afterwards. Every thing at liberty now uses it. The eatables, 
for which we have no stomach, are seen with as little remorse 
topsy-tnrvy on the floor, the dishea uppermost It is confuaion 
worse confounded, or chaos come again. The decks are over- 
flowed ; every thing is wet that we toach, and so are we. 
Thunder go tne waves on the bulwarks ; over they sweep, wildly 
and wide^ covering the decks. The sea is one dread pnoqihoric 
illamination, snblimely, beantifully grand : the very spiay tDia- 
ing to innumerable stars, all pearl over the ship. 

October 4. — As the day dawns the wind beonnes more gentle 
and regular, dying awav to a safe, fine, iree wind, driving us along 
about seven knots an hour, in the right quarter. The morning 
quite exhilarating. Very few in the vessel during this temble 
ni^t bnt have been sea-aick, illness adding heavily to the miae' 
ries of the time. 

October 5. — Nearly out of the Channel. 

October e,— Never dawned on land a day of more delicious pro- 
mise, never was fair promise followed by more happy perform^ 
ance, than on this beautiful " sabbath of the ocean ! 



Service for the first time on board. To be now regularly 
attended every Sunday. 

October 7. — A gentle breeze ; favonrable ; the bosom of the deep 
heaving gracefully as—the reader may fill up this vacunra for 
himBell— or with this simile : — 
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We sail sbcat three koots only. Six shipi in dght : afterwardi 
Two homaward-bonnd ; four or five going oi 



Oc^oier S.— TheskynearljcIaadieSBUidbri^t. The Ms genttr 
rippled — almost a mirror. Very cheering is the Tiaiting and 
companioiuhip of land-birds. They bring a pleasant home-feel- 



g with them. On Sunday a willow wren was with na nearly 
all day, flitting abont, below and above. Yesterday we were 
hoooored by a migratoij wheat-ear. To-day a swallow has bean 
ahimming abont ns. Very welcome it is, although silent. We 
only listen for its twitter to see old chimney-topa, hooses, and 
homesteads coma vividly before ns. The dormant history of a 
life awakens in the aong of a &miliar household bird, Sea-birda 
we see also : they belong to the present, land-birda to the past. 

The range of aea prospect ia less extensive than I had expect- 
ed, and less diversified with objects— ships, animals, birds, fish, 
&c. : bnt these may increase as our keel drives on more lately 
into the capadoaa deep. We are now in lat. 47° 04' N., long, 
BPaS" W. 

October 9. — Yesterday we saw some Mother Carey's chickens. 
To-day it is stonny. Wind against as till noon, then it changed 
in our &voiu-. Making famous way, eight knots per hour. 
More petrels seen. No ship in sight all day. Lat. 46^ 24' N. 

Oetober 10. — Again very stonny. A large qnantity of por- 
poises leaping and cntting throngh from wave to wave, round the 
prow of the vessel. A brig seen on the lee-bow. Very fiiint 
indication of there being such a thing as a eon ; the captain not 
able to take an observabon. 

A person observed to the chief male that it was likely to blow 
a gale l^-and-by. "A gale !" said he, "what ia it nowl" The 
uproarious jolly sport of the porpoises in the morning was pro- 
phetically malevolent, as though they enjoyed the coming of a 
storm forns. Lightning faintlv seen in the distance towards night. 

Oetotter 1 1 . — All the night has been stormy and dark. Every- 
thing capable of giving out soond, doing itsliest to entertain us. 
Not a pot or pan bnt must present na with its natural music. 
What a rattle, jingle, crackle, and splash ! Wood and water 
dash and groan. A confusion of all inanimate languages, ani- 
mated by the tempest. About two o'clock the wind was one 
overwhelming flood of sound — then suddenly fell a torrent of 
rain — and as suddenly all was still—the sails all lianging lifeless 
ronnd the masts. The wind had at once shifted into the oppo- 
site quarter. All cry aloud "the ship taken a-backl" — in a 
minnte, however, the wind filling the sails from the right quarter. 
The gale very strong ; to land-lnDbeis rather fearful. Daylights 
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very anxiouslj eipected by all of nB. A braht morning — too 
brisht — dawns on the gloomy and terrible darkness and stonn : 
a ^Tittering brightness u of rain. Rain, and a most Inminous 
rainbow — gold, purple, and Termilion — spanning the wild and 
moantainous ocean. It fades away softly as a dream : a daii' 
clond follows it : the wind again piping land — the alt cold : a 
- delnge of hail the consequence. All BtUl in a moment : the 
wind gone as thongh we had been drauning : again the old cry, 
" the ship a-back I " and again in a few minutes all is right. To 
know that the ship was taken " a-back," as seamentErm it, was 
a circumstance of terror when winds were strong, as Teasels are 
known to have gone down stem-foremost when so ntnated : so 
then, when we heard the ciy of " all right," we were snddenly 
retiered of a great hnrthen of apprehensioD. 

Now we speed alon^ pleasantly, eight knots an hour. Fine 
now and hreexy, the billows riding high, foam-cTested. Very 
■niraating sonshine. The sky all bright aznreor fleecy cloud. 

About two o'clock we see a vesBel a-bead, coming full sail 
towards as. Consequently she is tacking against the wind. All 
ia animation on biMird. The po<ro, the forecastle, the rigging, 
crowded with eafer expectants all anxiously lookiag on. The 
vessel proves to be a Belgian of about 200 tons bnrtheu. She 
Dears na, catting along like a f^rv, with magical grace and light- 
ness ; sometimes nearly hidden from us by the intarposing rising 
and &J]ing waves. Had the sea been less biLowy we should 
have spoken her, the captain getting out Ms trumpet for that 
purpose. She rode by us just out of hearing : her people busy 
as oars were with telescopes. Th^ would read our ship's name, 
as we tbeiiB, and report us in London, if she toacbea uiere — <« 
in Holland. 

The scene was novel and delightfal — the day bo brilliant and 
niirit-stining — there was annsnine in onr hearts— let us hope 
there was in theirs. 

How most anxionsly desired, and how full of pleasure itiran 
obtained, this meeting of ships on the solitary ocean I 

The whole of this day making good way, about eight knots an 
horn-. Opposite Oporto. Lat. 43° Iff N., long. 11° 20" W. 

Oelober 12. — A dawn partly bright, partly clouded — sli^t 
showers followed by a tmccession of the most brilliant rainbows. 
Wind brisk ; going nine knots an hour. I have been watching 
m idle moods the rich marbled appearance of the sea by the 
ahip'a side. The deep dark blue of the water broken up by the 
progress of the vessel through it into a lifter colouring,— black, 
with snowy foam : very beautiful. 
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B«70Bd All inMigin»tio» u Um alenca of tbe ocean 1 I Mim»- 
times go on deck at midnigbt when there ia nothing fteadfiMt in 
oar \nitiy world bat tlie atars. Far-ieaching and dresd is 
the IxKHn of mAWstic Inllowi, the sonnd At timea iAding hi off. 
We eiclAim with Bjron, 

"O Monu Mid dailmen, jo mre vondrout ■Crong V 
But to me more Atrong, and most parfeetlj al»alate, i> the deep 
and solitary quiet of the ocean. It seems to me that the nni- 
verae is listeoinc infinitely ; the atara twinkling lighU in the 
vsat temple ; wnil»t the dksh And welter of wavea indicate, 
as by A minnte-finger, the capacions going on of Ages of 
Eternity. 

Yesterday the first ahark waa seen. l^t. 41° 11' N,, loiw. 
12° 45' W. 

October 13. — Wind atill fresh and favonrabie. Yesterday we 
were opposite Oporto, now wo expect »ery ahorUy to pMS 
Portogal altogether. Stormi petrela more abuadaat. 

Commend me to a Jack iV for heartineai and frank joviality. 
We laat night gave Jem Coouey, one of our sailors, when going 
apoD watch, a glass of grog. He drank oni healths in a respect- 
ful maimer — then in a faceUaua manner ; and with a cheery cottn- 
lenauce, said he would give na a seaman's toast : it was this — 
" Here 'g to the man who eats his own plate, aleepa every night 
in his own coffin, and every day walks orer his grave." A landa- 
niAn would not at first nnderstand this. The aailor'a biscnit ia 
his plat£ — his hammock is his coffin—and the sea, over which he 
is perpetually pacing to and fro, is his grave. 

We are already past Portugal. 

Anollier veasel over the weather-bow. Furl out sails to come 
near her. She provea to be a French brig from the Mediterranean 
to Havre. Our cook, being a Frenchman, speaks her. She has 
few people on board, whilst we make a goodly show ; all out, 
old and young, all eager for Uie ?ight. The ship's name is Char' 
lotte Anguste. Perhaps our friends in England may now hear 
of ns. Our captain seta the seafaring French people higher in 
our estiniation for politeness and punctualitv than they wete 
before, and certainly we did not heretofore lightly esteem them. 
He says we may more certmnly depend on their good ofiices than 
on tiioae of our own nation j John Bull being too often careless, 
segligent, or forgetful. 

It is Sunday, and there has been service as before. The very 
ocean seema aware that it is a hqly time, for althongh the morn- 
ing was clondy, the son now shines npon us from the pnrest 
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azure — a diTine aftemoDii, The billows seem to hare checked 
half their roughnen — dancing and glittering in the bqd. 

October 14. — How rich, breezy, and Enmmer-like ig this day : 
foil of Rontherlv feeling. Called on deck to Bee «ome whales: 
two mthei smaU and one large. Wind fresh. Ten knots an 

Oetoier 15.— Wind rongh, bnt to compensate for a litUe tossing, 
in the right quarter. We expect to pass Madeirain the night. 
I hope not. The sea is to-da; more beantifol than I have ^et 
seen it. I coald watch it for honrs : how perpetually changing 
from monntain to Talle; — purely blue, and crested eveiywhere 
with foam. 

A Dutch barque has croBSed over to us ; some of our simple 
people said she was a pirat« ; but when our colours went up to 
the mast, hers went up too, and off she passed behind us away 
towards the east. 

Out ship is bearil^ laden ; sails conseqnently Yenr slow, and is 
to our frequent mortification left behind by other ships, ^le will 
not, to use Byron's words, 

" Keep pwe vilh our eipecMocy, snd fly." 

Now Mother Carey^ chickens get very common and familiar : 
whales, sharks, and sea-birds : terns, and Isrge, clumsy, black- 
rook-iooking birds — boobies. I^t. 3fi° 13' N. 

October 16.— The sea never looked more animated and beau- 
tiful than now : reflecting as it does the deep aznre of the 
heavens. We are driven briskly before the wind, and the ocean 
is blown into mountainous ridges after ns, dashing up high, and 
endii^ in ^eefs of foam. The deep blue colonr of the water 
and the snowy foam contrast well. 

This morning, at five o'clock, Madeira was seen to the east of 
us twenty leagues off, so that our hopes of nesring and touching 
there are at an end. This momine there was a birth on board, a 
son bom to Mr. Q. Oreeves, and yet there were enow of ns, 
unless we knew how, by humility and goodness, to maintun or 
add to the true dignity of hiunan nature. There are already too 
many of cs alw^s seeking for some paradise, yet wandering 
away from it. How strange] the new emigrant goes to Ana- 
trslia without his knowledge or consent. Well, ouier children 
do the same ; most of ns do so, who are full-grown children. 
Leaves blown about by the winds are we, yet we persevere in 
onr own wisdom ; deeming that we shape onr own destinieB, 
iriien nothing can be farther from it. 

Oelober 17.— Lat. 31' 32" N., long. IS" CS* W. The very 
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fineit dky we have had ; jat not exactly wiat we wuhad for. 
" O for & strong and ■tcnu; gale." to nige ne ODWxrd ! After ae 
ranch tune lost in the Channel, we never go fast enough. We 
this ereiiing had the most re^aident aonaet — " OI017 bejond 
all gioi^ ever seen." Wordsworth, who described, in Miltonie 
blank verse, "an eveniuE aonaet on the Lake," ahoold have 
Been this on the ocean. How ardently did we deaire that all our 
friends were with ns Just to participate with aa in thia vision, 
for we felt how ntterly poor would be either prose or verse for 
its description I How we watched silently its process, still 
looking apoB the west, whilst the time seeined to dilate itself 
hom moments into hoars ; onr eyes resting fixedly on the ieep 
repose of the clonds and the aky, rich with all hues — fading — 
fading into a calm and most lominoDa mooulisht 1 To have seen 
rads, so wann and brilliaat— rubies ana sapphires, whiten 



inseusibly to the parity of pearls, and to beoome like angel%' 
wings. The ni^t, balmy and bngbt, waa a fittiui coBnteriMit 
to the day. Some grampusses aeen to-day. 



Oetaber 18. — Wind stronger ; going seven knots an hoar ; yes- 
terday only two. Not a vessel in sight ; not a bird or a fiui to 
break the weaiy monotony of sky and ocean. We are appa- 
rently climbing the same watery bill, and are as far as ever 
froia the top. This moniing we have been anxiously on thi 
look-out for a sieht of one or more of the Canary isles. 6nt the 
day has softly, hour after hoar, faded into night — into a most 
beaatiftil moonlight night, and we have looked vainly far Palmo 
aoA FeiTs. 

October 19. — " I-and ! land ! " Land it surely is. It has 
fixed outlines ; whilst the donds, thon^ vei^ tranquil and land- 
like, will be found, if we watch stead&sUy and patiently, to 
vary. It is an island, and Palmo. Nowwe have a more clear 
delineation before ns «f another island — Ferro it must be. We 
are nearer to it, and see, as we get atill nearer, the bold lofty 
headlands and precipitous rocky shores. A fortn^ht has 
elapsed since we saw luid, and then is Bamething very pleasant 
■* mien the 



weather is so delightftil too, fine and breezy. Now there i* 
aw revelation in the dU 
i eager 1 
who crowd the deck, poop, and forecastle ; it lies far off, and is 



revelation in the distance, all eyes are occupied, and 



'e quick and eager and interesting is the cunversation 
.0 crowd the de^, poop, and foreoistle ; it lies far off, auu a 

n rising boldly into the heavens. All esdaim, "It is the Peak 

of Teneriffe." Bt. Helena lies on before ns ; the island of tlM 
chained eagle of France ; and his grave. One of oar seamen has 
been there. He says, " When 1 looked on his grave and ita 
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viUtnvi, one at the head, tiia other »t the foot of it, the spot 
betwixt two monntsiiis ; after the noiBe of all his battles, the 
place Beemed awfnlly sad aod dreBry." 

October 20. — Two ships are in sight, and one island far off. 
The vinds are driTins ns to the west. It is afjain the Babbatb^ 
a calm midsnmmer Asj. The oloads have a dreamy Inxiuy in 
tb^n, and call strong!; to inind|the Castle of Indolence-^ 



The character, the tone of colouring of sky and ocean, haTO Teiy 
mnch changed. ! t^ licimew, the beanty of lisa Tolnptitona 

I have not yet seen anything of Neptnne or of his family, the 
Oceanides. Blind Homer was well acquainted with them ; ' ' 
" '' "' s the privilege of blindness. As " 
<a gradually npra his inward sight :- 
" Bl«t Sat of inugiDltire will I 
To people the unpeopled, a 
Theh." 
Neptui 

Amongst the rocks tif the Canary isles, among the dancing and 
whispering waves, ths Sirens were certainly not visible, doubt- 
less they still haunt their i^d fiivoarite Greek isles, and may 
sometimes be here also. However that mw be, we heard tbem 
not. Still it mnst be they who inspirad Keats with the beau- 
tiful line— 

" Heard mnric 1> nraet — " 

and act Qp to the spirit of their own inspiration. 

Wo are this day m lat. 27° N. The sea has been as tranquil 
■s some deep glassy woodland pool. Now, what a change ! 
the winds are up, and tlie waves t<A\ after ns in broad long 
ridges of foam. These must be the trade winds, for we ar^ 
cutting along nine or ten knots an hour. 

. Oebiber 21.— We have to-day reached the lat. 24° 31' N. 
The trade winds blow steadily and strongly, A locuat came 
flying abont the ship this afternoon ; one of the passengers 
caoAt it, and my brother has preserved it carefully. I saw it 
wit£ greater pleaBura thui any African would one of a famous 
and voracious tribe — the locosts of Egypt 

We yesterday sailed two hondred miles. A poor way-wea- 
ried sintllow has rested npon our ship: — 



3,Coo^le 



TAN DtKUEN 8 UXS AND AITStRAIU FEUI. 



THE WELCOME VISITOR. 

Wbsn mi7, mmxj winter, 

Hul melted from Ike lir. 
And April leaf and blouom 

Hid clothed the bnnclin bue, 
Came rotind our EDglish dwelling 

A voice of Bummer cbeer, 
*Twu thine, rotaming Kwallgw I 

The velcooie snd the deu-. 
We heard, amidst the dsj-break, 

Thy twitter hlllhe md sweet. 
In life'i auBpicigui mominj. 

The pncioui uid the fleet! 
We nw Ih« lightly ihimming 

O'er Beldt of lumnieT flowen ; 
And hend thy (ong of inward blin. 

Through CTening't goldau iuyan. 
Far on the hillawy ocean 

A thonund leaguee are in, 
Yel here, ead, boreiing o'ei our bark, 

What it it tiul we aee P 
Dear, old, &]iuliir awallow ! 

What gUdneaa doat thou bring 1 
Hare roat, upon our flying aail. 

Thy weary, wandenng wing. 
Wh*t fSmptn at ant latin homea, 

And homealeada, doat Ihoa bring I 
Here itat, opan oui qiUTering mast. 

Thy welcome, weary wing. 
To loe Uiee, and to hw thee 

Again we see the loved, Uie left — 
Wo feel 8t hQBie— at home I 

0«to6er SS. — The ship's batcher canght a martin tiua morning 
in the cow-Bhed, nearly exhausted. When it had rested itself 
in ft cage for some hoars, on being liberated it circled about the 
ship, M if again to tiy its fitness for the infinite of skj and ocean, 
then stretched fearlessly right onward, and disi^peared. 

To-day, for the first time, I saw flying-fish, and thonght of the 
old moth^s question lo her sea-briiig son : " Well, my iad, 
what wonders have yon seen at sea 1 " " Why fish, mother, 
flying about like birds ] " ~ •' Nay, nay — tell no lies, my lad ; I 
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BhaU not believe that." " Well Qua, vhea we were in the 
Dead Sea, on weighing aachor, there came np with it a chariot- 
wheel — marked ' Pharaoh.' " " Yea, my lad, we Ve all read of 
that — that "b Scriptnre ; bnt the Bible eaya nothing of flying-fish." 
Lat Sr 17' N., iDi^. Sl° 37' W. No ship in sight ; we seem 
to have lost sight of them entirely. 

Often, in England, I have seen a rich purple coloar &r up 
above the sunset ; lower, lalhei nearer the horizon, the softest 
graen, a most beaatifal pale green, softening into orange ; whilst, 
with the latter coloai, the hilk neai«st the snn have been steeped, 
Rawing in it. Here, aU these are more intensely warm ; the 
orange, too, with a brown tone in it, a rich ailky brown. 

October 23. — Adiea to gorgeooa sunriBes and sunsets ; adiea 
to the ann, la the moon— now at fall— and to the many-Mred 
brilliancy of stars ! How strange to ns, who have never bei<H» 
seen it, is the appearance of the sky ; and has been for the three 
last days. The heavens are black-veiled perpetaally in one siif- 
fosion of smoke-coloured cloud. This, I am told, is character- 
istic of this part of the sea on the African coast. In England, 
with so dense an atmosphere, we should expect, or have rain. 
Rain, here, we have not. The veiy ocean ia tinged b;r the 
clouds, and looks like so much lead-coloured silk. Dissatisfied 
we are ; it is not healthful ; and then, only think 1 it wonld be 
miserable on laud to lose night after nignt of the moon^ foil' 
beauty and benignity ; here, more tantalising. The snn, with 
all his tropical array of perpendicular fire, we are more willing 
to dispense with. Locnsta now in numbers visit us ; are canght 
eagerly, and wherefore 1 It is a new pnrsnit. 

It is very pleasing to watch the flying-fish, which are evidently 
startled by the ship, rising out of the water, skimming away 
oft«n in flocks, touching in the sea, then, like so many swallows, 
flying on again. 

October 24.— It is a perpetaal pleasure to watch the stormy 
petrel li^tly treading on the water, seemine to walk on it. 
Some writer says, the name petrel implies tnat it was givrai 
to it, because of this circametance, tl^t of the little Peter, 
from St. Peter walking on the sea. Its motions are qnick and 
graceful as those of the house-martin, a bird that, in its shape 
and colour, it, at a distance, very much resembles. Here we 
saw a wheats. It flew timidly abaat the ship, flitting to and 
fro: alit timidly, then went away. We have this morning passed 
within fifteen miles of San Antonio, one of the Cape Vera islav, 
bat were not able to discern it, owing to the mistiness of tlie 
fitmoepbere. 



3,Coo^le 



TAN IIISICEH S LAUD AND AUBTSALU FELIX. 27 

Some whales have been seen to-dav, and ooe shark. Dimly 
to be ^Bcemed in the dn^, yet not hr bora ns, a veual quietly 
Kuliitg on in company witb na. Oar people hong ont a light, 
and soon their li^t, also, answered to oars. Bbe paiaed on a 
little s-head of na, was asain seen in the mominf^, and then 
altogether distwpeared. Three flying-fish were thu momiiig 
foBDd upon deck. 

We hare not been gratified with a tight of any of the Cape 
Terdislea. 

October 26. — A fine day— something new to as ; clear, bree^, 
and making good way. Wind kas cbAnged from the north-eait 
to the south-east — not ta favoniable for ni. A hint gleamy 
light seen on the horizon to the east — nipposed to be from a 
Tolcano in one of the Cape Verd ides. Beaatifully moonlight. 

How very phospbDreacent is the sea, buisting into millions of 
stars ronnd the vesael I until the moon, with a more soft yet 
pervading light, swallowed them ap. I^t. 16° 6' N., long. 
25" 06" W. 

October S6- — Neptmie's razor has this day been made ; and is 
" warranted to keep what edge it has got in any climate," A 
sea-cmnedy to be acted by-and-by to those woo have nerer 
crossed the Line. 

A brig, snpposed to be English, has hove in sight, then diiap- 
• peared. It was evidently homewaid-bonnd. 

October 27.— Lat. 11° 13' N., Jong. 24' W. A shark keep- 
ing us company ; also large nnmbers of bonitos — the enemy of 
the flyiitg-fieh. The latter start out in large flocks, and scatter 
themselves, like coveys of partridges that have been shot at, all 
over the sea, evidently pnrsned by bonitos. 

The day fine ; yet, as Solomon says, there is nothing now 
under the *nn. There only wants a ^p in sight to break the 
weary sameness of one day to another. And no sooner wished 
for than here it comes : — 

A uil ! how eagBrly rush out 

The people at llit welcrame sound ; 

Hon aaiioutl; thej took aboat, 
And ee&rch the vide boriion round- 

This proved to be a Ihitch vessel, of about TOO tons, from 
Batavia to Botterdam, heavily laden with EaHtem merchandise. 

October 28. — No observation to-day ; sun obscured. 

October 29. — Heavy squalls, with run. We have lost the 
trade winds of the northern latitudes, and are left to the tender 
merciea of a tropic^ sun, with the variables, to the nide kind- 
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nen of sqnslta and thnnder-BtoimB, to the weariness of cnlms, 
and to tsihh that fall " aa though the world were drowned ;" 
and this we mtist expect trntil we cross the Line, tai fall in, 
Heaven speed the day ! with the Math-east trades. 

Becalmed we were, alao, yesterday. Now clear and bright, 
we steep on the gently heaving water ; then, almost immediately, 
the winds blow fiercely npan ns, the heavens are blackened, and 
as suddenly the rain fails in toirents, and all is bright and still 
agun. During the calms, large jish leap out of the water. Two 
venelf are in sight. Every few nunutes the sailors are in a 
Inistle, singing aa they reef, or nnreef, the sails. Such ia the 
uatnrs of tropical latitudes in the neighbourhood of the Eqnatar. 

All is not, however, disagreeable. What heantifnl, calm, 
moonli^t nighta we have had ! And the waning of the moon is 
pecnliar ; it udes away &om the top level, then is hollowed b 
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my old English friends, and compose versea st 



TROPICAL NIGHT THOUGHTa 
nirriN ay ttt, lit. 7* n. — lotto. W* w. 

Night broodi DTO tLe occsn wide 1 

The waJers keave, ind ripple ud ^lide ; 

The WT i* N> uft, tb&t we hu«1j tmow 

Whether we Jeep on tlie brine or go. 

The lightning ilipe from cloud to cloud, 

But thunder is none, or low or lond. 

The cnicent moon, « nflTcr cuioe, 

FloeU lerol throng^ itie lifti of blue, 

Then enti tbioQgh a cloud snd smilefl UMw. 

The atui in haven lurn and glow ; 

Whilst l3ua we feel, and this we know — 

There 'i a Ood above, sod his love below : 

That thouaauds of vofsgen there be. 

Who lie down to deep on the migil^ tea, 

Putting their truat in God u we. 

We haTS left the ate ud Iba eolid earth. 

The home and the eoiiDtiT of our birth, 

The friendt of our jonth and oar maolioad'i prim^ 

With thoDghla of the past and the comilij time, 

Nor it it for luBt of lucre alone, 

That we are over the w»ten blown ; 
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That we fma the land we lore m iped. 

The laud of OHT lliing, the Uud of oui dexl ; 

Our hooiehold gods bAve ihaolTed ui, to go, 

Uose of the woodrouB world ta know ; 

Perchuioa that upon a fbtvign ahore. 

Loving OUT land, we might Ipve it the taore. 

Nor teem m awa; Irtaa dot couotiy or Viands, 

Or the lore iriuch evcTjwlicre eitenda : — 

Onr deaieat baanta we ever muit tee ; 

With the moM beloTsd ws erer muit be ; 

The lore that was osn iy an EDglish fireiide, 

The affectiona over ub atill preside. 

They follow in orer the ocean wide ; 

Like uigeli they ttut np from the piM, 

And over D> watch, and mil to the lait. 

When leied vith caliui, when tried with atormt. 

Their pKHDce we feel, though we lee not their fomu ; 

And of wind and of wavca the aport, we come 

To the same Qod, our Haven and Home. 

Oefottr 30.~Lat. 7° SO*, long. W. We tliiH day met Ui« 
Fnmllin, baand for laveipool, from. India. By her 1 forw&rded, 
amoogBt othen, the annexed letter. Heartilj, rather selfishly, 
did we bid Ood-apeed to the good ddpfhmlHa. 

TO WILLIAM AND MAHY HOWITT, ESHER, SURREY. 
QflheCapi Verdlikt. (Hd 0<x<m,(kl.2m,l639. 

" DeAE BaOTREH and SlSTEK. 

" We are for the first time becalmed, and calm thoiigh we 
aeem, we are rocking to and fro with a most * uneasy motion.' 
We are in lat. 8 deg. 43 soc. N. and long. 22 deg. 40 sec. W. On 
the whole we have had a ntost progperoDB and pleasant vt^afe. 
We left Portemoiith Harbour on Wednesday the second of this 
month — nearly upsetting (we are fond of the vocation) the 
Spanish Pirate, as we were turning round to eet out. — One of the 
ruffians looked, as he was calmly eating, as if he would cut our 
throats with the most graceful ease and satisfoction. On the 
Friday night, the unlucky day ! we very narrowly escaped being 
run into by a brig; ourpeoplesnoutedto them,jnat intime,totum 
their helm, and they dropped upon onr slom. They were com- 
ing upon us mid-fibips — -all was nven over for lost— and joynu 
waa die exclamation, which rung immediately^ on her passing by 
us, of ' AU^ well ! * Oor vessel, it was imagined on all hands. 
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wu a doomed one, ani ih&t shonld we egcape in one vaj, we 
lanit be lost in another. The wind wu at the time getting np, 
and oh ! what a, night of stonn and darkness followed] We had 
there our ' crowning mercy ' of a aea-Btorm. Eddjetone Light' 
hoDse had been seen in the dislAiice — bnt there onr progress was 
fated to stop — the gale absolutely drove hb back abont liftj miles; 
thna we were again in the neighDonrhood of the Isle of Wight. 
What a sea did we that night behold ! sheets of monntainona 
flame— the whole mass of waters being fnll of phosphoric light. 
It waa awfullj magnificent. The captain declared afieraarda 
that had any-thing given way we mnst have been wrecked on 
the shore. Our rigging, it mnst be remembered, was bad — and 
we went to sea wiUi too few seamen and unprepared for a gale. 
The ship has, however, since been pnt into ratter condition I^ 
our new mate, who is a most inde&tigaUe swearer and worker. 
Many of the passengers bad decided to qnit the vessel, as it 
seemed imposaible to set clear of the English Channel : the; 
were wearied out with the unpropitioos and calamitons cinnun- 
stances which bad attended ns ever since setting sail from 
Gravesend. Many of the ladies anxiously inquired if we were near 
any port — and importuned the captain to pnt into one ; but he was. 
too fond of good company to gratify them ; aware that had hs 
done so as soon as it was possible, the next moming, many of 
them once touching the English shore would have never returned 
to the ship. Holding out on leaving our friend the Channel, we 
sailed for the south-west, thereby avoiding in part the Bay of 
Biscay — not, however, entirely — there for two days, and worse 
nights, we were taught to respect its stormy character. 
' Wild wave> along the Atlantic blown 



The vindi villi lu unvBTTing tone 
HiuTj DB onmjd, bour bj hour ; 

But hurry ufl to brij^ter Bkios — 

Before m ^r Hideira liei T 
" Truly, fair Madeira lay before us — but we were not favoured 
with a sight of it. We passed it in the early moming — with 
regret, — our captain beiug the only favoured mortal, and ne only 
got a glimpse of it twenty leagues off. The Canary Isles we 
have seen, Palma, Ferro — and the world's wonder— and a great 
object it is — the Peak of Tenerifie ! It was enveloped in a fleecy 
mass of most pillowy summer clonds : bnt on immense way np, 
the monntain was seen in large ranges through chasms in the 
clonds. The shore of one <a the islands was rocky and preci- 
pitous. We had these in sight on one of the most ddicious and 
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calm sammer days erer seea there — and never to be Men at 
midsnmmeT in Enfland. The character both of the sea and iky, 
in tone and -viTidneia of colooriDS, vondeifallj delighted ni — 
how changed from the dim and oin^ north ! One aonaet and 
one Boniise have so astonished ns with their snblimitj and 
beauty, amonggt mauT goigeona ones, that we have nothing left 
to see in that way. Some of the crew said thej had seen mmilar 
in Bombay and in the Elaatem ocean : never any to mrpass them. 
Hie dullest pieces of human nature in the ship were as much 
swallowed np in the vision as the most cultivated. The deep 
crimaoD clouds — with a purple flood of light high above, all gold, 
and lemoD-colonred below, deepening into a brovmer tone, very 
rich, and far suipsssing in intensity and warmth, as the painter 
espresses it, the most resplendent ever witnessed in many of the 
lake snngets of Westmoreland and Cumberland. 

" We have seen many of Qod's wonden. 

" For leviathans we most be content to write down whales — 
sharks, these have already heaved by onr ship's side, at varioua 
times, their TilUuona shapes. Whenever we are going to have 
the sea a little more stormy than usual, we have shoals of por- 
poises revellinff and playing abont tbe vessel. Only one or two 
specimens of uie nautilus have been ol»erved, and I regret not 
yet by me. A shoal of bonitoa, the ^eat enemies of the flying- 
fish, were seen soiling in company with as on Sunday morning 
early, and they kept with us for hours together ; we were 
driving on before the wind at eight knots an hotir. Of Byins- 
Ssb we have seen thoosands — uiey start ap often in flocks 
like so many swallows : they fly very often a great way with the 
smoothness and steadiness of the partridge, dipping in the water 
like swallows — and flying again. Stormy petrels have been very 
frequent and &miliar visitors — following commonly in the wake 
of the ship. We have also seen sea-terns and oyster-catchers, 
And others of which we do not know the names. 

" 1 passed from Europe, you will be sore, with regret ; and 
often addressed our unrerenog and unpoetical ship, (but what. 
cared she 1) in regrets like the foUowing — ' Yon are taking me 
ftway from England — from Italy — Switzerland — Oreece and 
Oermanv ; (hose lands of the human soul ! where is to be found 
the noblest shape of man, the god-like ! Europe has old institn- 
tions and old ruins ; it has science and civifuation — it has his- 
tory and poetry — and these perhaps I am leaving for ever ! ' To 
remind us more forcibly of home, we have had swallows and other 
English birds resting wearily on the ship. 

''Here I mnst panse tmtil to-morrow, for the gentle breezes 
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plajiDg on the saili, although th^ do not mov« h«r along ono 
lot, have k swayed her about — I am tired, heartily tired. I 
h&ve rested a little and proceeded. What a change ! and nd- 
decJy too ; yesterday we had,a squall, darkness at almost noon, 
wind and heavy rain ; and with it ended the trade winds of the 
northern latiti^e«. Now Ihe topical sun is nearly roasting na 
alive. The day is more glaring and hot than in Ei^[Undatmid< 
SOmmer ; and yon are now cold enough. Very wonderful in 
their strength and continoance are those winds. They blew us 
along day after day for nearly a fortnight in high trinmph, for 
many daye two hundred knots or more per day. 1 often told 
OUT shipmates that it was all enchantment, and that we shonld 
be waking some moming and find oniselves beating about the 
mouth 1^ the English Channel. We have met several ships, 
two only of which we have been able to m>eak with ; botii of 
them promised to report ns ; one a French vessel, from the 
Mediterranean to Havre, the last a Dnlch, from Batavia to 
Itatterdam, the day before yesterday. To send letters wM 
impossible. Now the sea is calm we may have a chance of 
comii^ near enon^ each other without danger ; although even 
now Uiere is another evil, — there is no vnnd to bring d> 
together. This is certainly a long and arduous voyage : to- 
morrow it will be a month since we left Portsmoath, and we 
are yet ei^t degrees from the line. Had the winds held on, we 
dionld have been there on Thursday ; now we may sleep on the 
heaving bosom of the ocean for weeks under a burning sun I 

" Of how veiy imall account ii a day in the solitude and im- 
mendty of the ocean : the sun gets np on one hand and goea 
down on the other, — there is nothing bat our vessel between the 
blue heaven above and the bine deeps below ; night cornea 
down upon ds, and we have made, as it seems, one more day's 
sail towards eternity. 

October 30. — There are two vessels near ns this Bnltiy tropi- 
cal moming, and one of them seents beaiiug down to ns, 1 must 
therefore conclude this letter in haate. 

" How little have 1 said to yon of the abundance I want ta 
say 1 But I must submit. A beautiful nantilns last night Siuled 
by ; very large fish were leaping up. Now the heavens are highly 
blue, with vast mnmiin of black clouds. Good bye." 

We have just had another tropical sq^uall ; have made sail 
for a few minutes, and now, the lain bavmg follen smartly, are 
becalmed again. 

October 31.— A squall, and rain in tonents : here there was 
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indeed bustle and contention, the sefunen all eiiger to catch therain- 
water for washing ; then what washing and Bcaaring, and hanging 
ont of clothes to diy I We have reached onr line, — the clothes- 
line. Now the winds have died awaj until the ocean is one 
expanse of liquid sleep ; the ranset how wildly Boblime ! like 
red-hot molten gold next the horizon, and all pDq>le above, deep 
puiTile. As tlie day-ligfat died the wind blew freeh, and when 
dark a gale ; we had too mnch canvas ont to be taken in qoicklj 
by a handfol of seamen : at a small distance from ns tne se« 
appeared to rise up level like a wall, with the black sky resting 
npon it; all hoarsely bawUug to lake in the sails, the ropes all in 
disorder through huiry ; and the sjulors running to and fro, 
doubtful what to do, or not able to do what they would or were 
commanded. 

" Beef the fore-topsail ! " roared the captain. " Ay, ay, sir," 
ahonted the mate ; but reef they could not, all exclaiming : " it is 
filled like a balloon!" What a rush and roarof wind throagb llie 
sails I how calm a few hours ago I Now all are in consternation, 
and the women fainting. It was fearful to see the vessel blown 
almost on her beam-ends : and the seamen aie in the rigging I 
how liable to be blown out — as they frequently are. Sometimes 
the wind sweeps them to a wateiy death, sometimes the waves 
wash them over the bulwarks — such is the sailor's fate. 

Here, as in other similar gales, there was more the appearance 
of danger than the reality. The captain was intrepid, me oQier 
officers active and dutiful, and what was fearful was rendered 
lass so by sober exertion and skill ; no one can tell what diipt 
and lives are lost by drunken and disorderly captains and crews. 
We were fortunate, nor were we I hope unthankfuL This gale, 
says our captain, was the tail-end of a tornado : it might be— -« 
a dngon's tail, for it lashed us fiercely. 

November 1. — A most brilliant morning ; a ship ovet-against 
DS, holding on apparently in the same direction : it was seen last 
night, and has made like progress with ns ; what sort of a day 
have they now in England ) rain, hail, fog, sleet or snow most 
likely: the damp leaves falling, the ways miry. It is midsummer 
with na, bright worm nudsammer. We have seen three pilot-fish, , 
indication of a coming shark. 

Books are at sea a great feast, peipetnal enjoyment '. Cowper's 
translation of the Iliad has been my daily intellectual treat. I 
shall scarcely need any other book. What knowledge of human 
natare ! what bursts of eloquence ! his is the true soul of Poetry 
— imagination and power. Homer, like Milton, must have beei) 
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old trhen he ^ve to the world this— witli the exception of Peu»- 
dise Lost — thifl unequalled taaM of practical wisdom, full of 
" Yttn wliich brii% tbe ptiiloeophk ■niiid.*' 
In the words of hia own venerable NestoTj he would not regret 
the low of yonlh, knowing how 

" Other gifti (be bountomu godi beitoit 
Od other jean." 

Or u Wordsworth has beantifolly worked ont the lame expe- 
rience — tmtii embodied in immertAl song ; 

" Those aching jojs »re now no mon, 
Aad ill thoM iia,j rapturea. Not for (hi) 
Flint I, nor maani, nor murmur. Other gifts 
Hftve followed for sach Idh : I would believe 
AhmMUml recompencB." 

Not a breath of air ; we are becalmed ; the sunset most gor- 
seons 1 pillars and domes of flame-coloured cloud, partly lost io 
clue, pais blue fleecy masses, with a blending of all colottrB. I 
exclaimed, with Wordsworth, 

" Ah ne ! how quiet eirth *ad oaeaa wen ;" 
but could not continue his exclamation — 

" A> quiet ill within me." 

These dead calms were t« me the most awful and reetlesi visita- 
tions possible. Not alone were they suBpeatdoDS, sleeps of the ele- 
ments ; they were the embodiment of the nniTeiBality of death. 
Time and eternity seemed blended into one ; the Toiy sun seemed 
to rest in tbe heavens ; motion, if not space, was in its grave ; 
it did not seem possible that there could have been, or be, snclt 
a thing as a wtfad. The land vre had left, or for which we were 
bound, were the illnsions of an idle futh ; any other kind of 
enchantment seemed preferable. StiU we have a kind of half- 
conscionsness of some little change in the imiverse : the sun 
slides quietly down and dips leisurely into the ocean ; and the 
jcmoa and the stars come tranqnilly ont and gaze at themseiveB 
ateadfaatl; ^m the dark blue heavens, in the dark deep glassy 
sea. Pnwress there is in the planetary system, bnt none for ns. 

Xb^BuSer 3. — No prepress ; hot intensely in the snn, breeiy in 
the shade. Lat. 6° N., long. 22° W. Here da^ after da;^ we lie, 
brotight hither W the imperious trade winds, in the neu^hbonr- 
hood of thoosanos of ships, but few of them in sight : all in the 
nme [Medicament ; Hood might call it a Line-Sn-graving. 

November 3. — Fine day, very ; ship in sight. This is another 
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«eeai) aabbsUi. Now we are once mors in motion ; two Tcaaela in 
ai^t; a shoal of luge porpoues very near ns. 

iyroMMier 4. — Seven ships in sij^t ; the wind brisker, going six 
knots an hoar. Now there are eleven ships in sight, none very 
near ns. Ut. 4° W, long. El" W. 

iVbnmfar 5. — We were a week in the variable winds. This 
□i^t also was sqnallj ; a night of otter darkness, a heavy gale of 
wmd, and rain in torrents. Lat. 4° 4' N. 

JHovenAer 6. — The sea rolling heavily, with the storm abated ; 
we expect to be again, if not now, shortly in the sonth-east 
trade-winds. The breeze is brisk and mora regular, as in the 
former trades. Flyins-fish again, start np also as in the other 
trades. We have a uiip a-head, another aft, so Uiree of as ar« 
saiUng in one direction, only a few mile* from each other ; one 



.. JB star-light at a speakable distance : she thought fit to reply tooor 
captain's two first questions, hut declined all other talk. We sat 
down the people for broad'bottomed nnmoveable Datchmen ; it 

was, doabtlcBB, 

" 8ome rich old hurgher of the ocean flood." 

NovmbtrT. — A most heantifal morning; light wind, going only 
fom knots an honr ; the sk^ at sunset was ribbed with salmon- 
colonr, very rich and beautifal. I hope we have done, for some 
time at least, with flaming copper-coloured snnsets — the certain 
presage of tempests. * 

JVoMinder 8.— Lat. 2° BCf N., long. S3° 32' W. 

November 9. — Once more in the trade winds. 

a voyage ; at 

The line-shaving was a droll affair, the pageant was grotesqne 
enoDgh. Neptone and his wife, goddess 1 onght to say, were 
qnite in approved costnme. I Uttie thought, when busily oiling 
paper to wrap my linen ap in at Nottingham for the voyage, that 
the dark brown wonld torn to a golden yellow, and part of it be 
fashioned into a most superb crown for our God of the Eouator ] 
But BO it was ; and womby him, antil he got dmnk, with becom- 
ing dignity. Alas for our poor elemental divinity, the Goddess 
Snt drank too ! and so ontrageoos grew she in her drink, that for 
er own and the public safety ^e was obliged to be pat in 
irons : having shown herself bloodily inclined, and threatened the 
lives of several on board. She behaved herself well dnring the 
shaving, as did also " the stem god of sea," as Milton terms him, 
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uotil, semug her lord's trident, she broke it to atoms over some 
UDraiv fellow's back. Some twenty or twenty-five were shaved, 
BOQsed head-over-heels in a sail filled with water, and moreovei 
had buckets full of water dashed i^Km them ) few on shipboard 
escaped being wet through, even of^sach as were not Slaved. I 
took my station above the motl^ assembly, and thence witnessed, 
nnfihaTed and nnwet, the whole process of initiation. The 
shaving-daj' was on the 11th of November, being postponed till 
then, it being Sunday about one o'clock p.m. that we crossed the 
equator, yet even on Sunday Neptnne came on board and hailed 
the ship; inquiring, in his hoarse sea-voice, who we were, and to 
what port bound ! On being satisfactorily answered, he disappeared 
again in the aea, promising to revisit us in the mormng and 
inquire into oni healths. A flame attended his going laz to 
leeward of na, seen for miles illuminating gloriously the darkness 
of the sea and the night. The flame smelt of tor : some supposed 
it a flaming tar-barrel. It might, only that such thoughts are 
impioas ; and only allowable when we reflect that Neptune is a 
very old s^or, and might rather be expected to smacx of that 
kind of thing than any other. I'hat night too, though Snnday 
ni^ht, water was thrown about in all directions. The Lord of 
Misrule was (he only lord who exercised anv authority. I 
escaped almost miraculously, not having a wet tnread upon me, 
yet I was here and there, everywhere, amongst the thickest, and 
saw others have bncketfula thrown upon them ; one bncketfol 
was indeed dashed at me, but 1 leapt behind a sail, and that 
received it instead of me. "Are you wet 1 " asked many a drip- 
ping comfortless wretch. Had I said " No," half-a-dozen bucket- 
fuls would have been the answer. I, Quaker-like, answered wiUi 
another question, "Who indeed is not?" so in the dark they 
thought me as wet as themselves. 

In the afternoon a ship was observed coming after ob, and she 
neared us as it grew dark. It was a la^e vessel, and evidently 
a good suler ; the came at a short distance horn us, and opposite 
onr ship, when it was neither light nor dark, there being a crescent 
moon three days old, and the stars ; there she was, too distant to 
be spoken with, and it was too dark for us to see her colours or 
read her name. We decided that it was a frigate, and English, 
for at sunset we heard tie evening gun. The sonnd of it was 
strange in this solitary sea ; for we might say, as in Coleridge's 
Ancient Mariner, 

" We teemed the Brat that eTcr bunt 
Into IhM nlent MS." 

She passed m very easily, and was out of sight in the moming. 
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Now Out w« are aeu the South American cout, we are re- 
minded of RobioBon Crasoe, and of hu attempt to reach die 
mainland. He spealu of the Oroonolu, which is lathei foitiiei 
hence to the nortn-east. 

iVbcwnii«r IS. — Alas ! " the cod of the ocean," Neptone, was 
last nivht Tojailj' drunk, and this morning has a boundleu thirst 
npon him. Noah, that hmons old aea-captain, after the first 
long sea-voyage, aweaiv of the nniversal briny element, rot 
dmnk, and almost all bis mariner-children have inheiited Uie 
infirmity. 

iVowmier 13.— Lat. 5" 11' 8-, long. 29- CO" W. Winds 
stormy ; the heaveng clear ; the sea foaming ; soiling sonth-weBt^ 
half-8ontli, five, six, and seven knots an hoar. 

AoKmier 14.— Lat. 7" 24' S., long. 30° 50" W, The days 
bright, the winds gradnatly eastward, and onr course more to 
the sonth. The nights latner rougher, hat starlight, moonlight, 
and beaatiful. The Pole-star has passed away to the north- 
warda. The Pleiades and Orion ore nortbins. Siiins is a brilliant 
nightly luminary about ten o'clock ; and Venus, almost Inetrous 
as a moon, about four o'clock in the morning. The fiying-fish 
still start op continnally abont ns. They are seldom observed 
except in the trades. What a lanr Insury it is, in breeze and 
sun to lean over the weather-bow of the vessel, hour after hour, 
thonghtM, or in Sonlhey's mood of mind, " penuve bat not in 
thought," to watch the waves in endless procession, in ever- 
varying forms — the prow dashing them into wild spray — foiling 
in perpetual rainbows, ousted as perpetually by the foam. This 
inaiilgence is akin to Byron's — 

" Alone o'er aleept ind foamj Gilla l» tun : 
This is not lolitode, 'tii but lo hold 

ConTena mth Nsture'a chums, and Me her atorea anroUed." 
Not more than 200 miles from the coast of South America ; one 
day's sail with a brisk wind. 

Noeember 16. — The sea beautifully rude ; rolling in large 
waves, deeply brightly blue, breaking everywhere into foam. Not 
more than 260 miles fi^om the South American coast. 

November 16. — Two vessels in sight ; one outward-bound, 
the other a Danish brig, the Dolphin, from Kio Janeiro, for 
New York. 

We this day saw two other dolphins ; a beantifol sight the 
fish of that name. The first glimpse this that we had of these 
many-colonred wonderful creatures. Lat. 11° 45' S., long. 

as'sc W. 
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Novemher 17.— One of many fine dsTS. lot. 13° 4fi' &,, 
long. 34° W. 

Sovetaber 18. — The bod nearly meiidian, casting the smallest 
perceptible shadow ; two more days, and it will pour down nptrn 
us perpendicalarlj its Hcorching fire. Oor £rst mate stuck nis 
penlmife npright in the deck, and the shadow laj as nearly 
eqoallj round it as could he. It is quite a novel sight to db 
Norlh-men to see the sun in the zenith ; exactly over-head. 
"There is a fine breeze coming," cried the mate. "How doee 
he know 1 " thought I to myself ; " these aailore are very weather- 
wise." I looked to the east, whence the softest breath of air 
was fanning an, yet in Uie sky was no palpable indication of 
wind ; there was none of that whisking abont of the clonds, none 
of that aweepiuess, nor yet any sqa^y appearance, no massy 
pillowy or black clouds ; " How can he tell f " I looked on the 
Bsa to the farthest verge of the horizon eastward, and there saw 
— not the wind, certainly— but what the mate had seen, a visi- 
ble indication of it, the waves spreading and sweeping broadly 
on, with a regular and stately march. On they came, the wija 
expanse foam-ciested. Now they are not far off ; now they are 
even here : they dash playfully high against the ship : the aula 
are filled, and we rush pleasantly onward. Lat. 16° 58' S. 

November 19. — Unfortunately we have lost very early tho 
trade winds ; the ship veering to all points of the compass. 
SaUora doing little but reversing the sails ; and, qnite a novelty, 
we have been for two honra becalmed. Many birds are observed 
going in one direction ; these the mariners term boobies. We 
mnst be near the isle of Trinidad. Cloudy and rainy. IM. 
IT" 51' S, 

- AN OLD-NEW SEA BALLAD. 
We bad Dol been at Ka, « K» 

Weeka but banl; Ihree, 
WhcD out iMwud iM, wilb i. nij long &«, 

Not ■ tut of ehecM hti yn. 
The ngo ud tha ■rrov-nrnt 

Wen done sbaut the Line ; 
And Acre were fern about the water. 

And doubtA about the Trine. 
To at ihe salt-pork im wntj work — 

We biriled H both and Med ; 
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We hid not bees M M», U m 

Weeks bat bwclf five, 
Wfaeu eiary bimiit in the thip 

Began to be ilive- 

Some of them bid beea befbn 



We Btued on then job qu; be rare 

With look) of vm SittMj, 
For »me vere blue ind Hme wen green, 

Ani Hme vete ban; gnj, 
Thej oDee were beked it ma mppwed. 

Although ve couldo^l tell when ; 
So, jnM to kill the Uvinf thlsga. 

We baked Ihem o'er agun. 



We hud not beeo at ae>, at tea 

Weeks but banl; ux, 
Befoie our tea waa a black aea — 

Black at the liTet 8t;x 

At wa, at aea we had not been 

Weeks but tattelj tevtn. 
When net a aoul of our compao]' whole 
Thought UKuit wii bread or ctulk wu c«] 

Or tb»t the sea was heaven I 

We had not been, we had not beeu 

At sea weeks barely nine, 
When the sea-cairion creatures 
Looked on and longed to dine. 

The bm^ry shark, be sought our baiqoe. 

And he was nothiag coy. 
He opened his mouth and w^ged his tail 

As a dog might do for joy. 

But this we must say, as well we may. 
And say it with right good-will ; 

That Cqi^n Ka; in a pleasant waj, 
Shared both oar good and ill. 
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Then beaHh, then health U Cqitun K*j, 

Whilst in this wodd ii he ; 
Ha^ ploiBure ptet him on every ihoref 

And hqip7 nieceia >t <««.l 

Nowmher SO.—Calni morning ; in the afternoon a, ^e ima 
the aontb with heavy rain. Ship Ijing close to the wind with 
cloae-reefed top-sails, labouring hard to make little progress. 
The snnset lorid ; wild stormy light ; not without gorgeonaneBS 
and sublimity. The moon rose largely dilated, beautifnlly tran- 

aail amidst me rack of clonda, and the heaving and Himhing of 
le sea. Ut. 18° Sff, long. 30° 46' W. 

iViwemiw 21.— Lat. 13° 48' S., long. 31° ICKW, Day bright 
and bree^. Course souih-west half aoath. 

NoBtnAer 22. — A dreary, weary, gloomy day. The only thing 
consolatoiy in it, we are going eastward a point. We are this 
day lat. S0° Sfy S., consequently op]Kisite, though sadly far to 
the west, the isle of Trinidad ; once inhabited hy the Spaniards, 
hot now deserted. For two days preceding the heavy gale on 
the 20Ui^ we were going eastward in the direction of it ; and our 
captain intended, for the refreshment and gratification of his 
people, to lie-to, and allow ua to spend half a day upon it. This 
we nad anticipated with great pleasnre. Oar good captain was 
willing to delight ns, but the winds were not — they blew ns and 
our wishes away to the south and soath-weat. We are ISO 
miles westward of it, and were not, therefore, allowed even a 
glimpse of it in passing. Theie is a charm in the idea of an 
nnmhabited iswnd," which we doubtless owe to Robinson 
Crusoe. It haa a mined church, and aome deaolate dwellings. 
There are upon it other indicationa of human civilised residence. 
What a still sadness must aleep amongst those deserted abodes t 
How muat that old church in decay and ntter solitude diSus* 
about it a feeling of silentness— of mcalalitv, aa in mockery of 
hnman aspirations, sad undoing of the work of human hands ! 
The dead around must seem doubly dead, nnvisited by the foot- 
steps of the living. We were to have killed sheep, pigs, and 
C— once tame, now wild. Something we should doubUesB 
done, and have seen something to have been remembered. 
Good bye ta our hopes of seeing Tnnidad I 

Noamber S3. — A change— -the morning bri^t and heaatifa]. 
We are blown along aa briskly as our patient heavily-laden 
camel-like beast of a ship will go. 

There is little " new under the son," save that we are just 
nnder it ; the son being Tertical, or nearly so. Lat. 22° 2Kt S. 



3,Coo^le 



TAN DIBMEN'a LAKD AN& AUSTRALIA FELIX. 41 

Noeember 24. — To oar great latisfoction ws are going in the 
right direction, boh th-eaat ward. In the evening a tempest anti- 
cipated. Dark massj' clouds to windward, thunder, rind 
lidibiing and run. A gloomj night. Lat. 24° 38' 8., loBg. 30* 
16' -W. 

Novemher S5. — Oaing onr true coarBe hriBkly. Daj after da^ 
we are tanght what Bofitnde is on the vast deep. The lost ship 
«B saw was on the SOtb, and was more like a phantom-Bhip than 
a real one, seen ais Bhe was dimlj through the misty run. Now it 
is storm; and raining, and moat miaeiahle. Wq are in Uie 
temperate zone, but iiud nothing in it temperate. 

IVovember 26. — Last evening the clondy darkness of the sky 
prevented ns seeiiu; the snn at its setting ; only a most intensely 
glowing contracted furnace-like space being visible. The sky 
had a wild fiendlike snblimity about it. 1 conld foncy Lucifer 
bad winged hia way through it — 

" aloft incumbent on the diuky ur, 

Th*t felt DDuansl weight ;" 
whilst a black speck on the copper flame of the hoiizou aeemsd 
to complete the image of his there entering, as at Hell-gate, the 
Inferno. We have this morning, how delicious the contrast ! a 
clear pearly-clouded sky ; the ocean sleeping in the sun, and 
tranqeilly~Deantiful aa some mountain lake : with the vessel 
Dearly motionless. Last night all was bustle and clamour, the 
sailors busy reefing Uia sails ; this moming all is ease, brightness, 
and lA2y tranquillity. It is sometimes by inward emotions that 
the beauty of the external universe is hallowed ; a bright day 
made more bright ; one of Wordsworth's days, — 

" Ono of those henyenlj dmjt which cuinot die." 
Yet this, by mere contrast only of bright from dark, is memor' 
able, guiffeneru ; bright, warm, quiet and delicious ; a breathing- 
space in the work-B-day world of waters, and m^ not inappro- 
priately be termed " the sabbath of Uie ocean." Lat. 26° 46' S., 
long. 26° IC W. 

Noeember 27. — A fac-aimile of an English spring-day, cold 
and bright In the afternoon what mariners term a long sea, 
flowing ftom the south ; indicating, they say. a storm in that 
quarter : perhaps coming to us. Ijit. 27° 7' S., long. 2fi° 50' W. 

J/bettiAer 2S. — The sea-swell has anbsided in the night to a 
most perfect calm. Dolphins five or six seen under the bowsprit, 
half tne size of the first ; one of them is harpooned and placed to 
die upon deck, H«w beantifnl, how vivid me shades ot colour, 
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one fading kvaj after the other. Well maj poets sing, in many 
a glorious aimile, of the dying dolphin ! 

November 2S. — Little to he noted thia day, only that, lilce too 
maiiy otherB, it has been and in gone ; one mors day, a blank in 
the lottery of oar life. Time and the ocean, those hnge ievia- 
thaua, Hwallowing our days, as tbej^ will na, up. The first 
Cape-pigeon seen ; a mostbeaatifiil bird, cf the petrel tribe. 

JVoTHoiflr 30. — A large and stately bird seen this morning — 
that bird of good omea, that ColeridgMn creatnre,the Albatnws: 
we only caught a glimpse of it, floatmg laoly and cloud-like tSm 

THE ALBATROSS. 
Tike not the AlbatiDn : 
1 Ion to sea bim glide. 

The ngil bird migniflcmt, 

Over the mten wide. 
Amid the aouthecn miiii 

Wbere hillmn nge and foan, 
Thli wildenieu of mountun ynyet 

Seems hia perpetu&l home. 
Wrong not the Altutnai : 

It it ft holy thing I 
Sdtl let him ha the dcKit sir 

With hifl capaciouB wmg. 
It Cometh from the Sua, 

With li^t ioto Uie wul ; 
The dii»]diii muioer (o cheer 

Where vfldeal hillowa loll. 
It glides into the Dund, 

Id tbe mind'a thoughtful hour ; 
With bmadeet imaigei sublime 

Of Peace uid tranquil Powec. 
How lile ■ ijMril pure, 

It* stttion doth it keep I 
A >aul of cilm unid the storm, 

Loae hnwdiug on the deep. 
Oh spue the Alhatrou I 

3tJU let bim wiag u he hu irisged 

The immesannhle mun. 
A) from erB«tion'» birth 

He tbu< hid OTor flown ; 
Ab thus unto the cloae of time 

He would loar on ml one. 
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-Deeemierl.—Lat.30' 60- S., long. 21* 31' W. Not certainly 
iis liird of " good omen" haa ttie albatroBB proved to ue except 
e respect, that we have been imperioniuy urged onwArd ty 



a stormy nile ; morn, noon and ni^ht, onvrtirtl were we blown, 
in the ri^t coarae, bv a. wind which threatened to leave not a 
thread of canras on the ship, Byron coald have had a treat 
superior to any " Bay of Biscay 0, if indeed he loved to be 
** Where the itniued Duat ii quivered like * reed. 
And the i«nt canvu fluttering Btrev«d the gmie t " 

Whilst sailing with one fore-top-galUnt, main-gallant, sod 
main-royal all close-reefed, onr moin-top-Bail was rent to ahredH 
about midnight. Nothing more munificent on land or ocean 
could be witnessed than this aea night-acene. Every monntaiD 
wave seemed aa if it would bury the ahip ; yet most buoyantly 
she overtopped them. 

In the morning how sublimely grand the spectacle J The vast 
and monntainona wilderness of waters son-bnghtened beneath a 
waitn Bzare sky. Towards night, the horizontal snn, glowing 
lesplendently in the west, tinged the blue waves and the spray 
astsm, with a palish green light ; and bnilt up for us in the 
east a goijgeous rainbow ; and flushed the few renuuning storm- 
clouds with a wild staining. The ship, a noble object, t>etwiit 
them, rising and Mling. The albatross gliding by on motionless 
pinions, sometimes near, then hidden in some retired taIIot 
amidst the ocean mountAins. Anon, as our ship again aacendeo, 
visible, a most stately object. All the while uie spray Haahing 
wildly over the decks, 

Dteember 3. — Hose betimes ; long before daybreAk. The 
Pleiades, Aldeboian, the consbellAtion of Orion, and Sirios, 
neariy overhead to the westward. The moon, a thin crescent, 
and Venns, both looking beantifnll^ bright, in the east. The 
waves weltering in the dkrhness against the ship, And the wind 
strong as a mountain torrent. 

This evening a large brown moth was can^t in the ahip, 71 
inohes across the wings; it is of a South Amerij;an genns, 
■nd thought to have come thence. 

Dtcenifir 3.— Lat, 32° 44' S., long. lfi° W. One albatross and 
A few petrels seen to-day. 
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DeceoAer 4. — Shoal of poTpobea. Lat 33° 24' S., IodK- 13" 
SffW. 
December 5. — 

Day after Aty, week after mek ^oes by— 
At length another vemel we Aetcrj 
fieneatli the ume wild cope of aceaii tky. 
The Soathem Cross, of which those at all conversant with the 
coDstellations of the southern hemisphere must have heard, is 
DOW visible, and an inteFSSting object, a little after ten o'clock 
at night. It does not now appear to the best advantage, being 
inverted, and in rather a leaning position. 

The Magellan Clonds, two of them white, the other dark, 
three in number, are also prominent objects in the stan; 
heavens. They are at first sight nothing more than small 
patches of fleecy cloud, two of tbem, but when looked at steadily, 
are nothing more or less than spots on the heavens— the milky 
whiteness of innumerable stars closely congregated ; jast like 
detached portions of the Milky Way. The black clond being 
only the reverse of this, or the total absence of stars, a blank in 
the starry aniverse. 

We have had many whales abont ns, of a small kind, sending 
np a vaponry steam whit«lv against the dark elands. There 
were also, for more than an nonr, at the stem of the ship three 
or four of those snperbly-winged birds — the albatross, gliding to 
and fro with a soft dream-like motion. All the specimens of 
this bird have been more or less colonred, dark or light brown 
on the npper sides of the wings and back ; in a few of them, the 
bodies have been entirely white. Those that have come under 
onr observation have been not more than a year or two old, as 
after that time they erow whiter unti] purely white. We have 
been losing in latitude to-day, the wind being contrary, bnt have 
gained a little in longitnde. Lat. 33" 16' S. 
' Dectmber 6. — Another and more beautiful individual of the 
petrel genos seen to-day, the Cape-pigeon. It is white seen 
above yon, bnt when you look down upon it as it skims along 
the waves, or rests upon them, it is barred and spotted with 
a rich waim-toned brown, sprinkled over with white, and on a 
white ground. The more we go southerly the more of these we 
are to find. It and the albatross — email as a pigeon the former, 
and ]ai:ger than the ea^e the latter — are the moat beautiful sea- 
hirds yet seen by us. The wind against us. The ship seen 
yesteroay, to-day ont of sight. AnoUier of the ^trel tribe has 
jnst made its appearance, called by our sea-faring people the 



3,Coo^le 



VAN StEUSH'S LAND AND ADStBALIA FEUX. 45 

kiow petrel. It is Biud to breed oa the New Shetlanda in the 
South Pacific, and to reu its joang in the snow. The upper 
part of its body fuid wingi are grey, and white under. 

I>eeember 7. — We now see more than ft dozen birds of the 
alhatrosa kind ; if not of different Bpecies it mnst be, as I have 
before stated, difference in age that causes ao great a variety in 
size and colour ; some being not apparently more than four feet, 
whilst others are eight or ten feet across the wings ; some porely 
white — otheiB brown — and some nearly black. 

One of these birds was abot in the morning, and another 
wounded and left to die a lingering death on the water. 
There is wanton cruelty and waste of liK in this useless, aimlesa 
slaughter of creatares which yoa cannot obtain. Should any 
evil consequences follow the sacrilegious murder of the " bird 
of good omen," there wilt not be wanting many of oar mariners 
to know whence onr miaeries are derived. It is a snperstitioos 
weakness akin to good. The Cbristian and the poetical philo- 
sophy of the New Testament and of Wordsworth, came strongly 
int« my mind, — of the sparrow not falling to the groond disre- 
garded ;— and of 

" The S^t tlut IB in the boundlHi lir, 

Thmt IB in tLe green leavea unong the groves, 
Uainlauu i itep and rennntial care 
For the uno^nding creiturei whom he lorei.'" 
A dim Coleridgean superstitious feeling came over me, when 
' Q the afternoon oar calm bree^ heavens were bimg widely with 



a dark and stormy drapery of clouds ; and also when, shortly 
" " »■, the wind got np, and we were enve' " " ^ ' "" ""■ ''~ " 

a roisty rain squall. It seemed that 

''Suffering nitun grieved that one nhould die."* 

A large black whale was seen by as in the aftemoon ; five or 
six birds, called whale-birds, making their appearance at the same 
time. They are about the size of tile tartle-dove ; in voice and 
shape they mnch resemble the swallow. 

One of them settled on the point of the flying-jib-hoom, and 
although several times driven thence by seamen attempting to 
catch it, it always returned to the same place. It is a very 

Eretty and friendly bird. Its body is while, its tail forked, its 
ead nearly black, its bill and legs dark-<irange. It lingered 
with us till the dnsk, then disappeared. What with this bird, 
the whale, many species of petrel, the nnmber and constant 
flitting to and fro of the albatrosses ; and the coming hnny-sknny 
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■bont the pn>w of the ship of a rampant, le&ping, racing shoal of 
porpoises— we were kept, during most of the Sky, in a state of 
lively eicitement. Lat. 35" 48" S., long, 10» 35' W. 

Deaembtr 8. — Our fifteenth Sondar on tike ocean. Pablic 
religious Borvice was obserred on board for a few sabbaths only, 
beginning with the first Sunday after the stonn in the English 
Channel. To me it seemed -the pietr of fear ; and with the 
sense of dangn, the form of piety vanished. Many of the whale- 
birds have been twitterinc and chuckling about the rigging, and 
settling on the yards. They must he birds of a shor^nannting 
genua^ that have followed the whale too far ont, seaward, they 
have so much the appearance of weariness. There seems to me 
ample scope, a wide field for the naturalist, amongst the bird- 
tribes of the ocean ; especially in the vast expanses of the South 
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. Kor wonid it be nnpleasuit to 
have a vessel at one's command on a mission of the kind. Of 
course, our merchantmen never turn a jot ont of their way, or 
linger a moment, to obtain any object scientifically interesting or 
valuable. Nor, indeed, though it seems hard to ua, ought it to 
be expected ; and indeed, 

" Hot ahould iteie money-b»g> see coat and west ?" 

For a day, the wind driving ua westward, we were making for 
Tristan D'Aconha, the reradence of Governor Glaase and his 
small community ; bnt changing again, we leave it to the soath- 

Wedneadayand Thursday we made little progress; yesterd^ 
and to-day we are making up for it. We are now in lat. S. 
36° 2', long. W. 7° 34', At noon we were visited by the largest 
porpoises we have yet seen ; the kinds, sizes and colours, aie 

In the distance, to the north-east, a vessel is seen. If a whaler, 
as we suppose by its lying-to, it is occopied with a whale 
recently caught, 

Decmher 9. — Rough weather. One consolation we have in 
our dull ship ; it is strong and tight, never leaking more than 
ten or eleven inches of water in the hold, even after a gale. 
This is well — aud what is still better, our captain is, we made 
the discovety long ago ; sober, active, anxious for the sxFety of the 
vessel and the crew ; ever on the alert when there is the least 
appearance of danger ; tenacious of his authority ; as a sailor 
skilful, allowed to be so by those of the crew and passiengera 
who know anything aboat the matter ; and he has conseqaently 

[■.a.wi 3, Cookie 
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the confidence of all oik boiurd ; imd as a nun be u kind and 
gentlemanly. 

The weather is now chill enough for an English antnmn ; but 
perhaps this feelinc we are indebted for to tropical latitadea. 
We owe to the sootnem iceberes the cold of windi which are 
blowing thence. West longitude 4°. 

Deeanber 10.— Fiye wh^es seen. The aea a lively animated 
pictnie. Inspirited bj the weather, I wrote — 

UFOtf TBK OCEAN OOD IS NEAR. 
Upon tbe oceta Ood i> nesr — 

The wing of the Moat High, 
In aim moA itorm, ■ gndoua ibnii, 

Brooda over mb uid ab;. 
Bia lore 11 bccBlhed in crcry wind, 

Hi* Toin in every wftTe ; 



Hit Ikiw of promtH ire behold, 

A* goigeouily urayed 
Ai when, unid a world dettroyed, 

'Twia Ant to man di^layed. 
Hit gentlei t creatnrei, dare-like biidi. 

Belt on our wandering barque ; 
They Mel[ our legsel u the dore 

Tlie liie-jweierring Ark. 
The banner of hia loia, the ran, 

Shinea on m day by day ; 
Hifl prasence idghdy in tbe nioon 

Illumea onr ii»tery way. 
Wo cannot go where God is not 

In goodneas ever nigh ; 
Thug when we ileep upon the deep 

We move before Hia eyo. 

This evening we paused the meridian of Greenwich, having 
come, driven on by strong winds, since jesterdaj 184 miles : 
good bye to the west longitudes ! Oar soath latitude is 37° 40'. 
lliis i«rt of the ocean belong to the vast and almost illimitable 
" fishing eronnds " of the sonthem hemisphere : consequently 
we hare had abont as nearly a dozen whales to-day ; some of 
them near, and sending up abundantly their watery steam into 

Onr barqne is seldom without the pleasant companionship of 
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many and variooB aqoaljc biids ; ^m Uie magnificent albatnsA 
to llie little stormy petrel, a martin-like bird ; or, aa it is csUed 
by seunen, Mother Carey's chicken. The grey or snow petrel ia 
more common now. There are many other speciea of t£e same 
ganaa. Of tema many kinds. The pretty dove-like nhale-birda 
grow also more abundant. 

i>M«mi«rll. — Strong Btormywinds: compelled to take in much 
canvas. What albslrt^s we now see are nearly whit«. A large 
black bird, veiy tike a domestic hen, seen ; it is called tbe Cape- 
hen. A current sets in Ew^nst us strongly in this part of the 
ocean from the sonth, so that when we seem going forward six 
knots an hour, we do not in reality advance more than foor. 
To-day, aa heretofore, onr yonng paBsengers have amused them- 
selves cmelly with shooting our coiijidential and beaalifnl 
viaitorB the whale-birds, " Yon wretches," exclaimed our chief 
mate ; " you may depend on't youll have a gale of wind tor kill- 
ing those birds, before yon get to Ijannceston !" A graceful 
superstition protects the robm-redbreaat ; I wish the mate's 
denoDciatitm mi^t prevail to protect these. East longitnde 
3' 6'. 

December 12. — Wehavenotcomealltbiswayfornothing; there 
are now near us a kind of iatge fish called sea-devils. Tne very 
whales seem to shun ns, on what account they can best judge. 
Wind variable, air cold, 

Deemiber 13. — Clondy and cold. 

Deeembtr 14. — Many changes in wind and weather in a little 
time: sailsfuiled, then sbockont again: one moment the day bright 
and warm, then dark and rainy. Although it is Bummer time, 
on the sea the air is cold. In the tropics the tbermometer 
rawed from 80° to 06°. Here it is seldom lower than 60°, or 
hij^er than 66". On land the reflection wonld be stronger, and 
it would be consequently mnch warmer, if not intolerably hot. 

We have had for more than a week a long rolling swell from 
the west and sonth-west. The motion of the ship is intolerable. 
Up we go, and down again, rocking and rolling. Long, 11 ° 40* 
E., bt.S. 37° 30", 

December IS.— On land there is a chime of sabbath bells in most 
Chriatian lands, and here opon the waters wide and deep there 
may be piety and worship, but it is without any outward indica- 
tion. Silence seema the nniversal principle ; nor can solitude 
and silence find a more absolute empire for their sovereignty 
than the ocean. E, long. 13° 30'. 

Dectmbtr 1 6, — Lasteveningthesky presented the most wonderful 
appearance ; the Bhapes, the whole character and colouring of the 
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tkj and clonda at saaeet, must certoinlj have been pecnliu to 
thiB latitude of the BODtheni hemisphere. Snch azure clondB, 
and purple, clondB the nsnal colonr of the ekv itself, whilst tha 
cope of neareu was purple above, and round tne hoiiion to some 
height it WW a pale green, and in other places a reddish tafiron, 
with here and fLere pale golden lines immediately next the Ban, 
with other lines of the liveliest lake imaginable. Then tha 
clouds all round the horizon had a gorgeous and vaiious coloui- 
ing ; the cope of heaven being in fact all one rich sunset. Thia 
perpetual pageantry of the aky takes away considerably fiom the 
weariness and monotony of long ocean-wanderiDg. Many and 
load are the murmureis, who complain of many things which 
never trouble me. That of which I most comptain is, during a 
long sea-voyage, the ntter, grave-like ignorance in which wa ora 
kept as it regards intelligence of what is passing on land. We 
are dead to the world ; severed from its varioni and thrilling 
inter^ts. From port to port not to linger, not to visit ns at sea, 
friendly intelligence is wAed on the wings of the wind. " Who 
knows," I have sometimes said as a ship has gone by ns, " bnt 
tliat vessel may bear within it news of life or death, grave or 
lively matter, food for smiles or teaiB ; for others it mnst, and 
nay for ns." 

Op Sunday night at nine o'clocic, leaning with the doctor over 
the ahip's gangway, we speculated on the position of the ship ; 
whether it was stationary, had a backward or a forward molion, 
so thoroughly did we seem becalmed. Now there is no doubt 
as to oar progress. Then the heavens and the ocean were dark 
and silent aa the grave. Now what a change ! at six o'clock twenty 
sails fluttered in the breeze ; in an hour's time ten of them have 
been taken in, and others reefed. The winds are up, and wail 
and whistle through the shrouds. The spray dashes over the 
bulwarks, intimating a fearful night. 

Deeet^er 17. — Soon after midnight the gale had somewhat 
abated, and the clouds blown separate in the heavens revealed 
through many a chasm myriads of stars burning brightly, and over 
the weather-bow of the vessel Venus large and lustrous ; 
resplendent spectacle. To-day we are in 18° east longit 
tha longitude of Cape Town, to the south of it two degree 
the morning we were becalmed, and a boat was lowered, partly 
that some of the passengers might have the pleasure of sailing 
about the ship, and also to take up some aquatic birds. Hitherto 
what hod been shot had, with a few exceptions, fallen overboard, 
and been lost. Now they were enabled to procure some stormy 
petrels— a white-breasted petrel, somewhat like a lapwing ; also 
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a jonng albatross measnring nine feet from tip to tip of the 
wings, diiee feet from head to tail, and the bill five and a half 
inches long. Coloar, dark brown. 

December 18. — Again becalmed ; the boat again let down tota^ 
op an albatross ; larger, and broader in the wings than the other 
three inches. The poor bird had only a wing broken, and was 
put down upon the deck unhnrt in other respects. It was a sad 
sight to see it maintain a stately silence, sitting motionless, sar- 
rounded by nnmeroas eager lookers-on, to see it take the offered 
food and ^irow it aside disdain folly, — 

" Tranquil in BuSerinj, 
Great amidst it^ p^,** 

SO sadly oat of its own element— the free, the flowing sea, and 
boundless ail — so fallen, and so unhappy. 

December 19.— We are reminded by wind and wave of our 
whereabont ; and that the Cape of Good Hope had once another 
name, the Cape of Storms. 

STANZAS. 
Tbe wsrea Bubnided ta a calm ; 

The playful winds were hushed to refit ; 
The main, u b; some powerful chatm, 

Heaved softly aa a human breut. 
Our bark upon tie water* slept. 

And the wares lolled her through the night, 
Tbe moon fair wilcb atwie ub kept. 

The air wu soft, tbe etara were bright. 
Now clouds tempestuouB o'er ua drift ; 

The moon npon our aCaggcriag haik 
GleiLms fiiintly through a partUl rift, 

Then atiugglefi onward thmugli the dark. 
A drear; and a billowy night, 

Of howling wind, and daahing spray ■ 
Bude waTBB that Ion ua in their might. 

Wild winds that apeed us on our way. 
A vehement, yet friendly saiurge ; 

A kindneH not to be withstood i 
To toss, to torture, and to urge, 

Witb lerious yet veuUous good. 
To make ub fcel jusl when we are ; 

To prove tbe element* have power ; 
That we from rach tmnultuoua war 

Ma; IwQ to prize a tranquil hour. 
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Jmt called out to see some immeme whales, of the black kind. 
One by the ship kt least TO feet long. Huge monsters hesTing 

t^ieir enonsouB cinlk out of the ocean, and sponting their wateiy 
Tspoors high into the air. S. kt. 36° 58', E. Ions. 20° 33'. 

Dectmber SO. — TMb day, as in others, the earu still tnTuing 
upon its axis, we have the son hright, then obscnre ; a day 
whatever its import to na that will have only its coatomary hours 
— and those are now of no use to ns. Time might as well cast 
his scythe into the sea, tear off that one lock of hair, and go for ever 
'» sleep, as we be in onr present position with the wind a-head. 



in to the Cape, than to be tacking about under the least possible 
sail. The foresail, the foretopsail, and the maintopsail are close 
reefed : the mainsaO is stowed away, and there is a reef in the 
mixes ; and the contrary wind blows as though " earth and 
heaven it would together mell." 

December 21. — All night, how tempeatnons ! the vessel, though 
under light sail, leaping, plunging, and rolling tremendous^. 
Yesterday, one of the l»lies was in hysterics ; nor do I wonder 
at it in sach a sea. The spray has dashed over the ship wildly 
for more than tiiirty booiB ; and there is yet little appearance 
of any abatement. This in England is the shortest day— here 
the longest. We have UtUe, if any, real night. 

A THOUGHT. 

The NsutfluB »il« bj «l will— 

The iih on agile winga ; 
How waadroDi i> His power uiil akill 

'Who timed >11 living thingi I 
The esgla on bis mountain height — 

The ilbBtron nt tea, — 
Bow gTBcdiil in their fonna, in flight 

How beautiful and free ! 

Deeember 22.— The snnaet last night, how glorious 1 the 
Bunrise this rooming, sweet and pnre dove-footed in the stunlesB 
ether. At eight o'clock last lught — or, as the seamen say, eight 
bells — the wind abated, and the ship was turned about to east 
by norUi, We began to congratulate ourselves on a qniet night ; 
but Uie wind had only taken breath for a harder blaati At four 
o'clock the gale might be heard coming with the steady regular 
march of a flood : on it came ; there was the harrying tread of 
the whole crew on deck, and a cry of " leef the topsails ! " The 
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wind thrashed the canvas as with a flail, and the veBsel leapt 
aboat like a cork. We have thus been again for tliree nights 
reminded, by fierce and contraiy winds, that we are yet in the 
neighbourhood of the " Cape of Storms." Lat. 29° 32' S., long. 
22' 30' B. Here i^ain, a singnlar circninstance in this sea, we 
saw several flying-fish. 

December 23. — Wind blowing ns on steadily in the right 
direction. Not a day lost to ns. 

Many birds abont us : the albatross ; the nelly-bird, much 
resembling the albatrosa, only mach smaller ; and a slate- 
colonred bird now numerons, half the size of the nelly-hird ; 
all evidently of one genaa. In Edward Stanley^ little work on 
Birds there is an incorrect statement with regard to the first of 
these — the albatross. It is said never to rest on the wateT. We 
have seen it repeatedly swimming as leisurely and stately as 
the swan. When it descends to the water to take np food, it 
does not, as it is described, tread npon the water, not even 
apparently J it swims on the water — not closing its wings, bnt 
waving them gracefully in the air ; and when it has accomplished 
its object it rises again without attempting to close them. Two 
of these we passed this afternoon — fine birds — and most beanti- 
fully, with closed wings, most superbly did they float np and 
down over the waters. The nephew of Professor Bnckland shot 
at one of them, but it seemed, -and I hope it was, unhnrt. Lat. 
89° S.,long. 28° 50' E. Whales and olier large fish seen. 

Decemier 24.- — Quite a sensation amongst ns : a ship is follow- 
ing as, just in sight. Many are oar conjectnres with regard to 
it, as to what and whence it may be, and bound for what port. 
Idle speculations these of a necessarily idle race of sea-prisoners. 
We watched its progress most of the day, and decided fr<mi 
near observation {for lo be only a mile off is near at sea), that it 
was a goodly, well-bnilt East India-trading Dntch ship, going, 
most likely, to Java. We could see her men in the rigging 
very distinctly, and also on deck. None but long-seafaring folk 
can know how intensely interesting is such neighboaihood ! 

There being rather a ronghish sea on at the time, she rocked 
veiy mnoh from side to aide, nearly touching the water with her 
stunsaU-booms ; whilst ours, though in comparison nothing as a 
ship or aa a Huler, being more heavily laden, moved more 
ateadily and erect throng the water. If she was the most 
beantifril object — the noblest in aspect and fleetness — ours was 
dry and the most comfortable. No sooner had she passed ua 
than there came down npon ua moat auexpectedly a while agnail. 
We had at the time twenty-dz aula set ; had been going bnakly. 
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ftt least nine knots pei hoar, now we cut throneti Uie water like 
an arrow, fearfully. These mddan blows in Uaa EoBtem ocean 
are Yery dangerous, as vessels are often dismoBted bj them. It 
being Christmsn-eTe, we had, like Job's sons and danabters, been 
driidcing wine, not certainly in a hoase tliat was hlawu down, 
bat in a sea-dome that we feared wonld be blown over. We 
had tlins a sudden transition from merriment to sober sadness. 
No evil consequences did then result to us, the good progress 
we had made being found in the nest day's reckoning. 

Z>eetm6er 25.— Filled are land hearto, full, for us, wiUi pity ! 
It is Christmas~daj : a festival 

" Thnmgh aU tbn kingdoma y/hidi Knowledge Chiiit" 
And how can it be enjoyed at sea 1 Why, truly, we tiy to make 
the best of it, though there be hat little manifestation of hilarity, 



C' even here it is kept as a holiday. A fat pig and a rfieep have 
n killed. There is sea-pie, plum-pudding, roasted pork, wine, 
porter, and ale. These there are, and something better. The 



IB well as the Present. We have lived in England. 
Onr inward ear is busied with the chimes of bells ringing sono- 
rously in the vast cities and towns, and pleasantly in the rural 
villages, of our native land. We see a gracefol, orderlj', and intel- 
ligent people, stirred by one impulse, flocking to innumerable 
churches. We see a world of cheerful firesides, circled by rela- 
tions and friends. The darker, the colder it maybe without, the 
brighter and warmer it will be within. We think of, and are 
thon^t of. We see simple rural dwellings, and enter into the 
festivities, heart and hand, of the homely in their hearty homeli- 
ness, and their sincere hospitalities. Nor are we unenhvened by 
the seasonable gratulations of the refined and the elegant. There 
is mach good feeling and good cheer. Thus are annually united 
links too mnch and too long kept asunder. Thankfnl I am to 
Providence that 1 was bom and grew to manhood in England. 
Many of its most living pictures of life and manners thus become 
to us an ennobling and perpetuil property. What is more re- 
freshing than the recollection of manv a peasant's cottage, espe- 
cially at Christmas time 1 The breezmeas, the mnshine cold but 
bright on the white-sanded floor ; the windows, green and 

vermilion, with mistletoe and shining ' " ■ ■■- - = • 

sbontins children ; the clock ticking ii 
the redbreast hops in and out, turning his wild timid bright 
black eye sidelong up at you. God's blessing on the clean, sweet, 
tnral cottage of the British peasant 1 Nor do I forget homes 
where our glorioos national literature entering makes them 



Paradise. Nay, Literature will enter where Fortune will not ; 
and Song having birth there, will imparadise tlie hnmbleBt 
dwelling. There are, and I hope always will be, Buma'a and 
Bloomfields in homely, heolthfol-hearted. Old England ! 

THE FAffiEST AND THE BEST. 

From chQdhood I lute lived wil]i one 

That had a bomelj air; 
A CKatiin of a Bober mood. 

Yet eicillently tor. 
With her id pleBWiat hanntt I dirett. 

And nnto me abundailt good 

W« dealt in that aveet time. 
What fo her hindneu owe I not T 

How InGnile the debt ! 
Far all thii wealth of heart and miod, 

I loved and love lier jet 
A mother wa« ebe unto me 1 

On her maternal bnaat 
I knew auch aleept do other land 

H*j e'er aSbrd euch rent. 
A sister was slie too t 0, more 1 

An angel doth she >eem ! 
And I with hei for jem have walked 

Aa in a hlened drewu. 
The moonliglit of her beauty plaji 

Arounit me far away ; 
Her sunshine in tliia diatant clime 

Yet miuglei with the d»j. 
Well is she to the natioDe known. 

And has for igea been, 
For her manificeace and power, 

And i> of them — the (jneen. 
Dear England I o'er all lands, the land 

To glorily, to blen ; 
To tbee I feel my heart expand. 

Thou isle of ha[fHaes> '. 

Lai. 39° 4' S., long. 32° Sff E. 

The early dawn was greeted with a very homely antiqM 
Christmas carol, by onr youngest sailor ; a rode, lecldess, good- 
natnred lad. The old words — 

■■ The Bret great joy that Maiy had," 
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sounded Btrangely of thirty yeaxa ago ; whilst the pronnncia- 
tion of eternity, " atamatee," was quite of the country viUage 

JDecemier S6. — The sea calmer than we expected in thia vast 
and generally tempegtaous ocean. When croeaing the sonndinga 
off the Cape, near the Sonth African ahore, we had short chopping 
seas, and iha veaeel pitched and rolled dieagreeably. Here, 
however, nndnlationa, like the ocean, are on a moTS^beral scale ; 
they rise and fall immensely, and have £u-reaching swells. 

Ikeember 27.— A day— it passed over, Lat. 39° 40' S., 
long. 36° 46' B. 

£)ecmAer 28. — Tempeatnons — veiy : a miserable day. 

Detainer 29. — The last and moat disagreeable ^bbath of 
1839. The winds blowing fiercely : moving on the sea onder 
close-reefed topaaila. Some of the yards are also taken down, 
cannng the ship to have a n^ed, death-like, and hopeleaa 
appearance. Day after day, night after night, the gale contmuea. 
The sea dashed over the bnlwarks. The dogs whine piteonsly. 
The very rats terrified. The nights darii, with occasional 



December 30. — The gale has subsided : the ship yet tombling 
from side to aide unpleasantly. The thermometer has fallen 
from 66° to 60° ; it is therefore colder. The rain has fallen, and 
it ia nncomfoitably wet. The sea has fallen a little ; bat is v< 
wild and heaw. The pots and kettles, and everything else 
liberty, k^p foiling, 
desired haven have a 
hat«hway steps. Some others have also fallen. The only reason 
tliat all of OS have not partaken of this fallen condition, this 
original sin, is, that we have used our feet well, and our hands a 
good deal better- 

J>eeember 31. — 1 hope the winds and waves will permit the 
venerable Present, shortly to become the Past, a happy end, and 
quiet burial. He must be sewed up in his hammock, and have 
a sailor's grave. Other hononrs, here, we can pay him none. 

Last year I graced the annual demise with " Away with thee, 
old year;" now, as then, I think of the distant, if not of the 
dead, and have penned — 

A DREAM OP LAND. 

Whence comeB thii dream, taj miDd 
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Yet tna the viuan I ena now beheld 

Host beautiful t 
To H green iale we came, 

Wbere Btaid our prow ; 
Where, to the oceui from the alopii^ ihore. 

Drooped brunch uid bough. 
Ambmisl fruiti, ill-haed, lo tempt the tute, 

Araund us bnng : 
Beea in fhe clover hummed — in trees 

The wild birds rang. 
lUch wu the gleun of corn-fields, golden brown ; — 

The Hxttered hamlets fiiir : 
A land of ninJ plenty, OTerfiowfld 

With gladneu ererywherB. 
A putorsl scene it wu, of nrest sweets, 

Wherein I went emltiiiglf about ; 
1 heud the bleat of fiockt — ^e reqier'i ii>Dg~ 

I heard the harveel Bhout. 
O, well was it rvinembered — well 1 knew 

The wood, the stream, the valley, and the hill ; 
There wss nought wanting, mth sapvmett joy 
, Hy mind to GIL 

All old iriondB were around me — life's first friends. 

With those of atler years ; 
The many with regret resigned — Ihe few 

With holiest teara. 
Awake — the booming billoirs on us dash — 

Upwards and downwards, o'er the brine we go ; 
There is strange dimueu in the heaveDS above — 

Gknun on the deep below. 

Janaary 1, 1840. — Wlen eight-bells was rtrack, twelve o'clock, 
on the ship's bell, the old jeai waa rung ont, and tlie Dew one in 
— a atronge sound in the hearing of only sixty-six houIb — on the 
soliUry sea. Many compliments of the season, mutual good 
%riBhes, have passed sincere or polite lips, yet it is not the less 
an nnhappj new year. The winds are against tJS. When will 
the elements be propitions 1 When will favouring gales waft 
:us onwards to Anstralia 1 

In the evening the sailoTs had grog abundantly, and sung 
vigorously in the forecastle : the wind sung as londly ; it seeoiea 
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ft contention which rongh voice should drown the other. lAt. 
41* 52' 8., long. M" 10' E. 

Jamtary 2. — Oar chief mate, who had crosied the equator 
nearly eightj timea, and other old Mamen, well acquaintea with 
this ocean, say thej never knew such a continuance of wild 
Btonny weather aa ws have had in it. Still our old friends, the 
various marine birds, do not forsake ns. Here, thev are old 
companions and new, and do their beat, and do nuke tne voyage 
less wearisome. 

Jantiary Z.—\M. 41' 38' 8., Ifflog. 69° Cft* B. The windi 
are strong ; the eea is getting np. The fore-atajr Bail is blown to 
lags ; all is preparation for nailing down the hatches, and putting 
in the dead-lignts. The only set are close-reefed ; only suffi- 
laent canvas carried to steady the vessel in the tempest. The 
sun ia about to set, and what a sunset ! What a wild sublimitT 
of daA and bright— of misty yellow lays throogh masses of black 
clouds ; the sea coming on in ridges of vast bulk. Ever^here 
the tope of the waves are blown into a misty spray, filhn^ the 
air. The albatrosses and grey petrels, like ancient Bea-&rers, 
are, in the midat of all this nproar, quite at home ; sometimes 
dimly discerned in the twilight, and then lost behind the billows. 
The rise and fall of the ship ; the roll and mah of everything 
moveable is dreary and awful. The sound of the waves as they 
dash against and over the deck, is dread and heavy ; but the 
moan, the sweep and wailing of the winda in evetr dark pauae 
of other sound, is, above eveiything, sad and wild. To see a 
wave comiiu ^Rer ns so much above the ship, vou feel sure must 
overwhelm her ; but over it she rises, and is borne onwards by 
it as on giant's shonlders. It is night— densely dark it is — only 
the storm ia a phoaphoric li^t to itself— a paly light in the pitchy 
gloom. The hatchways are closed and nailed np ; the dead' 
lights are in ; and our good ship rolls blindly on through the 
wild and mountainous ocean, like a compact shell, holding within 
her, subject to elemental influences, much nucerUin life. None 
of oar oldest aea-hring people remembered anything like the 
weather in these seas, that we have had in them. Blown <uiwards 
hj this storm in one day SCO miles. 

Jamiary 4.— Most aniiouslv has the first faint glimpse of 
light been looked for ; it haa dawned, and though the gale is yet 
atrone, how beautifully tranquil, smiling on the dar&ess cunt 
and 1£b troubled ocean, is Venus, the morning star. 

There was little sleep for any one last night ; but the day, 
though wild and atormy, has made up for it. There is more 
confidence in the bri^, than in. the oaik side *4 a gale. We 
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« The conflicta and the sounds 

That live in daTknesa," 

Still, at nijbt, the gale continnes. Lat. 40° Iff S., long, 
64° 2S' B. 

January 5. — The atonn has somewhat subsided. After the 
ship, westward, is a broad qiace of blue sky, with masses of 
clondB arising nndemeath. Eastward, abore tbe horizon, heBvy 
storm-clondB are fast dis^peaiine ; the son's rays streamiiig in 
lined breadths, through breaks in them, widely over the sky. 
VeDUB, the momiag star, was silverly indiBtinct. Oh the sub- 
lime Bpectacle presented by the sea ! Wave after wave, per- 
petaal in BnccesBion i Now the ship ascends what seems the 
upland slopes ; and a little way henind, coming after her, is 
another wave of vast altitude— up it raises her, as on Atlantean 
shoulders, and rnns on with her for some time — then downward 
she descends again into the valley, again to arise' incessantly. 
There is more of majestic grace, in what the sailors term " 



power of the ocean— a grand blending of beauty and terror. 
Lat. 39° 10' S., lone. 64° 22" E. 

January 6. — A aelightful change, for the ship is reclothed, 
and we aie thankful to lie once more going comfortably along in a 
more reasonable sea. 

Expecting to see, if these winds continue, St. Paul's, and per- 
haps Amsterdam, the two small islands breaded evermore in 
a most immense solitude of sky and ocean, by one monotonous 
eternity of wind and wave. Ood help ilie unfortunate Crusoe of 
such uninhabited islands ! What must his thoughts b# of reach- 
ing the mainland — the mainland anywhere being 3000 miles 
off 1 Yet solitaiy mariners have been cast upon those islands, and 
willbea^n. Lat. 38° 43' S.,long.70'' 40'^E. 

There is no intenoiBsion, day after day, in iixe blind twilight 
and clear noon — in calm and storm : everywhere, and in all 
seasons, innumerable sea-birds voyage with ns onwingaudvrave. 
Cheerful puiBuivants, thanks to them ! 

January 7. — In dieerful sunshine how delightfully are we 
progressing ! Escaped as from the hell of the late tempest, 
wherein our poor snip groaned and stnisgled, wrestling despe- 
rately for life, we seem wafted as on angefwings over Uie seas of 
Faradise. We are going by tbe last log ten and a half knots 
tie hour. Lat. 39° 08' S,, long. 76* Sff E. 
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Ail the conrerastion is abont St, Panl's, Some intend (o go on 
shore to fish and shoot ; to see what ia to be seen ; to kill Beala ; 
to take albatroeseB' eggs ; visit the hot-water ^ring : these and 
other vondeiH are to be done. Mach canTSs taken in, that we 
may not ran against St. Panl's in the night. In the evening 
■asions look-ont kept, but no St. Panl's seen. 

Januaty 8. — All the past eight, with little sbU ont, we atill 
kept on seven knots an hour. Dark, with lain-cloDda ; the wind 
strong : a dreary dismal night. Here, veiling itself in impene- 
trable darkness, the island was, our captain supposed, not two 
miles off, and (liat we had passed it by. Oood-bye to it, if it 
is passed, and to onr expectations. 

Onr beantifal friends, the whale-birds, are again, after a long 
absence, with ns. Other birds, almost innumerable, attend ns, 
and more tame than usual. It is palpable that we are in the 
vicinity of land. Here are albatrosses in scores, moving over ve 
with a soft dream-iike motion ; or floating, a score at a time, on 
the qoiet water, like so many swans on a Canadian lake— a pnie 
and beautiful ught Onr reckless people could not look on this 
scene with any pleasure ; to shoot at uiem was, as before, irre- 
sistable. One albatross, when wounded, rose a little into the air, 
then flew right on before us. This circumstance, and the arriving 
out of Uie east of various kinds of birds during the day, bron^t 
to my recollection the impression made by the flight of birds on 
the mind of Ckilumbus, and confirmed me in the opinion that 
land lay somewhere not far on before ns. This conviction 1 
mentioned to manv. Three fine albatrosses have been caught, 
as fish are caught, by angling, this afternoon. Their plomage is 
marked very beautifally. It is a saddening sight to see him 
taken from aea and sky, from his illimitable ireedom, a forlorn 
prisoner. No disparagement to the bird of Jupi1« and his 
regality. Let him keep the cerulean dominion of the everlasting 
hiDs, Alpine or Caucasian : let him sport with lightning on 
Olympus ! still a most magnificent creatore is the albatross — 
lonl of the world of watent. In the night of tempests ia hia * 
soverei^ty; mwntained where the lightning's flash darts amongst 
moantalncillows, and when are bared to his glance, instanta- 



neonaly, the dread foundations of the mighty deep. In its 
tranquillity he glides, like Time to Eternity, over tlie ocean's 
Bhipleaa solitudes. 

I shall retire to bed restlee^ ; perhaps to dream of St. Panl's. 
Lat. 3B° 18' S., long. 78° 53' E. 

Januarp 9. — By half-past three in tie morning I was on deck, 
looking forward and around in the misty dawn for land ; bat not 
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seeing it I went, and again crept, into my berth. My nephew ten 
miiiateB afterwards (for he too could not leat), beiss on deck, 
saw the island. It was behind ds i the ship, on its oeing £ret 
seen, wa« quickly turned about, and thus 1 waa misled. Right 
onward for it direct, in the night, through wind, rain, and dark- 
ness, had we been going ; n^ien, but for Ood's moat especial 
providence and goodziess, by the intervention of day-light, we 
should have been dashed to atoms amongst its rocks and breakers. 
Though boldly palpable when seen, and very near us, it had a 
strange wild appearance. Fortunately we had it in ^he offing, 
the wind blowing in sfiong pista from its hills upon us. After 
we had sailed nearly two-thirds of the island's circumference to 
and fro, iNHitiug slup, we saw apart from the land a conical 
dome-shaped lock. This rock stands like a sentinel at the 
entrance of a small inland cove, where schooners go and ride 
rafely at anchor. Here we are at St. Paal's, the only land we 
have seen since the Cape Verd iales ; and to see land is soine- 
thing after nine thousand miles of sea. The base of the island 
has a very square and formal look, having been nndennined by 
the perpetu^ working of that day-and-night labourer, lie ocean. 
It is rather precipitons, breaking off above evenly, as it is 
washed away, age after age, below. High and wildly is dashed 
the spray, beaatifully mimickinz white ostrich feathers — veiling 
momentarily the many^colonred strata, traceable plainly in ihe 
shore's elevated frontage. Mists at times hid the hill-tops, and 
came scattering over ns in rtun, accompanied b^ fitfnl gusts of 
wind. Although the day cleared np and was bnght, it was too 
rough to permit us to approach the island on its accessible side. 
Still we could see the island— very closely too— so near as to be 
able to trace, in its green sward, seams miade by the heavy rains 
coming down the steep sides of its hills, 8ome of bur party, 
too, took a boat, and going closer into the shore, caught fish, very 
fine and large— nearly the boat full. What a fishing excursion ! 
They will remember that day ; for such another, onless there, 
' can they never have. Fish from four ponnds to sixteen — not less, 
the whole of it, than five hundredweight. 

Before we sail away from St. Paul's, I most mention that it is 
volcanic, some of its craters being observable ; one particularly, 
half waiied away by the sea, or perhaps only a Uiird of the« 
cvlinder is left. There are three l^ge ocean caves not far from 
tnis volcanic hill, in which the billows welter, dash, and foam 
eternally. 

This island is (he home of vast flocks of sea-birds, circling and 
skimming over the solitary waste of watais thousands of miles 
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hence ; hither titer come, to tliis central point, and here they 
build and rear their young ia the loclu. Seals are alra 
abnodant : as one poor mariner, shipwrecked, Cnuoe-Uke, in 
this nniiihabit^d island, found, to hii latiafaction ; killing vaet 
nnmbera of them, be wa«, by disposing of their slcins when he 
waa at length liberated, amply compensated for what privations 
he had here endored. Some whalers made a sammer and winter^ 
abode here, and spoke praiaingly of its summer qnalitles, but did 
not relish so weU the stonns and whirlwinds of the other portion 
of the year. 

When bidding St. Panl'e good-bye, as the last land-mark on 
our way to Australia, I wrote the annexed Terees : — 

ON VISITING ST. PAUL'S ISLAND, IN THE INDIAN OCEAN. 
D»y Bft»r d»j OUT iliip m«de w»j 

Thnugfa eadJen km the itme : 
Away, iwaj, through fbUD uid apny, 

TiU to an IbIc we cmmB, 
WhoH rocky coait could little 1>Da>t 

Eiapt it> acred name. 
We iped slong, the breeie wia atron^ 

Thick mialobBcored Ilie nuin ; 
Nor gleuned a light upon thfl night, 



In the dim dawn did we behold 

The stem and rocky shore. 
And turned, ai in the gulf of death, 

DflBtrnction fainied before ; 
We narted Iniii the mnken iwlu — 

We heard the breaken row. 
Aunther hnur, no mortal potrer 

Hod aught availed to eaTe, 
Amid the dsrit our wandering bmk. 

From rock and whelming wave ; 
And we, and oui brare marinerB, 

H*dfbnndanoi»an-graTe. 
We gazed with wonder on the itie, 

With thankiulneH and fear : 
Ai black and grey, it widely lay. 
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Alu, for lum ! -who from tliat iteep 
Onc« looked, most vretched h«. 
Who there atlaiaed with aiiuwi >Cruned, 



How oft Ihose BummiU did ha pue. 

His BOJTOW1 poDd«riag o*«r ; 
Ht only to dread life redeemed 

Upon (hat feuU ehore : 
And nilb viutt ejes did he behold — 

His kind approach once more. 
Hig dvellliig is abandoned now. 

To mlence and decay : 
The dead leaiea dance about the hearth, 

Where ileep the tshet grej. 

More pleased purauei hU way. 

Yet with deligbt, thoae aummitB bright, 

Throngh mists, with golden beams, 
I saw, — where also touched the sun 

Wilh joy the inUnd streama, 
For freshly came baek through my heart 

VoutVs early momjng dreams ; 
When in my mind, I could not find 

Aught pleasanter to do. 
Than round Bsmall HeqHriao isle 

To guide my small canoe : 
A lonely lung — my little buk. 

Not Urge enoa^ for two, 
0, enTiahle time ! the heart 

Had gladneu then to spare ; 
And widt iU own abundant weallb, 

Coold malie the barren fur : 
Like Piogpero, could lascy-build 

An Eden anywhere, 
I could not eniy Cmrae now, 

His kingdom — if alone : 
No longer blind, I of my kind. 

Nor would t, u in b(>yhood, haTa 
An island all my own. 
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If whmt ve iniie of fair and wi(s 

Wa fnm the world might cull, 
How might we mtke onr iakod-hoDUi 

The blest, the beautifiil I 
Hira atill it is — and tone— the home 

Of Ktlituy ihJDga : 
Haw wevilf the moaning Kft 

And wind aboDt it ungt ; 
And Ms-birdi 07, wfailat round it flit 

luamuenble wing* f 

With iiking more thm far, 
For in oh it bu nrinmoned up 

Old nmllectiami dev— 
And with regiet do we pereei™ 

It bde, and dii^ipeu 1 

January 10. — At day-break, a full-rigged handBome ship cama 
aloDgnde ; then, without displaying her coionra, ot excluuigiiig a 
word, passed on just before us, and sailed for the north-west. It 
appeared by its build and the golden eagle on its stem to be 
French ; but (he tacitnniity of its people caused us to con- 
sider it American. We are going bnsklr. Lat. 38° W S., Ion. 
81° 36' E. 

JiwMKwyH.— The night squally. Slow progress ; then swift. 
A little after midnight it came on to blow fiercSy ; and as thongh 
all the canvas would be carried away. " Come along !" shoatid 
the chief mate ; all was bustle ; there was running, bawling, and 
the heavy fall of ropes on the de<^ : then, by the time (he stud- 
ding sails were all in, how provoking ! ^1 was etill. With the 
dawn all donds disperse : the days are wanner, and have steadier 
breezes. No sooner, however, has the sun declined^ even before 
his setting, clouds in black masses gather in the horizon ; an inti- 
mation of what we may expect. The ui^t enfolds us, lain 
falls, and the winds blow upon us in tremendous gusts every half 
honr. They are like Falstaff's belt — " Out of tdl compass, oat 
of all compass. Sir John." Sore wear and tear for the ship'* 
canvas. Sue wiU want new rigging for the next Toyage, Lat. 
38° 19' S., long. 86° 12" E. 

January 12. — Night and day like the preceding. Lat. 37° 
46' S,, long. 88° 3S' E. 

Januaty 13. — About ten o'clock the capbun went silently to 
the forecastle, and called up all the seamen, charging them not 
to difitnib the passengers, as he wished to have as &w persons 
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in the way ae possible, telling them that the ship was on fire. 
He charged them to have their bockets readj inunediately. 
Majiy of the cabins were already tilled with smoke. There 

S roved, however, to be more amoke than fire ; more terror than 
anger. Certainly the ship would have been on fire had the 
circaiwitariee occurred later, and when all were gone or goins to 
bed. One of the pasaengers had thonghtleasly pnt his pipe into 
his coat pocket, and the nnextingoished tobacco had been emonl- 
dering and smoking for some time, when it was fortunately per- 
ceived, and the cause of alarm removed. By the BnppressioD of 
this fire, another of oor threatened sea-calamities was prevented. 
To have had the ship on fire would have put a climas to onr 
disasters. Our poor nnfortunate wooden fiastile ought surely 
now to be exeiopt from other casualties. After storms, collision 
with another ship, and narrowly escaping destruction with a 
second, then to nave been so near running upon the rocks of 
St. Paul's and there suffering shipwreck— there seemed nothing 
wasting hut fire to complete her catalogue of perils. 

i/cnuofy 14.— Wind and rain; miseiahle. Thanks to Sonthey ! 
his Poems made the day pleasanter. 

Jtmuary Ifi.— Instead of Medusffi, which abundantly floated 
alongside, varions species in various latitudes, we have now bar- 
nacles in clusters. The sameness of the sky and ocean is 
wearisome. The days are clouded, with only casual gleams of 
sunshine. Very seldom do we see the moon, thoagh nearly at 
the fall. We are also grown strangers to the stars, and ehonld 
see as a novelty a moonlight or a starlight night. There is as 
little variety in the nights as in the iayi. To-night, e '' 

-■-*■'- '^e wind died down t' ' ' ~- ' 

e out they mshed, 

" Fierce as ten furiee, terrible aa helir 

Endued, they seem, with a tremendous determination of will, 
and with a most immeasm'atle capacity for mischief. You fency 
nothing can satisfy them but the dismasting of the ship, or the 
fufal loss of its canvas ; then, in a few minutes, they die aww 
to a more reasonable compass. Lat. 38° 41' S., long, 99° 3ff E. 
January Ifi. — The wind from the south; very cold: alter- 
nately dark and moonlight ; hailstones, lunar rainbows, then 
ntter darkness. This in the niaht. The day rather wanner: 
the season summer, same as July in England : the wind cold 
and mde as an English Mai'ch : tee snn as a summer-sun, hot. 
A bitter blending of extremes — our faces and hands smart with 
the heat and parching dryness of the aii, and the dryness of the 
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cold winter's wind. Altogether it is a strange medlej, and very 
UKomfortable. 

Jmmary 17. — To-dajr the sea ia amootber than we have known 
it ia the Anatral ocsBn. Indeed, so have we been pnffed About, 
■o toased on ita stormy water, we coald not liiink there woa in 
it> natare anv tianqoiliitj. VeiT few birda aeen. One albatroas, 
two nellj'binla, foor large petreu, and three MotbeT-Carej'a, ore 
all that accompany na to^j. A dead whale Boating far to 
leeward. I^t 38° W S., long. 106° 56' E. 

•/onuofy 16. — Many begin to be the apeculationa abont land ; 
and the time we may reach it. Wagers are laid ; and there are 
high and low spirits, raodolated by gentle. oi^ briak winds. Some 
allow as only aix more days for the completion of the voyage ; 
others are more liberal, allowing as ten. Heaven speed ns on I 
for there is nothing new to be seen, nothing new to be done, and 
conseqaently nothing new to be enjoyed. 

Janwtry 19. — 'Tis as bright aa a aabbath shonld be ! yet there 
is as little of sabbath feeling aa of summer in it. What a lively 
old charm there is in the cMmeof village bellft, ^noronsly rising 
and Calling with the breeze, heard from hafflj^t to hamlet, in 
solitary tSid& as you loiter on stiles and bridgea, xii lie down by 
rippling streams ! On the wearisome world of waters, with a 



refreshmg sense, come the memories of those seBBOns. Those 
bells are chiming yet ; and yet lie on the thymy torf, loiterers, 
other listeners, unconscions of death and distance, perpetaally 

Sing on in the midst of all that holiday annshine and pleoaure. 
any, who atrolled with me through the sweet summer sabbath 
fields of oar native land, lie nnder the green sward there, or in 
tdien lands, and I am on the Austral Ocean, thence seventeen 
thousand miles. Death there has been and dispersal ; nor can 
we tell when will take plane the general and final rennion. Lat. 
38' 42' 8., long. 113° 2B' E. 

Janvary 20. — A day like many of its predecenors. 

Janumry 21.-~Vet7 delightfol weather ; more delightfnl still, 
•T<a;)'i]ay'bringanB nearer Anatialia. Lat. SS'lCXB-jlong. 119°E. 

Januaty SS.— Visited to-day by porpoises, an immense shoal. 

Jamtary 23. — Tropical-like weatner. Sky covered over with 
a soft net-work of clonds, through which glimmers the purest 
azure. The air soft and InxQiious ; sach must be the effect of 
the Aastialian atmosphere. Lat 39° 20' S., long. 123° Z'H E. 

January ^. — Sucd aniuises, summer noons, twilights, and 
annsets, goldenly goigeoua ! never have we had since we 1^ the 
equator. The winds are too gentle, and our progress too slffW. 
Every day gets more anxions and interesting in qaeries abont tba 
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land. Everlastingly we hear, " How far have we to go V — 
" How far is it to King's Island 1" — " Are we not yet oppoMtft 
Kangaroo Island, and Adelaide )" 

Janaaiy 26. — The Bea is gone to sleep ; .a most delicioQS sleep ! 
soft and deep as the slumber of childhood. There is not even a 
breath of sir to waft the sails against the masts : (he ship is qniet 
U a house ; — 

" Ab idle aa a pdinted ihip 
UpOD a painted oceoD.^ 

It is a fearful calm ! " And the provisions are getting short," 
says one ; " and Ihey have opened to-day the last cask of water," 
says another : cries a third, " there are but two sheep and two 
pigs left ; the rice is nearly oat, the peas and the sugar ; there is 
no white biscuit ; and of the flour, of which one Cask per week is 
used, there are only two casks remaining ; " " and," murmors a 
fourth, " so near the land ; and so long as we have been at sea ; 
and every day for the last two weeks talking and expecting, and 
arfently desiring, and all in vain, to be soon in Laonceston. It 
is really too h^ !" Much of this murmnring disposition had 
cause enough in the long sea-weariness ; but as it regarded pn>- 
viaiona and water, was not perfectly correct. The ship is under- 
going some repairs, and the seamen are haey day after day painting 
her, so that we expect to go. into Ljunceston (we do not exactly 
know when,) rather a znirt. OnWedneaday we had left Ports- 
mouth sixteen weeks : and on this day twenty-one weeks ago we 
get sail from Oravesend. 

Very nnpleaaant and dispiriting ! at noon the wind freshened 
in the worst quarter for us, and we are going southward, which 
is little better than not going at all. 

January 26. — Sunday. Another week, and our old ship lingers 
on the ocean as though ahe loved it, — which we do not. A mos*. 
comfortable sea-home this ship would be to any person more in 
love with wind and waves than we are. I do not lind, however, 
amongst our seamen any who prefer the sea to the land. Not 
one of them is " where he would ever be." At sea, every trip, 
they determine that it shall be " the last voyage,' Yet, on 
land, after a few days passed amongst old acquaintances and 
relatives, and after a most reckless expenditm^ of money, they 
feel themselves useless, aimless, and hopeless ; and they again, 
urged by long habit, and as a last resource, embrace tlieir old 
enemy the sea, their tormentor and their grave. Lat. 40° S3' S., 
long. 128' 44' E. 
January 27. — For many days the wind has been driving ns to 
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the sonliiward ! and oar captain expecU that we diall have to 
■ail south of the island, roand hy Hobait Town, for Launcestoa. 
We are now nearly in the latitude of that town, and if the wind 
keeps as it is, there will be no alternative. The prevailing winds 
in uiia part of the aoathem hemisphere in Jan. and Feb., are 
easterly. The breeze has strengthened, and towards evening has 
blown hard : and here we are totaing aboat, after a passage of 
one hundred and fifty-two days, on the billowy sea, in this 
miserable acorn. Oh ! the wearisome old piece of wood, Lat. 
42°I3'S., long. 131° 21' E. 

January 28.— All night blowing contrarOy a gale ; bnt, thanks 
to Providence 1 the wind has changed, and we aie going east. 
Sorely it will continne. 

Sea-weed seen, and some new kind of birds : palpaUe indica- 
tions of land ! 

Jamuay 29. — Delusive was the favontable wind,— we were 
soon becahned. All night the skip slept on the water. Gentle 
breezes every now and Uien spring up : now it is light ; and the 
sea presents the moat singalar ^pearance. Everywhere, most 
oddly mingled, are blight, mirror-like breadths of ocean, mined 
to a Sle-like roDghneas at intervals. It seems like sedgy meadows, 
with a flood amon^t the sedge. More sea-weed seen ; and a 
branch with green leaves upon it. To be going so slowly, how 
tantalising, with these intimations of very near land-neighbour^ 
hood ! Lat. 42° 43' 8., long. 136° 27' E. 

January 30.-- Wearisome, most wearisome, are these calms ; 
they make os feel peevish. A dead whale is seen, to windward 
nnfortanately. It is nearly hidden from observation b^ the 
multitude of birds resting upon, to §orge themselves with it. 
Wken we passed it the smell was homble. 

Januarj/ 31 .—The last day of another month, and surely nearly 
the last day of our voyage. We are kept in perpetual excite- 
ment with the expectation of seeing land, and are daily, nay 
hourly, keeping a silent look-out for it. Only going five knots 
per hour in the forenoon ; now rather more cheerfully in the af- 
ternoon, seven or ei^t knots. Lat. 41° 43' 3., long. 136° 80' E. 

Fettntary 1. — Very generous wind blowing all night ; surely 
ten knots ; to make up for lost time. Now rather too liberal : 
we did not desire to take in sail, but have been compelled to do. 
What a contrast does the sea now present, from what it vras a 
few days ago ! Now ureed into mountun-waveB, and dread 
abysses ; the wild winds like lions rampant ; the ocean all billowy 
agitation. How strange, whilst this gale is howling, does it seem 
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that the wind can fold itself np like a lamb, and sleep glauilj 
on the mirror-like deeps. 

Ootward indications of land to-day, the same as yesterday — 
birds and sea-weed. Internal evidence of its neighbourhood : — 
the windlass has been cleared ; the anchors elong at the bows 
ready for dropping ; and the chain-cable aot oat and fitted. The 
Tery clinking of the chaios had music in uem. I thought of tlie 
prisons whose chains were about to be knocked off ; 



Nothing thought of, nothiqg talked of, nothing done, but with 
reference to onr place of destination. A kind of ever-wakeful 
animation and cheering activity eveiy where. 

Fdirvary S. — Masses of seaweed, laree masses. A ship near 
ns, holding on evidently for the same point, Bass' Straits. We 
have just exchanged intelii^nce. It is the Delhi of Liverpool, 
out bom that port 127 d«y«.'to Adelaide. She left the latter place 
ten days ago. The Sratdtai Moor, which came alonEside in the 
Downs, and left Portsmonth a few days before ns, had not yet 
arrived, but was daily expected. To meet with an English ship, 
and talk with our country-people, after such a voyage, in sacb a 
br-away part of the watery world, is very deligntfnl, A lar^ 
flock of birds has jast gone by as ; we suppose, from King^s 
Island to the Australian coast. 

Still anxiously looking onward for the first glimpse of land. 
Many a cloud will be c^ed King's Island as we gaze at them, 
when they rise above the deep, and tinge darkly the horizon. 

Eleven o'clock, Sunday noon. Land seen from the cross-trees 
by a sailor, supposed to be Capo Otway I 

King's Island is just on before ns, and is now in sight t It is 
dim, yet clearly land. The first Australian land seen by ns 
generally. Ten minutes to two o'clock. All sJtemoon and even- 
ing the island has been near as, not more than ten or twelve 
miles off. The wind from the sonll blowing as hriskly on. The 
steep yellowish-wbite sandy shores somewhat resembling, only 
not BO Teiy precipitons, tne chalky cliffs of England. The 
mountain slopes and heights are well-wooded. The summits 
covered with immense trees — gigantic — resting in clear relief 
against the open slty. 

J^ebntary 3. — This very delicious morning we are becalmed. 
Towards noon the wind 1^ freshened ; and on we speed. It is 
four o'clock : and one of the sailors on the look-ont announces, 
■'Land on the lee-bow I " There it is, clearly defined, to the 
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■oath-west. It proved to be Three Hommock Island, one of 
Hoater'e Oroap. Od, on we went, Kven knots an horn : the 
island on oar lee enlarcing : then, as it grew dusk, lessening 
towards the west, near the paly light lingenng on the skj after 
the snnset. 

Februarf 4. — At two in tha morning we made the Brat point 
of Van Diemen's Land : which, at day-break, proved to be Cir- 
oalar Head. Other land stretched on along Uie sea, south-east- 
ward : Rock}' Cape, with its white clifff-^ase ; and the Heatly 
Hills, brown and black, beyond : the brown, barren moorlands, 
and the black woodland. 

Further on lay in sight distinctly, coming into the sea with a 
bold sweep, Table Cape. Beyond, and above, there were two 
vast hills, one over Rocky Cape inland : and the other receding 
for betwixt Rocky Cape and Table Cape. 

All forenoon the sun had glowed more bnmingly than in the tro- 

S' IX, for there is not snlficient wind to coot the netj atmosiJiere. 
DW, near noon, the breeze is cool and refreshing, and as we 
speed on, with the wind in the right quarter for ns, reach after 
reach of the conntry grows npon as. Near and nearer we ap- 
proach the round, or the sharp, promontories : see many capa- 
cious bays ; the land appearing one endless succession of hills, 
wooded from the sommits to the water's edge : all the country 
one vast wood. 

Leaving on our lee House-top-range, a vast mounttun inland, 
another hill like Snowdon, as seen from Capel Kerrie : Emu 
Bay and River, one of the settlements belonging to the Van 
Diemen's Land Agricultural Company ; Port Sorrel, Prince Fre- 
derick's Bay, and in the dusk approaching the lighthouse of Port 
Daliymple ; "our harbour," but not "our ultimate repose." 

AU day long did we look unweariedly on the novel region ; 
seeing woods and wooded mountains endlessly. A little after 
noon there was a cry of a steamer coming from the land, bova 
betwist Circnlar Head and Rocky Cape, a long line of smoke 
steadily stretching ou towards us. All was expectation. We 
talked, much elated, of the time when these tliickly-timbered 
shores would be cultivated fields, savagery giving way to civili- 
sation — of the now wilderness tiiickly covered Uien, built over 
with busy towns — of agriculture, manufactures and commerce 
prt^ressing rapidly ; and when these seldom-traversed seas would 
be covert over with vessels innumerable, like another Ed^- 
Ush Channel, and with staamers not a few. We looked agam 
and again— there was smoke, but no steamer. It was plainly 
enough, at length, only from some immense inland fire : where 
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convicts were bnsy clearing, and boming off the timber. Other 
£res we soon knew there must be, for other masseB of BDloke 
came, mimicking ateomers, from the land. Soon, indeed, we saw 
cloud after clood glimmering in the Hun over the conntiy. As 
we went coasting along during a forty-five miles' sail, many a sad 

Se would rest upon our ship, aa we attracted the attention of 
• convicts, buaily employed at their bush-fires, horning off 
and clearing the land. " Perhaps," they would say, " it is a 
miserable company of wretches like ourselves — outcasts from 
their homes, and native conntry." 

How delightful it was once more to see the sun go down over 
the land, aner seeing it dip into the ocean only, for eighteen 
weeks— how sweet to inhale the land-breeze strongly impreg- 
nated with the warm fresh aromatic odour ot burning wood ! 
And how beautiful and rich a spectacle was there presented by 
the sunset sky, the dense dark masses of woods resting in 
strong relief against the roddy and saffron heavens — all the west 
bathed in the warmest tone of colouring. We looked on the 
land nntiringly, hoar after hour, till the shadows of nif^t dark- 
ened down npon it, till the first stara appeared above it like 
dittering points of pale silver, till the wwdlanda were partly 
lost in haas, and the whole land in the haJf-darknsss of a fine 
Australian night, I never felt so completely absorbed by any 
situation or scene. 

At seven o'clock, our captain saw, what he soppoaed to be, a 
sail in the distance before ns ; but oar chief-mate having seen 
the same object years before, knew it for Port Dalrymple Lights 
house. Soon the beacon-fire blazed in it cheerfully, and, like 
P. M. James, the poet — 

" Aa I gued on the wtvea' pUf ful motion, 
Metbought lliHl the Beacon leaked lovelj u Hope, 
That BtBT of Etemllv's ocean." 

When we approached it more nearly, perhaps seven miles off 
onr light and flag were displayed for a pilot : the ship's fnins 
were fired, and rockets sent up to announce oar arrival. Vfe 
looked and listened long and vainly for any answering signal. 
When we had approached the shore as closely as was compatible 
with safety, the ship was turned abont, — the captain intending 
to beat-to and again nnldl morning, or the coming of the pilot. 
All night long we were compelled to sail backward and for- 
ward at a convenient distance from the coast — firing guns at 
intervals, like a ship in distress, the winds strong and waiting 
through the rigging. By way of pastime, the seamen talked 
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how the vessela Tam O'ShanUr, and the Portland, besides 
otben, had been wrecked here. Here a Ions reef atretcbes out 
fiur into the sea, and the noise of breakers being heard by the 
captjiin, walking the qoarter-deck — he calU oat to tbe men who 
have tbe watch — what it was, and what they were abont that 
they did not report it 1 He expecting them to give tbe alarm — 
and they conclnding that he knew where he was, and was a spec- 
tator aa well as Uiemaelves. There was lend upbraiding — a sad- 
den bnstte— the ship was ttimed about — alt in good time — and 
the noise of the breakers was soon left behind. With daylight 
we aeain made for the port, gnna were again fired ; and about 
six o clock the pilot, rowed by four convicta, common- looking 
fellows, came on bouil. 

F^yraaty 5, — We were much pleased with the well-wooded 
conntry round about tbe graceful entrance of the river Tamar. 
The day was bright ; the conntry inland similar to what we had 
seen along-shore— oil wooded. The small castellated lighthouse 
is well sitnated, and it, and tbe pilot's house, are well built. 

How pleasant, yet diminutive, seemed the cottages, and tbe 
patcbeaof cleared land! diminished.no doubt, by tbe immense seas 
we had been accnstomed so long to look upon, and by tbe vast 
woods in which they were situated. Yet pleasant were they to 
the eye, and eveiytniog we saw. A fine capacious river is the 
Tamar, winding voluminoqsly in many a vast reach. L^es 
they seemed, as we turned t« and again, now in the middle, and 
now sweeping the sides ; in some places more than a mile in 
width, some four or six in leivth, the entrance and onward 
coarse bidden by the mamness of the stream amongst the wood- 
It is forty-fonr miles from Port Dalrymple to Launceston ; its 
navigation requiring great care, being navigable only for small 
craft, except with the tide ; and then, winding as the river is, 
infinitely more circuitous is the vessel's course, to avoid the 
islands and more numerons shallows of its stream. 

All the birds we saw were new to us, except the crow. Of 
crows, we saw a very friendly congregation ; and their cawing, 
though a hoarser discord than that of the British carrion-crow, 
was, in its sound, familiar and agreeably homely. The sn'allows, 
too, attracted our notice. These, and we saw martins also, both 
of them were smaller, though the same in flight snd twitter. 

We saw cormorants, or diags, and " convict-parsons" — a bird 
dressed in priestly sable, with a cravat of white feathers— whence 
the odd name : sea-poys, many gulls, and a larger species of the 
whale-bird, more like a common pigeon, all very new and quite 



72 JOCRNAI. OP A TOTAOE TO 

Australian. As we went fnrtlier inl&nd, 1 waa reminded of the 
Westmoreland and Cumberland lake scenery ; only the different 
character and olife-green tone of coloaring of the woods gave 
the new spectacle greater novelty. The banks were wooded, 
nlopinglj, into the water ; in some places dipping the low hang- 
ing tresses of the trees into the mirroring stream. Every now 
and then the silvery gleam of gum-tree boles, reminding oe of 
birch-trees in the woods of Newgtead, as their whiteness was 
imprinted on the rocky dark-water shadows. 

Very delightful were the many half-cultivated openings in 
the dense woods ; here, a very email hat, the home most likely 
of a small hard-working settler, surrounded by little fields 
indeed ; the black stumps standing thickly among the brown 
stubble ; there, a snng panneled wooden-house, Ibe work of 
those Australian-London house-builders. Manning or Thompson ; 
and brought hither by some wealthy British emigrant ; for not 
only is the house elegant, but the grounds are lawn-like, trees 



being left in groups quite park-like, and the vetyair of the place 
'ons of ease and affluence. Then, as you get 
■e quite farms— fields after fields of cnltivated 



land. You see substantial farm-houses aud out-buildings ; horsea 
and cattle look out from clearings in the woods, here and there ; 
there are gardens, too, and trees loaded with fruit. Nearer to 
the river corn-fields, partly reaped, and standing com, are 
observed ; there are also— we can, notwithstanding the breadth 
of the river and the distance, discern them — reapers at work ; 
com is set np in stooks. Away from several fields they are car- 
rying the com on drays, to which ore yoked four, six, and eight 
oien, So they did in thioklj;-wooded England, when their 
conqnerors, and agriculture, civilised the aboriginal Britcos. 
Here they have a vast advantage over those andents in onr im- 
proved agricultural science and implements. As scene after 
scene moved, with all its lively and novel imsgeiy before the 
eye, whilst the wind and tide were carrying ug r^idly up the 
nver, all was delightful excitement. Then everything seemed — 
farm-houses, cottages, fields, and the cattle — all so very small ; 
onr eyes haying, as I s^d before, been so familiarised with 
immensity. 

Such another day we can never have, unless it be onr destiny 
to sail up some of the mighty and famous North American rivers. 
Tet, in uie midst of all wis novelty and delight, came over the 
mind, piunfiilly, the horrible visitation the arrival of European 
settlers had proved to the aboii^nat island-people. Naboth 
had been killed, and here was his vineyard. There ia no plean 
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«amt land on the &ce of the e&rth, or isle in the sea's bosom, that 
we are not ready to take pouession of— and to kill Kaboth. Of 

a latge population, once the andiBpnted occupies of this countiy, 
— • w than a doien of its awarthy islanders veil them- 



selves from their merciless pursnera, in their yet impenetrable 
' ' "" ' ave melted away more swiftly fi " 
B vanishing JXK 
e intelligent Indians. The few remaining aboriginBl Taa- 



forests. These have melted away more swiftly from European 
contact, than the vanishing from the American woods of the 



IS have been transferred hence to Flinders' Island ; where, 
like prisoners after a mortal confiict and direful victory, they 



Irop, one by one, childless there, into the grave.* 
Our pilot did his office very skilfolly ; not so 

•e neared the place of anchorage, into whose hands the 



r pilot did his office very skilfnily ; not so the barbonr- 
uuBuir, sa we neared the placeof anchorage, into i ' ' ' " 
vessel had been, by the pilot, sorrendered. He, 
where abont the ship, and stammering, looking ai 



guide onr poor devoted slup right into the solid bank of the 
river. Here we were fast enongh ; and there was great labonr 
to get the vessel out of the hank, there being little time to be 
lost, the tide filing here eight or ten feet. We were in dne 
time, however— after our forty-five miles' np-river progress, after 
seeing George's Town, near Port Dairymple, with its neat church, 
pretty and convenient harbour, its black old weather-beaten 
windmills, and after catching many a lovely glimpse of river 
scenery, ^ter psssing in safety through Whirlpool Reach, and 
past the Devil s Elbow— safely anchored, with the shipping ronnd 
about US, before ns, embosomed amidst gently sloping fields, ihe 
whole almost of its scattered and congregated dwellings spread 
ODt before ns in clear prospect, of one of the two prinripal 
Taamanian towns, its secondary port, — Reader, we are at 
Lsnnceston. 

The town is a strange medley of stone, and brick, uid wood. 
Its streets wide enough, but ill-paved. Yet, though many are 
its blank and half-blank streets and squares, it has many sab- 
stantial dwellings. Still you are perpetually reminded of its 
unequal and fitful growth, by the strange mingling of genteel 
stone-and-brick with tumble-down wooden houses. It has one 
very respectable Episcopalian edifice, and another is talked of. 

* A yeiT or tiro kfter tliii wu written, of nine nativei that wen ob- 
■erved In the nNgbbauriiood of Cinulir Hesd, htcd wura csplnnd, 
laken bj- lea to lAuucettoo, sod Ihence U their finsl liting grave. Flin- 
ders' Iiiuvl. 
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The Catholic*, too, have their church ; and many M% the goodly 
and roomy chapels of the Diasentere. 

February.— 1 find, on closer observation, the town more ex- 
tensive, a mare thriving and important place, than I imaeined. 
Many and commodioue are its public bnildinas ; ita Exchange 
especially. St. John's Church is filled ho full, as to leave so 
room for etrangerg ; it Ib well that another and la:^r one is to 
be built. The Wesleyans have a large congregation. Thra 
there are Independents and PreBbyterianH. However nameroas 
and eloquent may be the ministera of religion, however zealous 
and pious they may be, their numbers will need augmenting ; 
their loal, eloquence, and piety, to be no less, but more. And; 
in addition t^ this, there must be no lack of schoolmasters 
abroad, if they are (o counteract the evil leaven, whose tendency 
is but too generally to leaven the whole lump. The ratio of th« 
population, is one free man to two and a h^f convicts ; and of 
the free how many have been convicts ! It is said that there is 
leas actual crime committed in this country than in England. 
Perhaps it is that the police-force is more on the alert and more 
effective here. And this new country may have another advan- 
tage ; no hungry generatJons have been treading down each 
other, consequently the pressure of destitution is in a great mea- 
sure taken off. Were not this the case, few |ieDpIe would, where 
there are now many, go to bed commonly with unlocked doors. 

The religions of thjs disreputable region are many, and of 
many denominations. 

Many of the Launceston shops are handsomely fitted up. 
Some of them would do no discredit to our country towns. The 
prices asked for articles are enormous ; in this respect you are 
instantly reminded that you are not in Endand. 



The people are certainly well-to-do. If they do condescend 

' -k, they will be well paid for it. There is no poverty but 

is the result of improvidence or indiscretion. (1640.) 



Apples lie under the trees rotting ; the owners will not be at 
the trouble to gather Ihem for less than two dollai's the bushel. 
Thus the high price is not the result of Bcsrcity. 

February 16. — Our second Sunday in Tasmania. The day is 
very warm and bright. The Tasmanian climate is certainly 
delicious. If the country has a brown, sunburnt appearance, 
the air is remarkably pure and healthful. 

We have wandered about the Bush, and have seen and heard 
many sights and sounds novel tj) us. The sharp cry of parrots, 
the scream of cockatoos, the loud talk of the wattle-birds, whilst 
mnltitudinoas was the clatter and whirl of bush-crickets — the 



3,Coo^le 



VaS DIEUEK S t*SD ASD AtaTRALIA FEUI. 10 

din resembling some ten thousand bird-boys' clappers heard at a 
distance. Perhaps the dissonance vas not a little aided bj 
cicadas, with their epiacing-jenny monotony. The kangaroos 
startled as, starting np witb a sadden leap and away, away 
through the bnshes and over the prostrate trees. 

Abundance of the bash kangaroo and the wallaby, the 
middle sized and smaller species of the genera, are found in the 

Cnds of a Mr.' Beveridge, up to the very towD'of Lanncetiton. 
ry thing yon see reminds you of something similar in one's 
native conntiy ; shapes and tints, bnt nothing eiactiy'the same. 
The fern Terjr much resembles the common fem,of the Britiiih 
isles. The bramble, too, with a red berry instead of a black, 
called here the wild raspberry, yet the fruit neither tasting tike 
the one nor the other. Very beantifnl are some of the smaller 
trees and shmbs; and what a charm would the wild cherry and 
the }ronnger mimosas add to the Ecglish parks and lawns, to say 
nothing of the statelinesi and strange beauty the Australian 
white and blue gum-trees, cedar, peppermint, and sassafras 
trees, if interspersed among shtubheriea and English woods ; 
how grand and graceful they would be, and how £isciDating to 
tasteful eyes ! 

Of grasshoppers there were myriads, jumping op everywhere 
before cs ; not only jumpiog, but flying everywhere on beautiful 
yellow wings, striped with black ; this sight was as delightfn] as 
it was new. Snakes are abundant, and &en bite is deaUi. We 
have killed several of the most deadly kind, the black and the 
diamond snakes. Let natum from the snakes to other — I was 
going la say vermin — bnt at present the convicts must satisfy 
ns ; the lowest species of the human genua. 

Of the first five persons we saw in Van Diemen's Land, four 
were convicts, and perhaps the fifth. These were the assigned 
servants of the pilot. Instantly they approached our vessel, the 
sight of them rapt me in a reverie of criminal trials, of con- 
victs, grey-wigs, black caps, reprieves, transportation ; and lo ! 
here they were. The very commonest shapes of debased, kind- 
of-man-anima!s ever seen. One of these fellows had been trans- 
ported from the neighbourhood of Nottingham ten years before. 
He heard that on board our ship there were some NotUn^am 
people, and he lost no time in making inquiries aboat his 
parents, of whom, however, I could give him no intelligence. 
About a person of the name of Brown, whose mother came lo 
me in Nottingham, begging that I would make inquiries after 
her son, a fellow-transport, I obtained some information. At 
the mention of Brov-n's name, his countenance darkened. 
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" Ay," said he ; "we were fellowK — old compauiotiB, and came 
out t^ether ; his seotence expires in a few months, but mine is 
for life!" Then taUiing about hia native place, he grew 
abstracted, and taking an old broken penknife from his pocket, 
he pued his finger-nails nnconscionsly to the quick. Like 
Peter Bell's- 

" ^a mind wa rinking deep 
Thiougli yeui tlut bad been long Bileep." 

He had not ceased to feel, to reflect, it was evident. He, aflier 
a lonff pause, declared that the one desire ever oppermoat, waa 
to uodo much of the miser; he had done,— to gee his nativa 
place and kindred once more. That, to effect this, he had once 
smuggled himself on board of a homewajd-bound ship, but was 
discovered before the ship sailed, and taken back and flogged for 
the attempt. He was not, however, faint-hearted ; life he cared 
little about, but for freedom much, and he would, the first 
opportunity, try to escape again. 

I have seen now the convict chain-gangs at work, on the high- 
ways, in the suburbs, and also in the town of Launceston ; and 
DOW feel sure that there is more in the science of phrenology 
than I could before believe ; and in physiology, too. The shapes 
of their heads are so all-alike. Their veiy countenances cat, si 
Lord Byron said, 

" Such a coniict figure I" 

To one's thinking, you might hew at random, with a hatchet, 
ont of a block of wood, many a better head than you see here 
amongst the wooden, heavy human blocks. Yet, deep commise- 
ration is your feeling for them, as you gaze, softened, conscioos 
that it is man looking on man, however fallen and miserable. 
Once here, it is difficnlt for them to regain their liberty, even at 
the expiration of their sentence. For very slight transgressions, 
additional years of servitude and penance are awarded them. 
This they say ; but perhaps theii old predatory habits are never 
entirely eradicated. Still, many will be, in spite of evil asso- 
ciations, amended. Yet of these not a few, after dreaming, year 
after year, of returning again to their native land, find when they 
reach it, after painfully wearing away the glow of youth, the 



prime of manhood, and all the promise of maturer years, that the 
England which they had left, and the England to which they 
had returned, were not the same. I have neard of such, who, 



misled by early impressions, and who, not allowing time, death, 
and change^ the laixe empire they hod claimed, bitterly repented 
«ver retnmmg at all. 
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March 10. — The Taraar is a fine eipanw of water, wtieii the 
tide ia up, but at low water, half of it ia a mud flat ; at high 
water, the width of the Tbamea. The town, although of forty 
yeaiB* growth, has not that accommodatioa for (he Bhippiiig 

sorting to it which there ought t« be. A bar at the head of the 



Teeaels that diaw more than twelve feet from pawing it at h ^ 
tide. 'Midst manj a vessel, ship, barque, and brig, that nr- 
loand ns, lis the Sovereign, from LiTerpool, and the Cka^idni, 
tmm Bristol. Yes, here they are ; people ^m Liverpool and 
from Bristol and the sight of them is pleasant, if we do not 
converse. To know that they have andergone the same dan- 
gers, have come through the same immense ocean, have perhaps 
been fre<j^uentlj near us, blown aboat by the same winds, or 

e; uid D< 



lolled to mactivity by the same calms, often peihapi 
each other, especially in the neighl>onrhood of the Lm 
here, calmly at aucnor in the Tamar, may-be with 
tioBB aazii '' '' - '■■ - -jj 



like enuv 



am, Iroi 



them, from fellow-feeling, a strong claim on oar aympathiei 
Snccess to them ! 

This countiT seem* to me a different rendering, a new trans- 
lation, of tiie old and fomijiar world. Here are many tilings that 
seem, but prove not to be, the same. Amongst other novelties, is 
that of a fem-tree, risiDg commonly five or six feet high, the 
tnink thick as a man's middle ; and omamanted with plumy 
leaves, like the osmnnda-royal. To see many of these, as in a 
glen of the South Esk, is a wonderful and delightful scene. 

The river Tamar, salt water, terminates at Lannceston, and 
there empty themselves into it two small fresh water streams, 
the North Esk and the South Esk. The South Esk is remark- 
able for its scenery, its liasins, and its cataract — heard for miles 
in calm weather. No one should visit Launceston and leave it 
nnseen. We went up as far as the river was fordable with onr 
boat ; oar course nnder the shadow of the rocks and dimhs, seen 
far above ns tovrardt heaven. The rocks of basalt ace massive, 
and in columns like those «f FEngal's Cave, in Stafb, rising ap 
almost perpendicularly, intersperaed with the most beautiful 
evergreen trees and shrubs. Perhaps the scenery gives the n~ 
of Esk to the river ; certainly for wild ' ' '' ■ - -'- ■' 
is nothing of its compass to surpass it 
or in Borruwdole. 



We h«ve now been at anchor in the Tamar nearly a montk — 
a Bad waste of tiine ; daj after day, and week after week, spent 
in the expectation of continuing our yoyage : yet pleasarea we 
have reaped abundantly, whilst making excaraions into the 
neighbouring country, or sailing about the liver, oftentimes the 
bland full moon and maltitudmous stars reflecting themselves 
tranquilly in the ebbing and flowing water about us. 

Once we made a party lather disagreeably. We left the ship 
in the passengers' boat, to land near the place most noted for 
kangaroos, bat we had delayed our jaunt a little too long : the 
tide was running out &st, and in many places the bare mud 
revealed itself ; so that when we were half-way betwixt the 
ship and the luid, we were fixed ^t in the mud. There we 
were : efforts were unavuling ; nothing conld stir the boat : and 
tlias sitnated, we had lo wait for the returning tide. Five hours 
—that was the time we had to wdt. We looked upon the 
woods and upon the ship. Very merry at our expense were the 
ship-people ; and we, notwithstanding our vexation, tried to be 
merry also. We were stnck in the mud : so were our com- 
rades in the ship, only they^ bad more room, and the com- 
monness of the situation considerably lessened its Indicrousness. 
Some of our company smoked cigars ; others amused themselves 
with shooting ; others lay down to sleep. 

Many kangaroos have been killed by onr people. Pies and 
soups, made of the flesh, are excellent. One kangaroo, only, did t 
kill in thevalleyof Fern Trees, near one of the basins of the Esk, 
I killed it, and in retnm it nearly killed me. It was no joke to 
carry the dead carcase, nearly as large as that of a sheep, over 
dead trees, and throngh the dense forest scrub, for three miles. 
Many times I thought to abandon it, but the trouble and per- 
spiration already endored caused me to persevere. I never 
attempted to kill another kangaroo. 

Five weeks, and now we are preparing to go down the river to 
Georgetown, where we take in cattle .and sheep, completing our 
cargo for Port Phillip. The aspect of this country, and that of 
its convict inhabitants, are forbiddinc : both of them seem as diy 
as the " remainder biscuit." Still, all the necessaries, and many 
of the luxuries of life, are obtainable, lying on palpably before the 
eyes of persevering industry. (1840.) „„ ' 

Many are the pleasant breaks and openings in the matted 
woods, sprinkled over with substantial iumhouses and cottages 
of gentility, by fresh rivers, with their neat and comfortable sur- 
rounding lawns, parks, and farmsteads ; pictnraeque places 
enough, where the guilty and miserable hare tailed ana suffered ; 
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and where not s few fortmute edventnretB, who got lend for 

nothing, and I&bonr for little, are wealthr, look on their herds 
and ftocka feeding in safety ; perhaps enjoying their existence, 
feeling themselTes powerful, and like princes of the cauntrv. 

Oo wherever yon will, there are bullock-teama ; these ao the 
labour of the land — plongh, carry wood and water. The horses, 
consequently, are onlj bred for the saddle, racing, &c. ; Tory fine 
boned and Lght. 

March 17. — We ore in the condition of Sterne's starling, " We 
can't get out." Nine months out of the twelve the wind blows 
ap the Tamar, We sailed pleosantlj np in one day, and we 
have DOW been three days coming a mile and a half; and not 
without mnch labour have we accomplished this little. There 
has been endless weighing and casting anchor. On Fridaj next 
we shall have been on noard this endless vessel twenty-nine 
weeks. Ships are frei^uently five and six weeks in getting ont 
of this perfect trap — this shaJlew, mud-flatted river iWar. 

When any emigrant from England to these colonies has an 
offer of going in any vessel not direct for his port, and there is 
another for his port direct in one or more months, let him, if 
time hangs heavy on his bonds, get a place on the treadwheel, 
for one or more months, rather than not go direct for his intended 
haven. Independently of the time thrown swsy— and the Aus- 
tralian voyage is long enough in all conscience — the nncomfort- 
ableness of being on board of a loading and nnlooding ship, and 
amongst a set of passengers of whom — or some of them— yon 
have rationally grown weary ; and amongst a reckless, selfish, 
and swinish crew of seamen, the nnnleaaantness is past calcu- 
lation. God help the emigrant who aoes not make the best of a 
bad bargain, and go direct for his port t 

March 29. — 0, the wonder 1 the wind blows gently down the 
liver. It is the sabbath, a calm bright day. Four boats are 
manned, and all the crew are busy towing the ship down the 
Tamar t^ George Town. There at length we are. 

Fourteen days we have been, sometimes taking in ballast, but 
mostly hindered by adverse winds, lingering betwixt Lanncestou 
and tnis place. 

We have been long enough at Swan Point and Spring Bay, 
Have passed again safely through Whirlpool Reach and by the 
Devil s Elbow, places sometimes fatal to small vessels. At Swan 
Point I first saw, in their own free element, black swans ; and 
made lie discovery, often discovered before, that they are not 
entirely black, the breast and under the wings being white. 
Here also I was gratified vith the sight of a pelican of the 
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M I looked at the tall, lai^, erect, soUuij creature,) the broad 

Here I shot a kangaroo-rat, lai^ u a rabbit ; the first seen 
by any of our pasaeiifiers. It is said to be delicious eating ; I 
had liieir word for it, and satisfied myself with that. 

Near Swam Point U Egg Island, once famous for its nests of 
black swans. Nearer to us, betwixt the island and the sur- 
ronnding woods, lay Spring Bay. Over Spring Bay amongst the 
high grounds, seen at utervals through the trees, were immense 
piles of stones, like those of Stonehenge ; or rather resembling 
•ome old castle in ruins. 

Our companions in their bush-excuiaions met with many in- 
stances of simple hearty hospitality. A few of them, when lost ferin 
tlie forest, came ncexpectedly on a saw-pit with its two solitary 
workmen, most likely the only residents for ten miles round ; cut 
off from society, though eouvicts, they were men, and immediately 
directed the hungry party to their hut, empty of residents but not 
of food, telling them to help themselves to what was there eatable. 
All recompence is in such cases strenuously refused. 

Oftentimes when you enter an out-of-tlie-way cottage, where 
the goodman and hie wife happen to be at home, your company 
is qiiit« a godsend to tbem. The motherly body no sooner sees 
you ent«r than she puts on the kettle ; no matt«r what time of 
the day it is, yon most have tea, the nniTersal beverage. The 
husband meanwhile sets yon a three-legged stool, seating himself 
at the same time on a chest — an old sea-weary chest, vie com- 
monest piece of furniture in Australian huts and cottages. Then 
whilst she is busy preparing the eatables, he is bu^ also with 
interesting queries about England ; for they at once know intui- 
tively as it were, perhaps by the cut of your clothes, that you 
are newly arrived. If yon happen t« come from their part of 
the old country, or near, what a brightening of countenances 
there is I you seem at once old friends and neighbours — 



There is no end of talk. Then the meal is ready ; the nniversal 
woodland meal, tea, damper, mutton, or salt pork. 

Wherever you see a woman in the hut, there 's also comfort. 
Yet it genenJlv happens that sawyers and woodmen genarallv 
are by two and three in a place, located without a woman at all. 
Then, they have no way of expending what money they receive 
except in drunkenness or debauchery ; thus it happens, wages 
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being high and moD^ easily eaiaed, it is spent as recUesslj. 

Two sawyers or wood-splitters will often, after toiling on solita- 
rily, month after mouth, go into the town with £01. or 60/. ; this 
is gone in a few days of estiavagant folly ; then, in an atter 
sbrte of destitntton they eliog at their bacKs the old kangaroo- 
akin knapsack, and away they go again fsx into the forest to toil 
and save for another each oatbreak. 

This country is as much infested aa New Sooth Wales with 
robbers, runaway convicts, or, as they are termed. Bush-rangers. 
One gentleman said that his residence, looking very pleasantly on 
the river Tamar, was not so delightfully situated as it seemed to 
be ; for there were Beard and Fisher, the Robin Hoods and 
Little Johns of the country, in his neighbourhood ; famous 
kangaroo-hunters, men of renown. They had paid him one 
visit and he lived in fear of another. Two hundred pounds 
reward, we were told, had been offered for each of the heads of 
these notorious freebooters. 

Like our ancient dwellers in " the green, green wood," they 
are celebrated for their gentle courtesy to the fair sex. 

April 1, — In Oeorge-town harbour; preparing to set sail. 
Here we have had many very pleasant rambles, one to the north- 
east coast. Here I first saw the Australian lark, very similar to 
our skylark in size, plumage and motion, but silent. At night, 
in the dark, a bat very similar to the English one, was eirdlng 
about the ship. This day weathered abundance of mushrooms, 
good ; but — perhaps it was prejudice — 1 fancied some that I had 
tasted, years ago, superior. 

We leave George Town Harbont, after the ship has been 
searched for convicts and onr names called over : sail a mile or 
two, then again cast anchor near Port Dalrymple Light-house. 

April 2. — A favourable wind ; but we are prevented from 
taking advantage of it throogh the non-appearance on board of 
fhe Inspecting-officer of this part of Van Diemen's Iiand. The 
ship Im again to be searched thoroughly, for expected-to-be- 
hidden convicts ; the poor wretches beina apt to conceal them- 
selves in ontward-bonnd vessels, especially in East Indiamen 
and American traders. 

Hon vexatious ! the breeze is fair and strong ; the ehip's gun 
has been fired seven or eight times ; it is now noon ; and now, 
how dehberately rowed m state by convict slaves, does the 
smooth tall gendeman come to liberate us. Two constables 
attend him ; one of them, Ood save the mark ! armed with a 
rast;r oH sword. These latter gentlemen, not satisfied with 
lootong all over laat ni^t, have again thrnat theix noses into 
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every hole and comer of the ship, dniiug our absence, tamhling 
aboat eTerylhing in our berths. Alas for Mr. Massejr ! hia 
watch, a valnable one, disappeared dming this scnitinj ; eithsi 
pocketed by these ex-robber* or others who, as pRHeogen, went 
on with ns to Port Phillip. 
We BOW set sail. Adieu to Tasmania t 

April 3. — Out in Baas' Straits, renewing acqoaintance with 
the roll and swell of the sea. Before as is a ship, we think, 
bearing on with us for Port Phillip ; after long obsenation it 
proves to be stationaiy. It is eriaently wajlajiiu ns. Now it 
IS noon, and we draw near it. Our captain has been with hia 
telescope looking for a long time steadfastly. What can itbe ) 
With backed yards it awaits our approach. Now a boat is 
lowered, and iafilled with men. They come towards us. Allis 
expectation. After all it is the Helen, ont from En^and mors 
than two yeaiB ; now trading belween Australia and China ; the 
crew are on short allowance of provisions ; they have only three 
pieces of beef left ; the scnrvy as well as starvation has made its 
appearance Bmoncst them ; they are expecting to reach Sydney 
in a few days. Our captain has suppli^ them with frash meat 
and vegetables — a great relief to them. 

In the evening we looked on before ns, to catch the first 
glimpse of New Holland. No land however appeared. 

Watch was kept on the forecastle. I and my nephew in 
the dim darkness pointed out first one, and then another vessel, 
holding oat, as we thooght, from Port Phillip. So indeed, it 
proved! By this, Mr. AnAiibald Tom, an Australian settle 
who had resided in Van Diemen'a Land, and bad often gone this 
trip, knew and said that the captain was holding too far west- 
ward. Had we been going in the right direction, with onr 
fovouiable wind, we must have seen, this very evening, tha 
Australian shore. 

April 4, — All eyes are incessantly vralchlng for the faintest 
glimpse of the long-voyaged for — long and most ardently expected 
land. Many have been up all night ; others have satisfied them- 
selves with occasionally quitting theii berths, to make inquiriea, 
to see the Southern Cross, and Venus fining res[^ndently — to 
look on the old and familiar sea rocking and rolling in the balf- 
darkness ; to heu the new welcome wild cries of Ehore-hauntiiw 
sea-fowl, and to watch phosphoric flashing all about the vessel 
supposed to be cansed oy barracoota darting like lightning after 
Uwirprey. 
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mtenninableiidseof monntainoDB clond. It grew however mora 
distinct, and all heartA were cheered with the certainty of btnog 
in full prospect of land ! Uie bold, high, and far-stretcning shore 
of AntitialiA. Unfortunately for as, this whole day — and a finer 
one for ns there could not have been — was lost throiuh oar 
captain's want of knowtedge aboat these seas, never oaving 
traversed them before. TEos we had to tack aboat all day ia 
fdght of land, to win, oat of tlie wind's teeth, the fifty miles lost 
by going that distance too far westward. Towards evening, we 
neared the heads of Port Phillip. All night Ijing to, becalmed, 
we were within the peipetnal roar of breakers on the Australian 

Aprils — Dawned upon na, and upon the sea a perfect mirror. 
There laj Cape Scbank, nmning ont into the aea, eastward ; 
Arthur^ Seat, a stately maontain overlooked Port Phillip Bay, 
bejond Point Nepean. Station Peak, in the neighbourhood <^ 
Qeelong, was a noble object, There we slept in the son, the sea 
brilliantly TmdnlaUn^, the same mnrmnr coining continuously 
from the shore. This was our last Sabbath on the ocean. At 
HOOD a breeze sprang np : when taking immediate advantage of 
it, we fetched about, made many short tacks, and entered the 
Heads of Port Phillip, amidst such a wild and stormy mass of 
^tated water as we had never seen. Nor is this to be 
wondered at, thon^ in itself astonishing, when we reflect that 
through the narrow space of one mile, the enoimoua bulk of 
Idde-water mustpass ; twenty-five miles in breadth, and sisly in 
length, impeUed onward by the all-at-once moviriE tide. Well 
may the narrow passage of this tide-flood look horribly con- 
vulsed, and like a witches' cauldron. 



be easily liberated. The remainder of Sunday, and all day on 
Monday, nnavailing efforts vere made to get off. 

On Tuesday forenoon, a party of ns took a boat and went to 
the nearest shore, and there, several miles from the ship, we first 



of things would have been much r 
before touching here, familiarised ourselves with what there w 
novel in the character of Australian seenery, by an eight weeks 
residence in Van Diemen's Land. 

It was a great change and deli^tful, however, from the 
matted woods, from the vast and endless langes of wooded moun- 
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tains, to look upon a more level, more pastoral, and thinly- 
wooded r^on. 

Id the afternoon, we hod now a pilot, or a peiwm calling 
himself such. The vessel being got off the sand-banlc, we 
MUted Dp tlie bay with a fine breeze — and, btessings on the good 
old sbip i we beg her rairdon for finding bult with her so often ! 
we cast anchor (in Hobson'a Bay) oppodte the pretty littl« 
embiyo town called William's Town. 

Tlianks ! infinite thanks to the kind Providence who thus 
bion^t OUT voyage to a safe and pleasant termination ! 



TENT-LIPE AND DISPEESAL 

What a change was this ! From the old world to the new, — 
from civilisation with old habits, cnstoms, and conventional 
nsages, to the simplest mode of life, new scenes, and an entirely 
new aitoation. Oor good and substantial brick houses we had 
abandoned for canvas ones — oni new carpets were cat out ot 
nature's, just the size of our tents — there was no waste of mate- 
rial — and our servants were ourselves. We had left the good 
old ship too not witbant regret : a feeling of regard will grow 
out of long companionship, and that was our first dispersal. 

Yet at the tents were still bonnd together a goodly company 
of OS. Iliere was Mr. Hall, a most gentlemanly and facetious 
person, foil of anecdote, with his large &niily. His tent was 
splendid, — the very best. Then there were the Messrs. Oxeeves's 
with their families, and a tent each. The BakeweUs and m» 
brother with two tents, in the latter of which 1 was locatea. 
Then every tent had its one or two tea-tree huts. Altogether 
oar settlement, Tentville, as we called it, was a very snug and 
picturesque little village. The site of it was a long and oroad 
flat on the south side of the River Yarra, opposite Melbourne. 
On the river, onr boat was ready whenever we had errands into 
the town, or excursions up or down the Yarra, many of which 
we pleasantly niade. Nothing conld be more deliflitfal than 
onr eiploring expeditions by land and bv water. We had gnna 
with us, and wei« tdwavs seeing and killing some, to ns, new 
kind of bird or animal. Nor was it alone the creatures we 
shot or saw ; there was the bland feeling of sociality, a fine 
breezy, delicious atmosphere, new scenery, health and good 
animal spirits to give these effect ; novelty mingling with eveiy- 
fhing for new excitement. 
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Often we had to take Uke boat down the river several miles, to 
cnt reeds araongit the tea-tree marshes, to thatch our bonses with. 
These beds of reeds had exactly the appearance of fields of ripe 
com; and like genuine reapers we made bands, cvt the reeds with 
sickles, and bound them ap in sheaves. I hkve often thought 
how that reaping was a prototype of our colonial success — our 
fortune-reaping. Had we been more careful about the seed we 
sowed and the &eld we cultivated, the harvest might have been 
otherwise ; that which looked like com and proved reede, 
mkht have looked like reeds and proved cam. 

We had no little toil and troable at first, — tent-pikhing, hut- 
making, and the bringing up of our luggage from the vessel. On 
one occasion, whilst we oared onr boat up the lUver Yarra full of 
boxes, it rained heavily, and heavier the nearer we approached 
Melbourne, now looking as though a thnnder-cloud had burst upon 
ns. Then we bad always to present ourselves, and make our bow 
to the cnstom-houBe officers, before we bad permission to land the 
boat with oar loggage. There was vexation ! and in the raiu 
loo. Then at the tents the fire was out, and we had no change 
of dress come-at-able. Fiieless and dripping wet, nothing 
coold be more comfortless. But that was only once. 

Onr first night at the lent who can ever forget ) The wool 
mattress laid on a few boards placed on the bare ground, all out 
clothes and blankets wet. The wind and rain beating upon the 
tent ; whilst the splashing and pattering sounds were weari- 
somely monotonous, and a fine spray dan(»d throng the canvas 
roof, fell driizlingly npon os hour after hour. At length we 
coold endnre it no longer ; so starting up, we suspended over 
oar head ui umbrella. There ! our bead was now comfortable; 
only that myriads of insects, apprehensive of another Noah's 
flood, came pouring in as though our tent were the ark ; 
" But Buch things you know must be 
In eiery new colonj." 

When the village was complete, we were tolerably comfortable. 
Onr kind of government waa purely republican at first. We had 
but one fire, to which in out commonwealth every one con- 
tributed his proper quota of fuel. This was the focus of seneral 
attraction — here victuals were cooked, wit and anecdote flashed 
or sparkled for the good of all. Here the fire of the soul, as well 
as of wood, often blazed out brilliantly. Alas ! good things are 
not everlasting. Our national fire at length went out : and 
instead'of onr large o£-roasting fire of the commonwealth, epiang 
up some five wmall fires, petty sovereignties. Onr great conncil- 
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fire did not, however, die away without regret : their lamen- 
tations being londeat who had done tbe least towards its 
nmntenance. 

Yet if onr particular fire was lees, it vas more retired and 
domestic ; and oftentimes in an erening first one and then 
another would join onr fireside partj ; we had llius tnauj a 
delightful evening. There was Mr. Hall, the sonl of tbe paxij, 
with some always tfew droll anecdote ; spirits circnlated — good 
animal spirits— others snbstitating some brandy ; and Mr. Hall 
had his unvaried pot of tea. There was qniet Bmakins, Mendly 
chat, laughter, and always sober enjoyment. With these, time 
glided over ns on golden pinions. 

We hod also BeiionB occnpatioD. A vast connliy lay aroond 
ns, with its new interests. This we had to ekamine for onr 
fatnre location. 

Onr visitors were many, some of them very intelligent people. 
Others were mere speculators, on the loolc-ont for other fiati 
beside t/iat on which we were located. Soon we had at onr fire 
tbe singnlar, wild, red-and-white-earth-smeared-dirt-and-whole- 
grease-pomatumed aborigines. It was odd enough in tins strange 
bnd to hear sach creatures sinxing the beantifaf songs of Bdius 
— correctly too — with a grand rich voice ; contrasted too with 
their outlandid dresses, and mde head ornaments — feathers of 
their countiy birds, and a profusion of kangaroo teeth, 

Here we were tenl^fiiers, house-baildeis, wood-cutters ; and 
this latt«r vocation was near getting us inUi tronble. Dead wood 
there was scattered about ns m every direction abundantly, and 
la^ fires we made of it ; nor were we satisfied with dead 
boughs and prostrate trunks ; we had all of ns axes, and of hew- 
ing down the old gum-trees we were never weary, it was so new 
and pleasant an employment. People located near us, however, 
did not look on oil onr wood-bummg and wood-felling activity 
with much composnre. We fiOed them with grievous appre- 
hensions of a great scarcity of fuel : so they just hinted to as 
that to the felling ot live timber vrillout a license Here wae 
attached a penalty of ten pounds. True enough there was ; hot 
we had never heard or thought ot such a thing ; all vre thought 
of was very innocently to enjoy ourselves to the utmost. We 
were, notwithstanding these intimations, sturdy tree-spoilers to 
the last, often trying very much the patient endurance of our 
rather choleric near nei^bour, who would have informed 
against as only that one important man in the colony, hisfriend, 
was ours also. How easUy some ofiendets escape ! 
Here it was that onr hearty and most companionable sh%>- 
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mate, Hr. & , rejoined na &om Van Diemen^ Land, adding 

new interest to onr party. WilJi bim he broaght over one~aiid- 
twenty Merino ismi, and, located with ns, commenced Bhaep- 
keeping on a Buall scale, waiting along with ub foi mon 
improved times and measares. 

AcciHnpaiued by this gentleman, I went a day's walk to the 
RivOT Wairabee, uiirty miles into a wild region. 

A more deli^tfnl May memins could not powibly be than 
the one on which we started. The dawn had been clondleas, 
and as the eon clomb the heavens, the day was bi'eexy, and there 
was Inightnees everywhere. As we left behind ub Batman's 
Hitl, and held our way over the npUndi between Melbourne 
and the S^twater river, and beyond it we saw shepherds with 
dieit flocks, heard the sweet tinkle of silver-toned sheep belU, 
4>&d aaw many a fleece golden in the rich sunshine. After as 
the morning sun "sowed all the eaaten clime with orient pearl" 
• — all was pearl — gold and azare— tlie Yarni, with its silvery 
teaches ; the sun-brigbtened earth ; and overhead universally 

the soft cemlean of the atmosphere ' "— ' ' "— ' "•- — 

mating Iseath of a spring momii^ ii 
it was indeed 

"The bridftl of ttie earth iBdAj.' 
And then, where else but in Australia could I find such a park- 
like Arcady 1 — mile ^ter mile of the smoothest greensward, 
nnbro^n by any kind of fences ; a sweet undulating land of 
knoH and slope and glen, studded over, not too thickly, but in a 
moat picturesque manner, with she-oaks, trees of the softest and 
richest character imaginable 1 and under them were real shep- 
herds ! and sheep worthy of Colohos and Jason's theft. Nor did 
our eves rest only on these sweet knolls and slwes ; on shepherds 
and their sheep ; on tie windings of the bright Yarra. A turn 
backward showed us, distant and dim, the Australian Alps ; 
before as Station Park ; and nearer, the blue rolling water of 
the Port Iliillip Bay, with its shipping. The scene and the 
season were alike delicious. Nothing about os, far or near, 
esca|ied our observation ; and our w^ was one of too much 
inward enjoyment for much talk. We were yet new enough to 
the country not to oveipass anytlung that could minister to our 
pleasure. We had read and enjoyed many a fanciful picture of 
paatoml life ; but here, for the first time, with many a pleasant 
accompaniment, was the reality. It was a morning never to be 
forKott«n. 

After we left the Saltwater-river, about two miles from Kel- 
bonme, and a creek about two miles further, containing only 
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sweet water, sweet aa if atigared, of whieh s tast« is peifedlj 
satU^ing — after pasaing this creek, we had before qb an immeiiE« 
tiackless pl^n, hfelesB and|ia1itaiy as the ocean. Our gaiding- 
atar, Monut Ripon, twenty'flve miles off, with nothing to diToi- 
wfy the way, only that we had what WordBworth calls "the 
music of oor own sad steps." la the midst of the ptain, we 
came to a place where an emn had been killed ; abundance oS 
its feathers being strewn aboat. We saw also a bustard or two, 
here called turkeys, veiy la^ birds, and appearing larger, being 
the only objects betwixt ua and the horizon. Except ourselvea 
and these, we saw no trace of human or animal existence. A 
wonderfully wild region it was, with ranges of faint-bine moon- 
tains in the distance. Behind us also were monntainoas n 



and a portion of the inland sea of Port Phillip in fall nioepect, 
wiTerly bright. We did but JBst reach the river in tie dnsk. 
Rivers are easily discovered here, in the daylight, even far-off — 
the tones of the beU-bird falling pleasantly upon the traveller's 
ear. When we reached the Warrabee, these were still. We 
had to speed the night in the bush. Here we made our fire ia 
a deep elen, boiled our tea, and made a comfortable, and yon may 
depend npon it, a most palatable meal. Wrapped in a large 

2)ossnm-Bkin rag, the fire blaiiw up cheerfolly before us as we 
ept by fits ; we were now and then startled hy a splash in the 
river bv perhaps a platypus, or the stamp of a kangaroo-rat, or 
a wombat angry at our intrusion, entertained by the harsh grat- 
ing voice of uie flying squirrel or the shriek of a night-hawk, or 
6wL Mount Uipon in our progress showed itself to as crowned 
with a crescent-wood from varioos aspects beautifully. I retain, 
and long shall do, a pleasant feeling of the two days' jaunt, 
owing in some measure to the pleasing society of cheerfnl, honesl, 

and companionable Mr. S . Success attend him! at his 

squatting station on the Saltwater-iiver. 

Whilst at the tents, we attended the moat celebrated of the 
land sales of Port Philip— that of June 10th, 1840. There it 
was that the land mania was the most rabid. How ^ it seemed 
adapted to suit our preconceived notions or necessities, may be 
gathered from the fact, that out of 20,000^. intended by our ship- 
mates to have been invested in land, only WSl. was so invested. 
Still the laud sale was gratifying to us for three especial reasons. 
Mr, La Trobe, superintendent of the province, was pennitted by 
the Sydney authorities to select twenty acres from the govern- 
tnent reserve, snhject to its being put up bjr auction. Thus the 
price he must pay depended on the good or ill will of the people; 
At all events he was then popnlar, for there was no opposition, 
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and at Qte &11 of Uie hunmer, loud ints the gratnlatoi; roice, 
amid the waving of hate and caps. 

On one of the lots to be sold wbb the cottage of a widow, who 
had aeveial children. One penon only had the want of feeling 
Ut hid s^dnst her, when, I think it was Captain Lonsdale who 
exclaimed loudly, " 71. per acre for the widow ! " and there was 
no further opposition. The allotment was sixtj acres. The 
sections on each side of it sold, one of them for more than 30/. 
per acre, and the other for 40L or more. 

Mr, Archibald Tom, one of the three first settlere of Australia 
Fslix, had a famous sheep-nm, and when it was offered for sale, 
some person of the name of Murray, who had a spite against 
him, ran np the price of it from 12<. per acre to betwijct 41. or 
Dl. Ten per cent, on the purchase had to be paid immediately 
on the &11 of the hammer ; but to the surprise of Mr. T., when 
he offered payrnent, the sum. more than 300/., had already been 
subscribed by his friends of tae Melbourne club, and paid. These 
were pleasant instances of the good feeling and genilemanliness 
of the Anstral Felicians. 

With this sale the fate of our temporary settlement of Tent- 
rille was decided. One after one the tents were struck, and the 
fires sadly died oat. Over the new country we were widely 
scattered ; some to sheep-stations, some to their new houses in 
Melbourne and the suburbs, others to their purchases at second- 
hand, not being able to purchase of the Crown ; widely were we 
scattered, and reclnsively settled down, to contend with the 
rugged elements of a new land in the solitude of the wilderness, 
adapting ourselves to novel modes of existence, and exchanging 
old customs and habits for new. 

Our tent stood to the last ; and for awhile we lingered on 
alone. To feel at the final breaking up of our long-associated 
and friendly little commnnity, as though we had severed the last 
link of English society ; as though there was nothing immuta- 
ble, nothing substantia in the oatare of things. We had, to use 
a sea-phraae, " cast off the painter," and were out at sea in the 
world ; and there fell upon us a deep sadness, and sense of 
desolation. 
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SETTLERS' LIFE AND EXPERIENCE IN AUSTRALIA. 

" Afterseeingagreatclealof Tery bad land, my brother widied 
us to locate ourselves on the south aide of the RiTer Yaira. This 
I attempted to do, but was ont-bid by the colonial speculaton, 
who merely buy land to re-sell it. Yet so it happened, after 
these disappointments, that I bought the allotment of ninety- 
five acres, where 1 now residB, at the Oovemment sale, June lOla, 
1840. It was said bymany t« be one of the most lucky pnrchasea 
of the whole Bale. The situation ia delicious ; the soil tolerably 
rich ; the slopes most gracefnl. The windings of the Yarra in 
fall prospect, both near and ^ off, are beantifal. Some twenty 
oi thirty bell-birds are ringing a merry peal within hearing. 
White cockatoos are sitting on the old gum-trees, and parrots 
are flitting aboot gorgeously numerous." 

So I wrote on the 2nd February, lb41. But pre'rionsly some- 
thing had to be done. It was on the 2nd of October, 1840, that 
we took posseseion, and began to reside on oar newly-purchased 
location. At that time Melbourne and the district were at the 
veiy aotni of their prosperity ; all was activity ; all the drays 
and the workmen were fully employed. A drayman, with a 
horse and dray, considered it poor work to get only six ponnds 
per week. Our weather-hoarded cottage had been prepared hy my 
nephew in Melbourne, ready for patting up on the farm, when we 
coold get it conveyed there. To engage a drayman and dray for 
tiiat purpose, we had canvassed the town and its suburbs days 
and days in vain. At length, after a fortni^t's incessant search, 
we found a person from the country willing to cartup the house, 
four miles, four load* of it, for sis pounds ; this he did with his 
dray and oien in four days. 

When we reached the location— and the roads are none of the 
best, to say nothing of the Merri creek, the bed of a torrent, full 
of rough stones, then partially flooded— we found ourselves in a 
wild open country, our cottage to be the only one for miles. To 
get our hoaae materials to tneir intended site, was a task of no 
small diScalty, the face of the land being covered with grow- 
ing trees, or with partly-burnt timber, boughs, and with rank 
kanmoo^grass. After many pauses, grave condderinga, turnings 
and backings, with considerable skill and patience in the driver, 
anduded by especial good fortune, load after load was conveyed 
to the spot safely. Only we had one accident on the wa^, and 
small accidents became great privations ander some circum- 
stancea ; what tlie sea, that remorseless element, had spared to 
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m of ^as8 and teti-tliiDgi, were, by one Dnfeelinc jolt of the iit,y 
amount Uie rocks, thrown, and the basket holding them, to tlie 
gronnd in pitiable niin. The fracoientH ]ie to thig day under a 
monstrous eam-tree b; the road-siae. 

Here we nad emplojment enon^ before na is the wilderaem. 
Onr hoase wbe in about a week erected. The firat night that we 
ilept in it, it was but paiti&llv roofed, and the bala made free to 
flit abont over oqt heads, and the moim and sttm to peep in ; 
Qie one with bland smiles, tbe othnt ^ipareutly regarding ii8 
with prying eyes. 

When onr wood~work was completed, there also wanted brick- 
work — a chinm^ to make our abode coDTenient and comfortable- 
Here again was a new difficulty. Iranhereand there to persaade 
people for good money to bring as the required nomber of bricks. 
It was worth nobody's y^le : nobody would do it.~ Well, we 
had been woodmen, nonse-carpenters ; we grew weary of begcit^ 
to have that done, for which we most also pay handsomely. tVe 
set onrselves indostriously to find clay, and fonnd it too ; yes, 
and made a brick-mould and bricks. Yes, and we bnrDt them 
too. Pretty figures we were, both during the miAing and the 
burning of the bricks ; and many a hearty laugh we had at onr- 
nelvea, saying, " What wonld onr English friends say if they saw 
ns." But the bricks were good bricks ; and my nephew, one of 
the most ingenious as well as industnous men m the world — and 
consideTBte too — had not neglected to bring a bricklayer's trowel 
with him ; and, like a good Jack-of-all-trades, he built Uie 
chimney, and did it so cleverly, that it passed muBter with the 
world's other chimneys. 

This carpentering and brick-maldng, this hoase-baUding, was 
done after all somewhat grudgingly, for the gardening season was 
passing by. Nevertheless, we dng up the gronnd for a garden 
between whiles, planting fmit-trees, settiiu; potatoes, peas, dec. 
llien and after we made a large and useful garden, only it was 
not fenced in, for we had no time to do that. We trusted that 
onr vigilance and that of onr two faithful dc^, would be a fence 
for it until we conld make one. Then we bad to bc^n land- 
clearing. The steep fronting the Yaiia had many lai^ stones 
in it, and to get out these, and also in many parts of the garden, 
was the labonr of weeks. Then to cnt down the timber, gum, 
box, she-oak, and wattle-trees, was an Hevcnlean task. 

Whilst this was progressing wearily, day after day, at 
pleasant leisurely intervals, we saw with de%ht the rapid and 
plentifnl growth of garden vegetables. These fhUy answered onr 
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Day after day it ww no sluht annv of trees againet which we 
had to do battle ; we had to fight hard with them to gain possea- 
mon of the soil, for the trees in those days were giants. I then 
felt thankful, knowing well how to appreciat« mr advantages, 
that having been bom and broneht up on an English &rm, all 
kinds of tools, agricnltaral and others, were at home in my 
hands. There was a, world of work, dig^ng to lay bare the roots, 
felling, and then cntting the boles and ooiighH up with the saw 
and ase. Sncb of the boles as were good for anythibg we cut 
into proper lengths for posts ; spUtting and mortising them for 
that pnrpose. Rails also we had to get when there were any 
bonghs straight enough. 8ome of the trees were of nnconscionabl!e 
pita, six or eight yards in circumference. Immense was the 
space of ground that bad to be dog away to lay bare the roots. 
And then, what roots I they were too larse to be cut tbrongh 
with the axe ; we were compelled to saw them in two with the 
cross-cut Baw. One of these monsters of the wild was fifteen 



days burning ; burning night and day, and was a regalar 
roasting fire all the time. We entirely routed the" quiet of that 
old primteval forest solitude, rousing the echo of ages on the other 
side of the river, that shouted back to us the stroke of the ase, 
and the groan and crash of falling gum-trees. Night never came 
too soon, and we slept without rocking. Then what curious and 
novel creatures, — bandicoots, flying squirrels, opossama, bata, 
snakes, gnanas, and lizards — we disturbed, bringing down with 
dnst and thunder their old domiciles about their ears. Some- 
tiiQes, also, we fband nesta of young birds and of young wild 
cats ; pretty black creatures, spotted with white. The wild 
denizens looked at ns wildly, thinking, probably, that we were 
rough reformeia, desperate radicals, and had no respect for 
immemorial and vested rights. It was unnatural woric, and 
erael ; especially when, pile after pile, we added to oar other 
ravages, the torment and innovation of vast fires. The horrid 
gEips and blank openings in the grand old woods seemed, I 
felt at times, to reproach us. It was reckless waste, in a coal- 
less countt7, to commit so mnch fael to the flames. Timber, 
too, hard in its grain as iron almost, yet ruddy, and more beanti- 
fiil than mahogany. No matter, we could not eat wood ; we 
must do violence to our sense of the beautiful, and to Nature's 
sanctities ; we must have corn-land, and we, with immense 
labour, cleared seventeen acres. On one occasion I was laid np 
for a fortnight, keeping my bed part of ths time, having been 
struck by a foiling tree. I had to cnange almost immediat^ymy 
linen ; wringing wet with the perspiration of that blow's agony. 
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Btill the most Tesations circDmatance of th&t misery was the 
lort time. I got over it at length, and then came other tronbles. 
Our garden now began to look beantifol, and promised abnndaDce. 
Cattle which had at first approached and annoyed us, had for 
some time past kept aloof, all but one incorrigible, immense, ngly, 
law-honed, death-poor bullock. This monster-bare-bones had 
the laraest horns ever seen, and waa, we jndged, tamed out into 
the wildemeBa to die. Die, however, he wonld not. He took 
a fancy to ns and onr garden, and hannted as perpetaally. Day 
and mght he kapt hb apprehensive. We drove him away for 
miles ; a little time elapsed, and he was with us again. We 
tried to make him ctobs the river, bnt in vain ; for we thon^t, 
once on the other side and we should have done with mm. 
Many times we determined to kill him, bnt the thought of his 
being some one's property deterred us. He was an everlasting 
annoyance to as, and we found to others also. One day I was 
giving him a chasing, making the old bones rattle in his hide, 
when an Irishman, miles from our place, accosted ds with, 
" Blood o' life, sir, don't dhrive lie likes of him. Hither 
away ; its the little sleep we gets for the thonght of him ! it's 
sure it is. He'll drop bis dead corldss at weere door some of 
these days, with a coorse to him. and bother ns out of house and 
home, with the stink of him ! " Sure enou^ it was that we 
were indebted to this man's dread, for his quick recurrence to 
our whereabout. We drove him to them and they to ns: at last 
he disappeared, as he came, altogether. Another bugbear, or, 
as Sir Walter Scott would say, " bubbly-jock," shortly after took 
his place. Here We had not old age and ugliness to contend 
with ; our new enemy was a large, square, heavy, slow, short- 
bom«l Durham bull. Our gaunt apparition had done us little 
mischief ; not bo our ponderous new-comer. Early one morning, 
on our issuing A'om the back-door, there lav a few paces off onr 
ill angel of a Manningtree beast, digesting threescore of our fall- 
grown cabbages. There lay the solid rascal, ruminating about 
the few that he had left, and his look was at once innocence and 
self-satisbction. I could have stabbed him ! But then he was a 
&unous importod animal— a gentleman of a beast ; the palm- 
bearer away, and prize -honoured, of cattle shows. Maybe he 
was carried away bodily by that taste of cabbsge in the wilder- 
ness — the air feeling "unusual weight" — to his old English 
haunts, the stall of some Duke ofPortluid or other wealthy cattle- 
breeder. We showed him no respect, however ; but witn a long 
hay-fork, filed sharp for the purpose, gored him to a great dis- 
tance. How he did make the e^th duike beneath him, and his 
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fat shake too I As we ni^ed him on, low bellowiuM, like distant 
thunder, breathing on with him tbroiulh the quiet hush. Again, 
after & while, he cantioaaly app3H>acbed ae, hut not from Qie 
higher landa. We can^t occasitmol glimpees of hini, loolung with 
a vary inquiring face from amongat the baaheB on the river's 
flat. If he caught aglimpse of qs, he fellMnooslj to his grazing, 
as though our place and us were the laat in his thooghts. He 
woa a. veiy m^itative beast, and fond of moonlight nights. On 
these how stealthily he would come ! At midnight we heard the 
chewing of cabbage, and, dressing hastily, had to chase him. At 
length he grew so wary, that he came on rainy nights only, when 
we could hear nothim; for the pattering rain. He had not 
only the carcase but the sagacity of an elephant, and did <is 
great miHchief. We once were so out of patience that we shot 

We had now to begin fencing : the commencement of other 
sorrows. I had to hire a bullock-driver, to buy bullocks and a 
cart ; and to employ a splitter in the stringy bark forest. Tbeie 
thin^ after a little inquiry, 1 was enabled to do. The bullock- 
driver was an originiJ ; and we shall have something to say 
abont him by and by. 1 bought four bullocks, and a dray, &c., 
the toam aa 1 thought completo. But it was soon found neces- 
sary that something should be done to strengthen the vehicle, it 
not being strong enough for our heavy wont. Days and days 
went by, whilst this work was doing at the blackamith's ; and as 
soon as the cart waa done, there was a new hindrance. Oar 
working cattle had had a holiday, gradng in the open bush ; and, 
now they were wanted, one of them was missiug. A whole 
week of the finest weather did we look for, and inquire after 
this beast. We searched, as we thonght, eveiywhere. The 
weather all the while so beautiful, and so soon as the wet 
must set in ! At last by the merest accident we heard of him. 
He had been re-sold, through mistake it was said, by a former 
owner of him. Here again was perplexity. The man in whose 
hands the bullock was, I knew very well by name ; and by 
another circumstance, having met with an ngly likeness of him in 
wood, slouch-hatted and spectacled, in a Xaunceston V. D. L. 
newspaper, with this worthy lett^-press " W. B. the arch- 
methodist Swindler." There was tronble euoogh to get this 
horrid business rectified. The person of whom the beast was 
said to be bought by our wood-cut acquaintance, was out of the 
way, some scores of miles in the country. I never rested till I, 
by threats of action, &c., got possession of what I could prove to 
be our property. We had him, however, and the wet season 
together. 
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bunged up tight, Bet in s squara frame of wood-work. This waa 
allowed bj all, to be a new and an ingenioas cantriTBUce. Thia 
we did to paM over, from the south to the north nde of the iiTer, 
our post and rail for fendng : the forest in which it was 
split being t«n milai higher np on the soath side of oni rirei. 
BO by keeping the bollocks on the south side, we could crow 
and lecroeg ahj time, without going miles below or above to get 
over. A great coDvenienca this, and tempoiarily for na, and for 
otheiB ; until it grew bo mncb of a thoronghbie as to aonov ns. 
The bollocks were sure to be lost on that side, and we most DoDt 
them. 

Wet u the weather was, we commenced bringing down our 
fencing materials. And thiough what a kind of conntij we 
had to bring them ! Along tKe sides of eloping hills, and through 
manhes, and deep break-neck ravines. Our first attempt waa 
unfortunate : something about the pole of the cart broke, and off 
the bollockg sat in a gallop — crash went the wheels sg^nst a 
tree, and the cart was broken, the team all at liberty. The 
boUock-driver declared it to be naeless trying again, for not one 
of the fonr bullocka were leaders. Two more bnllockB were 
bongbt, after nearly a week's inauiiy, and a inj was borrowed. 
Again, and again, when the weather would permit ua, a load was 
got down. I walked up the ten miles and home again, that if 
any accident happened, t might be at hand to render any assist- 
ance. Day after day I went : for if I did not go, I had no rest 
at home through apprehension. Sometimes at the gullies or 
ravines we hatf to onload the cait for it (o get over, and when 
over to re-load it. On some occasions we had the bullocka 
down ; and then there was danger of their necka being brok^i : 
it was a time of great nneasiDess, and great anxiety. Once we 
had decided for John, with the team, to go up one day, stay all 
night with the splitter, and so retorn the neyX. Days p^sed 
over, and no John returned to allay our anxiety : the bullocks in 
tlie forest got constantly lost ; agun we had recurrence to our 
old plan ; again there was delay, the wlitter was ordered to 
shift ftom Ids place to another, the land uiere being sold. This 
done, and the weather still finer, I began to think fortune would 
tavoor us now, and that we should progress more satisfactorily. 
So thinking, John and I went up with the team towards the new 
splitting location. Before we reached it, a man came running 
nearly breaUilBss, eiclaiming, " Thank God yoo're come ; poor 
Ellen, MtB. Smith's companion, is barnt to death ! " So it 
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proved, &t least partlj bo. The poor joong woman was brunt 
araadfnlly ; standing by the onwoor fire, the breeze had blown 
hec apron iDto the flames, and mnnuu; in her fright ahe had 
helped it on most fittatly. In onr cart, leaving oar poet and rail, 
she had to be taken into the town, where she died. This lost na 
three more days. Wearied out, we hired the carriage of the 
rest, and had 91. to pay for their conveyance. 

So davB, and weeks, and mouths hod passed away vexationsly. 
Then wnen all the materials were carefnlly got over the river, 
came a flood and swept a great portion of them into it. 

This we colled feelingly tie flood-year. 

Mtgt, Jwie, July, and Augtut — never can I foivet those 
months of anxiety. Our land wangled ploughing and fencing, 
and the season for getting in onr com was, whilst we were 
occupied in llie forest getting down the fencing materials, fast 
going by. What was the resnlt 1 onr land was not sown nntil it 
was too late, and the crops were consequently worthless. Thus 
one gear's labour, outlay, and seed, were thrown away. 

Sbdl there remained to us hope : we did not relax onr en- 
desvouTS. Other sessons there would be, and, by fencing and 
dealing other portions of the form, we prepared ourselves to take 
advantage of them. 

All the time we had occupied onrselves on the bim, we were 
in clear prospect of the Heidelburg road ; on which daily went 
to and fro, and a very animating sight it was, carriages open and 
close, filled with the gay femilies of the wealthy settlers located 
on the rich banks, far and near, of the River Yona. Gentlemen 
and ladies, too, we saw evermore on horseback, in their gay 
riding dresses ; there was a perpetual gleam of rich beavera, 
OBtiicti plumes, veils streaming in the air, and parasols showing 
their ridi siUiness to the sun. The bash was ^ive most days 
with pleasant and picturesque gronpa. Then the hoises, full of 
blood and in highest condition, fleet and beautiful coarsers were 
they, and the sight of them did oar hearts good. Although we 
were toiling, it was with hope, and it was good that there seemed 
BO much enjoyment in the land. It was true, after the loss of the 
first season, we continned onr work steadily but more soberly ; a 
little of the brightness was worn off, and doubts mingled with our 
ejcpectation, once bo confident, of the future. Others too — or did 
our own feeling tinge others' } — seemed as if the world hod not 
kept pace with the brilliancy of their expectations. Others hod 
lost crops of one kind or other as well as ouiselves. The Uniform 
Price system, that daughter of Lord John Russell's brain, had, 
since the previous bland holiday seaaon, ■^■'^y' smoogit them 
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the misery of its inteiligence. Deep udneES bad ^len upon (bt 
land ; the vely aspect of the people, the perBonal neglect, and tbe 
leanness of the horses, bore witness to it. It seemed indeed, so 
great imd palpable wbb the chanse, qnite anather coontrj. 

On atill we progreBsed, field alter field was cleared and 
MicloBed, Land eveiy day and produce came down in value ; 
we were toiling against hope : " We were not at rest and trouble 
came." It was now time to plough again ; but three of our 
bnllocks had strayed away, and were nowhers to be found ; to 
bny others woald have been madnen, in t&e evety-day depre- 
ciation of all kinds of property. Search eveiywbere, and offered 
rewards of 1^. each in the newspapt^, were tried in vsin. A 
year and a half elapsed before anything was beard of them, and 
tlien only of two. The second aeasou was lost or nearly so. 
Oar garden was tolerably productive, and on the land, without 
any seed or labour, there was an immense though coarse crop of 
oaten-hay. These second, and even third crops, there being no 
winter to kill them, are under some circumstances advantageous ; 
they also ^ve a cuise, growing where and when they are not 
wanted. Three, four, or five times the land must be ploughed 
to get rid of the old plants of com, potatoes, fee. 



OUR NEIGHBOURS. 
We vill DOW take a glance at oar neighbours. Our nearest 
was Mr. T. Wills, one of the most intelligent gentlemen of the 
colony, a magistrate, a native of the middle custrict ; what we 
must call an Anglo-Australian. He had bought his estate, the 
next allotment but one to onrs, of the Crown, on June 10, 1640 ; 
he paid for it 3,784^. His htmse and other premises cost as 
mncD more. For land-clearing he paid, in some instances, 16/. 
per acre. His astate, 173 acres, is a valuable one : bishoose, 
with its pillared and balconied front, is of graceful architocture : 
delighliinij situated on pleasant knolls and slopes. Seen from 
the south of the river, with the garden, like an English one, 
with the windings of the Yaira, at a distance before it, and the 

a' m of natural ponds near it, partly hidden in trees too, the 
scape is picturesque enough. Walking in the garden, 
amongst sedges and reeds, for a natural lake encircles it, tou secj 
nearly tame, so welt are they protected by their tasteful owner, 
dncks, divers, and widgeons, natives of the country, and most 
likely of the ]o<^ity, and added to these, what is very rare, the 
Aosttslian coot, with its sky-blue body, crimson bill and legs, a 
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most bean tifat bird. To see all these cieatuiBe m nicely located, 

and to Sod the garden in its character so very English, imrpiiM 
yon with regard for the owner. 

In conTersation with this gentleman, he confessed to me th»t 
the colonial land-system, in spite of his colonial birth and ex- 
perience, had cheated him oat of 12,00M. 

Tom we to a neighboai of another description. There came 
ont amongst the bonnty Irish emigrants some three or four per- 
sons of tne name of, I think, O'Shanassy. One of these pe^k 
rented a small place not many miles from as. He and his wife 
were indeifltigawe earth-worms. One day mybrother, Dr. Homtt, 
of Melbourne, had ridden op to oar farm, and we wer« talking 
together, wh^ oar Irish neighbour came to ns, to make inqniiy 
after some stray cattle. His dress was of the coarse grey home- 

Snn Irish cloUi. He was bare-footed, bare-legged, canying hia 
oes and stockings nnder his arm that he might not damage 
them with the dew. " There !" observed the Doctor, " youmav 
do your best, bat yon cannot stand against thaL A sheep wiU 
bite so near the ground, that it will starve an ox to death ; and 
a goose, by biting still nearer, wiU bmish both. Scotchman, nw 
Eoglisbman, can contend with that." The observation was just. 
He and his femily came oat at a time, coming at this country's cost, 
when labour was dear. All of them were workers, and they laid 
hj nearly all their earnincs. They then bought a few cattle ; 
land there was in our neighbourhood that had been bought np by 
Sydney speculators, on which, as it lay unoccupied and nnelaimed, 
they made free to depastare their cattle. , Milk they took into the 
town, where it sold well. They had nothing to pay for— neitbai 
rent nor taxes — for at least a thousand acres of land. They soon 
bought a horse, and then four working bullocks ; and now and 
then they added to their stock a cow or two. So thoroughly did 
their Ood-send estate seem their own, that after they had gra^ 
it without interruption for a year or two, they began to cut down 
and cart into Melbourne all its best fire-wooa. lUgularly with a 
horse-cart, and with four bullocks in a dray, these people, beddei 
taking in two chama full of milk tied together with a rope, and 
sluns over the horse's back, before br^kfaat, took two loads of 
wood into the town, four miles off. This they did six days eveipr 
week^ clearing, besides the milk, three poonaa per week. Their 
clothing and food cost little ; there was no license to pay th» 
government for, the land not belonging to the Crown : all was 
nearly clear. 'Whenpeople are so very prosperous, it is a pity they 
cannot live for ever. One day, as our neighbour was walking 
by the side of his bullocks, his shoe-string came ontied, and it 
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' «u the death of him. He stooped down to tie it — the bnlloekt 
went on, caught the off-wheel agsinHt a stvmp, taned over the 
dr&y apon him, and killed him an the spot. 

His widow, auiisted by her hosband'a brother, carried on the 
eoncem. They had continned increasing their niunber of cattle, 
BJid conld not in all have less than a hantked head. Ten of these 
cost originallj one hundred pounds, and the horse eighty, a few 
years before. Had there been no depreciation in stock, ebe woald 
have been worth nearly fifteen hundred pounds ; aa it is, she is 
worth several hundreds. Her money or sood properties got her 
another hnsband, much like the former, and on Qiey kept plodding 
in' the same track. 

Another of onr neighhonrs, on the other side of the Yana, was 
a Scotchman of the name of Connell. He had, only he did not 
pay so dearly for it, a larger estate conddetably than Mr. Wills. 
He had three or foar square miles of land ; this he rented of the 
Crown, it being what is called a sqnatting station, and paid for 
it, annually, ten pounds. He had not contributed anyUiing to 
the Land Fund, as wa and Mr. Wills had done, by parchaaing 
land. Yet when the immigrsnts arrived, brought out by our 
muiey, he conld have them on the suns terms. He could iceep, 
by virtne of his license (which we conld not,) as many cattle, 
hones and sheep as he pleased ; and could cultivate as much 
land for the market too. Clearing he need do none : he bod only 
to select open spaces, having plenty to choose ont of. Ours was 
BmaU, ana had in it bnt little eoltivatable loud. One season he 
grew one hundred pounds worth of oaten-hay. Of wheat he had 
460 bushels, worth 1302. Besides this, he let off some of his 
land to an under-tenant for 23^ per annum. Here are bnt 
.tiuee items, and he had other produce ; yet these three cleared 
him 2&31. In three seasons the land would be worn out, and he 
mnst select other portions or throw up the concern. He talked 
ot doing the latter. Certainly his best plan would be to take 
one of the government allotments, advertised to be let by auction 
at M. per annum the square mile. It was true that the square 
miles boonding these five-pound sections had been sold to the 
owners of them for at ]east 640/, each, and possibly much more, 
by the same government. If the government chose to run down 
the price of land by making investments of 640/. worth only 5t. 
rjier annum, he need not care for that ; that was the look-out of 
mUj land-buyeiB, and faithrieepinff, judicumg governor). All 
the Btfuatter had to do, was to take advantage of the temporary 
impolicy, to sow, reap, and be^ar the land ; to onder-setl all the 
Uod-bnying fools, and thereby to glut the market. If thegovem- 
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ment could sell no more land, and Uie landed pn^rieton ware 

inBolrent, he might do well, leaving the first, leiBore to opoa their 
ejes, and the latter trying to slint them on the eomiag itiin. 

Had Coimell been bb sober and economical as he was indiis- 
trioos.hemast, like oni Irish neighbour, have got on in the world; 
bat of all dninkards he was the moat dnmken. He could sell 
loadaofhay and com, when the sober steadv man conld not, for 
he would take out h&lf the valne of hia prodace in diink. Mel' 
boame innkeepers were always his, if not the ready cnstamers of 
others. Whilst the man who had bought hiii land, and steadily 
cultivated and reaped it, was hawking his prodoce aboat the 
streets, and begging as a great favour to get rid of it, Connell dnd 
his bullock-driver, who had immediately disposed of thnra, were 
sitting and singing drunken songs m the dehonse comer. 
Often, when returning home drunk, master and man, they have 
lost themselves in the bush. In the morning they have waked 
up, the master in one place, the man in another ; and having Id 
their half-consciousnesH loosened the bullocks from the dray, the 
draj has been discovered in a third place ; and the bnllocks, 
after many days' search, (for they keep ranging about if not 
nn^okcd.) in a fourth. On one occasion, amidst these jolly 
doings, the dray was upset, their only daughter's arm broken, and 
the mother's leg dreaofuUv bruised. If they managed to land 
home safely, be sure ihe^ tad plenty of mm with them ; and at 
midnight would be turning out, too warm for the inside of their 
house, to quarrel, to fight, or to disturb the quiet country witk 
their maudlin mirth. 

Once Connell came over in our punt on his way to the town, 
with a ploughshare to be sharpened. He said he should return 
at nieht, and would thank us to again put him over the liver. 
He did attempt to keep his word — but only got half way fnaa 
Melbourne to our place ; to an old huge gum-tree in a snug 
nook by theMerri Creek. There, for he had two gay young sports- 
men with him on their way for a week's shooting m the iormlt, 
they kiudled a fire and set m for a good night's drinking. In the 
morning, the three boon companions came to cross in the punt, 
-My nephew was somewhere near the liver, and to him 1 directed 
them. Shortly after, I said to myself, "Surely Tom will not 
attempt to t^e these three drunken fellows over at once 1 " 
and I set off after them, but was too late. All of ihem had at 
once leapt into the punt ; Connell, as he was sure to do, had 
reeled to one side ; Tom, seeing the peril, jumped to the bank, 
and the three were in a moment overhead in the Yarra, with 
the punt inverted upon them. The river is there dreadfully 



3,Coo^le 



101- 

deep ; and oqt thought! were at once of dealli, aod a caroner'H 
inquest. It was Dot quite so bad as that. Connell emet^ed the 
first, walked deliberately up ont of the water like a sea-cow : 
having left behind him the plooghshare, bat grasping safely the 
nun-bottle in bis hand. Fiist one had emerged and then the 
other ; and. the sportsmen, to our great satis&cuou, sprawled out 
upon the diy. Ujid. Some losses thej had sustained — loss of 
powdei-flasks, &c. ; their mirth bad evaporated, and they swore 
soberly. Not so Connell — he had saved what was more preciouH 
than powder-flasks or ploughshares : he had saved hia life in that 
of the mm-hottle, and waving it round his bead, exclaimed 
joyously, " Never mind, lads, never mind, worse accidents than 
this happen at sea." 

So much for onr neighbonn. 

It was about the commencement of 1843, or veiy latein 1841, 
that seeing no prospect of any great profit from Uie cultivation 
of the farm, or being rather undecided what nlan to adopt 
regarding it ; my nephew, being at liberty to employ himself as 
he thot^t most likely to conduce to his advantage, joined a 
friend 'of his recently from England at cow-keeping. They pur- 
chased three cows and calves wiUi them, and a few dairy articles, 
for £30. 

My nephew and his partner kept their cattle in the open bush 
sometimes, and sometimes in our paddocks. Part of the milk 
they sold at home to the labourers employed by Qovemment on 
the Heidelburg road, and the rest in Melbourne. This, after a 
fair trial, they found like moat other colonial undertakings. It 
seemed well to realise twenty pounds in about six months ; but 
the cattle began lo give less milk ; squatters nearer Melbourne 
began to undersell them ; and cows daily lessened in value. 
There was nothing so certain as that every week would add to 
their loss. At length, after keeping them a ^ear, the concern 
was disposed of — for, cattle and iii, ^16 ; leaving a few shilliiigs 
per week net profit. So mnch for Australian cow-keepiug. 

About the commencement of this milk-speculation, I kept a 
four-day jonmai, as follows : — 

Dec^nber 6, IMl. — It is Sunday moming; a dim misty prelude 
to a very hot summer's day, I got up at half-past four o clock ; 
the laughing jackass, the Australian jay, or settler's clock as it 
is called, making merry with the first glimpse of daylight ; and 
the bell-birds, along the river, tinkling in unison. We get 
break&at, and after the milking is over, set off with the milk to 
Melbourne, five miles. The bush is very silent, the cicadas not 
yet feeling their vivifier, the sun. The Merri Creek is nearly 
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dried up. Beyond it the nativei have their village. What a 
scene ! naked Bavages, shaggy doga, bark-and-boagh dweiliDgs ^ 
the simplest, the rudest ever constructed by the creature man. 
The howl, growl, and yelp of cars and mongrels, which follow 
Bt our heels, and the sight of the natives, young and old, is nor 
bod Bubstitnte for iDfemo. Oo to New Town with J. C, and 
return home to a seccmd breakfast of beef, coffee, bread and bnttw, 

A lev days ago, I saw that which filled poor Bobinson Cniso« 
with such surprise and horror, the well-defined print of a savage'B 
naked foot in the sand. But here haw different the seneation 1 
rather pleaBiirable than otherwise. For we haTe what Cmsoa 
bad not, a sense of Bafety, and knowledge of the kind of being to 
whom the footmark beloneed. The impreesioB tM bebtdd is 
the trace left by a cannibal, bnt we know his ptnver and our 
own. We are not solitary. There i« nothing vagne, large and 
tniHtily undefined ; there is noUuno' startling and hair-bristling. 

What are we to do till dinner! The iron kettle is on tli« 
iire, and preparations are mining for that meal. Meanwhile 1 
commence this joorafj, and then stroll down to the Yarra. 
There the kingfisher, a beautiful creature, is Bkimming to and 
fro over the surface of the river. The mosqnitoeB are, con- 
found them ! keen as death. Look at the bell-hird'a nest, adniirs 
Ae two spotted salmon-coloured e^. Wonder that, as the nest 
is so flimsy and gauze-like, the oldbird does not, bnng as it is so 
lightly in the tea-tree, press it from its place and entirely 
rain it. 

Noon. — Bumingly hot. The thermometer 100° at least. 
Everything Australian in extremes ; the weather at least, wet 

Qet peas for dinner. Even about so simple a thing as gather- 
ing and shelling peas, what household asiociations are aw^ened 1 
Lmk after link, the mind paseeB unconsciously throagh the 
vicissitudes of many years, and the period to tliese reaectiona 
i«, a swh. 

Bee^ peas, snet-pndding with raisins in it, for dinner ; homely 
food, yet healthful, and to the temperate, sufficient. 

Read the beautiful History of the Patriarchal ages ; how 
Rebecca and Rachel watered their bthers' flocks in the Aready 
of Palestine. " And Jacob kissed Rachel, and lifted np hw 
voice and wn>t." Nothing equal in poetry or romance to th« 
story of Jacob, Joseph, Ruth, and of David too, the minstrd 
i^pherd, the ontlaw in the fastnesses and caves of Enfcedi ; 
"^ " ■■ 'thesweetPBalmistof Israel. The poetry of Ui* 

it order of poetiy. The dutractera are of tlw 
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truest Epic dignity. No imagination eonld have given them 
exi3t«nce. Based on the most bomelj simpUcity, yon find &11 
the sablimity that hntnan n&tare and action are c^>Bble of. 
The pastot^ portions of the Bible seem to ei^age oar att«ntion 
nuMt notorally, pet hapg because of (he pBator&l sympathy betwixt 
the Holy Land and Australia. 

Spend part of the aftemoon and evening in partly readins 
Sondiey's Poems, woUung, and after tea or sapper, ovr third and 
last m^, off to bed. 

Dtemuer 7. — Up at the naoal time. On to Melbourne ; lesTe 
Ely brother a qnanuty of peas on the {oemises before they are 
np, and retnni home. 

Longjog anlently for rain ; not able Us da anything in the 
garden, owing to its diy'as-dnst condition. 

Hot winds blowing steadily from the norUi, from some inland 
•and;? desert no doubt. We feel dnsty all over. So intensely 
dry IS the atmosphere that wood shrinks, and books have their 
covers curled up as if yoa had been reading by a hot fire ; whilst 
the batter, hard in the morning, is metted to the tionaparent re- 
semblanoe of olive oil before noon. Out in the snn all vegetation 
droops and withers, as though it would never revive. In &ct 
some of it never does, bnt turns black and diet as though it had 
been seared with a hot iron. • 

Utotmbtr 8.— Ho rain. Nothing to be done. Oo again to 
Melbourne, Much amnsed to-day by the ceremooions polite- 
ness of a native woman . There Ae slaod in a perfect state of 
nndUy, a little way from the road, by her miam, smiling, or 
nther ^maeing ; for th&n is nothing of heart or intellect in 
diat movement of the black coantenance. She waved her hand 
and head to me, not angracefully : the trick imitated from some 
Melbonraite. The blocks are admirable mimics, catching up 
bo the life civilised speech and action. " Good morning, sir ! * 
aav the pecaninies with the atmost gravity. " Where yon go !" 
asKs another. There is something inexpressibly ludicrous in the 
drenmstaoce that these uglieat pieces oi human nature are heard 
siiwng in Melbourne " I'd be a bntteifly." 

To-3ay, soon after my return home^ being alone in the house, 
I heard ^e most mel^choly noise m the bush, not far off: 1 
tho^ht some one had met with a serious accident, and ran oat 
terrified. It proved to be the fore-ruiming annonncement of 
three coming black fellows. Two women, one with a piccaniny 
at her back, had tamed down to the ford below. Three men 
eame forward. One of them had on a short white sailor's frock, 
and cemmoa black-wool baL The otherp bad brown blankets 
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wrapped Tonnd them looselj. Their hair was orcamented with 
white cockatoo feathers, and profoselj with kaugu^io teeth. 
Their object was to heg white money- When I tnraed one of 
my pockets out to show them 1 htul nothing, they laughed in 
theii load laanDer, and felt at the other. So away they went, 
digaatisfied ; and they, with the women and child, bn^ed them' 
ulveB in crogmne the ford. Soon they diaappeaied in the bnab 
on the other side of the riTer. The men were anned with 
■peaia and waddiei. • 

Deeemier 9. — Rise at four o'clock ; the Aogtralian jay laugh- 
ing awa^ the darknesB, and the magpies with their rich warbling 
welcoming the light. 

. No tain. Nothing to be done. The same day after day. The 
mn intensely hot. The cicadas in millions, m ftVi ng the Teiy air 
dizzy with their disaonance. Ten tboosand Bpinning-jenniea 
conld not match them. The noise is the most weansome imsgi- 
uable. This is the cicada year. Last summer there were, owing 
to what cause I know not, very few of them. 

Picked ap half of an old Weekly Dispatch, contuntng extracts 
from two letters, each from Sydney or its distnct, giving miser- 
able accounts of that part of Australia. There is a great deal of 
^th in the etatementa. though many in Ei^land, whose minds 
ar& quite of a glow wDen £ey think of these warm pastoral 
latitndeH, wonld &in disbelieve them. I daily hear worse and 
worse accounts of these colonies, and do honestly think (Ood 
help QB I) Port Phillip is infinitely best off, both in its natnral 
position and climate ; being warmer than Van Diemen's Land, 
freer from fogs and haute in winter ; free, too, from Van Dtemenian 
summer frosts : and better watered by lain — scattering westerly 
windd, than Sydney. Soil of equal if not of better quality, and 
& finer pastoral country than eiuier. 

Still all advantages of all lands will not bear comparistai with 
England : for this simple reason, we were bom there ; our minds 
are fnll to overflowing'with everything English. All onithonghta; 
feelings, habits, customs, and all our associations, are fh^ish. 
Thither we return mentally, and must do bodily. 

Still what we may return to, most give ns pause, ^nffliitg 
irif colonial coils, we return to coils at home — to tax-gatherers, 
to poor-rate collectors, dearer previsions, a cold and wet climate, 
and to what one does not see here, the old common home pictnrts 
of degradation and wretchedness, nakedness, and want. It is 
suipnain^ in the colony of Australia Felix, owing to its recent 
colonisation, what a newness and youth everything has. New 
buildings everywhere, young people, yonng cattle, no defumity, 
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no old age, no decay. This is Teiy Btriking; and, aided hy 
the purity of the AoEtralian atmosphere, tends very much b> 
cheerfalness. 

Many aching hearts, neverthelesa, there will be in all new 
colonieE. Some rained by miscondcct, others by wild specnla- 
tiona, or duped by waiy colomat ahaiperg ; old chams, picking 
up the new. 

W^ford Orange, 1841. 

About the commencement of 1642 we began to clear the best 
portion, as it i^orded soil, of land on oar fann— abont.three acres 
of meadow. This we had been afraid of doing from the firgt, eo 
serious a labour it seemed. Overgrown it wae with quantities of 
the laigest red gum-trees, burtheoed with dead prostrate trunks, 
full of stumps, and covered with tea-tree scrub. This task, after 
several months' incessant toil, my nephew and myself accom- 
plished. If ever a bit of ground was earned by the labour be- 
Btowed upon it, that was. The rising sun found us felling trees, 
severing with our saw the trunks, and grabbing up roots ; under 
the boniing noon-day sun we were often roasting ourselves by 
huge fires : and the sun dipped down in the western waves, 
leaving as, thankful for the short cool twilight, still at onr 
labour. 

What was the result 1 We made the plot of land like a 
garden : fenced it with the post and rwl split by ourselves out 
of the timber we had felled ; planted it with potatoes ; and, jost 
as the rows were looking green and beautiful, there came a flood, 
da«troyed the crop, and we had to plant it again. Nor was that 
the only loss : there were two splitters located near oa, and these 
men I had engaged to get for me, as they had a license to s[)lit 
timber on the crown lands, a quantity of [josts on the opposite 
side of the river ; these, for which I liad paid nearly six ponnds, 
were carried away also. 

the flood ! A pretty condition the splitters were in too. 
Theee two men had been convicts. Their hands weie homy 
with toil ; their bees tanned and tawny ; their bodies seemed 
compounds of iron and leather. Hard workers they were, and 
hard drinkers. Their two huU, made of slabs and bark, were in 
the flat in one of the farthest bends of the river. One of them 
kept aa housekeeper a female fiiend, and this friend had then 
another with her on a visit from Melbourne. They were at this 
time left alone, for their woodmen were trying to quench their 
dronght in the town. Heavy rains there must have been on the 
aaslem alps, or rather a sadden thaw of snow which does some- 
times take place in summer, for the flood rose rapidly. At mid- 
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aight, iDBtead of oar forty ^Brds of river, the moonlight glittered 
Ml a plain of water two miles in width. There stood t£e huts ; 
ve could see them in the rising Sood, not jet swept away, and 
the women were in them. There was a scream in that direction. 
The Sood had been noticed in Melbonme, and the diiaken 
thongbt acddentally ahout the women, and were come. Th« 
wateiB were ont eveiTwhere: after taking a. lonff circait, ther 
managed to wade to ijie hnts; and the scream we nad heard had 
eicaped one of the women when, in a deeper current, she had 
gone, in their retreat, over-head ; and the; mast have been 
drowned, had the men not arrived jnst as th^ did, and led- 
them throagh the flood carefullj by the hand. Soon the hnlB, 
the beds, the bedding, clothes, hats, and bonnets, went, in orte ■. 
miDOua sweep, down the broad current. 

All the poetij of Anetralian farming had now evaporated. It 
liversally acknowledged that at the rate produce could be 



was nothing left for rent. At a merely nominal rent onr &rm 
was, therefore, let to our nephew, who conld nearly cultivate it 
himself. We still continu^ the fencing, and in the antnnm of 
1843 the whole ninety-five acres were inclosed, with other con- 
liderahle internal fencing into the bargain. 

A year after this, the &rm was let in February, 1843, I was in 
Australia, residing with my nephew. I occapied myself vaii- 
ODsly, not unobservant of the condition of the province ; and 
assishn^ my nepbew all I conld. Ingenious, intelligent, and 
induetrions, I felt deeply interested in his success. Sober ; not 



at his work ; not a bit of ground was there, not the merest strip 
of cultivatable land, but be committed to its hoaom some kind 
of seed, com, or garden vegetable. Nor did it appear that be 
had laboured in vain ; it seemed that God and Nature would 
reward such devoted and persevering induEtry. Wheatj oata, 
barley, potatoes, cabbages, turnips, onions, all, in their rMJh 
Iniuriant greenness, how well they looked ! 

I will ffive the result, from my note-book : — 

" Heigho lor farming in Australia ! The first set cr«p of 
potatoes have been, as they were last year, destroyed by a flood. 
Again they have been set ; and again the uprising green and 
goodly rows have shown themselves, to be eaten by flies in 
myriads ; and what escapes the fly is devoured by clouds «f . 
Siassboppen, very locnsts in voracity. Everything green diaap- 
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pears before them. Rows of faU-grown cabbagei have vanished, 
leaving the stalks hallowed out like egg-caps. Evet^thing is 
devoared, or dies paitlj eateo. 

" All things Id this connti? seem to work together for the far- 
mer's min. Were there no floods, no flies, no grasshoppera, the 
market is perfectly glutted, independently of the regular &riner 
or landed proprietor, from the Crown lanus. How is the town 
of Melbourne supplied with milk 1 From the unsold Crown lands. 
In the first place, a vast herd of cows are kept by the town^ 
people ; every man who can pnrchase them keeping his cow or 
cows, for which he pays to the general herdsman 9^. or Is. per 
week. They are dnven out in the moming and brought borne 
again at night. The town herdsman has a license to keep cattle, 
for which ne pays the Government £10 per annum. On lliis 
ttead-mill cattle-keeping system, where they have to walk some- 
times ten miles a day, of the cows, and the calves too, many die 
hy gradoal starvation. The other milk-supply is from squattem 
on Uie soDth of the Yarra, apposite Melbourne. Butter, eggs, 
cheeee, hay, com, bacon, beet, mutton, veal, pork, poultiy, all 
are sopplied by the squatters, the :CIO per annum men. 

" Thou poor, pitiful, care-worn, fly-bitten, flood-pereecoted, 
graae-hopper-devonred Australian farmer, what doeet thou in 
this coontry 1 Then art neither sanctioned by Government, nor 
heaven-permitted ! Away with thee from the land." 
"WWord Grange, Nov. 30, 1843." 



In justice to Aostralia Felix, I must say that this was only a 
partial visitation, the lange of country in which the graashopper- 
and-fly-curse of Egypt, fell, was not far extended beyond the 



Yarra district. 

This was the grand consummation ; the fly, flood, and grass- 
hopper year ! About this time I met casually in a newspaper a 
ponnd-keeper'a advertisement, from which I leamt that two of 
the bullocks which had strayed away from ns nearly two yean 
before, were offered, and most likely sold, by auction, to pay the 
ponuding expenses, just the day before. Thither I walked — 
twenty-four miles it was from our farm to Kalkatlo poond— to 
learn the result. It rained dreadfully^ and the wind and nun 
faced me ; I had a miserable walk tnither, to leam that there 
waa ont of £30 which llie three stray cattle had originally cost 
DB, coming to ns, over and above expenses, £i 4*. A good colo- 
nial dividend, only we did not get it. My brother, finding the 
pound-keeper was about to be discharged for roguery in his 
ofBee, and seeing there was no possibility, without much trouble, 
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of oblAuung the cash, accepted what the fellow offeied instead, a 
good mahogan; chest of diaweia. 

Thia jonrne; had its delights as well as veKationa. I eaw a 
great deal of very delightful conntiy ; when on my retam I conld 
look abont me and enjoy it. I was about ten or twelve miles 
fiom Mount Macedon, and a more pictaresqae and heautifnl 
r^on was nevei looked Qpon. Water there was none ; and the 
trees were all of one kind : bat the whole conntry had a deli- 
donsly smooth, lawn-liks surface, without scrub or stones. 
Around me spread a spacioog plain, the she-oska, a rich silky 
brown, scattered thinly and in clamps ; further off, bounding ttie 
plain, knolls, slopes, and glens, all of the smoothest oaUiiM, 
crowned or sprinkled with the same trees ; and beyond monn- 
tains and moantain langea, on which rested deUcionsly tite blue 
of the summer heavens. Soma of these monntaina were wooded 
to the rommifs ; others revealed through openings immeasurable 
plains, where ^eep were whitely dotting the landscape ; the 
golden sunshine seen at intervals betwixt the long shadows of 
tile ^e-oaks. There only wanted a good stately river, American 
OT English, to make the scene magniScent. I have seen some 
of the loveUest, richest, English scenery, its nortbem lake pano- 
ramas, its Bolton Abbey splendouia, and romantic Dove-dales 
and Bairow-dales, and I am thankful that I have looked around 
me in the grand wilderness on Australian landscapes. 

I did not reach home that night ; it would have been forty- 
eight miles ; for about eight miles from our bim I came, led by 
a breese-brightened mass of burning charcoal, to a peasant's nice 
little weather-boarded cottage, where, asking my wa^, not know- 
ing it well in the dark, he declared it impossible nir him to do 
so, or me to find it, until day-break. So at once he pressed me 
to come in and pass the night with him. 1 did so. He was a 
decent-looking, intelligent Irishman, and hospitable withal. He 
was hj himseu, being that night Left alone by two people who 
bad resided with him. The room was clean : over the chimney- 
piece were stuck some pictures from Miss Edgworth's "Helen :" 
and on a table were a few religious, and I thought Catholic, 
boolu. He mended his fire, made me tea, and furnished me with a 
piece of damper to eat to it, 1 did there what I never did before 
m my life, drank my tea out of a square saucer. Qood china it 
was, though of so singular a shape, antique in its glaze and 
painted figures ; perhaps it had belonged ages ago to some of the 
four kings of Ireland. He was a kind, though not a rich host, 
and read and discussed the various topics of the newspaper I 
carried with me, whilst I discussed his tea and damper. 
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Then ha laid for me on the boarded floor a good mattress, 
brousht me ont worm new blankets, and sheets «7tite aa mow. 
1 ha3 walked nearly forty miles that day, and, with thanks to 
Providence, and my friend^ entertainer, slept sonodly. At the 
terminatioQ of this year, Febmaiy, 1644, my ne;^ew gave Dp 
tiie fimn, and we re-let it. I need not Bav that from first to laat 
onr colonial life and farming experieaee had been one series of 
nupropitioua and calamitons circvmstanceB, These, whether 
sufficient in themselves or not, decided hh to quit the conntry. 



" Gorgeom u night, ■tar-crowned— «ronDd her mivioj 
Luxuriant jetlieit hair, in ampleal curli. 
With awcclctt naClTc wild-Sovcn interwoven, 
SnpNoH, upon Mount Macedon, reclined 
The Genial of the country ; and irith eyes. 
Whose power of viwon time had not impaired, 
Coutemplativo, before her apread, beheld 
And mib calm joy, ai heretofore, tbe scene : 
Ita baji, ila lakes, its fivers far span. 
Fair land, smooth sea, and bright &r-9cattcred isles. 
And, with a watchful spirit of quick love, 
Into her heart of hearts, embraced the whole : 
And with a soul ofbrooding tenderness, 
Saw, as she from creation ever saw. 
The old primeval forest solitudes ; 
The mountains and the vatlefS of the lud; 
Not uninhabited— ^not desolate — 
Age after age the same ; from age to age. 
Tracked only bj its native dusky tribes. 
In arts, in arms, in maanera, and in mind. 

All countries, it we are to put any faith in poets, have had 
their latelaiT genins — the one bir go»:dian spirit, whose carefal 
beneficence has showered blessings on iJie region peculiarly under 
its domination. Greece had il^ Gtods and Qoddesses : eveiy 
mountain had its Deity — the woods their Fauns and Sylvans — 
the trees their Dryads— the rivers their Nymphs : the very rocks 
of the ocean were brightened with the lieht of song— they were 
peopled with Sirens — femininely beautifal, blooming in immortal 
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youth ; vAoae marie of haip and y<Aee lured, delieionaljr, the 
anwaiy mariner to death. 

So bgdied forth the venerable antique poets in fabloB, no 
shadows, bnt substantial trnth. So enbdivided tbej, to suit 
earthly necesaitiea, tlie nniverBal attiibntea of the one eternal, 
omnipotent, and omniacient Guardian, Creator, Vivifier, and 
Saatamer of the world^ — and worlds. 

Thanks to the Homsrs of mankind for their beantifnl fables — 
their earthly ensbrining and localisiDg of heavenly essences. 
Ther who write the Histoiy of the Worid may follow Mosea up 
to the One-Supreme : we, who write only about a ProTince, 
Anstralia Felix, most sati^ ourselves with a mote subordinate 
ethereality, like the Greeks. 

Like them, wehaveMonnt Macedon, and have already, there- 
fore, a right to Mercnry or Minerva, at least to preside over oni 
Kew Land, until some of its native poets, yet nnborn or in their 
in&ncy, shall, of themselves, with their own creations, endow its 
woods, and streams, and mountains, with fitting divinities. 

Imafiine the Oenios of Australia, on the arrival of the first 
ship, thaa communing with herself, not uimaturally. " I perceive, 
on the bosom of onr inland waters, a small white speck, giadoally 
enlarging itself — a ship, doubtlesB, the floating sea-home of the 
white man ; that which has made accessible to him lands near 
vid remote, and has given to him the utmost comers of the earth 
for a possession. He who has approprialod to himself the eastern 
portion of this Continent, and the Island of Tasmania, comes 
hither also. For the first time the white soils fling their shadows 
along the dancing brine, and rapidly across the old grey rocks. 
For the first time the unbroken stillness of the waters gives place 
to the familiar sounds of civilised life. The rocks echo strangely 
and unwontedly the lively accents of alien voices : the jocnnd 
cheer of merry mariners. Soon will our inland waters be 
peopled with novel shapes, with pleasant sights and sounds, with 
the qnick gliding to and fro of sails, scattering the ancient sleep 
before them : the bays, the lakes, the rivers thronged with a new 
and active race. On all hands will be perceived the bnsUe, the 
healthful and exhilarating stir, of commercial life. 

" Our dark people of the woods are not without some intima- 
tion of the approaching change ; the very wind breathes of innovar 
tion— the war-whoop is silent — the eoroboree is at an end — 
they are silent and restless by their solitary fires.'" 

Still the enlightened spirit— 

"The prophetic aoiil 
Of the wide warM dreuning on tlunga to cams" — 
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ia glad tad thankful : for, of the enming evil and ^ood, the eril 
wul be trangient, and the good peipetuol. "1 rejoice althoogh 
the new-comer brings in Uie one band disease and death — in Ue 
other an inestimable blessing : and in his train follow the arts, 
the delights and refinements, of a more enlightened mode of 
existence. It will seem to ns, aa we behold the manly forms 
and dignified bearing of the Earopean strangers— to use the words 
of one of their own poets — that 

' Qodt mill the earth, or beiogi more thin men.' 

The veiy sward on which they tread will give back the sound <rf 
their footsteps happily : and, in the language of a greater poet 
than thein, ' The desert shall be glad for them, and the wilder- 
ness blossom as the rose.' 



laogliH forth its flowera, preparative to the sports, the merry 
romping ; in anticipation of the brighter creatures of a more 
heart-stirring, laughter-loving human childhood ; beings in whose 
forms the light of heaven, and the flowera of the earth, seem 
minfled. 

"For the war-whoop, will be heard the peasant whistling at 
the plough — for the corroboree, the masic of a diviner land. 
Already the valleys seem hoary with innumerabla flocks of sheep, 
and the low of kine is loud upon a thousand hills. 

" A fair and papulous city rises before me ; and as bees throng 
with merry marchj honey-laden to the hive, so man's active 
spirit and commercial indnstiT bring into its bosom no mean 
portion of the wealth of the whole world." 



AUSTRALIA FELIX. 



What a stately and dignified lady is History, whose backward 
sceptre stretches over the dead past ! The very thi:^ which 
she disdains and rejects, are the food, the life-blood of imagin- 
ation, of fancy, and the heart. She gives n* in didactic language 
the showy outside of events ; what is to her the Bmnll cloud no 
bigxer than the human hand ) she regards it not. She dips the 
sullop-shell in the full stieam, reganfless of the fountain. She 
is the recorder of mined empires ; her sceptre rests npon fallen 
columns ; her brows are wreathed with the wall-flowers and 
sigh-^rass of deserted citjes. With sages she seems to have had 
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some ancient fellowship ; &nd has snatched a sprig of lanrel 
from the brows of mighty poets ; still she rejects them em 
dreamers, and marks down Rumour and Conjecture as children 
of the immntable Verity. 

Time, of whom she is the secretaiy, brings against her graver 
accasations. He declares that Nature is oftentimes the more 
faithful recorder. That the volumes of written record are not 
" the troth and the whole truth." That History is bat a col- 
lector of fragments which foisi a ludicrous representation of tbe 
grand whole. That she has weakly condescended to be a train- 
bearer to Pomp and Power. That, misled by the blandishments 
of Royalty, she has forsaken her sublime vocation to be the 
wearer of a robe of many colours I 

Our infant colony ia yet beneath the notice of so grand a lady ; 
still a few flowers which she might not disregard are scattered 
incidentally through this volume. In fact, what is the histoiy 
of a new colony 1 the arriv^ and departure of ships; itsaccnmu- 
lating wealth ; its few extraordinary political changes ; the arrival 
of a superintendent, and of a judge ; its one visit of a covenior ; 
its moral and intellectual advancement, of which, alas ! there 
is little ; these, with a few other particulars, are the sum-total. 

The province waa firet traversed by M^or, now Sir Thomas 
Mitchell ; he visited and named Mount Macedon and Mount 
Ripon ; and he named also the country generally, through ad- 
mu^tlon of its Inxnriant pasturage and its abundant floweriness, 
Australia Felix. This designation comprehends the Port Phillip 
district. Port Fairy, Portland Bay, Oeelong, Western Port, and 
the newly-discovered region of Oipps Land, with its rich and 
immense pastures, its fresh-water lakes, and six or seven fine 
streams. 

The Port Phillip Bay was first discovered and entered in 
January, 1802, by Lieutenant John Murray, in the colonial 
brig £a^ Nelson ; and it was soon after visited by Captain 
Flinders in the InvestigiUor. The bay impressed a strong sense 
of its importance on the latter ; for, in speaking of it he remarked, 
that it was capable of holding a larger fleet of ships than ever 
went to sea, being from north to soutn ten leagues in length, and 
in breadth from east to west five or six. This it must be ad- 
mitted is a grand sheet of water, though too shallow in soma 
places for shipping to pass to and fro safely. 

At the entrance is Point Nepean, the Eastern Head ; its 
lat 38° 16' S., and long. 144" 38' E. 

About the year 1634, three Tasmanian gentlemen vi^ted it ; 
landed on Indented Head, and succeeded in locating themselves 
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with their flocks aod herds in the dietiict, finding what prenoiu 
riHitoRi, nuaij of them, had fniled to do, freih water. 

Batman eventaallj' settled himself dov-n at the foot of the 
hill now bearing his name ; and his honse, which is now the 
Tieasmy, wbb finaUj purchased by the government. 

It was evident that theae adventoroiiB shepherds did not take 
poraesaiou of the soil in the n!tme of any earthly sovereign, for 
one of them. Batman, proceeded to pnichase (he ground on 
which the city of Melbourne now atanda, of the aborigineg, com- 
prehending in the purchase, for hatchets, blankets, die., an 
ample range of the moat valuable land in Uie province. Ijttle 
seemed those early Bettlera to care for any worldly realities, 
they wore regal enough themselves ; and for diviuitieB, if they 
recognised any, it most have been Fan, the god of the shepberda. 
It is certain that they had a glorioiiH land before tiiem in all its 
DewneBa; nor were they loath to appropriate immediatdy to 
themselves what spread iteelf out luxuriantly aronnd tiiem ; 
they poimced upon the pastures near, and eagerly made excor- 
sions into the mare distant. Some 

" like Ajut, never lo return." 

Amonmt these were Mr. Oillibiand, a Taamanian barrister, and 
a Mr. Hesse. Theae gentlemen found a final loeation earlier 
than they expected. From their prominent atanding in society, 
tliese adventurous persons, by the uncertainty of their fate, and 
the long and mjsterions circumstances connected with their 
total disappearance, cansed for a long time a sad feeling, a deep 
andniekncholy interest in the public mind. Nothing satisfactory 
was ever elicited regarding them, and the mode and whereaboat 
of their deaths is yet a matter of conjecture.* 

It was soon after the location of the province that a party 
of people belonging to Mr. Gillibrand's establishment were 
astonished by a novel apparition : amongat the natives they 
Eonnd a white man ; he was dressed in the ordinary costome of 
the blacks, was roving about with them fix>mplace to place ; and 
like them carried the common implements of savage warfare. 

On inquiry it was foimd that he was a run-away convict, 
Abont thirty years before Batman effected a permanent station 
as sheep and cattle keeper, there was an attempt to form a penal 

* Some time igo, ■ ahefilierd rending on Honnt Rddk bond in the 

bush, aomewliere in ihM neighbonttiiwd, ekeletoni of dead borsea ; ud the 
irou-iFork of bridlei and saddl« ; vhich were said bj the nmldm, but it ii 
not Imovn vith what truth, to have belonged to the miiainEtnveUen. 
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wUIemeiit at Port Pliillipj by the English Qoremment, two 

vessels from England entering the Bay for that pnrpose ; but 
the intention was abandoned, for it was thooght that ths seuch 
for freshwater wouldproveineffectna]. Whilst the Oeaan and the 
Calcutta were at anchor, three convicts made their escape into 
the bosh : Oibson, afterwards a mcceEsfa! settler in Van 
Diemen's Land, a man of wealth and consequence ; fiacUe}', 
destined for the space of thiitj' jears to a strange and wild career 
in the new country, becoming naturalised among the abongines ; 
»nd the third convict it is supposed died, not willing to retorn 
likeQibson to the ship, or, like Buckley, to join himself to the 
hordes of naked and uncouth savage, tracking restlessly ihe 
monntains and wildernesses of a novel, and to them, mysterious 
re^on. 

In temporary dwellings of bark and boughs, shed>shaped, 
by fresh streams, in pictoresqiie villages raised instantaneously, 
and at will, and left untenanted as carelessly ; seeking their 
food in rivers and lakes, and woods without bonnd; fish in 
the waters, opossoma and fiying squirrels, or tnans, in hollow 
gam.trees, and kangaroos and emus in woods and on the 
pluns ; amongst a wild and dusky people whose language, 
he^iag hourly, he did not understand, and into viiiOHe mode of 
existence ana customs be was nninitiated ; silent amongst the 
talkative — lonely in society ; bow strange and mysteriotis must 
have been their relative positions ! The aspect of the white man 
to then a source of amazement and curiosity ; and to Bnckley, 
recently horn civilised life, with old habits and customs, and 



as was believed of the Incas of Peni, he had descended ^m 
the sun ; whilst to him, the novelty and freedom of such a sito- 
ation would by degrees reconcile him to it, softening down 
insensibly what there was rude in their manners or disgusting in 
their culinaiy operations. 

If the supposed absence of water only prevented Port Phillip 
from becomiiigapenalBettlement,the Yam on its first diseoTerr, 
and the delightful tracts of country in its neighbourhood, wonld 
cause the intelligence to fly tmmpet-iongued through Van 
Diemen's Land, only Bevered from it by a nwrow channel, and 
through the more distant re^ons of New South Wales. What 
stories would be spread of endless locations of the richest 
pasturage ; and how eagerly ansionaly welcome to the Tasmanians 
pent up in narow limits, and to people in the older portions 
of the continent wearied with their torrid climate, and longing 
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e drought, BomeiimeB foi twelve and eighteen 
months ; whilst in Australia Felix there is if eiUier ouly too 
nach rain, the westerly winds hringing it np over the land 
abundantly ; and that if in Bammer the conutnis a month withont 
it, the intense heat of the Enn bnmB np the herhase nniyergally. 
It will easily theiefore be imagined how wretchedly off must be 
the eastern porljon of the land, hotter too by eeveral degrees. 

A more splendid and extensive country there is not in the 
world for sheep and cattle than AnstisJia Felix : how fat and 
sleek are its immense herds ! I speak not here of the inunediate 
neighbourhood of the town, but of the conntiy generally. 

When we arrived in the province, it had t>een located several 
years ; yet how much more wild and new it seemed then than 
now j Wood np to the veiy town of Melbonme was abundant, 
both livingand dead ; the latter has now disappeared for miles i 
and m<»t of the former have a singular look, having been by the 
natives shorn of tbeir honoured heads, for hire of bread, &c. for 
the new-comers ; and are now covered ag^n with green hu^hy 
crowns. The Wd has been thus cleared of slovenly dead boles 
andhoDgha, andis pleasanter-looking ; pleasant enough in winter 
when the countiy is better watered, and is more park-like, smooth 
and green. 

PORT PHILLIP. 

The emigrant, on his arrival in Hobson'a Bay, where the ships 
anchor, sees right on before him the northern beach, with its 
two hotels — the Pier — and the Marine hotel, &c. On his left 
hand William's-town, a small town yet : and on the right, only 
far lower down, Brighton ; its neat and elegant residences on a 
natural terrace, one of the most delightful situations, if we 
except St. KUda that is to be, for country villas, in the whole 
conntry. St. Kilda is indeed a remarkably green and beautiful 
knoll, covered pleasantly with sbeKiaks. A most conspicaons 
sitnatioD it is, and to persons who have been long at sea, a very 
agreeable object, where the ocean-weary eyes love to fix and 
repose themselves. Yes, that is the only green spot in the land- 
scape 1 all the country besides is a dingy olive'brown, it has a 
kind of faded ancientness about it. Stronger, look intently 
along the white sandy^ beach, past the hotels, pa«t the red heaa- 
lands, on down to Brighton. Tliat is a most delightful range of 
coast, which, if you are at all like me, you will return to again and 
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r'n for a day's stroll. Often have I paced that alone, not for 
observation of its eveiy-day taghta and somids, although 
" There <B sodely where none intrude, 
Bj the deep Ks, aod munc in id ntai ;" 

but to see that pleaeantest of all sights, a ship holding on stea- 
dily DP the bay. These are like angel visits yet. If it is an 
English vessel, yon see it in imagination set sail from the Downs, 
and here she is resting like tbe eagle after a long flight, anchored 
tranquilly, brooding over her own shadow. She brings yon 
letters : and the present is, and the past, swallowed np in one 
all-absorbing unconscionsness : time and space, sea and land, are 
in that mood of mind annihilated, and for aught yon know to the 
contrary, joa are in England ! 

Two miles it is from the anchorage to the beach ; where stood, 
when we lirBt landed, one poor hut : and now, besides two 
hotels, there are two wooden piers stretching out into the deeper 
waters of the bay. Thence it is two miles to the Yarra, if you 
choose to go by land : and by water, the circnitons course of the 
river is nine, if not ten miles, to the Basin, where brigs, and 
other small vessels, can be admitted comfortably. When yon 
look at this ample and convenient sheet of water, yon perceive 
that Nature, or the Genius of Australia Felix, intended Mel- 
bourne to be just where it is. Or you may fancy that it has been 
scooped out for the purpose to which it is applied, a very natn~ 
ral error. On our first setting foot there, it was in the mnd ; 
now, there is a noble wharf: and this, and the new custem-honse, 
are great improyements. Still the neighbourhood is like a bog 
in the wet season, and now the town has overgrown its first 
infancy, ought not to be so ; only let 

" Bright improremont, on the cu of Time," 
effect a glorious revolution in the favour of Port Phillip, its sepa- 
ration from Sydney, and it will rise up out of other " Sloughs of 
Despond" besides this. 

MELBOURNE. 

Looking on the metropolitan city fi-om either of ite goodly 
eminences, the eastern or western hill, we can hardly persuade 
ourselves that a few years ago it was only — the grouni on which 
it stands — traversed by dusky paint-smeared savages, and a few 
kangaroos ; for now, running parallel with the river Yana, it is 
a mile in length and half a one in breadth ; a lusty, statehr. 
bantling of a city it is ; vigorous in its growth, of a cheernu 
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»npect, and gracefal in its proportions. Fronting the river is 
Fliaders' Street, displaying muij noble bonses, with English- 
grassed lawns, ona of them crowned with a graceful dome. Of 
theae streeta, runaiag east and west, the principal is Collins 
Street, containing the most respectable asBemblase of shops ; 
in it are the banica, most of the places of warship, and it is 
indeed the great and well-known thoronghfare. Many other 
streets there are as large, all of convenient width, none so 
thronged and respectable. Queen Street, and Elizabeth Street, 
are tbe next in importance, ronning sontn and north. Bourke 
Street is the most frequented of any on the arrival of English and 
Scotch ships, for in it, at the comer of Elizabeth Street, is a cod- 
venirat and good building — the Post-office ; now respectable, for 
now it has a respectable post-master. The Mechanics' Institute in 
Collins Street is very well as a building — not so the debt upon 
it, 1600^. It has a library, very small ; and its secretair, an 
intelligent man, and as an artist well-known, reflects credit on 
the establishment. It would reflect as great credit an the Colonial 
Government if it would liquidate the debt ; especially as it is 
the only Town Hall ; therein being held the meeting of the 
Town Council. 

Of the buildings next in importance are the Conrt House, the 
Jail, the Custom House : and pre-eminently, will be the best 
building in Melbourne — a new Bank in CoUina Street, of brown 
stone, and, with its Orecian architecture, graceful exceedingly. 

The Market-place is large enough for an infant city, and so 
are the market dues. Since Melhonme has been incorporated, 
the streets have improved considerably, good order has increased 
and been enforced, and so have the town rates. 

A change has abo taken place in the magistracy much for the 
better ; and in olber respects also. 

After all, the best and most encouraging abject in Melhonme, 
and in Australia Felix, is not its Court House nor yet its capa- 
cious Prison, but its large handsome Bank in Collins Street ; for 
it is a bold announcement that the country will progress, and 
become prosperous and wealthy. 

Tbe objects which in the town Urst attract the stranger's 
notice are the flags— not flag-stones — though of these there are 
some, but more dirt ; flags flying aboat auction-rooms r and the 
everlasting jingle of auction bells. Some dozen of such rooms 
Uiere are : there is a constant gleam of crimson flags, and dis- 
tressing is the clang of bells. These auctions serve instead of 
English pawn-brokers' shops. Here are disposed of «diatever 
almost in the shape of mercWidiEe can be mentioned, paid for by 
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iosolTent-merchont schedolea : and therefore, u they cost little, 
are aotd amazingly cheap. 

Next to the beU-noiBe-makera, what atrikes as as qaite colonial 
is the immense numbers of drays, many loaded with wood drawn 
by foar, sis, and eight bullocks : few diays, drawn by horses in 
proportion. There is not so much variety in the shops as in old 
countries, necessity having, whilst there were few, compelled the 
ahopkeepeiB to deal in almost everything. Thns " Grenn^ 
Stores " are common. Anotherpeculiarity: you see many people 
not to be mistaken ; hard-face grim-visaged dry-coontenanced 
workmen — and women too — whom at a. glance you recognise to 
have been convicts. Even amongst the richer folk there ue 
some, not disguised by dress or wealth. The dresses of the 
people are peculiar too ; light colaars, and of lighter texture. 
The houses are roofed with wooden shingles — not inel^ant 
covering — and the heads of the human creatures with straw. 

Walking along Collins Street, you see of shops kept by Jews 
very many, — Levi's, Lazarus's, Nathan's, Soloman's, Simeon's, 
and Benjamin's. There is no lack of liverpool, Manchester and 
London Marts — grand ^ops (one of them the smartest in Mel- 
bourne,) all kept by these people. 

Other pecuharities there are, qaite AnstraliaD. On our finrt 
arrival we frequently met walking about on the Eastern Hill — 
tame of course — two emus. Parrots, the gorgeous native parrots, 
abound in cages ; cockatoos also, but generally at liber^. On 
lawns and grass-plots, hop about or bask in the sun lame kanga- 
roos. At one of the inns a pelican stalks in and out very 
leisurely. Nor is it anything extraordinary to see tame opos- 
sums and other animals of the country, tame exceedingly. 

Bnt of all objects the wild, grotesque, painted, feather-oma- 
mented, tea-tree-besom carrying natives, with their singular 
costumes, war-implements, and their wild gestures, grouped and 
scattered over the town, and with the shaggy accompaniment of 
doin, give its most original feature to Melooame. 

The most delightful dicnmstance regardir^g Melbourne is its 
present position, standing as it does open on every side : your 
ingress and egress uDobstrooted by any kind of fences. Yon 
have not to enter it by roads, as you do towns in old countries. 
All the country so smooth, tree-studded, and park-like : with a 
deal of its old prinueval freedom and gracefulness abont it. 
Much of this land will be sold, some time enclosed, and built 
apon : but surely Melbourne will not be suffered to become a 
large overgrown town, in a hot country, without ample proviaion 
of spaciooa parks and sqnares, being made for its ornament, and 
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COLLINGWOOD, OH NEW-TOWN, 
U but half a mile tiom the citj, about the size that Melbourne 
was four years ago. On higher gronnd, it iB> with ita many good 
and more poor buildings, a cleaner and healthier place than 
Melbourne. 

RICHMOND : 

Whether called after tke Richmond 1 know not, is a quarter of a 
mile, or rather more, perhaps twenty minutea' walk, from the 
Elaatem Hill on past the Oovenunent domain. It is pleasantlj' 
8itnat«d on a mount, and the agreeablenegs of the locality wonld 
be moch angm«ited hod it the Thames, or a river like it, earr- 
ing about it. Its houses are those of the richer town's-people — 
■Qbarban retirements. It is a bree^, eleguit, and increasing 
place. The Cottage-of-Qentility of the 8ab-eovemor, Mr. La 
Trobe, is Swiaa-looking — a very taateful abode — and I do not 
donbt, a very happy one, for the spirit of the man may be mp- 
posed U) be the presiding atmosphere of the place, and he is a 
scholar and a gentleman. This resideuce, of course, stands soli- 
tarily in the Oovenunent gronnd : with the Yarra rather dis- 
tantly in front. 

BCRIAL-QROUNDS. 
Twenty minutes' walk from Melboume are the burial-grounds 
— nnion iu division — of all religions denominations, Iney are 
not fm bora the Telegraph-station, on a commanding eminence, 
irttence you may see the Snowy Mountains eastward — Mount 
Macedon, north — west. Mount Cotterel — and south-west. Station 
Peak : but yoni eyes rest, and your thoughts too, on the Bay of 
Port Phillip np, over whose bine waters most of the many who 
lie at yonr fset have oome in hope. From the weoiy sea voyage 
— and the roiuh voyage of life, more than eight hundred persons 
are here quiet^ havened. Peace to them 1 Thosgh the spot is 
neat, orderly, and contains some gracefnl monamenta, I never 
visited it without the most melancholy feelings. I felt as thongh 
the greater portion of the sleepers were wrecked mariners on 
desert shores. When we think of it, the place is peculiariy a 
solemn one — more so than chnrchyaids generally. They are 
foreign naves, For those few hundred silent inmates, thonsands 
in Britam, thinking of the long hoped-for, but nerer-retumin^, 
have wept. Yes, and in the cwony too. And here are beauti- 
ful monuments, that have been sent for io England— most toDch- 
hig records of the porest affections and regrets. 
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A COLONIAL GOVERNMENT LAND SALE. 

Ab the land sale of April was a disappomttnent to one monied 
men who were shipmates, the sale of tlie lOth of Juns following 
was looked forward to with eagerness and hope. Other peiaons 
of property there were in the cotooy, other emigraata who had 
been long anxious to locate themselves before our arrival ; and 
they too, with keen land-appetites — whetted evermore by delay, 
by interested specnlafora, and newspaper reports — were idl 
anxiety for the government land sale of the 10th of June. 

L«ig before the arrival of the happy day, that blissful and 
ever-memoraihle lOlh of June, strangers were dropping in from 
afar as to some great festivaL Ships from Sydney, Hobart Town, 
Launceston, had their cabins crowded by rich people, all eager 
for a slice of that famous and fortune-making region Auatralia 
Felis. The Land-office was daily and hourly besieged by 
impatient inquirers as to the whereabouts of the mnltifariODB 
allotments which were to lap in Elysinm the land-buyers of the 
10th of June. At the inns, too, were signs of the times, lond 
was the noise, and restless the fret of prepaTation. Oo where- 
ever you would, tar and near, in the bush were lively gronpa on 
foot, on horseback, and in carriages ; there were dancing of 
plumes, veils and parasols startling the wild creatures, and 
filling vrith glimpses of refinement the rude wilderness. Many 
in imagination were taking possession of future locations. 
Ladies in pleasant companies were chatting on prostrate gum- 
trees, eating sandwiches and drinking champagne, whilst their 
grave and silent lords were considering how much the chosen 
allotments would fetch, or they would like to give for them ; 
for those very delightful land-porti<ais where they were then 
enjoyiiig themselves, on the slowly, very slowly approaching 
lOtb of June. The day did at length arrive ! A day remark- 
able in Melbourne for its joyous holiday feeling, and for its 
Bpriukltugs of blithe company. There, at Ihe auction-room, 
were assembled, the government auctioneer Mr. Broadie, Captain 
Lonsdale the treasurer, ever ready with the ever-hungry state- 
purse ; and all the bank- managers of oil the banks were in attend- 
ance, to afford eveiy facility to the colonists in being disbur- 
thened of their money, 

Immense was the crowd of people ; a goodly and respectable 
assemblage. There were generally nods and smiles of recog- 
nition betwixt old friends and neighbours, fbrmerl; located in 
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each other'sTicinage, but thence scattered bythe lestlest colonial 
spirit to the four 'winds of heaveD, Here tbey met again, ham 
the vineyards and orange-groves of Parramatta ; from the banks 
of the Hnutera' River, the Ooulbonni, and the Marrambidgee. 
There were the Walkera, the Ebdens, the Munays, the Mantons, 
— Anstraliana and Tasmanians, of wealth and renown. There 
were also 

" Captaiiu, ind colonels, and luughU in umi." 

Settler greeted settler, from the banks of Jordan, from Jericho, 
Bagdad, and Jerusalem *. Others there were from the Derwent 
and the Tomar, from the Lalie River and the £sk. All cheerfiil- 
looking ; yea, happy people were they all. They knew nothing 
of what had been done in the English privy council : they were 
in blissfnl ignorance that Lord John Russell had decreed, sanc- 
tioned by her Majesty, that those very allotments, for which 
they were giving twenty-two, thirty-two, and forty-two ponnds 
per acre, were only worth one pound per acre. The ship con- 
taining the instmctiona was blown stefidily on at sea, day after 
day, but months and months must elapse before it could arrive 
to enlighten the ignorant, and to dash the hopes and expectations 
of the to-day happy. All was excitement and eagerness ; vigor- 
ous was the competition, full of energy was the auctioneer, loud 
was the chink of money, and the thoaghts of good fortune seemed 
to brighten up every countenance. It was par exeellentx the 
Australian government land-sale of June the 10th, 1640. 

Many a bustling person, with pencil and paper in hand, were 
noting down the results of the Kile, to hefeU afieneards. Some 
had mapped on strips of paper, rudely and at random, locations 
marked with the sectional number, &c., and especially ennobled 
with some peculiar remarkable quality : — " Soil, a nch alluvial 
deposit" — "fine bed of freestone"-— " good water-frontage;" 
and some might have marked npon them "silver" or"^old 
mine ;" only the selfish Goveniment had reserved all the precious 
metals to itself. No matter, better times are approaching ; for 
in that very ship at sea, in those famous Instructions, it is 
decreed that all mines of gold and silver, all wealth of rich gems, 
shall belong to the purchaser of the soil. Wealth and happiness 
no doubt, good Port Phillipions 1 are to be your portion in the 
rich freight of that ship. Yes 1 with the arrival of that ship 
the Government did give away its silver and its gold mines ! 

Now are not the Austral Feliciana a generation determined to 

' Reil pUceB in Tui Diemen'a Idud. 
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be poor, a stapid and perveree people 1 They bongbt np land 
e^rly at enormous prices, when Mte Oovenunent Bold Ihe miface 
oidy of the soil : now when all beneath is to be their own, and 
that, tiM, for one paond per acre, they take the alarm and will 
have none of it ! Not an acre will they purchase, though there ia 
the poasibility of the earth being full of gold and Eolver, of topai, 
amethyst, and ruby, sapphire, carbnncle, and onyx-stone, " illn- 
mination of all gems. Bo thoroughly have they been enriched 
by Got emment paternity and benediction, that were the Govom- 
inent aactiooeer to offer them sovereigns at a penny a piece, 
nay, were it our moat gracious Sovereign herself, they would look 
very narrowly into the nature of the bargain before they closed 



the Government try ! 

But, " to turn, uid to letum" to oui never-to-be-forgotten day 
of June 10th. 

There bad been high-uoon, golden snimhine, hat sober evening 
was at band ; and a sadness came over most faces. AH morning 
pleasures weary towards noon. Some were soberly happy in 
their new purchases ; some were doobtfol whether they had 
done good or hann ; and others were vexed and morUfied becanae 
they had done nothing. 

'' Good times, and bad times, and all times get over : " and so 
passed away the bankmpt'niaking, happy-seeming day of June 
10th : and from the pockets of the people passed — so staled the 
newspapere — into fie Crown money-bag, one hundred thousand 
ponndsl 

Other land there is in the colony, as good, and other IDths of 
June there will be, but it is not at ^1 questionable whetiiei 
even such ajiother 10th of June can occur again ! 



WALK TOWARDS THE AUSTRALIAN ALPa 
These miountaina were about fifty miles from our residence ; 
and to see them more nearly, if not to climb them, had long 
been a wish of ouia. Moreover, residing on the banks of the 
Yarra, we natnrallv felt anxious to know something of its up- 
ward course, and the nature of the region whence it came. 

On the 25th of October, 1643, we set off. My companion 
was J. C, B member of the society of Friends. The Alps were 
in prospect from the first — the lofty and fiij-seen sterile ranges 
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ki which is fonad the lyre-bird, or Aartralian pheasant. We 
thought it possible that we might see that splendid-tailed 
ereatiire in its natlTe haunts ; might also, perh^s, kill it, and 
enrich oanelves with a t^l or two as mementoes of the caontry. 
StiU it was rather improbable that we should at aU be able to 
Teach those dim blue distant monntaiua, having but little time. 

We took each of us a blanket, and, as near as we could calcu- 
late, four daja' prorisione. We weiie thus prepared to be inde- 
pendent for a few dajs, it not being onr intention to trespass, 
say more than was absolutely necessary, on the kindness and 
hospitaJity of the settlers in that direction. It was also possible 
that in a thinly-inhabited and monntainons region we might not 
find their locations, whereas our appetites were sure to find ds. 
No people can be more hospitable than the pastoral Australians j 
yet as strangers we felt rather diffident of claiming either food 
or shelter, knowing very well how many, idly and knavishly, 
roam about the land, from location to location, committiDg 
freqnently robbery, and sometimes murder. We knew that we 
were honest, decent kind of people, bnt how were others to 
know it 1 Now, for instance, we walked up one morning to 
Mr. Thompson's home sheep station, thirty-fonr nulea from 
Melbonrae. We knocked at the cottage-door ; called londly ; 
looked in, not at the window, hat at the vacant space its substi- 
tnte ; all was yacnity and silence. We paced on by another 
cottage, with its small garden and its plot of vegetables ; this 
was deserted also. However, about two hundred yards from 
ns, partly seen amongst clumps of trees, was the hutkeeper, 
attended by his dogs, bnsy hnrdle- shifting. Here were the sheep- 
cotes. The large dog was savagely loud as we approached. The 
batkeeper was alone, and we were armed with a donble-barrelled 
gun. He was a Highlander, a man of odd accent, bnt of plain 
good sense ; and gave us what directions we needed. BetomJDg 
as we did in the night to this same location, when the flocks 
were penned, the heavens starlight, ^intly lit by a new moon, 
and sdll, — the earth still also,— the hutkeeper in his sleeping-cot 
by the folds — coming back a day or two earher than he, or the 
wepherds whom we had seen afterwards, could expect, — coming 
thus there again, like thieves in the night, no wonder that when 
we called out to them, none replied to our calls. Load was the 
bleating of sheep and lambs— incessant the barking of dogs, 
which we had disturbed. Yet still, as the new moon and tile 
stars above ns, was the hutkeepw, and as undisturbed hv the 
outward hubbub ; still were the two young Scotch she^erds 
indoors, reading ibt works of their great national poet, Bums, 
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Thev were sure to suspect ns of some sinister design. At length 
tite nutkeeper responded, and came walking to ns ghost-like in 
his shirt. On learning who we were, he said he did not expect 
Qs back ao soon. We were it seems quicker in oar movements' 
than he or we had calculated, having been where he directed us, 
and were the same day back again. He had described our track 
as eatalj bewildering people, even such as are better acquainted 
with it than ns ; yet we had fonnd our way and were here again, 
most nneipectedly, disturbing simple, quiet pastoral people, 
giving the dogs and sheep a deal of uneasiness — none of them, 
men, dogs 01 sheep, knowing what we would be at. The scene 
and the soands^the honest bark of dogs, the bleat of the sheep 
— all pastortd sounds — the sheep-cot«a and the trees seen mistily 
in the still moonlight, with alt the clear and bright consteUations 
above, delighted me. Soon the bntkeeper dressed liimself and 
led US to the hnt. The dogs became sociable as soon as the men 
were so, and were still. By degrees, also, the bleat of the sheep 
died away to the profonndest quiet : there were 1400 of these, 
besides lambs, in two pens. 

We "stei^ed ben at the good people's invitatioii ; heard 
apologies many and reasonable ; saw a bright fire, and a nicely 
browned, delicioualy roasted leg of mutton, of which we partook, 
although we had taken t«a with the river Yarra, at its especial 
invitation, fonr miles off; and we also got some tea with them, 
and damper. 

We tfJked a little, for the Scotch are not all at once talkative 
and familiar. Of course Bams was onr subject ; both the Man 
and the Book. Their edition was Chambers's reprint of Cnrrie's. 
We were here made to feel what a blessing is literature. How 
divine, how beyond all price, seemed in the wilderness the 
poetical spirit 1 Bums starved ; yet his poeUy is the bread of 
life to the mentally hungry, to the spirit-spent, deaert-wearied, 
of the earth's remotest regions. To qb that mutton, tea, and 
damper, and a roof over our heads at night, were good ; but the 
talk aboat Bums, both the Man and his Book, soon left behind 
mere animal austeoance and enjoyment. We ascended from the 
roots and the stem, unto the leaves, the bloasoms, and the fruit ; 
from the earthly li the etherial. They can do nothing tor the 
Poet,no more than man can do for God; yet how much has Bams 
done for them ! The shepherd's life is dull and monotonous ; 
yet Bums and the Bible, tor I saw it also on the shelf, Jill the 
Anstralian shepherd's soul with love, and joy, and thankfnlness ; 
with reverence for God and with admiration for Man— for what 
there is in him, like the divinity, that thrills, vivifies, and elevates. 
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The natives, we were told, had the daj before made thelr 
Qie hills opposite, and were perhaps thia veiy nifht 



Iring bj large fiiea, or aitdug in dosky ^onps, the men abni 
Iheir wives for the scanty supply of bandicoot or opoBBnm, wbico 
they wonld eat up Dearly raw. The Bible and Bums have done 



g for thena : and if they could really feel and know the 
difference there is betwixt the one state and the other, they 
woald decide most wisely to drown themeelves in the Yaira.' 
So vast and wide is the d^erence betwixt, Man the mere beast, 
and Man the cultivated, the Ood-like ! 

The day, from its ust dawn, had been to ne one feast of 
enjoyment. The valley into which we had descended, and the 
whole plain, monntain-eDcircled, reminded me of Dr. Johnson's 
Abyssinian Valley of Happiness. The hills, however, were not 
so steep as to be nnasceadable, though " labour hard it was and 
weary woe." It was a kind of Swua Arcadv, of moantainens 
and smooth champagne country ; of shepherds and their Socks. 
Sheep-cotes there were large, square, and neatly made ; also 
comfortable cottages : the sheep from the newly opened folds, 
scattering whitely over the plains : the mists climbing the hills 
in pillars of clond : the morning slillness and sunshine : all, both 
to eye and ear, were very tranquiUising — vety delightfiil. 

Here we saw the Native Companion, a large bird of the crane 
genns : first one and then another we saw, until we counted six 
of them ; all of them were too wary to suffer as to get within 
gnn-shot of them : these birds were five feet high, colour of the 
body grey, the wings darker, blue or black. 

But to begin, after this digression, with the beginning : — 
We paced on &om our Yarra-cottage towards the river Plenty 
through the wild bush, noting particnlarly how well, to odt right, 
on the river's slopes and fiats the land was cultivated, and exten- 
sively too ; covered with emerald-green crops of com, contrasting 
admirably with the dingy colour of the wild interminable wood- 
lands. In two hours we reached the Plenty, a delightful though 
small tributary of the Yarra ; clothed far and near with the fresh 
beauty of cultivated growths. Over the Plenty is a bridge that a 
pdnter would not overlook ; nor yet the one at the Diamond- 
Creek : both being picturesquely formed of trees laid across, 
covered vrith poles athwart again, and lastly overlaid with large 
sheets of stringy bark. Overlooking the Plenty Mr. Tumbnli had 
a substantial good-looking oountiy-house ; on the opposite side is 
Mr. Hall's pretty cottage and garden ; yet with the exception of 
the meadow-land, and of that there is little, this part of the 
country is miserably poor. I proposed to my companion that we 
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should take a Bmoll portion of the w>il, or rather earth-sDrface 
and tronBiiiit it to Lord St^ey by way of encourageineBt, if he 
gtm thinks it poagibls that by taxing their sheep he can compel 
the sqnatters to purchase such land at one ponnd per acre. 

We walked on an hour oi two, nor met with anything worth 
notice until we bad passed the Diamond-Creek, and saw Mr. 
Donaldson's 640 acre estate. This ia the only load yet sold ao far 
eastward, but we should think it too far from Melbonrne, a market 
already too well supplied. As land it is excellent ; the soil in 
b^k, very rich, and the crops upon it look most Inxnriant: atlQ 
it is miles from water, from the Creek or the Yoira. No water 
near, and a poor and distant market, are great drawbacks. Here 
a fine kangaroo-dog was pointed ont to ns, so fond of tangaroeing 
that it eoea oat alone, kills the ganie,'ana then fetches its master 
to the dead animals. 

A little way farther, at what are called the Shepherds' Oardens, 
there is a fine and eitennve prospect of the Yarra valley, and 
the wooded country ; here we saw another instance of animal 
sagacity : a yonng Iamb had lost itself, having gone a little way 
ont of sight of the fiock. To drive it back tiie shepherd said 
was impossible, it would be silly enough to nm every way bat 
the right one. The only plan was to set his dog to catch it ; 
this the well-edacated creature did immediately, taking hold of 
its neck with the most evident gentleness. The shepherd then 
took it from the dog's month, oDd showed ns how nicely it had 
been detained withoat injury ; tMs pastoral incident charmed ns. 
Hence from Mr. Townsena's sheep station we steered across 
monut^n and gten, from creek to creek, by the compass and the 
snn, there being in onr track no trace of haman demzenship, no 
sheep or cattle station for ten miles. 

We found it hot and thirsty workj to say nothing of its weari- 
■omenesa and sameness, climbing hill after hUl, the hdd beating 
hotly upon ns, where not one breath of air conld penetrate ; up 
hiU and down went we everlastingly, to descend as wearisome 
as to cUmb ; no creek or lagoon that we fonnd but was laid 
under contribntion ; all did not cool as ; costs and waistcoats, 
and neckcloths, were stripped off one after one ; we lost consider- 
ably thiongh perspiration, and had a more grievous loss — that of 
the compass, My friend John grew very hot bodily, rather 
warm also in temper. He ^w rather sniqipish and impatient : 
1 reminded him of the patience and equable temperament of 
miakeriam ; but the loss of the compass did not add moch to my 
^acidity. 

The steeps had insensibly turned ns, in trying to ascend ^lem 
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in the most acoe&aible pliicee, &om oar direct course. We decided 
that we were lost ; and onr only way in tlie wilderness of the neTer- 
ending hills, woidd be to make sonth-eaat b; the bod, having gone 
rather too fai north from the Yaira. 

We did BO, and after an honr's laborions aaceoding and 
deuending we came to a cattle-track miming parallel with the 
liver, althongh the Yarra was yet unseen. 

Hence we descended a ravine full of deep undergrowth, kan- 
garoo-giase, brambles and fern ; croeaed and recrossed with kan> 
garoo-tracks, althoagh we had only seen one of these animals, a 
wallaby, not much larger than a hare. 

Dead trees bridged the ravine eveiy few yards ; then the net- 
work of brambles made our progress difficult and slow. Down v/e 
went, getting over the trees, tearing through the net--work ; but 
lo, there was pleasure in store for us ! there they stood, grovring 
in all their luxuriant and stately beauty — Pern Trees ; I had 
s«en them grow more largely in Van Diemen's Land, not more 
heautifally certainly than nere ; my companion saw them with 
pleasure for the first time. 

Now also there was a low rushing n^h, as of a wind in the 
trees — louder and louder grew the rash and the roar as we 
descended — the wood-wide pervading sound of a stately march of 
waters, caused bv rapids in the Yarra. How picturesque was 
the spot to which we had descended ! The river flashed and 
foamed along like a Derbyshire torrent. It might have been a 
portion of the Efove or Derwent ; whilst the level rocky heights 
on the one side reminded me of the scenetr at MaUock. In 
this agreeable and romantic spot we kindled a fire and made 
ourselves tea. 



After our refreshment of bod^ and mind, John declared that, 
lazy character in Sam Sliet, "he felt much encouraged;" 
;e Uiat we repeated to onrselves on many pleasant occa- 



sions afterwards. 

On again aacending the hills, on the stringy-bark heights, 
there broke upon ns snddenly, through an opening in the woods, 
a most delicious prospect. No longer hills interminably, but a 
rich open plain, man^ miles in length, and several in breadth ; 
the river Yarra flowmg lengthways tjirongh it, and dividing it 
nearly into equal parts. We were delighted. 

We paced for three hoars along the stringy-bark heights, 
going not less than ten miles ; seeing evermore l>e1ow us on the 
right, our land of Ooshen, of dieep and cattle. We saw^ indeed, 
eattle beyond the river, and a long line of road, leading from 
station to station. 
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When we asceaded fnau the valley of Fem-trees to the Bom- 
mit of the ranges, the ereDing shadowg were lengtlieiuiig along 
the faiU-taps, and on the Bides of the alopea. AD the west was 
Tubj and saffron, floBbing the air with a mellow light, brighten- 
ing the earth abont and before aa, although our backs were 
turned apon the temporaiy splendour, fleetly fading away. The 
bases of the hills westward lay steeped in molten gold, and 
before oa ran on, betwixt tree and tree, lines of the rich sunset 
light, suggesting the idea of angel viaitanta ; for, when not looked 
upon stedfastly, such they appeared. 

Here, in the dusk, we kindled our watch-fire on one of the 
highest hills, overlooking the, to us, new and beautiful plain. 
Thus, with aui blazing fire before us, the crescent moon and 
twinkling stars above ns, folded in our blankets, with our pro- 
vision bags for pillows, we lay down for the night. The groond 
was dry, the ait pleasantly warm, the night beaatifal. 

Pleasant are the Bounds which have a bold relief in the twi- 
light stillness, ceasing at intervals, till all is hushed. 

Calm was tiie moon, and sweet the influence of the multitu- 
dinous stars. 

Welcome was the bark of a house-dog, marking out to us in 
the half darkness the whereabout of a human habitation. Day 
sounds died away, and of night voices few succeeded. The owl 
with its dual cuckoo notes, was heard at intervals, but the howl- 
ing of no wild beasts. 

Into what strange errors do poets fall— our very grtatest ! 
Campbell disturbed the American lakes with the prowling of 
tigers— 

" On Eiit'i banlu, when tigen ■l«J dong." 

And again, in Australia — 



Tigers there are none in North America ; and panthers, if 
there are any in Australia, have yet to be discovered. Sonthej, 
agun, in his Botany Bay Eclogues — 

" That deep CTy 

thxt rings mlang the foreat, teemt to aoand - 
Hf. puting kneU : it ia the midn^t howl 
Of hnngry moDMera, prowling for thdr pnty." 

The worst wild beasts in Australia are, m^, the monster ; that 
fine exotic the convict ; and the native. 
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It is not well to aefer fiie-nuking until it is dtuk, as we did. 
There ia wood to be collected, nnd^ which m&j lie snakes, and 
a bite is death. Blaek ants there were, if □□ snakes ; as I found 
to toy cost, being stang b; one of them ; and I felt the tingling 



could not petsoade roe ont of the torment. 

On occasionti like these, a kind of Arab feeling vimts ne, of 
(he nnpoeticat nature of in-door lift. And we eay with Milton, 
looking npon the glowing snd glittering heavens, 

** For idioiD ahine tbese, vhenaleep hu >hut ill r^n?'' 

All the wild freedom, scenery, and imsgeiy of nomadic modes 
of life visit Hs, and employ the niuleeping mind. We almost 
tesolve to renounce onr onnatonil and blank in-dooi denizen' 
ship, for the open skies and the bare earth. And it ia only 
towards daybreak that we acknowledge the ralae, with a cold 
shiver, of a good artificial roof, sqnue walls, and a soft feather- 
bed. 

We talked, before addressing ourselves to sleep, of Jacob, the 
patriarchal diepherd of Palestine ; and how, like him, we 
'* lighted upon a certun place, and tatrisd there all night, the 
son being; set ;" and bow " he took of the stones of that place 
and put tn^n for his pillows." Bather hardiih pillows, those— 
and onis, too. StUl we had the same attendants we decided ; 
the world was still the same world, anperintcnded by the same 
Infelliaence ; for now, as then, — 



Then we slept, woke up, mended oqt fire, and sle^ again. 
the dim dawn, the langlung-jackass, and the m^ies with tt 
rich watblings, awoke as, to find ourselves chill, tJie fire lying in 



white ashes, the dew beaded on our blankets, and up we leapt. 
Soon the son flamed Uke a large diamond on the eastern roonn- 
tain-top, and, bow strange ! t^ whole plain was, as if there had 
arisen a flood in the night, like a sea ; the clumps of trees, which 
had studded it beautifully over-night, tb-owei their tops like 
islands through the mist. 

Led by the low of cattle, we descended into the vale of mist, 
leaving the snn, expecting to find a hut by the river at some 
cattle stations ; JDutthey proved.to be on the othei side of the 

Here we made a fire, and OUT breakfast ; saw a platypus in the 
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wst«r, and thence ascending' a fine natoral terrace, giacefal u 
tJie ate of some old caatle, nmninK parallel with the river, w« 
paced on ontil we were cheered bj the domestic Baand of a 
crowing cock. Sbeepfolda were eoon pleaatmtly in sight. Shep- 
herda' cott^es, and oiatantlj, ftocka of sheep grazing quietly. 

We found the family at breakfast — with mutton, fish, tea, sad 
damper, spread npon the table. They pressed db to join theffi, 
bnt we declined. 

Theuce we continued our walk eastward four jnilss ; crossed 
a creek at rather an awkward place, being in jeopardy of cold-. 
bathing from one miserable rotten-woodad bridge ; paced orer 
knoll and plain to Mr. Thompson's home-station before vma- 
tioned. Here we were uain in-vited to take some refreshment. 
Thence we went forward to the same gentleman's ont^tation, 
three miles. This is on a pretty little rapid stream, not nuno 
than ten yards wide, called, after one of Mr. Ryiie's serrants, 
who came upon it unexpectedly. Watts' River. This was the 
last aheep-etation eastward. Here we got with the hut-keeper 
some tea, matton, and damper. Crossing Watts' Kiver, where 
an old prostrate tree formed a bridge, we were npon a rich, deep- 
soiled alluvial flat, coveted thickly with brambles and wild mint. 
Here we were astonished by the vastness and stately beauty of 
the white gum-trees. Up they rose smoothly, like the white 
marble pillan of some temple-dome — it was a grand and beau- 
tiful taffit. In one of them was swung the enormous nest of an 
eagle or native companion. One of tliese trees had been cast 
down by some tempest. There lay the giant. We measured it 
as it lay. Eight feet it was in diameter, and thirtV'two yards to 
the fliat bracdies. We had found one before at Foley's, on the 
Diamond Creek, seventeen yards. That we thougbt monstrona ; 
but this waa past all imagination. 

After crossma Watts' River we sped on for three hours, espect- 

X' ascend a lofty mountain at ue base of which we appeared 
. On and on we sped, but in ~"" "' ' ' " ■ 
might walk himself weary, befori 
blue mist from a mountain in whose immediate presence he 
seemed to be. What puzzled ns the most, was, that when we 
had satisfied ourselves that we should ascend now right on to the 
sommit, we came to a wide inleiposing valley. .Agun there 
was a higher ascent, and another valley ; so delusive were in this 



« appearances. 

Our compass was lost early in the journey: and now that w« 
had outgone the last dwelling of civilisation, and the last herd of 
half-wild cattle, with but one day's provisiona remaining, I 
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aigbt miles direct, and the River Y&rta wiads aboat in 
ta^ce more than one hundred inOeB. We were told tlmt the 
rarveiriDg party on the other side, Bome time ago, did not ascend 
eo high op the river aa we. Having conversed with a person 
attained to that expedition, I learned from him that beyond 
Mr, Rjrie's they came to a beautiful waterfall, aa nearly &a they 
could calculate, about ninety-nix miles &om Melbourne. Nu 
aaeb fall, I was assured, existed in the Yarra as far as it had 
been traced by persons resident in the neighbourhood : and they 
expressed little doubt that my informant was mistalcen, he having, 
most likely, during the rush of heavy rains from the hills, taken 
aome water leaping from a ravine for a fall in the river itself. So 
it might be. I should think a fine waterfall up amongst these 
rugged hills no unnatural circumstance, and should like much to 
trsce up the river. 

Had 1 left Australia without visiting Watts' lUver and its 
marshy flats, I had been imperfectly acquainted with its most 
inveterate mosquito possibilities. Such douds of them as there 
pertinaciouslv enveloped us ! We kept one hand employed in 
Bf^ting and orushing them from our feces and hands, and were 
atnng after all dreadJtully. When out of the swamps they still 
followed us, and we were compelled to kindle a fire to smoke 
them away from us. No person who has carsed the stifling reek 
of a smoky bouse, but would have blessed on this occasion the 
■mok^ influence, thongh it only in part relieved ns from \he tor- 
menting pests. 

On our return, instead of sleeping under the bare heaven^ we, 
overcome by old habits, called at Thompson's home-station, and 
there spent the night. Sleeping oat in the open air on the pre- 
ceding night had been a more comfortable affiiir. All foot-travel- 
1ms in the bnsh should embrace it. After walking in the hot 
son, and wet with perspiration, at a good outnioor :^e we should 
have dried ourselves. Here in the hut, carried aWay bodily after 
Burns, we forgot auiselves, lay down, the fire having gone out 
through forgetfulaess, damp — to awake from our first sleep fum- 
ing away like a steam-engine ; then as the nieht wore thin, to feel 
cold OS death. Commend me to the open air, one large beacon- 
fire, and canopy of stars. Continuing our homeward walk the 
following day, we hod no compass, no road, no sun to guide ns, 
it being overcast, and were at times not a little perplexed in the 
stringy-bark wilderness as to our whereabout. After many hours' 
unoMtain walking ; often turning our eyes sunward in vain ; 
B fancying that we had faced about in the forest, and 
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were gomg east instead of west ; ndnglmg thankfalnem wttli oitr 
iniBgi?ings, that we had thus early attempted at least to retnrn 
koine before our food was exhausted ; we came at length to s 
place where we canght a gleam of water, and soon after heattl 
the liTely march of Ha flow. Afar off want the meh and tlwt 
loar, and to it we descended. Maltita^none were the brrak»and 
rapida, and endlesa the succeaaion lA amall fallB, flaahing in 
foamy agitation. The river, to make' better speed, in iti impe^ 



here, haying refreshed onrselves, we determined, not knowing 
what part of the Yam it was, that we wonld no more qnit tha 
sight or neighbourhood of it for that day, or ontil the son pleased 
to become again our gaide. 

Thia decision was needless, for we soon after came npon a 
station, with its homestead and stockyard, with a cottage over-' 
looking a broad enlargement of the Yanra, at the junction of 
some, to as, nameless creek. It was the moat pictureaqne sgtA 
\ had met with in the conntiy ; and proved to be, on onr CTOSS' 
ii^ the creek and visiting it, the cattle-station of onr friend and 
shipmate, Mr. Hall. By two things 1 kUew it especially— st it 
^Oang Mr. Hall said that the noise of the river prevented him at 
firat from steeping ; then there was the veritable old goat that 
Mr. H. had on ahip-board. 

A wild scene it was of wood and water, rock and glen. Annnd 
was heard the low of cattle, and tha air was filled everAiore with 
the roar of the river. for snch a place of onr own, with a 
■mall bnt certain income of money, and booka, and constantly 
i friends. Onr earth, alaa for it < would then be i 
t seeming h 
mitants, woqM do something towuda obliterating from otkt 



comiiu; 
igerof 



danger of seeming heaven. Snch a situation, and aneh c 
mitants, woqM do something towuda obliterating fron . . 
feelings and fiuicy, the one fail and for-off land, ever " tiie ocean 
to the river of out thonghts." 

We had not, we condnded on readiing home, gone into the 
wildemeaa for nothing. Pleasures we had reaped and pidn. U 
was pMnfol, aa we drew near onr own locality, to see cottages 
left tenaatless ; to see alao fields and gardena, which had been 
but a year hefoi« well caltivated, deserted, or horses tnnied into 
them to graze, A sad state of things in a new land, Where 
man seems to be attended by a corse, although Natnie is tax 
from being niggardly. 

During thia jonmey we got a litUe insight into pastoral 
matters. We saw the shepherds take charge of the sheep for the 
day, and hot-ke^iers busy unrdle-diifting. These parsoni know 
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and keep to their own departments. The hvt-keeper is the head* 
man in the hut ; the ghepheidH in the field. With the day the 
attentioD and chie of the shepherd close. The hut-keeper kills 
the household meat, gathers and cuts Tood for the fires, mends 
tham, and does the cookery of the eHtahlishment. At night the 
shepheide transfer theii charge to the hat-keeper ; he sleeps out- 



door, W the folds in his ark-like cot, attended hy the do^; 
meanwhile the shepherds read or chat in-doors by the evening 
fire. The hut-keeper was Durhostiandwasliheral of tiifi hospitable 



attention s. 

At the stations they asked if we bad with os any newspapers. 
They seemed very anxious, thus shut out from the busy world, 
to learn how it was going oa. At one of these places was a 
" Scotsman " newspaper ; 1 examined the date, and found it 
fifteen months old. That was Iheii latest home intellkence. 

On one occasion we took out from our stores a bit of a news- 
paper that had been wrapped round something, and it was read 
most eagerly and impatiently. Had the monks of old time, who 
professed to renounce " the world, the flesh, and the devil," by 
entering abbeys and monasteries, retired to such onworldly 
■heep-stationa as these, they might have counted their beads and 
sheep together, and have been usefol to the world as well ai 
living religiously to God and to themselves. 

It is cnriouB to observe the same lavra and customs, vrith cer- 
tain modificati<HiB, existing in all ages and nations. I have been 
reminded that pastoral life and laws are now as they were in the 
earlier days of the earth's history. Australian shepherds have, 
in man^ instances, the sheep coonted ont to them, and are 
responsible for any loss or diminution of the number. I have 
heud of careless shepherds who have, at the termination of their 
servitude, been in debt, instead of receiving wages, through 
neglect or had management. Laban, the Syrian, we read in the 
beat of books, knew veiy well the number of his flock committed 
to Jacob's keeping, ana expected him to render np an exact 
account. Jacob Bays to Laban, " that which was torn of beasts 
I brought not unto thee ; 1 hare the loss of it ; of my hand didst 
then require it, whether stolen by day or stolen by nisht." 

David makes frequent mention of the lion and the bear aa the 
great troublers of nis pastoral quiet — creatures, however, for 
whom he was a match. A beast more destructive — if not of man, 
of his fiocks — is the native dog, than lions or bears, or even 
woWes, through savage wantonness, biting indiscriminately the 
unresisting flock. A wild dog will frequently kill twenty oi 
more sheep in » night. Thus, though ther« were no " hnngry 
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mooBters prowliiiK for thair prey" — no lions, tigM8, panthers, 
beus, or wolves, it requirss eraat ears aad wattAfalaess on the 
part of the Australian ^epherd, to guard hia woolly charge 
againat the horrible devastations of the wild dog. 



WALK TO WESTERN PORT AND CAPE SCHANCK. 

On the 291h of December I left home to visit Western Port, 
Arthur's Seat, and to eee what I could of other localities. My 
way wai through Helboome, over that evidence of the neglected 
condition of the province, the Varra Pnnt. Seven years have 
elapsed since the colontution of the ceaHtry, durise which 
penod seveml hnndred thousand pounds have Deen realised by 
tiie sale of its lands : near it is a handsome and popnlous town — 
yet over the Tana, a stream forty yards wide, and after as 
mach money has been paid to cross it as would nave built half 
a doien good bridges, there is no bridge. Here I have known 
a poor man with his fonr buUocka and dray, after coming seven 
miles ^after cutting and loading his wood overnight— after hawk- 
ing his load all day in Melbourne, and selling it for three ihil- 
lings — after paying at the Punt two shillings and fonrpence, retnn) 
home seven miles in the evening with eightpence in his pocket. 

Hence to St. Eilda is three miles— a delightful locality, in- 
tended to be a town of suburban sBa-beach villas. Land has 
been recently sold here, and enclosing and building are going 
on steadily. 

To Brighton is four other miles. This, a miecial survey, ia 
the property of Dendy and Were — both of ttem, like many 
et&ers, having paid too dear for their speculation. Two of the 
elements of this estate are wretched, tne soil and water. Tet 
there are mAoy good, and some elegant honses built upon it ; 
much improvement has been efiected against many discourage- 
ments ; digpiaying no little perseverance and industry. There 
are some tolerable crops of wheat, of a snn-buint golden-brown, 
the result of good hnibandiy and of sea- weed as a manure. This 
kmd of sandy soil has one great advantage ; it is warm and dry 
in winter, the season irfierein com must make rapid progress in 
Australia, that it may ripen before the blowing and blighting 
effect of the hot winds, and the kill- vegetation-drought. 

B<*h St. Kilda and Brighton have before them in full and fair 
prospect the open bine and capacious bay of Port Phillip, llieir 
ataatian in this respect is delightful ; the cool sear^ireeze 
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fanning them delicioaaljr in Che fierce Bammei heate ; aod they 
hare tuvsys at hand for pleasant aod healthful promenades the 
clean white hard sandy beach. 

The whole country is veiy sandy, thon^ not entirely sterile ; 
unpleasant enoagh walking tot pilgrim feet. 

From Brighton to Major Fraser's Squatting Station is eight 
or nine niiles (hrongh the sandy bush, thinly wooded with wild 
cherry, Banksia, she and forest oaks, and with three kinds of 
eucalyptus trees ; two of them exuding and dropping on the path- 
way abandantly white manna, about tne size sometimes of hazel- 
nuts, though generally no larger than peas, or than coriander 
seeds. Could a troop of Englisti schoolboys be turned loose 
under these trees, what rampant exultation, what scrambling, 
and what feasting there would be ! They would make, however- 
a bad exchange of England for Austialia, as it r^ftrds woodland 
wild boy luxuries. For instance, it is harvest-Ume, but there 
are no hazel-nuts, no beech-nats, no hedges overhung with 
blackberries and dewberries. 

Now I approached a blue opening of the hay, and on emeiving 
from tie denser to the thinner bush, a few miles before reaching 
Fraser's location, the roll of some kind of carriage was close 
behind me. It sooi) overtook and passed me, light as an American 
wagon ; was drawn by two horses full of holiday-looking people, 
who, I concluded, were, it being the festival week of Christmas, 
going to some kind of merry-muring at the " Travellers' Home," 
a ruml inn a little further on, kept by David Calderwell ; a place 
fortified vrithin with store of good wine, and witAout a bold 
demonstration of inward doings, with empty bottles, the house 
being almost buried in them, piles upon piles. 

Before reaching this place, however, and whilst I tmdged 
aloSg the rood cogitating on the infinence of good and evil 
planeta — on the lucky people who ride, and the world's poor 
way-weary foot-travellcTB, making odious comparisons to my 
own diapMBgement— suddenly I caught a glimpse before me, 
intended by Providence to correct some oblique notions just 
busy in me : the caniage, left standing in the road attended by 
one only young lady, the horses and the blithe company having 
disappeared as if caught away by some hippogriff. Carriages 
break, and necks too ; horses spoil their knees, or are lost, yet, 
uncaring, unencumb^ed, independent, and privileged fool- 
travellers are so unreasonable as to forget their " charters and 
exemptions ;" they are so insensible eometimes as to repine 
instead of being thankful. Here something had happened to 
Ifce pek of the Tebicle, and the travellers had been compeUedi 
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like mjn^, to depend on that natmal mode of pngnaaoa', 
—their feet. 

I soon overtook and walked by two ladies, one elderly, th« 
other yonng, mo«t likely mo^er and daogliter. I did not toni 
a glance upon them as I pasted ; nor should 1 know them wei« 
we to meet ; yet we had, as I learned afterwknb, both started 
on the same day to viiit the same localities, with a flimiiaf 
object. Thus had two persona nesiTed each other, and 
divei^ed again, without any inatiuetire feeling that there wera 
betwist OB any community of pomuit, or similarity of pnrpeaa. 
Only there was thia difference, they wra^ going to C^>6 Scluuck 
and Arthnr'a Seat solely ; in addition to these 1 was just going 
araoaa Western Port. 

On walking towarda the inn-yard, a person there looked at me 
•s tbon^ he was the veiy man destined to satisfy any in^uiiy I 
might wish to make — for probably he saw that I had an mqoir- 
ing look. I asked the nearest way to French Island, and whether 
he knew a person said to be there, and whom I wished to see. 
He said that there was no peraon upon French Island. Well, 
added I, their friends asaore ids that there are two persons thwe, 
audalllwishedtoknow wae — which woa the ueareetwaytothem, 
if he would kindly inform me. Whether my pving credence to 
my prior informants in preference to him, atnng the magisterial 
temper, I know not— for he was a magistrate ; bat he drew him- 
aelf np to his fall attitude, and awelling out to vast dimensioa^ 
exclaimed, "1 am the commissioner ! as mnch as to say that 
he knew eTerylhiug and ev^ybody — that he was cognisant at 
all operations in his vast jnrisdiction — he was "the comrai»- 
sioner," and that it was not poeaible to throri a spade into thai 
soil of the Crown lands, however distant, bttt that he felt the 
Tibration of it, or a bird of the air told to him the matter. T* 
remind him that he was only a conmiissioner, 1 —knowing Airey 
by sight, asked if he was Mr. Airey, He soswered with hu 
word, " Powlett." I had nerer met the commiesioner befor% 
and wishing to be more dril to him than he was to me, I bada 
him ^ood-day, and thanked him for his informatioB. He turoed 
on his heel witlioat ddgning ceply — thinking me, no doobt, tar » 
poor man, a most presomptnoaa and familiar fellow. 

He set me down for mmody, because my dress was not of vary 
new fuatiao, rough baah clothing, meant for hard wear and tew 
— not for diow : my boots strong as a ploughman's : mv hat id 
homely straw : at my back a carpet-h^, containing a bUi^fiet^ 
and SIX days' provisions : a stronghold of indepeadeitce as it 
regarded hoard and lodging : and Ihiust through it a tea-txea 
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WalidngaUffdutwoald have joyed, for its itootnets, the heart 
of an Iristuaan. 

The eommiBsioiier ia a veiy good-looking indiTidoal, wearing 
Eoilitaij hair mddilj on his upper lip. There wasagreateicon- 
tragt betwixt ne, in many respects, uwn any one regarding nil at 
that moment would have been aware of. In one circnmstanee 
we agreed — yet with a difference. We had, both of ns, decid- 
ed^ a good opinion of oniBelves. I, however, was the most 
«elf-compIacent. The commisaioneT must lay the burthen of his 
self-importAnce continually on somebody — ot he was ill at ease. 

Good reader, mark what follows — and note, how wide is the 
£fierence betwixt man and man. 

I had left the conntiy of numing water, and ita mnaic, &e 
tong of the bell-bird. 1 entered a cottage to fnmish myself with 
a bottle of the scaice element, to m^e inquiries abont my way, 
Ac., and there learnt that the persons whom I had passed on the 
road, ot rather who had, in the first instance, passed me, were 
Sir John Franklin, his lady, and their party. 

I had now, throngh tie simple and homely direction of the 
cottage folk, to tarn back to the bay, and there to wade throng 
a Bah-wri«r creek, more readily to be crossed there, as it deep- 
ened and spread wider inluid. This done, without further hin- 
drance, I paced steadily down the cool white hard-sanded beach : 
the waves pl^folly dashing up to my feet, and retreating again 
momentarily, for the space of t^i miles. It was a most deli^t- 
fnl pathway ; and 1 thus missed the dry loose sandy road which 
must be traversed by the corriage-pe^le. The sand which I 
paced over, having just been left by the ebb-tide, was level, hard, 
and cool, inlaid with a beaotifnl mosaic of many-colonred shellH, 
with abundant gleams of pearl and gold intoispersed amongst 

Five miles only before 1 saw a creek of fresh-water, was I to 
walk along the shore. Bat first, having now walked twenty-four 
miles since breakfast, I clomb the high sandy ridge numing 
parallel with the beach, and there, under a shady mangrove-tree, 
ntting me down, kindled a fire, and converting my bottle of 
water into tea, and with it, dunper and cold ham, ate solitarily 
my Australian dinner. 

I did not, however, find the creek of fresh water where I was 
told 1 should, for I expected it would empty itself into the Bay, 
which it did not do for ten miles. 

It was in due course of time, five or mi o'clock, and I nw 
" water, water everywhere, and not a drop to drink," — when, 
now, pleasant indication tA human neighboni^iood ! three 
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bnndles of mimosB Wk, stood np in a atook hy the shore. I 
toiled np the gaudy billocks, and looked round me to diacover 

tie bark-peelers, and their hut, and there saw two persons, one 
of them an old Mend of my brotber'a, Mr. Barker of Capa 
Schanck, the other, a much Btouter and more elderly gentleman, 
was Sir John Franklin, ei-Oovemor of Van Diemen's Land, the 
endurer of cold and hon^eT, of toila and privsitions as an ^x^tie 
discoverer, for the eniargement of oor geographical knowledge. 

I addressed myself to Mr, Barker, and soon leamt from tum 
vrhere to find fresh water. 



How strange ! Had my personal appearance improved, for 
neither of them knew me fyet Sir John talked to me familiarly, 
stranger with stranger. He had ridden on with Mr. B^ker, 



leaving the three ladies and the c 

their leisure. He inquired if 1 had seen them ; but I, having 

kept the shore, had not. 

Sir John had remarked me passing them in the momine, and 
now observed, " You have had a long walk." Nor did Mr, 
Barker and the ez-govemor disdain to drink ont of my amoke- 
glaised tin, in which 1 nsnally made my tea. 

The feeling of a bashful man — for Emch I am known to be — 
was, in Sir John's company, ease. This speaks volumes for 

I was there taught to feel how naturally true benignity of 
spirit, sincerity, and homeliness of character, impress themselves 
npon us. 1 went on my way rejoicing — I had been refreshed at 
the spring of true greatness. There were fountains in the de- 
sert — there no longer aeemed dryness in the human soul or in 
the country. Three weeks before, I had written for my own 
gratification the annexed poem, here reprinted from the " Mel- 
Donme Times," with its appended editorial note :— 



Yma kind li»Te honoured yon, Sir John I and yet will grace jou 
Will If armlj liail ;^eu once i^ain unto your native ahore ; 
From iboali and rocks of goTOraroent, a periloub way and dim. 
The helm obeying well your hand, returned with iMkle tiini, 
Where rage the biUows of all atrife, where angry factions roar, 
Where fur renown ia often wrecked, returning nerer more ; 
Then for the briek and tiivourii^ gales, the canra* ikir eipuid. 
And nu; " The Ibyah " bear you aafe onto your native liad. 
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A BriloD ia.ve 70a proved younelf, uid in to Btilona dcu. 
For joai IDtcgritj of miiid, mrm heart, and upect clear. 
DJBCOTorer adTenturoui ! intrepid, inse, and bold. 
In atarm and calm, through froun climei, 'midit dangen manifold. 
In icy tilence dread of mutei, and boiren liiunan >onl, 
Tliere man Ihe moniter jou have biared, and yet are finn uid wbole; 
Tben let ihe ingrate murmur, tlie vile and enrioui rail-^ 
Their voice ii drowned in hieuiiiga ivliich wbfl your homeward ttil \ 
Yam God, Sir John, hai blewed jon, in fortons not alone ; 
Not what in form is onlj veil, but inward]; yon own ; 
Your inward conscionmeBa of worth, howe'er miaondentood, 
Ooodncafl imbuing all your acta, tlie aource of others' good ; 
And moro thu) thia, he blessed you, in one avrpasaing prize. 
Your loadstone of discovery, your pole-slar woman's eyes : 
A spirit for all tronblei fit, your human lot to share, 
A dearest ^iend, a eonndllor, intelhgent and ^r. 
How bleated with love, bow linlied with names eoDobled for all ^mc; 
lliey who have dared and suffered in every age and clime ; 
Of knowledge brave eiploren, spread on the kindling page ; 
The watchwords and the beacons of each succeeding ag«. 
Colambua is an honoured name, and wiH for ever be — 
And Cook's, and yonrs. Mid others, less fortunate than he, — 
Tec each of you, in )aat degree, our warm ^iplause command ; — ' 
Ood prosper yon and speed joo safe back to your native Und ! 
[The above lines are the production of an author well known In (he 
periodical literature of Britain, both North and South; Blackwood's, 
Fraaer's, tbe Athenieum, &c, and we heartily coocur in the sentimenta 
they express. Whatever ettora may have appesred in Sir John Fiank- 
Hn*a administration of the government of Van Diemen's lAud, we, who 
had the pleasure of knowing him in early life, fully believe may be attri- 
buted to the fiank, unsn^ndons, confiding disposition of the British sailor ; 
and neither these, nor the calnmnioas misrepiesenlatiana of advene parties, 
can ever throw a shade upon the gloiiee of his profeauanal <weer in the 
mind and memocy of any true Briton, — Ed,] 

Here mj compuiioasliip with the bav, and its chmrfnl dao- 
eing wateiB, ended. Ascendiiig a, haatneiy eminence, I tuned 
mv back upon it and the weit together. The countiy through 
wnich I now leiBarelj walked for four nuleg, was covered deeply 
with heath, veiy different from Enropean heaths, with here and 
there bnahes of encalTptos. Then I entered occasional groYes of 
the tree-encal^tus, with here and there broad treeless heath- 
covered spaces — temples that seemed sacred to silence and secla- 
sion. In one of these grand amphitheatres, throng which one 
cart-trsck winds its solitarj way, two kangarooB came before me. 
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a la^ and a small one, and, atoppizig on each side of tha 
road, Beamed to await mj approacli. Then, aa I drew neai 
them, thejr set off with leiaoreiy jnmpe. 

Here, tarniog from a twre plot of higher land mj eyes to- 
wards the west, there dept roeily the wstere of the bay, in the 
ri^ sunset light : the son going down, all crimeon and gold, 
beyond Oeelong. 

There is on immense valley rantiing parallel with the Port 
Phillip Bay, from Major Fraser's to the Kangeron^ Estate, at 
least twenty miles — sometimes near the beach, sometmies &r oS. 
After crossing this valley, 1 came in the dosk to a sqaattins 
station I had Been long before I reached it, appearing taller and 
laiger through the trees with which it was surrotmded, (he neir 
weather-boarded house. Cattle were sprinkled over the country — 
this part of Weateni Port being too wet in the rainy season for 
sheep. How pleasantly nestled among trees were the few la- 
bourers' cottages-— and the oae good house — the wide, open, dear 
valley, seen evermore in glimpses, calm and graced. Here I 
fonnd the stockmen busy at the lajrge, square, post and rul- 
enclosed water-holes, fishing for eels, six of which, large ones, 
they qnickly caught. This valley is knee-deep in water, almost 
the whole length of it, is the wet season ; yet, during the som- 
mer, there is no other water than what saturates the deep hoggy 
soil of the tea-tree— at intervals— covered valley. Yet, throo^ 
tlie whole dry season these pools are level-full, the water perpe- 
tually druning into (hem. Almost immediately after a poo! is 
cat and filled with water, the eels take possession of it. Nothing 
can make more evident the great summer scarcity of water than 
the circumstance, that, whilst the men were busy fishing at one 
pool, wild-ducks settled down boldly on the other. Boon aa 
pools are made, not only wild-docks, bnt bronze-winged pigeons, 
visit them ; and there, their most deadly enemy, man, is sure to 
fix himself with a eun. Here I kindled a fire, made myself t«a, 
independently declining offered entertainment ; but, when the 
people confidently spoke of further progress through -Uie woods 
as impOBsihle, unless I would satisfy myself with being lod:, 1 
entered their hnt, and st^d there all night. 

These men showed me the skin of a wild swan, which one of 
;lliein had ran down and killed in that neighbourhood. When 
Uiese birds are monlting, the^ aie easily caught, and thw down 
is very beautiful and valuaSle. Here, also, 1 learnt that iha 
ume person had the last season found, to hie surprise, the play- 
konse, or bower, of the Australian satin-bower bird. He d»- 
•oibed to me how he was astoni^ed with tite bird's ingenoi^ t 
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Blid had mada iBqniiieB in MBlboime at the bird-atnffen', and 
bad there learnt t&at the cireaimitaDce was wall known amoi^it 
natnralieti. 1 had seeo and shot the satin-bird ; bat had neror 
been able to meet with the bird's bower. 

At daj-bteak I was on my w^^— a solitary cart-track, leading 
from station to station. Huf a mile from the place I had left, I 
looked roond me, and saw a beantifal vpectacle— eleven kuiga- 
roos, uid, a tittle further on, two more ; in all, thirteen. I 
moved along, fearful of patting them in motion ; for thsj sat vp, 
and leaped about, veiy much at their ease. As on the foimei 
OccMon, they sensed to await mj approach ; then, soddenlv, aa 
y Btmck by some momentuv panic, off they jumped, uid in a 
minute alt of them had vanianed. 

J next resting-place, after a six or eight miles' walk, was 
aghby'a Cattle Station ; and the whole of the way t^ 
conntry is of one character — covered over with deep heather — 
thonsands, or we m^t almost say millions, of acres, of worthless 
forest— the scmb and trees stonted, stringy bark. This next 
station was originally a sheep station ; hot proved, as in many 
other instances, only fit for cattle. Hence to Allen's Station waa 
two miles, fietwiit these stations I met with a new acqnaint- 
ance — a grey bird, the size of a thraah, or rather larger, with 
pale yellow bill and leg*, flew to meet me, and settled fa- 
miliarly just before my face, Mid leoked inqniringly as to the 
reason of my being there. The shrewd look it gave me, made 
me think (A the enchanted birds in " The Arabian Ni^ts." I 
waa snriiiised at the creature's freedom and boldness, bnt im- 
mediatelT raw the reason of it — a nest, a little further on, de- 
pended m a boDgh over the road. This 1 drew down with my 
stick, and saw in the nest two salmon-coloored spotted eggs. 
But, the disturbance there was immediately I The whole wood 
was in one clamour of resentment. My new acquaintance of the 
neat commenced the ontc^, and I shall never forget how first 
one, and then another, took it up, and continned it, till all the 
tat&A rang with the sonnd. "Shiill! shrill! shrill! ■faiilll" 
was the sharp, quick, iteration everywhere, and all at once. 

WhUe 1 talked to a yonng woman at Allen's Station, resting 
an elbow on a rail, the poet into which it was inserted beinsjost 
against my face — I drew back, for on the post settled down, 
with the coolest self-poaseBsion, the familiar of the forest. 
" How is this )" said I. " Yon took this bird when a-neetling, 
and have brought it np tome t" " No, indeed," exclaimed she ; 
"it is only the natnr^ impudence 6t the thii^ : it has a nest 
there." She p<»nted to a tree in the yard ; and sare enongh 
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Uiere it wai. The top of the tree had been blovn off, wd liad, 
near the fnctnie, again powa bnthilj ; and there, had thi« bird 
miade its nest, over the hoiue-door. 1 found that thia creatnie 

was veiy appropriately nmned the Boldier-bird. It ia the veiy 
MQtinel of the woods, sending fax oa before jan intelligeDce of 
jonr coining. 

At Rutherford's and Blackmore's — a very brotherhood and 
■isteriiood of genteel people— I walked into the yard near the 
house, and saw, sitting qnjte at home, on a prostrate tree, 
peelii^ onions, a bonnie Snttch lassie. Miss Bntheiford. I knew 
ner immediately, but was myself unknown. On the lawn before 
the house basked, in tbe sim, her tame kangaroo. Onr bnllock- 
driver had lived with them. They and their afhiis were familiar 
to me, and onrs to them. But I did not come to be known : I 
was satisfied to know. The young gentlemen, the kdy's brothers, 
three of them, were busy at the hay-rick, which they had just 
Wveated. The wheat— one portion of it sown early, would prove 
a abnndant crop — the other would, sown later, scantily retum 



the seed. This is a squattins station — a teu-ponnd per annum 

remment place. The Melbourne market is forty miles off. 
take thither the haj^ which they have thia year grown, would 



cost much more than it is worth. Thus, after tne coat and labour, 
there is the rick, and there it may stand. So also the wheat. 

Rutherford and Blackmore's Station ; Hanton's, which I after- 
wards visited ; and a vast many others ; are situated on tbe rich 
deep soil, almost interminable thick-grassed meadows of Wes- 
tern Port, a fine cattie-conntry; that may very appropriately be 
termed the Lincolnshire of Australia Felix. The ccost is low, 
maiHby, and intersected with creeks of salt water, flowing in and 
out witii the tides. 

About these inlets, and on the coast, is abundance of man- 
grove Bcmb, which is now generally burnt, and barilla made of 
the ashes, for export. 

Manton's Station I found, directed by the friendly Rnther- 
fords ; but still more readily by the load lowing of catUe. These 
I found were this day, pvt of them, collected in the vast stock- 
yards, and the stir and clamour was like that of a fair. 

Manton's house, with its French windows, its veiy nicely 
KTass-thatcbed roof and verandabed front, was quite like Dr. 
Barker's, at Cape Schanck — a substantial, and, at the same time, 
an elegant, country residence. 

Here I learned that the artist, whom I wished b 
French Island, had vanished 
traced my steps. I passed I 
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it and Willonglib^ following a dec«itM cattle-tnck, lost 
tDTSelf completelj in the wild forest. There was theitmshiniag 

cle&rlj in the west. I had bat litUe time to lose ; go decided 
that, as the track most nm east and west, 1 must go in one 
direction steadily to find it. I went sonth fiist, and satisfied 
mjself, hy coming to a stream nmning rapidly, that now 1 most 
find the road noTUiwaid. I had come out of m^ way two miles, 
bat tliongbt that by so doing I bad made two discoverieg. Here, 
if the water was fresh and good, was a good place for a new cattle- 
station : if it was salt, 1 waa on the coast, and the stream waa 
diiying in with tbe tide. Salt it proved ; my new cattle-station 
was at an end ; and 1 made the best of my way northward, with 
quick steps, and confident. Glad was I at length to be once 
more on Uie cait-track, bat never saw on my retam Willongbby's 
Station, having passed it whilst I waa lost. On the way 1 recol- 
lected seeing where the bark-peelers had bailt, and thrown down 
again, a temporary miam, as tne natives woold call it. There T 
determiced, when 1 sbonld reach it, to pass the night. On I 
went, and witlioat any concern saw the sun gradually go down, 
the dark to gather ronnd me, miles from any habitation, and the 
moon and stars crow balder and brighteir. Pleased I was when 
1 saw, not &r from the road, the old cold ashes, and 1 soon 
warmed them with a new fire, 

I set up the cast-dawn poles — one end in a forked tree — the 
other resting on the ground. These I thatched over witb the 
ready-cnt branches of the wild cherry-tree ; and had soon a veiy 
snng bonse. My bed I next made of branches of a shrnbj very 
myrtle-like, and of heath. Then, with the fire bladng bnghtly 
at my feet, with my carpet-baK for a pillow, wrapped warmly in 
my blanket, tie laughing-jacBass merrily bade me good-mffht, 
and I &Iept soundly at intervals — waked sometimes by the melan- 
choly howl of a wild dog, or a rostle amongst the leaves of my 
house of perhaps a snake or of a kangaroo rat — to hear a 
little way from me in the trees — plop — plop — the noise of the 
flying si^Qirrel going from bough to bough : and the sharp gut- 
tural noises of opossums. Then what a bash amidst a gentle 
breeziness would come over the wilderness } Soft as feathers 
was the dry and balmy atmosphere — the moon hanging how 
amazingly near me, like a large pearl, and the stars, as near, 
like intense fiery rubies. 

At dawn I was soon on mv way : but conld not breakfast till 
1 got to Baxter's Station, the nearest fountain in the waste, 
whitch was many miles further on. Thence I went to a spring 
of pure water by ^e Port Phillip Bay, and had thence many a 
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wmy mile to pac^the first pait back asaiD, before I nadieJ 
the loeatdoa of Cftptaiii Beid, at the foot of Mount Martha. That 
gentleman told ms that he had served their Britannic Majeitie^ 

several of them, in various climea, twenty-fiTe yean, and had 
then, by way of retirement, tried to serve himself as a settler in 
AuBtralia. From seveiol intimationB, 1 judged that he had fannd 
the last the more deadly warfare of the two. His bnsh resi- 
dence was ontwardly very rustic, yet agreeahla : inwardly, one 
of the rooms that 1 entered was astrange medlejr of military — el»- 
pnt English — and homely bnsh furniture. Sbll everywhere wftB 
evidence of taste, only bounded bv the circomstances of the bosh. 
The book-case was well fnmiahed with — not always the case in 
the bush — eood sabBtantiat old, and elegant modem literatare. 
Betow the house, ran along the valley a small creek, and from 
it, ascended steeply the long range of Monnt Martha. There, 
ra the ataep monntain sides, firee were gleaming, smoke filling 
the whole country. The Captain had set fire to the old deaa 
grass purposely — the grass which eprings freshly and greenly, 
after such bomings, proving valuable pasturage for his cattle. 
He had com growisa near uie boose : so had watched his op- 
portnnity to have the scrub on the hills destroyed when the 
wind was in the right quarter, to take it fcom the buildings and 
the com. These burnings are a universal blessing to the uD' 
com-n:owing squatters, not so to the agncalturists. As I came 
back I saw how, by a shift in the wind, the Captain's com had 
been endangered. All the ground round about him had been 
in Samei, and they would have, no unfrequent Dccaxienee, to 
torn ont, master and servants, to atop the progress of the nre, 
by heating it oat with green branches. Sometimes all the com 
— of past and present seasons — is at one fell swoop thus de- 
Toored. Sometmies a road is the only interposing safegnard — 
■ometimea a river. 

Western Fort is, like Lincolnshire, a rf^on of brackish water. 

A few miles after quitting Captun Reid's neighbom'hood, I 
came to the celebrated Kaueerong estate : a special survey of 
GISO acres. This was originally the property of Hugh Jamieson, 
a purchase from the Crown of 6000^., the 120 acres being ^ven 
nsoally, I understood, for roads. This vb» resold by Jamieson 
to Teny Hughes of Svdney, for 10,O0Ot On the insolvency oi 
Qte latter, it returned to the former— insolvent also — and was 
advertised by the creditors for sale. 

There must be more than a thousand acres of deep black soil, 
betwist the higher ground, which is sand, and the Bay of Port 
PhiUip. This rich land is eorered over joat like a park with 



3,Coo^le 



ARD OAPB SCHAMOE. 145 

fine light-wood tcees, e^ed also silverj wattles. When these 
ttew were in bloswin, the whole connliy would be golden, and 
the whole atmosphere filled delicloosly with their sweetnesg. 

Many oice wooden-oottages had been erected, and one good 
weather-boarded hooae ; and many a field was cleared, waving 
iDxariDOilf with com, by peisons who expected not to be and- 
denly disturbed. Their leB«ea, however, were not signed. And 
whether the houses and the harvest* were their own, or they 
had been throwing away time, labour, cosh and hope, depended 
entirely on the new purchaser. So much for the perpetual fluc- 
tuations of a country cumed bitterly by its miserable, inefficient, 
and distant governments — home and colonial. The men were 
spefculative certainly ; » speculation fostered by the govern- 
ment, which continned to net aU the money, and to plunge rich 
and poor into irTemediable roin. In the evening I cqjne to the 
foot of Arthur's Seat, a bold eminence, high, overlookiiu, and 
planting its rocky base broadly in the Bay of Port Phillip ; 
abont ten miles from Point Mapean, one of the heada of the bay, 
and fifty from Melboame. Now, I again found a cast-down 
gnnyia, or bark-peeler's hut, and decided there to pass the night. 
A few minutes served for honse-bnilding, Gre-kinoling, and bed- 
making. From my door, only ten yards, was the white smooth 
sandy beach ; all about me, a little lower than the inland country, 
were knolls and quiet hollows. In such a hollow, opening a 
little to the bay, overhung pleasantly with a shad; kind of luge 
Bankaia, was my house. Near it blazed up brilliantly my large 
wood-fire. Water I always brooght with me from the last creek, 
lagoon or spriiu, so that I Boon got my tea ; and cheerfully 
addressed myself to sleep. Bat 1 did not sleep immediately. 
The night was too bland and beaotiful, the heavens in their rich 
depths, with the moon and stars, how glorious l There were 
glowing above me, and seen, all the grand constellations of the 
Boathem hemisphere. If I was alone, in a far-away land, the 



very antipodes to my own, I was surrounded by an atmosphen 
much more bland — beamed upon by more resplendent heavens — 
and nowhere in the world could tne gentle salt-sea waters die 



with softer Uspings, than those now heard on the moonlight beach. 
In England, m one's old home, with old habite, to have sud- 
denly made Uiis transition, from the hum of a town, never still, 
to this oomplete isolation, how horrible 1 All, however, had been 
by gradations, each of which had had ite novelty. Darknesa 
doea not come upon ns suddenly at noon-day, there is the long 
interposing twilight, and the change is grateful. The dawn 
brought with it the Sabbath, and ascending Aithiu^ Seat .before 
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breakfiuit — filling my botUe at a spring by the -way— after a lon^ 
and weary tog np the high hill, I sude a fire on the top, and 
breakfasted in a more gorgeous bbIood than many a monarch. 
Sevprospect there was wide enongh, Bonth, sontheost, and sonth- 
we»t : Point Napeau below me, and Cape Lonsdale was in sight. 
The varionsly coloured waters of Qie bay, with its beantifol cres- 
cent of white Bmooth beach, circling many a mile from the 
monntain'a base, on the top of which I was — to Monnt Martha's ; 
hills — and wooded Tslleys — wooded monntains inland — Station 
Peak beyond Geelong, and French, or perhaps it was Phillip 
laland, westward ; these, with sea and bay, made a grand 
spectacle. Near me, whilst I eat at breakfaat, came two fine 
kangaroos, bat soon jumped away again. 

This was the last Sabbath of 1843. .A day memorable for ita 
novelty and abundant enjoyment. 

Soon after I had breal^asted, and was going to eitingnish my 
fire, that I might not fill with flames the whole country, there 
Koee a dense mass of smo^e from Point Napean, that soon 
wrapped in one clond the whole prospect. 

S' next gratification — after that fire, kindled certainl;y by the 
, on Point Napean — was, and a more real gratification, the 
first sight, near Merrick's Sheep Station, of the grass-tree of 
Aostralia, one of the wonders of the conntry. I gazed at this, as 
the Btocbnan had dMie at the bower of the bower-bird, with 
wonder and delight. Trees, grass-trees, there were a great com- 
pany of them of varioos sizes. One of these had a tnmk about 
ten inches in diameter, one of the middle size, blackened all 
over by fire. Then at the top of the trunk was a circnlar ruff 
or fringe, streaming out all round, of the lightest beantifol green 
grass of a bluish tint, and from the centre a p'een stem fonr or 
five feet high, like a smooth sl«nt walking-stick, whilst sereral 
feet mora was enlarged, thickened considerably by the seed-cella, 
with which the stem was enveloped. These trees gave strange 
novelty to the scenery, else wild and barren. In manv places I 
saw, what I bncied to be, the Aoatralion broom ; a snrab with 
etoot stems and lithe drooping yellow-flowery branches. 
Every now and then the graceful sprimiling of these, with other 
shrubs, gave the conntry a delightinl aspect. Here 1 had soon 
intimation of being in the near neighbourhood of the sea of 
Bass's Straits. From Arthnr's &^ to Cape Schanck, by Merrick's 
Station, is twelve miles ; and all the way you hear the roar 
«f bre^eis, sometimes faint, then loud, as they daah themselves 
into foam on the bold rocky shore. 
Merrick's sheep pastnres are dry-looking and white : whilst 
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Mr. Barker's Station is ncrabby, greener, more moist generally, 
still sandj, covered with tea-tree in many places, and with fern 
everywhere. 

At Mr. Barker's, Aylesbtuy, I believe they call it, I was 
rather surprised to find, on crown land, & good house, lar^ and 
eztanEive outbuildings, neat and comfortable cottsces. Still the 
barrenneu of the country on which, and in which they ate 
located, is sufficient protection : no person wonld be tempted by 
the qoaUty of the land to purchase the station : moieorer, cattle 
stations are now, as bat too many other Icinds of property in the 
colony are, at a discount. Still the locality is very beantifal. 
The Tsllej before the house was filled with a kind of tall tea- 
tree, ^lite over willi blossom. The ascent, and hills sonth- 
westward, are partly covered with. she oak, intermingled with 
fantastic-looking antler-shaped dead brandies of gum-trees. 
From the bottom of the valley opens out on each hand a blue 
and bright expanse of ocesJi. Altogether Qie prospect is chann- 
ii^, and the selection of the site of Mr. Baxkei^s house was made 
in good taste. 

Next, descending to the beach, you see bold, prominent, im- 



le blocks of stone, mnning Ear into the sea, and rising a] 
f it. Here empties itself into the salt^-sea flood, a pretty 
little stream of the coldest, purest water, called, if I recollect it 



rightly, the Murwurrarong. Here again I heard the bell-bird, for 
tlie first time since leaving the Yarra ; and none but the Austra- 
lian traveller can know the magical chaim there lives in its one 
silvery note. The sound is refreshing exceedingly. Whether it 
is Uie force of imagination alone Iknow not ; bnt that liquid 
"ting, ting," makes ^ou feel cooler and more lively. You 
drink the water seemingly before yoa reach it. 

On this beach is the moat remarkable natural cavern yet dis- 
covered in Austjalia Felix. Prom the entrance, the sandy 
floor giadnally rises, and the roof rather descends, until onward 
progress seems cut off. This, however, is only the effect of the 
masses and pillars of stalactites, which have been fonnin^ for 
a^. Beyond is another open space. On the floor are ruing 
pUlara, formed by the dripping perpetually from above, the 
hanging and rising stalactite not having yet joined. Altogether, 
it is a wonderful cave. There is also as singular a tradition 
aboat it. As Pungil, the god of the aborirines. Say the natives, 
was one day taking a walk on the sea, suddenly there came on a 
storm ; when coming to the rocky shore, he spoke to it, and 
immediately, at his word, the rocks rose up, and this cave was 
l8 
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fMhioned before him. Into it tbe god stepped, and shelterefi 
until Qte tempest ww over. 

Whilst 1 p&ced the ahoie, not far ttom me, on a pleauut IqoII 
Above tike MQiwarr&rong, was a group of holidaj people in their 
Jiolidsy dreases, looking lazil; on the sea. Not fai from thent 
were erlacks of dried minMsa baik. Frohably these loiterers 
were the bark-peelera, theii wives and children, who were, some 
couched on the dry gtaas, and others samiteriag abont, enjojiing 
the sea-breemiess of a fine cbeeiyAastrslian Sabbath, 

Hence, I retraced my steps homeward. This trip had its 
lessons and its enjojrments. An incident at Cape Schanck, that 
had transpired there sometime before my visit, I mnst mention. 
In the Bosh the setUers are not always good neighbonis. I 
jeamt that there had been a qoairel betwixt Barker and Meitick. 
Bad feeling had been generated betwixt these neighbonrs about 
mimosa b^k, sharp words and mutnal insults had risen in con- 
Both agreed to leave the matter to be decided bjr 



and that was to ^ht it ont." They met accordingly. Barker 
fired his bullet into the air — not so Memck — it wlustled past 
Barker^ ear, so the matter terminated. 

Again and again I paced the old scenes — again enjoying them, 
Agun I made the earth my bed, and the heavens my canopy. I 
had gone more than a hundred miles when 1 slept once more, 
my fourth night from home, and my third out of doois, at the 
foot of Arthur's Seat. To the sune tent of boughs had 1 19- 
tomed ; and was lulled by the same lisp of waters to slumber. 
This evening was a solemn season— it was the eve of the New 
Year. It was a point of time naturally fruitful of reflection. 
The distant and the dead were with me. I found that in soli- 
tude it was impossible to be wholly deserted. Wrapped in the 
depth of interminable wood-lands-~ou a wild and barren coast — ■ 
in a &r and foreign land — English Ufe, old usages — the spirit of 
Christmas — and New Year's greetings — the English homes— «nd 
Uie forms and &miliaT bees of friends and kin£ed, were livingl^ 
with me — 

" Making the wildemeu gUd for them. 
And the deiert blosKuu u thi loee." 

What ^ears and scenes crowded themselves into a little spacs 
of reflection cannot be described. Then the mind would relieve 
itaelf I7' turning &om the solemn to the lively ; and 1 pleased 
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DiTself with »me ntcli profanitj as this, parodying one of the 
meat mblime paBsages of Wordsworth : — 

" Wliiit Uughl me, thus, to lore tfae iluT; ik} — 

VLj bed the eutii— mj curtuni luchu thcH? 

I h»»B leen liugi in huU where poor men lie — • 

My other laMhers hsve be«n anta and teu." 

The oslj night on which I <lid not deep, was the one upMit 
in-Kloois. I leamt other lore oa my jonmey bsgides this : that 
there is as great & difference amon^ masters as amongst men. 
Some of these cottages were neat aiid comfortable, very : and 
others the contrary. The food was also infinitely better in 
some places than ill others. At Mr. Barker's, the peasants 
in their nice cottages seemed like little princes. So also at 
Manton's. At one station-honse the men complained bitterly of 
had t«a, and the coarsest of sugar. 1 lasted, and they were exe- 
crable. The only waste was to use them at all. The beef, they 
assored me, had been killed yoimg, and was so lean and iasteiem 
tiiat they could not eat it. Thus their constant food was, three 
limes a day, damper (flonr and water, with a little salt woriud 
together, uid baked in the wood- ashes), without anything to it — 
no cheese, no bntter — dry damper wa^ed down, mealafter meal, 
with bad tea. Still a d^ of had living amongst Uie squatters 
and settlers too, (by settlers I mean land-owners,) is caDsed by 
the servants themselves, often liberated convicts, people reck- 
lessly wasteful and extravagant. The complaint is also obtaining 
bat, that the old genuine hospttalily of the conntry is waning 
away, and everywhere ap-starting Bnsh inns, a mercenary Bpirit 
usurping its place. There are many reasons for this : inns have 
become almost indispensable, as the conntry has amanngly in- 
creased its papulation. On some of (he commoner tracks, squat- 
ters, unfortunately located too near them, have found the Uuong 
of migratory wayfarers a serious burthen, and have hailed the 
speculation of a neighbouring place of " Entertainment for Man 
and Horse," as a r^ Ood-send. It is not the less true, tliat 
many idle, reckless vagabonds trample on the hospitality of the 
squatters, living on them perpetually, going evermore Irom 
station to station, professing to seek employment, hnt, by asking 
enonnons wages, determined never to find it. And another rea- 
son is, the want of prosperity in the province ; where liberalttr 
^WH in the heart, it has been starved out of the pocket. It is 
my firm conviction, the result of long observation, that the want 
of domestic government, that the unholy alliance of Australia 
Felix with New South Wales, dragged, as it is, like a doomed 
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wretch at, that Felon'H Cart, that the nuRgovenimeiit of ESr 
0«oTge Oippi, bj draimng the coIodt of its scanty cin:;^tiiig 
medinm, tiiereby mining its pastoral and agricaltnnil people 
generallj, has done more tiian any BpecnlatiTe mania amongst 
UtemselTeB, aeaiated by the conduct of tiie home goTermnent, 
who know not its condition, than anything else to lessen, and it 
is said to he lessened, the homelj hearty hospittJitj of its 

This walk was concluded in six days, dnring which time I was 
guilty of " lying oat in the open sii " fonr nights. I may think 
myself fortnnate tliat Mr. Commissionet-of-Crown'Lands Powlett 
did not ^prehend me as a vagabond, and require me to me 
"a good acconnt of myself." He himself has made his bed, 
like me, ont in the homeless woods and forests ; and if he had 
as good a conscience, which he mi^t have, he would sleep as 
soundly. Daring this walk, I visited nine cattle, and three 
sheep stations. On this occasion, as on others, my opinion was 
strenKthened that the sqaatteis, most of them the younger 
branches of wealthy and respectable English and Scotch umilies, 
are on tlie whole a very intelligent and gentlemanly race. 



WALK TO GEELONO AMD THE BABRABOTTL HlUa. 
AoAiN, on the last day of the Oeelong laces, Feb. 29, 1844, I 
set off ftom Melbonme, my walking fit bein^ upon me so strondy, 
that the kindest and most pressing entreaties of an old friend to 
t^ his horse conld not prevail with me to ride. My old staff, 
vigorous health, and goodT spirits, set all horses at defiance. My 
coarse was with the son vrestwiu^, and I did not see why one 
should not be as cbeerfnl as the other. Yeais before I had 
passed over the same gronnd, in the dawn, too, over those fair 
eminences wiQi tJieir interposing valleys, smooth aplands, and 
Taat flats, through which, indicated circaitoasly with tea-tree, 
went the mazy nver Yaira. Now no tinkle of silvery sheep- 
bells greeted me ; bnt instead of shepherds and their flocu, 
herds (Seattle were ^ranng qnietly, or were moving on, drove 
after drove, progressing from one part of the coontty to auoUio:. 
Still the two days, though distant, were bound t<^theT by the' 
same brightness. Any person meeting me wonld hare deemed, 
that I was ^one. Thus it is that different persons do not see 
with the same eyes. Mr. Shaw had accompanied me over this 
very ground on Uie former occasion ; and minting, as I always 
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Ao, the past with the present, we were going, in mf own feeling 
of the matter, over the same topics of our converwtlon, jast as 
when the eountiy was new. I might obseire to him that the 

Cund was delicionalj amooth — fr^rfivuiold and dead timber; 
, lou there wsh aa well bb gain ; veara a^o, the hills were 
more pleasantly grouped imd sprinkled over with she oaks. Mel- 
boame in the time had doubted its size — and its diScnlties. 
Nay, these ktter were increased a hundredfold. Crafts on the 
river were plpng more indnstrionsl^, and the Bay displayed a 



first with the astJima — pausing every few minutes to take breath 
— lo, now a very dragon ! — tears up and down the Yarr^ making 
the reeds fringing both sides shake their heads, and sign for the 
loss of the old qniet times. Nay, there are three of them plying 
evermore to William's Town, Oeelong, and Sydney ; one of 
them, the Sea-horse — fitly so named — pawing, snorting, and 
plunging through l}ie salt-sea waves gloriously. 

Three miles from Melboome is a pnnt, or wooden raft, over 
the Salt-water River. Thus it was when I before went this 
way, and will be years hence. There is no hope tbat the 
twenty thousand pounds of aniplus annual revenue, sncked out 
of Port Phillip by the Sydney vampire government, will be 
spent in benefiting the colony out of whi(£ it arises. In fact, 
there is no hope toat justice will be done to Australia Felix ; it 
will continue to be robbed b^ its sel^ah and needy neighbour, 
and deserted by its people — its rivers nnbridged — and its people 
sloughed in tiie Despond of miserable roads. A resident 
government, and the fit application of its own fonds, wonld soon 
Bet matters to ri^ts. 

On I went, mile after mile, from Uie Salt-water Biver, with 
its good new " Bosh Inn," towards the west, crossing a creek once 
fnlTof sweetish, disagreeable-tasted water, now dry. The day was 
bright and warm ; the level and nninteresting country, lonely. 
Instead, as we had fonnerly, held for Mount Ripon, westward, 
now I tnrned more to the sooth-west, nearer to the Port Phillip 
Bay. This country, for fifteen miles from the Marihnmong to 
the Exe, is one series of pWns, with here and there, eveiy tew 
miles, dry ravines running across the country. To my left, 
Bouthwara, wm a thin scattering of trees. Mile after mile 1 
paced along the dusty road, sometimes meeting a settler on 
horseback, then a drover with a flock of sheep, on the way to 
the Melbonnie boiling establishment. 

One man, g(»iig by on horseback fieetiy aa a bird, told me thatr 
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to the rirer Eie it waa seren iiu)e«. " There," Mid I, " that ia 
good." I seemed to have pn^reBsed wonderfDllj. 1 ate^ped 
on with renewed yigonr, and about three milea fnrther nwt ■ 
weuy, footBore traveller, who had come nearly that daj from 
Oeelong, and he declared that it was yet, at least, eight miles to 
. the river Exe. For a moment I relaxed my onwud ptoereaa, 
with a laboor-in-vain iort of feeliM. I had been walking bard, 
it seemed, for less than nothing. Snrely the globe, eveiy time I 
lifted np my foot, must have lapsed away from me a little, leaving 
me nearly m the same position ; or it was only a roeldnK-hoiM 
affuT, motion vrithont progresB. Yet, it was clear enonpi, that 
a bird would, if it bad been the next intelligencer, have set it 
down for a veri^, that to the river Exe was only a mile, and 
a short one, I decided that mile-stones, things belonging solely 
to the maeadaniised roads of civilised coantries, would have 
been preferable to any of these ehifdng landmarks of ease or 
weariaess. Momentarily I seated myself on a stone ; yet not so 
mnch for rest as to look aroand me a little, I was in the midst 
of a eontinnation of pluQS, north and westward, and had left 
others snccessively behind me. These were almost encircled 
with dim blue distant mountains, only that soathward waa a 
level conntry, in which quietly slept tie waters of the Bay o( 
Port Phillip, I had been for more than an hoar pacing steadily 
on withoQt mnch observation of the aspect of the conntry. The 
mind will hare ita occnpation as well as the oatward senses of 
e^ and ear ; I must have been extraordinarily absorbed in reflec- 
tion— only regardful, half-mechanically, of the old dnsty diay- 
track~for now, what was my astonishment '. The conntry almnrt 



the road waa dnsty, and the countiy everywhere was brown and 
minbumt ; yet, most certainly, there was a flood. All the trees, 
rows of them betwixt me and the Bay, stood knee-deep in wat«r. 
Monnt Kpon, or Cotterel, as it is also called, and the faiUsinitS 
neighbourhood, looked like islands in the midst of beantiiiil and 
expansive lakes. But to look on before me was the most diS' 
beartening^there certainly all onward progress was cut off; for 
one ravine, not far distant, ran through the whole breadth of the 
plain, I saw the very dray-track enter the water, then rise ont 
of it beyond, and wind Dp the ascent. Yes, it was evident that 
I must wade. Was it possible that being new to the conntiy I 
had held too mnch southward, and had taken some lower road 
that might he a nearer cat over creeks and shallows of the B^, 
yet passable only for drays and honemen ! TbiM idea tot a timo 
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before me, onward, clearly io prospect, rolled the blue watera of 
the Baj iUelf. The veiy Baj aeemed (« have throat itaelf into 
my track, Bpreading on immeasurably before me ; and how mot- 
tiffing ! 1 conld see the very road lost in it. All waa doubt and 
perplexity. Yet, how strange that 1 saw no sandy beach ; and, 
still more strange, that the trees shoald he Btanding Hoironnded 
by such a flood. That an extraordiaarily high tide shoald rise 
to the level of tiie beach, and fill up the creeks, wsb natural ; 
but how coald it ovei^ow them 1 Never had I been so per- 
plexed and bewildered before ; I waa unexpectedly and unac- 
conntaibly in a labyrinthine wildemeaa of waters. I paced on tot 
some time slowly and anxionaly-^then stood. What was I to 
do } Here I perceiTcd, with great satis&ction, a foot traveller 
coming towards me, holding on from the Bay towards the water 
betwixt DB — and on the very road which I had decided waa im- 
passable. On he came, and marched throngh the way-laying 
creek. How strange it seemed when we met that his shoes were 
dnsty : mist there waa none ; the air waa loatronsly pure — the 
heavens were clondlesa and bright. " How have yon mAnaged 
to pass throDgh the water ! " aaid I. " Water ! " exclaimed ne, 
— " there is no water— it is only Uqtud air." My astonishment 
was greater than ever, bat in & moment was at an end. The 
description of the mirage, in African travels, flashed npon my 
mind. In Aoatralia 1 had never heard of them ; yet here waa 
one—and how most thoronghly complete had been the illnsioll t 
More apparently real water had I never beheld ; and which, every 
now and then, by the breeze waa blown qnite into blnish waves. 
Now, all perplexity having vanished, with what exhilaration did 
I look npon this onnaQal, uid hitherto anseen by me, natnral 



The Bay was miles off; yet here, as on the pluna of the 
ocean, there seemed " water, water everywhere, and not a drop 
to drink." Never waa traveller in a more droughty land ; and 
it was probable that the sight (A so much apparent water had a 
tendency to create and increase the thirst which it onlymocked. 
Sorely it was by some snch aitnation that the idea of Tantalns 
waa generated. Still, by this iUnsion, how unconscionsly and 
admirably had a dry, parohed, and uninteresting region been, as 
by enchantment, transmuted into a landscape, the most animated 
and varied — lake and wooded isles, river and sea glittering and 
heaving in the bree^ brightness, overarohed by the purest 
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heaveliB, from which the ann beamed with more than ordinaiy 
■pleodour. 

I w^mted along like Boms, as described hy Wordsworth — 
* In gloT "^ '° j»y ; " 
jet could b»Te been well content to have exchanged a good deal 
of mj exaltation for a glass of cold water or a cup of tea. 

The seeming river, when I approached it, had not only left its 
bed diy, bat, I dare saj as it fonnd it, burnt and blackened; nor 
waa it long before every appearance of that which had first per- 
plexed, then delighted me, had again left the whole region as 
doll and monotonous as ever. 

A few mileB before 1 reached the Exe, I saw near the road 
before me a draj ; the bnllocks beloaging to it loose and grac- 
ing, and not far off two men with a large flock of sheep. To 
these people I appealed for something to drink, and had it been 
juice of the Tinta^, or barley wine, and 1 a teetotaller — that 
shackler of firee-will— I had not reftised it, I got, however, 
tfianks to onr waTJarers, a large pannikin of tea; and to mj 
thinking, in that dnatj thirstiness, it was infinitely superior to 
aUthe— 

"BeokenfullDf the warm south ; 
Full of the true, the blushful Hippocnns, 
With besded babbUs irinking at die brim." 

At the Eie, I found what was called a river only a contJDti&- 

ttonof ponds; abroa<'"'- '" .._ i... ........ « 

not ontil the winter sf 
«tream — that stream is not ; then, in other places, yon walk 
over it dry-shod. Here, at the "Golden Fleece," inn and sheep- 
station, I dined with onr friend and shipmate, Mr, Oreevei. 
There was pain as well as pleaenre in this visit ; to find onr 
good and cheerful host confined to a darkened room and his 
bed, by one of the country's cnrses, not however vetv frequent, 
ophthalmia. After some cheering conversation with these old 



associates, with Mr. Oieeves and his iamily, and after resting 
away an eighteen-miles-walk weariness, 1 again set off for 
Oeelong, twenty-five miles distant. 

. I must not omit to say that Mr. Greeves's house and ont-bnild- 
ings are good and tasty ; and with the river near them, the 
sheep-folik in sight, and with the river-watered and tree-fringed 
plains, the situatian is very delightful. 

From the river Exe to the Little River is twelve or thirteen 
milea, Nor is there anything very interestiiig in the nature of 
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tha Bcetiary to render Uiat which In iteelf is long ieeminglj ahoiti 
The only object of any extent was the abrupt and bold efeTatJon 
of Station Peak and its wooded heights — nigh overlooking the 
thinly-wooded plaicH ; a oonspicaons object in many directions 
for &ty milea. One only incident did I meet with worth re- 
cording, betwixt the Golden Fleece and Connell's Inn. A little 
more than half way, a little knot of travellerg bad set down 
their li^t cait and tnnted the horsea oat to graze, whilst they 
had been regaling themselves with food or drink, or both. There 
they were sitting and chatting very much at their ease. 1 had 
neglected to bring my cnstomaiy bottle of water from the last 
river, ondSlr.Greevee's ale bad mode me thirsty; these travellers 
I jni^ed wonld havo water, and to them I went, Water nor 
tea had thejr ; I had come jast loo late. Still six milea further 
on, they said, was the Little River, and thete was nothing to 
druik nearer. What I sought waa not there ; but that which I 
would have ahnnned was. "I am going your way, sir" — 
bawled ont a aottiah-lookjng, convict-visaged cattle drover — 
"I'll overtake you by-and-by." Indeed, thought I, that is 
generous] Now whilst 1 was m the Golden Fleece, this drover- 
scamp had been much of the time importuning Mrs. Greeves b^- 

C, aa thoDgh for life, to be credited a glass of rum. They knew 
onlj too well. Here, bow nnluckily ! 1 had overtaken 
him. I only wished he might stay but to hold ten more 
minutes' chat with those people, then euro, as it was the last 
day of the Oeelong Races, we wonld try which was the best 
vuker. I felt more inclined to sweat along out of his company, 
than that in its " Erebus, — a cold dew," should " dip me all 
o'er." On I went for two miles at a quick pace, soon as out of 
his sight, and had at last rather began to rel^ into a more com- 
fortaUe walk, when looking back, often looking, I at last saw, 
though far off, come rnnning at a roand pace — the company- 
ffeneroos cattle-drover. Which is my bad leg, I know not ; 
ont whichever it might be, I put, as the adage is, the best leg 
foremost. On I went mile after mile, and thought surety he 
nmst have given up the contest. Not so I I heard him — fiuntly 
and ont of breath, calling to me, as I fancied, to atop a bit. 
That was the very last thmg in the world I was inclined to do : 
I sped on more rapidly than ever, only not running. At last he 
drew so near that I could hear him calling out—" There it is, 
sir — there it is, sir ! " — " What ia there ! " I asked in a atom 
voice. " There it ia, sir — Uiere, where the tall thin trees rise up 
so high, — that is it, sir — that's Connell's Inn ! " Up he came. 
" What about Connell's Inn 1 " asked I. " Why, sir, it 's there. 
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1 enongh. They have plenty of liquor, 
ct cheap ; and that 'b the place for a traveller." On he 
talked incesaantly, he waa determined to be companionable and 
extraordinarily pleasant and interesting, whilst 1 moved on, 
ailently snllen, gnmtiog assent every ten nunotes, as the dolt 
stream of his words rolled on, soon wasted on inattentive ean. 
He was thinking of Connell's Inn and glasses of mm, rfiilst I 
WIS reflecting bow infinitely snperior s creature had been the 
oative of those woods — before saoh importations as my annoy- 
ance of a canTict-mm-gnzzler — the discivilised of civiliBation, 
had debased and demoralised him. Where was now the digni- 
fied umplicity of those children of the woods f Gone, and 3iay 
wore fast following it — convict^morab and convict interconne 
had proved too much for them. Lingering like darlmees, like » 
few dnsky scattered clonds, hansing dimly on the dawn of » 
new race, there bad been storm, there conld be no amalnmatioB 
of the old and the new ; blood bad been rained upon me euih, 
wrong and cruelty there had been ; bat the dawn was brighten- 
ing, and remorse and pity would grow for them in the light from 
which they had vanishea. 

" Here it is, sii ! This is Connell's Inn." 1 looked about me 
to find water, in what proved to be the diy bed of what one 
wonld snppose had once been a famous river. He knew what I 
wanted, and said with a look of great satisfaction, " That 's the 
Little River, bnt tbew's do vrater in it, there's not a dnni of 
water for miles except at the Inn* 1 had heard that Bn(£le7 
had Boid, that for the thirty years which he had been amongst the 
natives it had never once flowed ; indeed, from the nativea' 
accoant it bad Sowed only once in fifty yearB. It was, indeed, a 
little river, " But," said I, " where ao they get water at Hie 
Inn 1 " I need not have queried thus, for I now saw near the 
Ion a pool in the dry river's course, which I dare say is filled 
eveiy winter, and is putly used and portly evaporated every Bum- 
mer. The little water in the centre, evidently fast retreating, was 
greened and silvered over vrith weeds and scum, and well souded 
round with alimy mud a yard deep. I saw at a glance tne good 
policy of the inn-people. They satisfied themselves to wade 
once a day for ibeir ovrn supply ; it would not do to make it 
easily accessible — all was clear enough. I walked on. " Vwi'll 
sorely stay, sir, — there 'b not any other inn nor any waier to 
Geelong, and it's fifteen miles!" — "Twelve," said I; and 
walked on. My affable companion had felicitated himself on 
meeting a hearty welcome at Connelly, by taking to hinuelf the 
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a defiance of 

waterless riveis and of comforlable inn-folk stAnding inTitinglj 
at the door, he stared in blank amazemeDt ; and f smiled ta 
myBelf as 1 bintly heard ntteied, in no pleasant tnood, carses, 
teetotalism, and fools, mingled in one growl, lent after me bj 
the chap-Callen convict-catue-drover. 

From Connell'a Inn to Qeelong is fifteen mOea, if you prefer 
going on the old road, because it ia an old road — and there are 
doggedlr old-fashioned folk who will plod whilst they live along 
their old ways ; of this clan was not I, and so I followed tlie 
plongh-track recently cnt right across the connt^, which ia 
only twelve. Jnst when I had passed Connell's Inn the son 
dropped from the western hills, yet 1 paced on in the twilight, 
then in the dask, half of the way. 

M^ bithfol companion, who had refused all the gratnitont 
oivJLties of the cattle-drover with growls, sarly as her master's 
silence, now as (he dnsk gathered roond na pricked up her ears — 
running back every few minutes, growling, she looked up in my 
£ice, was ansioualy restless, nor would be coaxed into quiescence. 
Probably she was apprehensive that onr lat« suspicioua-looki])^ 
intruder might again be upon our track. At length, finding it 
would be impossible to reach Geelong until very late, I tamed 
aside to a shady she oak, where, as I bad found no water, I 
could make myself no tea; I got something to eat, made myself a 
cheerful fire, and wrapt in m^ blanket, after a thirty-seven miles' 
walk — Fanny all night keeping watch— I slept tolerably well. 

The next morning, before reaching Geelong, 1 came to a beau- 
tifully transparent small stream of water, and intended there to 
make my breakfast; bnt Fanny, as a tme servant should, having 
applied her tongue to it, looked up iit my face with the iutelli- 
gence that we were oijy mocked with salt-water. So on we 
jogged together, to see just such another stream of the clearest 
salt-water. At some cottages with Irish inmates, at a litUe dis- 
tance from North Corio, asking for a glass of water, 1 was told 
that they were expecting some in a short time from the town. 
Fortunately after some canvassing I did get a mug of water, and 
it was indeed welcome, for X had not been able to get a drop 
since I bad left the river Exe, about noon of the day preceding. 
Hence, leaving North Corio to the left, I Ktrnck down to the 
river Barwon a mile and a half, where I made myself breakfast. 

Near me was Pollok's punt and a terry-boat over the Barwon, 
a stream about the width of the Yarra at IdelboDme. When 1 bad 
dispatched my breakfast, and sat lodung Bometimes <ai the water. 
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then at tlie Banobonl Hills, and whilst I was pleasing myself 
with (he great and remarkable aimiUritj' there was hetwixt two 
of the fanis at which I was looking, and two at Wincbeater, 
St. Giles's and St. Cathenne^i, the feny-man oaied his boat 
across to fetch some peiBon waiting on my side of the river, and 
1 Btarted np that I mi^ght cross too, and thereby save him the 
trouble of coming agam. Strange coincidence enoogh ! the 
traveller and myself recognised each other at once : it was onr 
old fbrest-traYerBing companion, the man of draja and hnllocks, 
oar inning-man, John Sparks. Thus good fortune had prepared 
for me a sale gnide, faniiliar with the intricacies of the hills, 
bonnd for the vecj locality to which 1 was going. On the same 
morning we had left Mellwume,bnt he had taken the easier trip 
by the steamer. As we walked and talked alon^ I fonnd that 
John was still John. He was, as I said before, quite a character. 
He bad three objects of devoted regard — his kind, money, and 
wine. His love of money kept his love of wine in abeyance ; 
thns I never saw him get drunk. His industry sapplied him 
with cash, and his warm-heartedness caused his pocket always 
to be emptied again. A well-told and artful tale had the very 
effect upon John that it always had on Oliver Gkildamith. At 
one time, be had saved after three yeora' labour fifty ponnd8,the 
other hundred which he must have received, having melted away 
from him, in that time, in deeds of kindliness. He bad been com- 
peUed by this very wetness, after eighteen years' residence in 
Van Diemen's Land, to qnit that country, that he might by 
CDttJng all old connections, amongst a new people in Australia 
Felix, be enabled to save as inu(£ money as wonld take him 
back to see once more his native scenes and Engliah friends. 
He had, as I said, saved fifty pounds, when an old Van Diemen's 
Land acquaintance, with whom he lodged when out of a aitoa- 
tion, made it appear very clear to John that the mone^ wonld 
be veiy Berviceable to him. Strange enough, John let him have 
it, ana received, after a long period bad elapsed, not his money 
■g^n, bnt a horae for it. It proved that this horse John had 
sold for forty pounds, and had taken a twelvemonth's bill for 
the money. The bill had been dne the preceding week — John 
had been to Melbonme — and hod got ^m the norae-bnyer a 
^tifol stoiy of the unmonied nature of the times, and had re- 
tnmed wjtli two other bills, one of eight and the other of twelve 
months. " John, John 1 I am aArsud yoTi vrill never see Ei^tand 
and your friends I " — " Well, sit, what could I do, if I had sold 
everything the man had — horses, cattle, station, everything; yoo 
know the cvndition of Aoou colonies," (John always said thoose,) 
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" the man most hsTs been made deatitnte to only jtut nite the 
money." It was clear euou^ that the word destitute, ox the 
feeling that word excited ia John, cansed him to go back &om 
Melbonme with those two bits of woithless paper in his pocket. 

But we are at Highatt's Dairy Farm, close to the Bmwon, a 
good Bnbatantial building, with other nearly aa good and aub~ 
atautial ont-buildings, all of them of stone. Prom Oeelong it is 
ten miles, and I had been told it was six ; and had it not been 
fer my goide^ what a wearisome walk it would have seemed. 
This was a pig-station as well as a dairy, and no small number 
of swine, old and young, ran abont almost everywhere. John 
said there were three hundred. I saw the dairy, a spacioos 
cool room, the floor well lined with rows of zinc milk vessels, 
broad, shallow and long. From this farm they send abuiLdactly 
batter by the st«amer to Melbonme Market. The p^ are to be 
killed, raited, and barrelled for exporL From Mr. Highatt's 
other £um, a Teiy fine rich black-soiled one, com and potatoes 
are sent moat abundantly to Qeelong and Melbonme. 

Hence, after a rest, and the refreshment of tea at noon, with 
benedictions on Anstralia's behalf and onr own, on the good 
Chinese, and on our hostess also, not for her tea alone, but for 
the fresh golden-hned butter, and the really beantiful damper, 
we continued our course two miles farther to the Swiss vine- 
yards. These I had long nnrpoeed to visit. I bad been told 
(hat Sftv Swiss peasants baa here located themselves ; and con- 
aeqaently 1 had come with enlaiged ideas of the extenaivenesa 
of their opOTatdons. Of the mmoored fiftj^ only were there 
three ; and amongst these tiiere had been division. Two eepa- 
rate vineyards a mile from each other was the consequence. 
The first we apprcached was the recent one ; yet with newly-set 
vine-cuttings looking promising enongh, it could not be more 
than three or four acres in extent. The next we fonnd to he the 
vineyard ! One of the proprietors, a gentleman from Neuf chatel, 
onl^ proved to be at home. His cottage of wood — nictnresqne 
as it sboald be outwardly — was not yet, as moat likely it will 
be, overgrown with vines covering it entirely. Inwardly it was 
mstio enough — hnn^ everywhere with domestic utensils, garden 
and vine-dressing implements, and cheqnered all over with 
dried plants, or with parcels of garden-aeeda. But in the vine- 
yard and the sweet garden was the treat. In what luxuriant, 
diamonded rows were the vines growing — many of the new 
green ahoots from five to ten feet high. Everywhere was evi- 
dence of indnatry and skill. The vineyard was seen to great 
advantage, lying before yon at a glance, covering broadly the rich 
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■lopei of & hill. Id one part, where the soil seemed cjulbsri Utt 
Tines were stunted and seemed poor ; but the Tine^rowar 
obHecred th&t from each soil Ihey would have the beat wine. 
He pointed ont to ms with evidoit pride » unsU vine-bee, m 
an object of great interaat : " That," said he, " is a BargaBdj." 
The Yineyam was k^ in the neatest possible order, all t^ 
taUer treea being tied with raBhea to npdght poles. In t^ 
garden were abundance of vegetables ; but what delisted ne 
moat was to meet with so many old and deaf friends amongat 
the flowers — the rit^j-blowing balsams, passion-flowers, &c., — 
whilst the scent of thyme, aud other homely cattage-{[ardeD 
■mells, made me feel myself in England. The same ateooatioaa 
often, no doubt, wrap their owner in a Swiss Elysium. 

Here, having shown ns all bis sources of present gratification 
and of his future expectancies, he led us into (he house, and 
there sliced up for us three or four kinds of the meet delidons 
sod faigrant melons : of these we partook, and then with 
thankf {dness wended on our way. Sacn men as this om: friendly 
entertainer, simple in their babila, nnoatentatioDS and econo- 
mical in their mode of living, rentectable and indnstriooa, are 
an acqnisilion to any country. The land poasesing auch, and 
.blest with good laws, most flourish. He spoke with evident 
gratification of several ^iaitB paid liim by Mr. La Trobe. Sncb 
men deserve encouragement ; and Mr. La Trobe is just the kind 
of intdligent patron 1a stimulate and encooisce them by his 
kindly approbation. Such a vineyard as this, altnongh smml in 
itself, is a noble and important one as a commencement : the 
forerunner of rich AnstraUan vintages, which will hereafter 

" Id Bucliiinsl profuaion reel to earth. 

On my way back to Geelonc 1 took another road and crossed a 
■mall stream called the Morable, ascending along pleasantly at 
thefootoftheMorableHiUs. HereatFyau's Fordisa tastefnlly- 
boilt stone house, used as an inn, in one of the most romantic 

rta imaginable : the inn, veraudahed and terraced, with rocks 
ntit — with the not aldeT'Shaded bat gom-tFee-shaded liver 



n front, and a long, winding road-track seen for miles ascending 
the ranges, — make a verv pretts Idnd of Derbyshire picture ; I 
could have thought myself in Matlock Dale. 



I reached Oeelong in the evening, having progressed to and 
fro thirty miles. With the neighbourhood I had been mnch 
pleased, and with the locality of Geeloi^ itself no one can be 
ondelighted. The knoll on which Nor£ Corio is built over- 
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looldng its txm of the Port Phillip Bay, stretches out bold and 
hare, seven tnileB from Point Heiii^,proJectiiii; far into tlw inland 
sea of Fort Phillip. Sonth Corio is half a mile, perhaps, beyond 
a genlJa aacent on which stand alone the church and a caort- 
house ; the pleasajit moont wooded, gracefall; orerlookingboth 
SoDth and North Corio, the principal portions of Qealong. These 
knots of houses and Barwon Terrace also display many excel- 
lent establiahments, both town and sabarban. The country is 
nnooth, detightfoUy nndnlated ; and its woodlands are of the 
richest character, principally she^oalc This place is seconda:^ 
only to Melbonme ; has piogreBsed wonderfully ; and shonld this 
coontiy become more prosperous, mnst at no distant date almost 
eqnal its more fortanate prototype, the metropolitan city of 
Australia Felix. 



Perhaps Geelong was seen by me at its best, just at the races ; 
lOT the next day, when the bell rans to announce the departure 
of the eteamer for Melbonme by which 1 retnmed, all the beach 



KOing the nearest, most expeditions, and least expensive way 
nome again. Not only had the steamer store of gay passengers, 
bat the unaccustomed waters were enlivened with the sound of 
martial music, there being a band onboard. 

From Geelong to Melbourne by wat«r is between forty and 
fi%' miles. We aturted at seven, or were to have done so ; 
t^nchsd at Point Heniy to leave wool on board several ships 
Wing at anchor there ; and were at Melbonme by two o'clock. 
1 had been out nearly three days. 

On my way from Melbonme to Qeelong I had met many a 
large flock of sheep ; and, repeatedly ashing the question of 
wluther they were bound, received uniform^ one answer, " To 
Hk Melbonme Melting Establishment." Day after day, flock 
&ft«r flock, thousands on thonaands were pouring in from eveiv 
part of the country — sheep, and not only sheep but cattle — ail 
to one never-satisfied vortex, that leviathan devouter of cattle 
and sheep, the Melbonme Melting EstabUshment. Nay, there 
are many melting establishments in M^bonme, and at Geelong 
also. At one place in Melbourne, when t came away, they 
announced that they wonld alone melt dovra three thousand 
■beep per week. The reader will naturally inquire for what 
the fdieep are melted down 1 The answer must fill eveiy one 
with pain, that all this mass of animal life is sacrificed for the 
bt BolelT. So murderous a system did this seem, such a wanton 
waate of food — food of which thousands and tens of thousands 
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of onr hnngeriog kllnw-creatDreB wem dmtitnte— Boch a vkda- 
tion did it aeem of Qod'a muTersat economy, that aa I afterwards 
moved along tlirong)i the sheep diatricts, I do lonaei looked apon 
the diepherdfi and their flocka with pleasure : all the poetiy of 
paatoral life had died in me, it had &ded utterly from the conntry : 
the sheep-bella had a melancholy aud funereal sound. How 
different had been my sensationa and reflections on i^ way, a 
few monilu hefore^ towards the eaatetn mountaine I I thon^ 
not then of meltmg egtabliahments — I gazed on the pastoral 
vocation as a felidtons one, serving at once God and man ; ccon- 
mnnicating the goodnasa of one to the other. The flocks had 
their fleeces tinged more goldenlv by the r^ection of all tba 
good these, by their growth, hron^t nnto and diffnted amongst 
our kind, not only in their growth bat in their mannfactnre. 
Then there waa life, hntnan life, soitsined and bleased by 
increaied animal life and enjoyment, for food. A portion not to 
be contemned, not to be cast away wantonly, of the life of onr 
feUow-«reataree in that food. But I had uen no feeling, no 
haonting sense of this miaeiable waste : I only saw Qod'a good- 
ness in the immense increase and comfort of hia creatnim, 
moring on legitimately to fit ends — to man's good ; everything 
tendii^ by jast degreea from animal to intellectoal enjoyment. 
All that was now at an end. And from thia land, so blessed with 
aWndance of food, and so nobiessed with any inward prosperity, 
so aboonding in many reapecta, and so desdtnte in others, the 
people WMe fcat emigiatmg. They were mahing ont of it — 
some to Valparaiso — some to the Cape of Good Hope — and othen, 
net a few of them — and amongst Uiem oniselves — to England. 
It is a subject of sage and deep reflection for the statesman, 
how the Famished and the Food are to be brought together. 



THE OOLDEK FLEECE OF AtTSTBALIA. 

" Meanwhile, ere arts tnumphuit reach thdi goal. 
How bleat the years of puUinJ life diali roll." 

CUUBELL. 

It has not been all at once that society has becnne artificial. 
Men have not at fiiat^ without relncUnce, and lingeiingly, 
renounced the wild freedom of natare, the nnreetricted d^ien- 
ship of wood and heath, mountain, and glen, for aqnare walls and 
conventional hahita. How tenaciously do the gipsies, in the 
heart of civilised nations, cling to their ont-of-door waadeting 
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lifa ; more eutem iu that, than in iheir black hair, eyea, and 
olive complexioiu. The eutsni life lives in them ; and more 
inclement regions cannot chill it out of them. It cannot die^ 
In it glows the memotj, an impression descending from genera- 
tion to generation, of wajmer Intitndea, of a bUnder atmoBphere, 
of nnintemipted conunnnion wiUi the heavens and the earth. 
The^ bear about with thsm, dimmed and sallied, it ia tme, inti- 
mationa of the r^;ality of nature. We love to trace amongst 
them, mingled with mach that is wretched and rude, the eas^ 
and holidar qiirit (d nntoiling, nncaring, nndiackled, primiliva 
societ]>. Thej pitch their tent^, ^pear and disappear, as pleaaev 
th«n. We cont«nplate their mode of life with more pieaiore, 
■8 it is full of the youth of the earth's history : it haa more of 
the liberal dimenuona of the poetry of life ; and Is the nearest 
approach to the pastoral. It is not poetry that has given a 
cnaim to ^toral lifa, Do disparagement to Theocritus and 
Bloomfield ; it is the soul of that Kind of occupation that has been 
the inspiistioQ and the life of all pasltwal poetiy. 
. Greece, with its heroism, poetry, its gorgeous architectnre, and 
scniptm'e — the land of nm^ temples and stataes, with all its 
heaatiful old impenonationB, is lese oelightfol to ns in these, than 
wheu we fetch InxniioDS paatwal imagea from Tempe— &om 
Arcadia. 

Yet these are nothing compared with the pastoral poetry of the 
Bible. We see the patriarchs sitting nnder palm-ti«ea, or at the 
doors of their tents, and with them angel gnests. The pastoral 
is no longer an earthy voootion : heaven has descended, and 
the amplest is most dignified. At once is present to na all the 
plenitude of the most princely occupation : the whole land is 
studded with Socks of sneep, with groups of shepherds, and with 
camela. Perhaps they feed their flocks in Dotban, in Mount 
Gilead, or in Carmel ; whilst the Cedajs of Lebanon wave in all 
their stately beauty to complete the picture. 

Kor alone were these patriardial sages viait«d by angels ; the j 
waxed strong in the land ; they enlaced their worldly diKoiniMk ; 
they increased their herds and flocks abundantly ; they gathered 
onto thenuelvei gold and nItot ; mA became pnncea— the Others 
of nations. 

The land and climate of Palestine, both essentially pastoral, 
are felt most livingly in the pastoral history of the Bible ; and 
in a book, nmvKsally diffiised, lend a charm to every other pas- 
fanalccontry; most especially to Anstialasia, where the similarity 
of character is so striking. 

Whai we take this view of pastoral life and the poetry gf it. 
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no wonder that our artificial mode of existence should impel ns, 
wann with vonthfnl impulses, not only to yiait in imagination 
all time-hAUowed and song-hallowed old oaatoial lands, bnt 
actiully to emigrate half over the wide world, and to locate «Dr- 
aelves where such views of simple and natoral occupation and 
wealth may be realised. 

Alas, that the actual and the poetical are not one! 

Whilst Tudting the sheep stations within fifty or sixty miles of 
Melbourne, yon meet with nothing to unreolise your golden visions 
of the Kood fortunes and felicity of the Ansttalian pastoral pe<^le. 
Arormd you in many places extend almost immeasurably leve] 
plains ; and, perhaps, at the base of gentle bUls you find the elegant 
Terandahed, grasa-thatched, white-washed-wattle-and-dab abode 
of the pastoral settler. Neai it, with one or more flocks in sigh^ 
valleys narrowly opening, windine on into calm hollows, invite 
you. There, under what is caJled by the natives the shiac-tree, 
profuse of waving tresses, that sigh sedgily in the wind, yon niav 
teat yourself, bow codly, with a book. Here English andScotcn 
gentlemen are more closely secluded in a land that is itself a 
retirement, and enjoy with a freshness, seldom known in society, 
the most besntiM of our famous national literature. For them 
MUton and Shakspeare, Byron and Bams, have ning; and Scott, 
Cooper, Mitfordj or Austen, have for them woven the web of 
Dever-tirine fiction. Then how pleasant beneath such Aie» to 
read Vathek, the Epicnrean, Kehama, and ThaUba. 

At home the sc|uatters break&st early ; then a few hours' ride 
takes them to dinner, in congenial society, at the Melboonw 
club-house, to friendly chat over their wine,* or to read letters, 
duly awaiting tbem there, &om their home-Enslish or Scotch 
relatives and friends. I have heard of one of these gantl^nen 
shepherds, a magistrate of his district, somewhere in the nei^- 
bonrhood of Portland Bay, who, so little is be of the an«tM« 
justice, that he is frequently found playing on the guitar, snr- 
rounded by his fiock. Nor do^ he solely make the b^ mosicsl 
for his own mtification ; he declares that upon the sheep it has 
a tianqnillisfng and delightful effect. 

Surely there is nothing to rufSe the current of so much mral- 
seeming happiness. But what is this in a recent Port-PhiUip 
Patriot t 

* ChimpigBe, nothing lew ooittliily, nnca Sir Oamga QipfiC *iiioD 
of empty Ctumpogiw battlef, neyer usa by anjbod; ein, itmni for 
bnndndi of milea louDd Uelboonw. 
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SQUATTERS' MEETINQ. 

" The aqnatterg of AnBtnilia Felix will meet on horseback, 
Dpoa Batman's Hill, od the lat of June, for ths pnipose of 
fonning a Mutual Protection Society. From the iHonvf to the 
aeo-beach, from the mony mountains to the Olenetg, let no 
squatter be abeent.* 

lliis body of squatters is in a great measure composed of 
British gentlemen; men of nnsiillied reputation; of old and 
hononiable families ; educated too in our best schools and col- 
leges ; not a few of them have grey hur ; changed to grey whilst 
fighting year after year the battles of their country. Their 
actions do not for^ their ancestry, nor yet their indomitable 
independence of spirit. In these respects they belong esaentiallf 
to a people 

" la vhoM tiilli ii bong, 
Tlia umour of Ihe iniiniible knighti of old." 

The hill on which these horsemen were to meet is at the west 
end, and overlooking Helbonme : the most conspicuously beautiful 
elevation for milea, with ita graceful crown of ahiac-trees. It 
was once feared it would be desecrated, but was not ; for Sir 
Qeoige Gipps did not fulfil his promise, tjiat he would give it to 
the town of Melbonme for a botanic garden. It onsht to stand 
as it is for ever ; and young shiac-tjeea should he planted upon 
it as the others decline, and more especially if it becomes sainvd 
to liberty as Well as to natore. 



Detnnon there has been, and there is distress. Moat of tl 
oune out from their far-away lands, enconraged by the moat 
bscinating representations;* urged in some instances also by 
the tast wealui realised by fortunate home-returned Anstralian 
adventurers — to do what! Not themselves to return thus en- 
riched ; no ; but to make investments at the most unfortunate 
periods ; to give from twenty to thirty-five shillings per head 
tor flocks, that now, per head, wonld not realise five. And year 
after year have they Ungered in exile, stni^ling against adverse 

■ A tabls, in a Fort Phillip pamphlM, npiinled in London, makei 
it tftt in indiqinUble &c^ tlut a peraon ismmeucii^ iheep-kM^iiig 
in AuMnJU Felix with ;£60a, miwt uwrilabl; l>«, in ten jeaca' time, 
worth £13,000 III 
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circamBtaneeB, to be year after year leee wealthy dian when they 
left first, strong in hope, their Mends and coontiy. Snch was 
notoriooaly not a time or condition of things calUng for addi- 
tional taxation. It is true that Lord Stanley announced, some- 
time aao in the Honse of Commons, it to be his opinion that it 
wonld be well to try by a tax of one penny to threepence per 
head on eheep, to compel the sqaatters to purchase their loca- 
tions. True wisdom did not suggest any Buch eiperiment. Were 
the sqoatteiB left at their eaae a little more; were they to 
become a little more prosperons ; were their locations, by a mora 
liberal coarse of colonial policy, through domestic government, 
made more valuable to them, perhaps they might pnrchase them. 
Compelled they vrill never be. Gompolsion would drive them 
from the land ; they wonld transfer themselves, as they have 
pnbliclv declared, and their flocks, to the more fortunate colony 
of Sonu Anetralia ; or abandon, as others do, the country alti>- 
gether. There is no home-feeling in the laud ; snch as do not 

Slit Australia for Britain, Valparaiso, and the Cape of Oood 
ope, ore awaiting anxiously some great political chuige in their 
&vour ; are seeking some sure fonndalion for public confideiiM 
and gradoal jiroaperity, — never to be theirs in alliance with the 
middle district I 

As an instance of expectations, disappointed by pastoral Aus- 
tralia, let this suffice : — A young gentleman, who emtsrated from 
England to Van Diemen's Land in 1840, was advised by fait 
friends in that island, before he located himself there, to try 
iriiat conld be done in Port Phillip, then so famous as a scene m 
pastoral adventure. Over he came, and bronght vrith him twenty- 
one Merino rams, which, with the expense of shipment, &e., 
cost nearly, if not all oat, eighty poouds. He attended the 
government land sale, but bonght nothing. Then agreeing to 
join a friend and shipmate at a squatting station, he went ov«r 
to Van Diemen's lAud a second lime, to purchase a dtay, hoisea, 
and other reqaisites for their intended Station. The rams had 
proved troublesome enongh, having to be dressed for a disesae, 
the scab, which they are often liable to after being on shipboard; 
three of them were worried, and the rest were left in some 
bntcher's care at Melbourne. He crossed Bass's Straits three 
times ; and these, with the voyage from England, could not have 
cost him less than one hundred pounds. Men were hired, and 
driving the rams before them, oar squatter and his cavalcade 
went up by slow marches to the river Gbnlboum, seventy or 
eighty miles. The station to which they were bound proved, mi 
a second visitation, destitute of water, and the squatting sdieme 
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had to be abandoned. Before he leftched once mora MelboniDe 
he had lost all bia ahsep bat three, and of these he had cut 
the throats, and cast them away in the Bnth, as more merciful 
than leaving them to bo cbqged and torn to pieces hy wild dogB. 
Another Iobb he had b^ the way; bis best norae was drowned 
throngh attempting, whilst in the draj, to drink at a water hole. 
From the diay,iiito the eamebole, another loas, bis gon-case and 
a beautiful gnn were precipitated. The horse cost eighty gnineas . 
This miserable journey occupied six weeks ; and he was never 
undressed daring the time, bat slept under the dray. Vexed 
and dispirited, he had reeolved to dispose of his remuuing par- 
chases and embark for England ; when, accidentally meeting one 
of his sbip-frienda, he was persuaded to joia hiin at a aheep 
statioQ just then to be disposed of. There, comfortably locaf«d, 
be thought his ill-fortuue at on end, when there was another 
misery ; the cottage was robbed, a loss to htm of thirty pounds, 
and afterwards it was burnt down. He most have sacrificed 
Qeaiij four hundred pounds. 

None of these misfortunes were dreunt of in setting forth ; 
all was blight in the distance ; the mnbow of hope was bent 
before bim from hill to hill, ia the pastoral paradise of Australia 
FeUi. 

This was enough: still he was mora fortunate than hundreds 
of his fellow squatters; he did not purchase any shares in Sir 
G(eoigB Oipps's land lottery; to have doae which would have 
been utter min. 

Five years have elapsed since he bade adieu to his mother 
and other relatives ; and he has not regained the position, as it 
regards capital, in which be was placed when he first set foot on 
the Australian shore, that he might, by a ten years' voluntary 
exile, on returning to the land of his affections, look on the 
Aiture with con&dence. 

Amongst other serious miseries collisions take place frequently 
betwixt the shepherds and natives ; blood is shed ; and a black 
stain rests on the lustre of the golden fleece- 
Flocks are subject to thescab, and, if from New South Wales, 
to catarrh. Natives sometimes, at far-away stations, drive 
away the sheep in hundreds. Wages too are higher in unqoiet 
districts ; wool is sometimes in those districts also unwashed, is 
shorn and packed in the grease, and is nearly worthless. Then 
wages, generally, add no little te the expense in the growth of 
wool. And were it not for these things, through what a rade 
and almost impracticable country has the wool to be conveyed 1 
Much, too, of its golden lustre fades before the agencies through 
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which it has to pasi : merchantB, and wool-sorten, andmdctat 
in AoBtralia ; b^^tenge to the ship and freight to ^igjand; 
tJien merchant's commiurion in England ; dock doea, imd for 
" shewing samples ;* besides other expenses. These not only 
dim the loirtre, but eat deeply intn the fleece itself. The abntH 
sphere grows dinuner ; the wool, although admirably fine, ia adf 
tvool ; Jason here Bays good bye — tmd we look about ns in ywix 
for the golden fleece. 

Still, after all, what a goodly nght it is to see, as I have doDS, 
drays after drays, with their teams of eight or ton bnlliMi% tba 
loads of Wool eztiaordinarily laige and sqoare, coming from all 
^its of the land, to be laid down in Tast heaps on the whsA ' 
Then it is scarcelj safe t« go by the staamer in the woo) nc iWTij 
it so swings about with its euormons loads of wool. 

This product of the colony, if not so individnally golden in it< 
nature and results as it has been represented to be, is an incal- 
culably general blessng ; its vast importance is known, and erer; 
day more justly appreciated ; you feel at once that it is the haai& 
and must be for years ^et, of colonial wealth ; one of th« broaa 
and deep pillars on which the prosperity of Anstralia must reatt 



HOME-EETUBN-ANXIETY— ITS EFFECTS. 
National and local attachments exert evil influence on tbA 
prtj^mm and prosperity of colonies. The kind of people who 
emigrate general^, are not prepared by nature and habit to 
benefit colonizati(«i. Those who cherish strong local pr^a* 
dices, and in whom the affections have a libeisl empire, act with 
<me aim, unremittingly and injuriously, to new conntoies, 
"Wealth" is the watdiword, and " Return !" Adventurons, if 
not conscientious, they quit their native land as conqneroia, to 
come back laden with the spoil ; to leave nakedness — desidatiw 
behind them. PeraonoUvtherare abroad, bnt mentaUyatbonM; 
living, moving, and havmg their existence amongst their fdoids 
and kindred. The roots are the affections, the s^m avarica, the 
branches accumulation, aggrandisement. The rich man visits 
the rwion of speculation with temporary sonshine ; he steps 
forth from the clouds of its morning — 

" Flillering the mounUin-topi Kith MTereipi eyo." 

AH is brightness about him, every thing is tribntaiy. But tha 
gorgeous visitation is too good for continuance ; the radianoa is 
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vitlidnvm, and the muitte, caat on the earth from the chariot of 
the deporting Bplendoar, folds the land iu double darkness. 

The best prindples of ou nature, in expatriation, exert them- 
aelTOB to their own destruction. We moat fay all means, and in 
aU aeaaoDS, pnrsne, as the only tme good, wealth. We mnet 
render obtase and dim oar perception of what ia beantifal. We 
mnat degrade our moral feeiings, and over-task onr physical 
energies, to aaaist, to sabserve a caose that cannot be benefited 
by soch agencies. Good maj esact reyerence from eTil ; hot in 
«Til, in that root, is no nonrLshment ; nothing but death. 

What a lesson has avarice been tanght by Aostralia Felix ! 
The Dsnrieus, many from a distance, looked apon colonial inte- 
rest a» the fruit of a floorishing and goodly tree — the tree of life 
— productive abnndantly. It has not, however, proved a Enca- 
lyptoa-tree, dropping manna. Capitalists, who lent money at 
aa enoimoiis rate of interest in proaperona days, still cling to it 
tenaciooslv ; like the vampire, a death avarice, adding, by_ inor- 
dinate ana nnnatnral slakings of an nnwiae thirst, the living to 
the dead. 

A eoltmy tests etronglv homan natnre ; developes felly the real 
character of man. At Dome, old opinions, old habits, manners, 
and the hereditary customs of society, shackle, snatain, and con- 
tinne, aa lie was, the creature of circnmstancefi. The appear- 
ances of things are the pillars of his probity, the dome <tt his 
respectability. In a colony, a new arena, he is another bdng. 
The elements of society are oddly mingled aronnd him. Enno- 
bling example is aolitaiy, and thence weak. He begins to sns' 
t>ect hia own nature ; finds tiiat he ia dependent on himself 
iDdivldnally. The old world, its restrictions, its supports, have 
passed away, and tiiere is a new order of things. 

In penal colonies and their neighhonrhoods, the ur of the one 
mingles with the cither ; the moral atmosphere is vitiated ; not 
alone by a convict population, though that will do much ; by the 
genera of our species most prone to emigrate : the active, the 
eneivetic, the shrewd, the ancompromising stick-at-nothings. 

The observation is common, that such a person was very dif~ 
ferent at home, — home the general term abroad for one's native 
land. It may be true that he appeared such. All great changes 
act upon character. For of all changes, all revolutions, un 
greatest, and the most striking — yet, to the philosophical 
observer, natural enougb — is that of hnmaa character. 

Id colonies, men cast off all disguise. Consequently evei^ 
kind of monatrositjr uid villany display themselves in all their 
hidmau nakedness colonially. Honour appears contemptible 
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■illiness ; honesty, wenluieu and follj. So much so, that tbe 
teimB Yanhee, colonial, and ahaiper, nkve become sTnonymoaB. 

Much of thiH mmiMked avarice, dishoaestj, and mad leckless- 
nesB of character, ia attribntable hi home-Tetnm-anziety. 

The present time, and onraelveB, are narrow motivsB (or 
action ; and this ie another circumstance detrimental to colonial 
progrssa and prosperibr. Of the migratory specieB we build only 
for the Bunuuer, still thinking of antnmnal depaitnie. Oar 
objecia, onr ontlay, our efForts, and indotitry, are all circum- 
scribed by the ghort time ve intend, or have to remain in the 
colony. "Plant frnit-treeg I " "They would not bear fruit 
whilst 1 am here." This is the common snggestion and reply. 
" Onr dwelling, thon^ a poor one, will do for a few years." 
We do nothing without some reference to onr retom, without 
reference to a tpeeefy return, of some kind. It seems Uiat colo- 
nies, destitnte of historical and industrial wealth in the past, are 
also to be destitute of them in the future. By this narrow poli^, 
we neither do onrselves any good, or the conntry of our adop- 
tion. The groatest blesBings moat assuredly aie those, to them- 
•elves and the land, who come from the old country to the new, 
attended by friends and kindred. Who have in reality exchanged 
one country for another, Who allr themselTes to the new 
region as to a bride, tc abide with it for good and for evil. Who 
ibink less of gold than of the necessaries and comforts of life. 
Who look to labour for health and support, exclaiming with 
Timon, " some roots good earth : " although not, like bim, casting 
amy the glittering ore which presented itself instead. 

liiere was a time when in Australia such people and such 
indnstiy were encouiaged and rewarded by a pat«mal govern- 
ment with additional acres. That day is gone ; the dsy wherein 
it was more blessed to give than to receive. The Sxj of the 
rewarders ia no more, and we have the receivers — the utilitarian 
day in its stead. In this instance tbe change, as in many others, 
has been for the worse. 

Fortnnately,induBtry is self-rewarding. Statesmen or govern- 
ors cannot give us that. A motive they may furnish us witli for 
its ererlion ; oftentimes a delusive motive. No matter. They may 
tax tbe produce of labour more than is needed for its protection. 
They may add bitterness to the sweat of its brow. Slill it was one 
of tbe attendant beneficences that followed Adam from Eden. It 
is the parent of health ; the bestower of appetite ; the crowner 
with tbe honey-dew of sleep. It is blessed in itself, and in its 
consequences. Also Natnre is more beneficent than man, and 
gives with a freer band. We have no acniples, no self-love to he 
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wounded, no pride to be humiliated ; we receive gcnertmsly 
what she presents oa with liberally, tmostentatlonsly ; diiakiDg, 
SI at the louDtaiu of eternal beneficence, pore And iuvigoiatiiig 
waters. There U health and maulineSB in the draught. Our 
fellowa are our eqnala — eome of them ; Nature i> out gnperior ; 
we receive, therefore, her bleamnga from the hand of Ood. 



AUSTRALIAN POEMS. 

VERSE3 WRITTEN WHILST WE LIVED IN TENTS. 
CBBBB.T d^B iu Boroondara 
And in Morang have we spent, 



In the woods of Meriang, 

And beside the Yana river ; 
And in Woolert could we dwell, 

Beam or leat content fbr ever. 
Through the EncalypttiB shade 

Pleased could watch the bell-birds flutter, 
BlendiDE with soft voice of wateis 

The delicious tones thej ntter. 
Prom long tossings on the ocean, 

From the vovage vast and diear. 



ievoyag( 
Joyance find we in the wild-wood, 
Beat, by Yarra flowing dear. 
My 23, 1810. 



TO THE DAISY, 



Whbkob was the silvery gleam that came 1 

A daisy ! can it be the same 1 

— Some fairy from my native land 

For me this glad surprise hu planned. 

Of light and joy a sadden shower. 

Or never had I seen this honr, 

Onr real English dai^-flower. 
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Daily I meet some Bhape or bae 

That brings old timea Mfore me new : 

Some token of life's brightest hoDis, 

In Btreams and trees, in birds and flowen : 

The past is by snch apells onboiind : 

But never, ontil now, have found 

What made me feel an English gTonud. 

Of poeey thon favourite child ! 

First seen when Bome blest angel smiled ! 

O'er Britain scattered every whra« — 

But strangely solitary here — 

Tet bnoyant-looking, brisk and bold, 

That with like cheer do 1 behold 

Thy silvei raya and disk of gold. 

These mosses, ferns, resemble ours : 

These anndew, sorrel, apeedwell-floweis : 

Yet none are in all points the same 

Save thee, dear daisy 1 thee alone, — 
Thy crimson tips proclaim thee known ; 
At once we hau thee, all our own ! 
Now easy seems it to my mind, 
1 also mav a primrose find 
In some shy glen ; or it may be 
A cowslip nodding on the lea : 
All things are possible, it seems. 
To him, for wEom the fairy schemes. 
Whose waking hoars are blest as dreams. 
0, not miscalled the eye of day — 
Sweet Rowan of the Scottish brae ! 
Close stint at eve : with dawning light. 
Opening on heathy sammits bri^t : 
When first the cnmson streaks the gloom. 
That very tint dost then aasame. 
And sweetly blnshest into bloom. 
Flower of the dawn, and dawn of wing ! 
0, well may grace to thee belong 1 
By ancient bsids how blazoned wide — 
Arid how by Wordsworth glorified I 
And seen by Boms he could not choose 
Bnt crown thee with unfading hnes— 
Thon— loved of every sylvan mostf 1 
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In England thon art alwavs seen. 
On m^, on moor, on viUaee-preen ; 
In forest glen, on monntain height ; 
A common thing in common eight ; 
Bnt here, 'midst flowers saperblj dressed, 
Shalt than, and prized o'er all the rest, 
Become our cherished garden-gaest, 
Aostialian flowers I prise dot scorn ; 
liflt tiosa who in this land were horn 
Admire them, praise them, pluck and vesi 
On swarthy brow, in jet-black hair ; 
I never gathered them, nor knew. 
Where la child to maikhood grew ; — 
What have I then with them to do } 
Yet flowers hloom here of lorelieat dye, 
Where lOTes and rests the enamoured eye; 
Chast« forms, and tints of beanty rare ; 
Far these no fondness can I spare ; 
Of song they have no generous dower ; 
No life-long memory, homely power, 
Like tbee, our darling English-flower. 
Eatlern SiU, M^mtmte. 



THE NATIVE WOMAITS LAMENT. 
Wbbk he was weak and we were strong, 

The white man's soul was warmth ajid light ; 
With ftiendly smiles and gentle toogoe, 

He talked of reason and of right. 
He asked of ns in language meek, 

Where flacks and herds mi^t well a'Mde ; 
We led to river and to creek, 

Fui streams and pastures, green and wide. 
He heard the river-bird content, 

Peal its sweet bells along the wave ; 
He by the Yarr& pitched his tent, 

And to us wond'rouB food he gave. 
But now they rise on every hand, 

As clouds o'er heaven that move and spread ; 
They thmat our living from the land, 

And build their domes npou our dead. 
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" Gago *," the white man ciie«, " away ! " 

He pointa na, nor delays to push ; 
" We have no food for yoa to-day — 

Away, black Lnbia ! to the Bnsh." 
Now they are many — we are few, 

Stitl brightly shines the sun and moon : 
The white man wears an altered hue. 

Hie soul and &ce axe dark at noon. 
We wander o'er the weary plain, 

But rarely meet the fleet emu ; 
We search for food the wooda in vain, 

Nor ask who killed the kangaroo. 
The white man wanders in the dark. 

We hear his thonder smite the bongh ; 
The opoBfium's mark upon the bark 

We traced, bnt cannot find it now. 
The white man t«lhi tu where U> go. 

He tells OS where to torn and stand ; 
Where onr own creeks and rivKs flow, 

In their old freedom, through the land I 
His flocks and herds our forests fill ; 

A thouiand woods we wander through ; 
And hanger— yet we may not kill 

The white man's woolly kangaroo. 
0, sorrow ! weary little one 1 

O, helpless, and ill-Med child 1 
The food, the life, the land is gone — 

And we must perish in the wild I 
Aprii, 1311. 

TO THE RIV£a YARRA. 

Cbii:!) of the hills — the forest child ! 
Unwearied wanderer of the wild : 
Thou, Yarra. art a stream sincere, 
As ever soothed the poet's ear : 
Although by minstrel yet unsought — 
Unsung— unknown in hdlowed thought I 

' G»go — go, Lubn — wonun. 
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Not soon shall we forget how fint 
On as thy prinuJ beantv bnrst ; 
With trees of trunk and limb anblime, 
Aa they had grown from oldest time ; 
Woods over woods, imd hills &r seen. 
With knollg, and slopeB, and glens between ; 
Where Art had entered not— our way- 
Taking through endless forests grey : 
Where all we met was new and rare. 
And all we saw was good and iair 1 
But, Yoira, thou ait Weliei now, 
With clouds of bloom on eveiy bough ; 
A gladsome sight, it is to see, 
In oloBSom, thy mimosa-tree. 
Like golden-moonlight doth it seem. 
The moonlight of a neavenly dream ; 
A suniet lustre, chaste and cold ; 
A pearly splendour blent with gold ; 
Tlwt in its lovelinesB profound, 
The waters have a mellower aonnd. 
When Eto, fresh from the Almighty's hand, 
Moved gracefol in the orient land, 
And sladnesB, like a river, flowed 
On with her through that blest abode ; 
Light from her lirobs diffused — a fine 
Effiilgence of the touch divine ; 
Pure as an angel, and as fair, 
Sach blossom might she pluck and wear. 
Free-waving wide, ascending high, ■ 
And to the waters drooping nigh. 
There shows of myriad flowers a gleam 
Trembling in the (^assy stream ; 
Itfidst acuie dsams a golden ^ow, 
In the softer heavens below, 
Blent with clonds of purest snow. 
Oh well mav Yarra turn and stay. 
Well may eiie here and thither stray ; 
Oft torn, and fold herself to sleep. 
As loth to join the oozy deep ; 
Even like a maiden blooming bright, 
Who turns on home a lingerm^ sight. 
And, for the first time, leaves m tears. 
The home of love from eorliett yean. 
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In Booth, the whole wide vale is fair, 

And spicy rich Uie odoroaa air ! 

Flow on, Bweet Yarra ! time shall be, 

Shall happy Totaries crowd to thee ; 

And smiles of cnltured beanty hlesg 

Willi theirs, thy natural loveliueHS. 

These miams soon will disappear. 

Rude sheds which thy dark people rear ; 

Domea of a race tmcoath, forlorn. 

Wide-scattered by the winds of scorn. 

What* "or the good may do or say. 

Self-moving to a sure decay, 

FoBseBsing nothing to retard 

Of slighted arts the snre award, 

Thy ancient tribes will pass away. 

Others now seek thy floweiy bed. 

Here social life will bloom mstead. 

And cottage, hall, and mral farm, 

Will rise to cheer thee and to charm. 

0, Yarra, worthy highest place ! 

No more wilt thon reflect a race 

SquaUid in form, in aspect base ; 

Fair gills, from England's lovely land, 

Bright aa thy bloom will by thee stand ; 

And stooping low, thy waves will kiss, 

Liips pore as from the realms of bliae ; 

And m return wilt thon disclose 

Fwr browa, clear-seen in thy repose. 

Oar England's lily and its rose. 

Joy to thee, Yarra — be thon blest ! 

The weaiy come to thee for rest. 

Far England's cara-wom sons and daaghters. 

Sad ocean-pUgriiOB seek thy waters. 

And some of those who to thee flock, 

Are beings of earth's nobleHt stock ; 

Heroic, jnst ; who could endare 

Great sorrows that they might be pure ; 

That, in &e land they left, resigned 

Much — not the heaven-eiecled mind : 

Nor firmest will ; nor native dower 

Of moral and creative power. 

These with them bring their treasureB old, 

Stores of the BOol, if not of gold ; 
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And added unto thee shall make 

Thw, Yam, fomons fat their take. 

The Tweed is now a wondroni river ! 

The Ajrr &owa on in song for ever ! 

The Cam and Isis hare a. fame, 

With streauB of Oreek and Roman name ; 

And Thames', and Trent, and Onse, shall chttiin 

Wherever song the heart can warm : 

And, Yona, a Btrong heart hast thou ; 

For honouring wreaths an ample brow ; 

And hence in BtToins that will endure, 

Will poets sing thee, Yona pure I 

And hence the manly and the bir 

Will pace thy borders loosed from care ; 

And wine, and eong, and lover's tale. 

Will overflow with bliss thy vale ! 



OLD IMPRESSIONS. 
Nay — tell me not, the exile said. 

Yon think this land aa bir as onn ; 
That endless spring is ronnd ns spread, 

That bleaaingH nae on every h^id ; 
O, give to me onr country's flowers — 

And give to me oor native land ! 
Onr churchyard, vriQi its old grey wall ; 

Our chnich, with its sweet sabbath-bell; 
Oar villa^ fields, so gieen and small. 

The pnmrose in my native dell: 
1 see, Ihear, I feel them all- 
in memoiy know and love them well. 
The bell-bird, by the river heard ; 

The whip-bird, which surprised I hear. 
In me have powerful memories stirred 

Of other scenes and atraina more dear ; 
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No cottage enterer, shyly bold, 

No household bird in aeaaons drear,— - 

Is wild, ia silent : not the ume 

Babe-bmying bird of ancient fame : 
Where is the strain I woDt to hear. 
The Bong of msHet leaves and sere f 

0, call it hy some other name I 

1 'm tired of woods for ever green : 

I pine to see the leaves decay : 
To see them, as oar own are seen, 

Tnm crimson, orange, msset, grey: 
To see them, as I've seen them oft, 
By tempests torn and whirled aloft; 

Or. on some bland antomnal day, 
A golden season still and soft, 
In woodland walk, in garden croft, 

IKe silently, and drop away. 



Those scenes for which I bad no eyes, 
Where in the wild thyme bammed the bee, 

I now have rightly learned to prize ; 

To me in dieusa do they arise. 
With tenderest hues they visit me. 

Then t^ me not, the exile said, 

This land may not compare with oars, 
Though endless spring be ronnd as Bprmd, 

Thongb blessings rise on every band ; 
0, give to me oar conntiy's flowers, 

And give to roe onr native land! 

Bat more than all, the exile said, 
In this poor countiy of a day. 

Where rise the works of ages fled, 
Your halls and ivied castles grsvt 
YoDT ancient cities, where are tiiey 1 

Where live yonr sculptors', painters toil, 

That consecrate the meanest soil i 
Where, whither shall we tnm to find 
Man's noblest monuments of mind 1 
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The ii[RTit of this clime it tame; 

The aspect of this isceia cold: 
To bay and sell their souls tbej frame : 

The worship of the land ia gold. 
With these no sympathy may claim 
Om: ancient bards of mighty fame. 

Our statesmen, and our waniors old. 
By no dn!l ties of custom bonnd, 

In that sweet land which fiist I knew, 
A world within a world I found, 

And from this sordid life withdrew. 



d wide the realms of mind; 
And communed with the living dead, 

The deathless sages of mankmd. 
From ODt decay the springing flowers 

Rise hallowed in that northeni clime; 
O, what a place of birth was onrs, 

The lana of Memory and of Timet 



SONNET. 



Tastiis for Anstr&lian poets, loreliest flowers 
Fix sweet regards upon me : some with eye 
Seiions and thoaghttol ; others archly sly. 
Amongst them do I spend delightful hours, 
And marvel how unwearied Nature dowers 
With grace these alien wilds. Bine as the sky 
One KleamB, all beanty : one, of fiery dye, 
On^mes the snuset, and the sight o'erpowers. 
Others of lowlier aspect, look demure : 
Some calm as contemplation, and eve's star : 
Others, as infim^, are bright and pore : 
Many, more Inisfc, wear looks ot I*ove, or War. 
Even like the world of Men the many are — 
Vain, grave and dnll, conspicnoui, or obscure. 
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NATIVE LAUGHTER. 



The savage gtalka aloo^ the Iimd, 

And from him is ahrill Uaghter tofeed :' 
A cry that startles neai at huid, 

But Boon in &j off wooda is lost. 
How stTaoge such alien voice resounds, 

Deep ia the wild — across the flood : 
How hollow, joyless, seem the sonnds 

By his dark mates iiole understood, 
Ab if to mock him, in the tree. 

With peals of laughter BQcontrolled, 
The Jay, of fnn and frolic free, 

Outrageously ia blithe and bold. 



PBDIITITE NATIVE CONDITION. 



The mother and hei cl _ 
Move on : the Lnbra darUy sad, 
The Picauinny mild. 

Like darkness dim in look and lunb ; 

Not all devind of grace ; 
Though from Ood's image, majeEty, 

How fallen far this race : 
Alas ! here for the homau form. 

And for the human face. 
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TBLLAMABINE.* 
TnuiUiuuNB, thon lovelj flower, 
I Mw thee in a havpy hour : 
When fiiBt I ^uea upon iaj_ boy 
I uw Uiee with % mother's joj, 
MeQioa^t Qiy beanty on me smiJed ■. 
And bv thy name 1 caUed mj' child : 
And thence alike withjoy were seen 
Both boy and flower, Tanamaiine. 



Thiu, in thy Beason, tbon art seen, 
Sweet earthly star, Tnllamarine, 

Soother of many a weary hour. 

By monnt^n stream, in forest bower : 

I ^thered thee with choiceit care, 

And wore thee fondly in my hair. 

Wide wandering through the wood> away, 

Where with thy bloom the ground was gay, 

1 called thee then the " flower of joy," 

Sweet namesake of my darling boy. 

He grew : he flourished by my ride, 
Hatanghe gathered thee with pride ; 
Bnt, woe is me I in evil honr 
Death stole away my hunao flower. 

* " Ererj flomr I now He I inwgine (o be tlic lutdve'* flowei, Tall*m*> 
rioe ; nmply for ILii incident. A gentlemBii mentioned to me thU ■ 
beuitifDl flower wu in ia muod out eierTwhere in tlie fonati, uid he M 
Uut time wu & mlnonirj unongst Ibe nitivtw, ont in the Buih with iIkid, 
when one of tliB Lubna bad a little bof bom, whom aha aimed fotbaUj 
and Dktunlly enougb ifter tlie Ihen niuTemll}' prervling flower, ToUuim- 
line. The boy died jut >itben it could run ibont ; tnd the dltMn of the 
beretred mother vnj he inuigined tram the dreumttaoce thM ilie rften, 
in the moM perfect ibitrBetion, would teU henelf in lolittt; pUeca. where 
the, indicating inwmrd agony by outward ai^on, finquentl; in medlUtiTe 
laoodi rubbed with her finger arid thumb her templea until they dropped 
blood. The prsoediDg lines aie an Eugliih inniktion of her Ktrsw." — 



AUanULIAX POEMS. 

I wander in mj Borrow^ night, 
My BtaiiB empUed of its light ; 
Thon, flower of joy, art ch^ed to grief, 
Thy dewB, my tears aia on thy leiif 

Therefore do I behold in Tain 
Thy beauty : look on it with pain ; 
I see thee with an inward groan, 
BecsuM 1 look on thee, alone. 

All things my Borrow seem to share. 
There broods a sadnesa on the air ; 
Hiere hangs a gloom along the sky. 
My boy is dead, and thoa ehouldBt die> 

Now for the joy which long I had, 
The sight of thee mnetmake me sad : 



TnUsinaiine, a month or twun. 
Thy annual smiles most breed me pain ; 
Bat, blunt for me thy sorrows keen. 
Sweet flower of teais, Tnllamarine. 



TO THE DAISY. 

Mbets the miner casnal treasnre, 
Quick he looks for other store : 

At this unexpected pleannre, 
Bound me thns I search for mon 

Still, unlooked-for daisy, thon 

Art my sole discoveiy now. 

Years have passed since of thy kin 
One I in Anstralia saw ; 



Hope, with chance delights to meet. 
Made by hallowing n: 
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Thon dost bring as from tlie dead 

Viaans of onr English lark, 
Warbling blithely overhead ; 

And the bird uat cheers the dork ; 
In thoie seasons of delight, 
When thoQ wert in daily sight. 
When a boweir village laae. 

Copse, or dell, or(£imJn^ brook, 
Homely, well could entertam, 

As an ever-open book ; 
Fancy, feeling, thonghta which grew, 
HoQily, fed with wonders new. 
All an exile's KadnesB aeems, 

Bound thee, lonely flower, to brood : 
As if food of far-off dreams 

Sole sustained this solitnde : 
A< a tiatare far apart 
From home-happinesB and heart. 
Heart-reliance can be none 

Where no life-long mate is seen : 
Of the many left not one, 

Qeins of award like emeralds gieen. 
Waked by spring's benign regard, 
Meny masqaers of the sward I 
Were Qm little alien flower, 

That BO near thee neighboniing dwells. 
Out own cowslip, hoar by hour. 

From its pendent odorona cells. 
What old greetings wonld there nm 
To thee in the breeze and sun. 
Still its aspect brightena thine. 

For resemblance it displays 
To oar little Celandine, 

Golden star with gorgeous rays ; 
Whilst this violet, pink and bine, 
Seems an old friend in a new. 
Hence despond not — let ns cherisli 

Offered heart's-food far or nigh : 
What is garoered will not peritm. 

Whilst the " worahip of a sigh ' 
Fays the spirit to life's prime, 
Scenes and seasons yoked with time. 
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ALIEN SONG. 



Thoa he whom absence overwhelms, 

May UBg for everj l&nd and tims. 
With Oama went the LnBiaii baid, 

First Eastern India to explore ; 
He sung, and now has his reward, 

Cont«nned, neglected now no more. 
Tasso, immeiBed in dnngeon glooms, 

From friends and home-scenes pined apart : 
Yet still in vigorons beantj blooms 

The amaranth of the poet's heart.' 
The bird that ni^tl^ carols sweetest, 

An alien is in British bowers ; 
The first to come, to go the fleetest, 

And sings to cheer the darksome hoars. 
By alien streams sad Hebrew sages 

Their haips had &in on willows hung : 
Yet vibrate still through latest ages 

The mournful nombers which they song. 
In fields Si Bethel bright, or Haran, 

Caimel, or Seir, my being grew ; 
'Hidst floweiSBweetaa tbe rose of Sharon, 

Or lilies wet with Hermon's dew. 
Where woman's warmth and light are heaven, 

'Midst noblest shapes of manly mind ; 
To me a life enlarged was given. 

And earth's doU nature naif divined. 
For this, nddst Anstral wilds 1 waken 

Oar British harp, feel whence I come, 
Queen of the sea, too long forsaken, 

Qneen of the sonl ! my spirit's home I 
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Of all the noveltieB of tKe new Und, that which wu with na 
a malter of the greatest interest and curiosity, previom to our 
Mrival in tiie colony, was the kind of people and the condition 
in which we should find the uativeE. The coantry ftom the fint 
had not been located more than six yeara, and we thought that 
amoDgBt them yet would be found mnch of the ori^;inal simpli- 
city, wildneBS, and pictnresqaeneBS of their peculiar situation, 
nndimmed and nndiagipated by familiar European interconiee. 
In this respect we weve not entirely disappointed. With what 
avidity, iaua veiy childhood, had we tead and beard of all 
stnmge people of all strange new lands I and here we were going 
to come, for the first time, into contact with a race as strai^ 
and eingular aa any of them. In Melbourne they were first seen, 
and what a contrast did they pieaeut, so seen, witb the European 
inhabitants ! Already they were become, not only Gibeonites, hew- 
ers of wood and drawers of water, for the white strangers — thev 
were beggars ; and they swarmed aboot the newly-arrived witn 
great earnestness, probably finding that there their importunities 
had not yet produced the usual effect. Women in weir dirty 
brown bkulcet mantles, with hair in elf-locks, and bees flaming 
like a sunset, reddened, especially about the eyes, with a similaj 
eolonred earth, with ornaments of cane-beads about one of their 
ancles and on one wrist, and sometimes necklaces of the same. 
These creatures were at us first ; other women there were, in 
well-worn, tattered, and faded opossum-skin rugs ; their hair, 
too, grotesquely ornamented, and children with laem, the larger 
ones leaping and running about ; the boys naked ; the girls with 
a slight rope-fringe covering tied round the loins : otbei lesser 
brats were in magras, gipsy-like, at their mothers' backs ; and 
these came round us, wanting " black money," " white money," 
" bread," &c. ; others we saw chopping wood in kitchen-yards, 
white women giving them directions how to do their work. The 
men more leismely, more like holiday people, were stopping the 
settlers who rode through the streets to shake hands, and very 
cordially did the settlers shake them by the hand, and gave them 
money — white money, too. Loudly tne black fellows talked to 
tiie white fellows, and loudly laughed, also ; especially when 
they received a silver gratuity. A vast deal of English and the 
native language we heard the first few dsiya, chapped u^ toge- 
ther, and odd enough it sounded. At night, or rather in &a 
evening, we saw the women and children coming from the town, 
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loaded with Bheep'a-heads and feet ; and these the7 prepared to 
cook, is their way, by the river. They first cnt a qaantity of 
long (rrass by the water-side, dipping it in the water ; thia ther 
placed in a hole where some old tree had been blown, and on A 
kindled a fira. I sappoHed the process some aboriginal mode ot 
steam-cookery, but was not snre. No sooner, however, ynm 
the women and children comfortably despatching their sboep- 
ahank meal, than one of the lords of the black creation came to 
them, and enterinK the black circle, he dealt amongBt them & 
liberal gratuity of hlows with his waddy on fiiat one head and 
then another, every blow prodncing its effect of loud lament- 
ation. One poor woman^ on whom his blows hod bllea the 
heaviest, went thence a httle way, and sitting her down, wept 
bitterly. I thought before the scene wretched enough nativ^ 
rsll^, but they felt no donbt comfortable, mitil their blade 
" fnend of an ill fashion ' hod broken in upon their miseraUe 
happiness with deeper miseiy. Amidst all the wretchedness 
which he had suddenly occasioned, their black lord moved about 
with an air of the coolest indifference ; he first took np one vf 
the dogs, and then another, and toEsed them deliberately mto the 

ITiiB I saw from the opposite side of the Yarra. Not very fax 
off, but luckily &r enough from the tyrant, sat a young native 
woman, bngy tricking herself out in a cast-off print gown, given 
her by some " while labra," and making use of tite water as a 
minor. Ver^ great self-satiafaction and personal admiration 
was evident in the Uix and motions of the dark maiden while 
contemplating herself and her grand acquisition. 

Very soon we had an opportunity of witnessing in the very little 
boys, tne admirable dextenty with which they fling the bonieraii|;B> 
To our thinking the thrower was only sending the instnuoait 
al<nig the gronnd, when suddenly, after spinning along it a littl* 
way, it sprung up into the air, performing a circle, its eteec«nt 
shape spinning into a ring, constantly spinning round and TOOtkL 
until it came and fell at his feet. This adroitness a«toBidtea 
ns no little ; nor had the skill been acquired so early witltmt 
abundant application, and great natural freedom and elaitinty 
of limb. 

One circumstance that struck na as very peculiar was ths 
nice perception the natives have of the progiess of time ; tot 
without any general or individual time measures, they, by cnA 
nmnltaneouB movement, may be seen streaming from a hun- 
dred different localities to one centre of attniction, and that 
«very evening, arriving & little before sunset at the nativ* 
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eaompment. If the heavens are obscoTed they are ak exact, 
and know to a nicety in what part of the skr uie mm ii. Of 
loeUitiM they have alao aa nice a knowledge. When ont hunting 
in the fsr^-waj wild btuih Uiej will cast down a war implement 
<jr an opoatnm'mg at the foot of a tree, and after going heie and 
tfcen iridelj ahoat the forest, will letiini to the left article aa 
BBCwately as a pereon in a town wonld to hie own door. 

Wa 1000 had opportnnitieg of witnessing, first a battle, then 
k conohmj, or native dance. One day we eaw from our tents 
pe<q)le of all classes coming oat of Melbonme, crossing the pant 
abere and the ferry-beat below us, and all proceeding in one 
direction. We added ourselves to the concourse ; and soon came 
aman^ the trees, abont half-a-mile off, to the assembled war- 
riors and spectatoiB. The appearance of the savage people was 
wild and hideous, painted red and white, naked, with their long 
foiears, their bomeiangs, their waddies ; and with the women and 
cJnldren belonging to each tribe, two gronpi of them, each under 
a tree apart. There was mnch noise and stir on both sides. 
One warrior would snddenly start ont from amongst his com- 
rades, and going np rapTdly to the very front rank of the enemy 
alone, be uiere defied them, taunted them, ponred upon them 
Bcomfolly his utmost contempt ; and they, al! the while he was 
making contemptaons gestures and talking vehemently, were 
cronched in a row, sputtering with their lips, and tossing dust 
towards their defier. Then the some defiance was acted by the 
sdverae party. There was all at once a commotion and a shout 
—or ^ell rather — and then a bomerang flew, many following 
after it — and spears too — and shields were as actively used for 
defence as the weapons were for injuty. To witness this war 
hnriesqne there were nearly a thonsand of the Melbonme people, 
iriiilst of the natives there conld not be more than three hundred. 
Would to heaven all Christian wars were as bloodless! To 
bear the veils of onset and the sbouts of victory, and to have 
n tiie snifting panoply of dreadful strife, the fli^t of horrid 
**-onB, you felt pretty certain all must be annihilated. Slain 
n«ne ; wounded one ; one man was speared through the leg. 

Had I not seen afterwards other battles, 1 should have set 
this down for mere mockery. Thus they do not kill each other 
in open warfare, hut secretly and treacherously. This battle 
took place through the Port Phillip tribe having been over to 
Que Qoolbum, eighty miles off, and stolen away their lubras, 
thcdr wives, not railed gins in this part of AusUslia. One of 
the lubras resisted, and was killed ; the others were bron^t 
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We had Tinted tiieir firei nightly, and in the dajttme fh«y 
h&d visited aaxt ; for t^ey do not move Etbont &t all in the night. 

Major Mitchell's account of tiieir dwellings, inclined pieces of 
bark, open lidewayH to their fires, ia correct. There they lie 
about on grass, or on the hard gronnd. A white man lives with 
them in a tent, called the protector of the blacks: he has, I 
believe, a salary. 1 saw with him a native or two in his t^ft, 
Jacka-Jacka, the chief, being one ; there he sat, with an open 
desk, busily employed in writina, many sheets of well-inked 
paper Ipng before him. I troubled ^lim with no qnestiona, but 
■apposed him occapied with some account of the people, or, 
perhaps, their language.* 

The next night we witnessed their dance of recondliation, 
the eorroboiy. If we had been gratified by the war exhibition, 
with thii we were much more so. There ia something in the 
conoboiy unimaginably wild and grotesque ; celebrated as it Ib 
by night in the presence of vast fires ; Uieir duskv painted 
figmea mingling oddly; their wild gesticulations and nneontli 
Toiees, modulated to suit savage ears, in the strong glaring light 
and the dense darkness. 

Imagine fifty men of all ages dantung in males, first in one 
figure then in another; one old man, apart irom tlie rest, as 
master of the ceremonies, indicating their movonents by his own, 
■od time beaten b^ a group of women seated round a hnge fire. 
Movement and voice in most ontlandish unison ; sometimes slow 
and solemn, then rapid and shrill, and as suddenly ended, and 
sU hushed ! 

No pictorial represenlationa can convey any but faint nolionB 
of their movements ; either of \be battle or of the conoborr. I 
had read of them^ and seen them pictured : but, with aU nelps 
of a willing imagmation, they were beaten hollow by the reaHty. 
I shall not attempt a complete description ; let those who deein 
theDuelves equal to the task perform it. To us as much of tha 
charm consisted in the season and the scene as in the people. 
The wild duice, and mde accompaniment of strange moticats 
and aonnds, had a singular efEect, so strongly uded by strong 
]^U and shades ;— 

Swn bj " fluning fim, yMcb lit 
The dirkneM of die Kcnny." 

• Thi* ma Mi. Ai^tut Pioteetor Thomu, vldi whom I hvl ttM- 
wavda die plesaun of becoming inliiiutetr ocquiinted. H; nunuMi WN 
cmrect; but nnca I Uft the colonj lh> vhole of hil Intorotting jafcn 
hoTo been iteleiL 
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Qlimpeee of what wu seea will luumt tlie Mwl jetn after locli 
exhibitioDB. Yon hew the wild bodzb ; aee the dusk; movii^ 
fgnres ; the old bntutic trees rtandiiig round dvklv- in tlieii 
own deep shadows, their boles and nnder-boDghfi brigntened by 
the fires ; glistening eyes of dogs, and half-faces and forms fire- 
tinged : the bland moonlight and stars in their dark depths, 
contrasting tranqnilly above with the. smoke, fiamea and tu:ba- 
leuce below. 

Of the customs and saperstitions, of tlie natiTea of Port Phillip 
I shall only notice such as have for myself been fraoght witn 
interest, the result of my own ohserratioD, or }hat of my friends, 
bnt in no instance ^eaned from books. Their legends and 
traditions I have received with some eantion, knowing well in 
what kind of soil they have grown ; often planted there by 
romancing shepherds, and afterwards adopted by Ibe dark people 
as their own- 

The idea generaUy entertained by Ute blacks, that they at their 
decease go to Von Diemen's I^nd, and come back wbit« fellows, 
eri(pnated no doubt in this way. Buckley on his first appear- 
ance amongst them, the first Enropeaa they had seen, was 
received amongst tJiem as tbe re-^pearance of a native just 
dead, whom in every respect, except coloor, he closely re- 
sembled : was fully believed to be the very man ; was adopted 
by the dead man's friends and tribe, and called by his name, 
No doubt but the similsrity, fortonately for Bnckley, saved 
his life. Afterwards, when settlers streuned over from Van 
Diemen's Idnd, and the natives beard it mentioned, almost 
only, as tiie place whence the white people came ; and probably 
seeing manv others in person or feature resembling their dead 
relatives— tW they shonld have such an id^ is nothing singiilar 
or wonderful. Much more singolar and carioos ideas they have ; 
strange indeed is their notion of death, or rather that with the 
CousUnt and palpable decay of the human frame before their 
eyes, they have no belief m death from natural causes. All 
deaths they consider to be the result of accident, malice, or 
augic. When a death occurs, they decide that the deceased 
person's kidney-fat has been stolen away in sleep by some 
enemy, mded by magic. The body is tied up immediately in a 
lump, tightly drawn together, body and limbs, by strips of bark 
or cords ; and he and every kind of property belonging to him, 
sornpnlously and tupentitiously, war implements, hu waller 
wallart, 01 opossum mg, gans if he has any, even double-barrelled 
onee, ^though ever so nwhly valued, are broken ; and these, 
with the white and black mosey, in ^te of itching hands 
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longing to take it— eveiTtliing, in bet, ^oee with him into hit 

rve teligiouBly. Grav^j also is it whispered into the ear of 
dead man, that be may rest satisfied in bis grave : that hhi 
black friends will, withoat fail, avenge his death. And in eon-* 
■ideration of this arrangement, be is reqaested to lefrain from 
terrifying his old friends and tribe : that he mnst not hannt them 
with alien voices, or the foot-marks of strange feet about tUeir 
encunpmentB. The monmers wear Uieir white paint moorning, 
never washing themselves, even if months shoiud elapse before 
tiiey have performed (heir vow to the deceased ; when thev have 
tasted the enemy's kidney-fat, the tnonining ceases. This ia 
a miserable Bnper«tition, and caases a great deal of bloodshed. 
To discover in what direction the enemy of the dead is to be 
found, they take an insect, and observe in what direction it 
crawls — and that is an infallible indication. In that (jnarter 
they go, no matter how far, the first native crossing their path 
b the murderer of the d^, and in his tnni becomes the 
mnrdered. One death, even a natural death, thus becomes, 
throng isnorance and superstitions cnstwn, the canse of man^ 
tmnatural deaths. Another'of their inhuman and inhospitable 
superstitions, is that regarding strangers : how difierent from llie 
Jewish or Christian code, by which strangers are privileged and 
sacred people, " Thou shalt in no wise hart the stranger in thy 
gate." Immediately that a strange native is found by any tribe 
m their neighbourhood, all the people are in a stale of tnrnnlt^ 

Selling, and getting resdy their weapons of war for his instant 
estmction : for their belief is, that if they do not kill him, they 
will themselves generaUy, and most fctally, be visited witii 
dysentei^. 

' A native named Jackia Jackia, who for spearing a hdfer had 
been brought from the Murray and tried at the Melbourne 
assizes, but dismissed, as they almost always are, owing to their 
non-comprehension of our language or the forms of court, had, 
after being put in the riaht way for his own part of the country, 
by Mr. Thomas, turned back, and got into the hornet-nest of his 
enemies, and would then have been dispatched summarily with 
theirtomahawkBandspBars,hadnotthegoodoldchiefBil1ebelIary, 
more civilised than the rest, interfered, and broc^t Mr. Thomas 
to his deliverance. On Mr. Thomas's hearth, sitting with crossed 
legs before a comfortable wood Sre, his round black plump 
shining good-natored face, his bright jet black corling hair re- 
minded me, thus accidentally seeing him on one of my ninitly 
calls upon Mr. Thomas, what a good Man Friday he would have 
made. I imagined him to be tne veiy beau iaial of De Foe's 
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fictiiw. I learnt th&t a laUier romantic incident had jnat befbni 
occuned in the encampment. Jackia Jackia, and a Buter of liis 
who had been forcihly carried awaj in childhood, had uuez- 
peetedly met again after many years' separation, and hod inatan- 
lanfloualy and tenderly recognised each other. Jackia had tried 
to persi^e ber to return with him, bnt she declined, and 
wiaely, for most likely she wonld have been followed andkOled. 

It IB said that fear of evil spirits prevents the natives from 
moving about in the night ; and that if they are compelled to 
move, they carry fire as a protection. There are however excep- 
tions, for I have met parties of natives on two occasions duskily 
moving through the dark woods, fireless, and gliding stealthily ; 
we thus met and passed silently as ebadows. 

Of their traditions the moat novel is their creation. First, 
say they, a young man, along with others, " quambv along a 
beek," sat down in the earth, when it was " plenty dark." There 
they were, not merely two, bnt many people, lying or sitting 
nnnmsbed and half torpid in the ground, — this reminds ns of 
Milton's Limbo. SutKarackarock, daughter of the god Pongil, a 
kindly divinity, had condescended to " yanuina warreet," \mk a 
lone way to look out for them, to clothe them comfortably with 
good opoBsnm-rugs, of which no donbt she had great store. The 
Old Man, so they call Pangil their god, not unlike the Hebrew 
term, Ancient of Days, now held out his hand to " Gerer" the 
Son, and made him warm. When the sun warmed the earth it 
opened like a door ; and then plenty of block fellows came np 
ont of the earth. Then the block fellows " plenty sing," like it 
white fellows " big one Sunday ;" which means that a day is 
kept sacred like onr Sabbath, in commemoration of the creaUon ; 
tile dance on that day being of a peculiar kind called goygip ; 
at which time they corrobory before images carved cunoosly 
ID bark.* 

For a long time after the creation, in the winter they were 
Terr cold, for they hod no fire ; their condition as it regarded 
their food was not better than their dogs, for they were compelled 
to eat the kangoroo raw ; and to add to their misery, the 
whole land was full of deadly snakes and goonos ; but good 

Karackarock, 

focBskethem, „ . , .... „ , 

much of a "big one gentleman" to do any thing but carry his 
war weapons ; whilst Karackorock, a native divinity of the tras 
feminine sort, a worker, came a long way armed with a long 

■ The frontiBpiece repretenti b, corroloiy of thii chuacter, 



=,Coo^lc 



192 THE ABORISINES 0? PORT PHILLIP. 

staff— native women cany sach — and with thia she went over the 
whole land killing Uie reptiles ; bat inst before she had killed 
them all the gtaff broke, and the kind did not all perish. ATiseir 
there was in the breaking of that weapon, but there was also 
mercy, for Karackarock had so warmed it as well as herself 
Willi SDch a great slaugbter, that when the staff snapped there 
came out of it fire. Fire they now had to wsim themselves, anfl 
to cook with. Their condition was much improved, bat did not 
long continue so, for Wang, the crow, a mjsterioas bird, reg&rded 
as Buperstitiouslj by them as the raven amongst Thor and Odin's 
worshippers, watched his opportonity and flew away with it. 
For a long time they were aeain in a most sad and tireless con- 
dition, until ever kind KaracRarock learned their state, supplied 
their wants, and they have never since lost it. 

Of a great flood they speak that rose above the highest trees 
and hills ; and how Uie natives wpre some drowned, and the 
rest, for a great wind blew, were canght up by a whirlwind to 
another similar country above them. When the flood subsided, 
there jumped np out of the earth, trees, kangaroos, and opos- 
soms — every thing. The old race, the autedilnviaES, became 
stars. Amengst them were Pangil, their principal deity ; Eaiack- 
arock, their female Prometheus; TeertandTeerer, sonsof Ptingil ; 
Berwool and Bobinger, son and daughter of Punsil, the first pair 
who dwelt on the e^lh after the flood, and m>m whom the 
present race of natives are sprung. Wang, the crow, also 
became a star. 

Pun^ was still, notwithstanding his deification, and stelMca. 
tion, bodily often on the earth ; Dnt the coming of the white 
people was franght with min for him as well as for his black 
children ; for the god of the white people, was in like measure 
with his white children, more powerful than Pnnril ; and 
strictly ordered the old man no more to wander abont the earth, 
which was no longer his, but to get himself into the ground. 
There he now is, and the white man's god does not permit him 
to eat or drink, not even to Eonoke, neither is he allowed to sit 
or stand, but most evermore lie down ; still in his abject con- 
dition, if he has any stomach for it, to solace himself in hia 
darkness and many griefa, he is at liberty to sing a little. 

ConrtsbipB and marriages are summarily despatched amongst 
these people, there being fewer words than blows. Most of the 
Inbras are stolen, knocked down with their waddies, and dragged 
away from neighbouring tribes. Some of the women, ngly 
enough natural^, are rendered more unsightly by ill usage. 
Sometimes they get murdered throng attempting to escape, and 
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B,t otlier times jmt live od only, in tlie moat battered condition. 
The ceremony of knocking oat & front tooth on the admission of 

S youth to tiie importaat rack of manhood, ii in aome tribes 
practised, hot not universa]!;. 

The funeral rites and ceremonies vary very much — are almost 
aa varioaa, in fact, as the languages of tue different tribes. Some 
cover the dead with boogbs, others with stones, and again others 
bum them. The Yana, Gioolbom, Barraboul, and Port Phillip 
blackiB bniy them. The Mount Macedon, King's River, Ovens, 
and Murray River, and the blacks to the W. and S. W. genendly 
burn them. After the flesh is consumed, they collect tbe bones 
and pat them some beiffbt in the hollow of a tree. That they 
do sometimes consign Uie dead decently to tbe ETound I once 
had evidence. Strolling pleasantly along the bends of the 
Yam, in the Government Reserve, formerly occupied by the 
mounted police, two miles from Melbourne, I came unexpectedly 
on the grave of a native. That there was such a one I bad been 
told by my friend Mr. Jones, acd was in his company to have 
visited it, when he was called away nnexpectedly to uie distant 
aboriginal station of Nana Nana Warreen. 1 looked for it 
alone, unsuccessfully ; now unsought for, it was before me. 
There was a small mound of earth about a foot hiah, circular, 
gently ascending and nicely rounded at the top ; the soil bare 
and patted smooth. About five feet &rom the centre of the grave, 
circular also, was a slight elevation, and in it, driven at short 
iDterrak, stakes five feet high, and twenty in number. The 
small neat mound, the circle snirounding it, and the circular 
though rude inclosuie, bad a very simple, graceful, unostenta- 
tious appearance. 1 was pleased with the situation ; ita selection 
was made in very good taste. Tbe grave was onapoinl of land 
nearly encircled by tbe river ; the mnrmuring water, and the 
blight sunshine, chequered by the foliage above, mingled together, 
to eye and ear very pleasantly. It was a place or deep wood- 
land quiet, to which the occasional notes of tbe beO-bird, added 
a atill deeper sense of seclosion. The banks on the opposite 
aids of the Yarra rose steeply up to a great height, rounded and 
divided into pleasant slopes and bnolTs and ^ens, all tenderly 
greened by tbe spring rains ; it was a delicious spot, and worthy 
to be the resting-place of a chief. One of tbe stakes had fallen 
to the ground ; Itook it up and replaced it reverentially. The 
^ot was sacred, thoogh nnconsecrated ; for it had been dis- 
trngoished from the snironnding wilderness by human solicitude, 
it may be by affectionate hands, and was dignified and hallowed 
by the dust of man. He was a misemble savage, it is true ; each 
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& one M has been shot withont ceremony or remoTBe, perhaps hy 
his whil«, Belf-complaceat, more mtellieent fellow-crealOM. 
Perhaps, too, he wai a canDibal, for mo«t of them aie ; jet who 
kuo«« if he might not have been 

" unto tho meuore of ttie light ToncbsBfed," 
flowing on like his own river, in the old hereditary maunw, 
bound bj natQral laws, with impassable bairiers and UmitatioDS, 
a &r nobler being than many who ignaRuitl}r contemned or inJDi«d 

Rest to fail ubM — to hit qiiril pace- 
Women and children are, if bnried at all, dismissed nncere- 
monioDslj. 

When one of the natives has murdered another, he is adjudged 
to die, unless by his skill he con save his life ; far a ceitun 
number of spears are thrown at him, more or less accoidioc to 
the rank of the person murdered. Here, as in their wars, the; 
generally prove skilful enough to come off nnhnrt ; yet certainly, 
looking at the narrowness of the shield given to them, they most 
possess great bravery, presence of mind, and dexterity, to defend 
themselves. 

These people are not at all intellectoal ; yoa will never find 
amongst tnem any poetical gem like this, picked np by Clapper- 
ton amongst the Amcans— a kind of dirge for some ctuef — 

Ha u dead, he u dead ! 

Hie heut wu u Urge as the deeert : 

He waa as the moon 

Amongst the little stan ! 

He ia dead — he is dead T 
Still, like the American Indians, although on a mach inferior 
scale, they are an aristocracy of nature, nobles by birth and 
habit ; that is, the men : they make war and orations, bnt most 
not degrade themselves by any kind of physical labour. The 
women — tieir peasantry, Oieir slaves, must busv themaelTes in 
ordinary tasks, and in domestic drudgery, whilst the lords of 
nutnre must be dignified and erect, eager in the stir of battle, 
voluble at the council-fire, or active in the chase, Alas for the 
miserable women ! more slavish, abject creatures there cannot 
be in any land. They often procure food through great hard- 
ships, to have it torn from them by the men. Often, when (ha 
lord has satisfied his hunger — and his hunger is something— be 
flings the bone to the lady, which falling at her feet, sometimes 
becomes her property, but much oftener, if he looks sharp, the 
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dog's. Yon wMom see the msn caiiTiiig anything, save hia 
inplemeDts of warfare ; no biimock or basket, no mogra or 
benn^, no net or bag : their beast of burden is the labia ; she is 
oftentimes loaded heavily — the piccaninny slnng gipay-wise at 
her hack, carrying, beside it, & bag of food, and in addition, ofl«n 
the gentleman's gun, and even his pipe : when yon see a man 
loaded, yon may be anre he has no labra. The men move about 
mngly, or in small companies. Earned with spears and waddiea, 
&c. Wherever yon see soma fore-running, long, tank, Bhaggy, 
starveling, wild-looking dogs, such as are to be seen nowhere 
else in the world, the lubraa are near at hand. Yes, there tbey 
are ; and what can be more evident of their being the gentl^ 
and kinder sex 1 for the dogs, few of which ever follow the men, 
are seen in scores running before, or circling round them. What 
a eight it is I the gannt creatures, part terrier, part bulldog, with 
something too of both the wild dog and greyhound in their com- 
position. Then the women m their waUer-wallerts, opossum- 
skin mantleB, or wrapped in dingy grey blankets, each armed 
with a long thick staff ; their hair long and jet black, some of it 
curling beauUfally, and grotesquely oiiiament«d with kangaroo 
teeth, and the feathers of the cockatoo. 

It is a pleasure to me to learn from themselves the namea of 
the natives, men and women. Mostly, however, all that yon 
can get from them is the name they have adopted ; hononring by 
the assumption such people as Mr. La Trobe, Captain Lonsdale, 
Mr. B)rrie, or De VUliers. It would sound oddly enongh to 
hear that Mr. Id Trobe had beaten his wife, and that Captain 



r dinner. The black La 
Trobe is not mnch of a governor, and the other's treasmv is in, 
most likely, a sorry condition. The women are all Kittys, 
Sallys, Maiya, &c. ; yet their native names, when they will tell 
them, are not inel^ant. I one day met a black and two Inbraa ; 
the mui articulated his name in a way that I could not nnder- 
etand it ; the names of the women were, if I rightly heard them, 
Bligana and Torticalla. The old man, large-umbed and ^m- 
fooed, would have made a good Neptune if ne had had a Indent 
in his hand instead of his fishing and fighting spear. A capital 
Flnto and Proserpine might be found amongst them by any 
historical painter engaged on a work reqniriiig the Greek divini- 
Hes ; but I am afraid not one that conld represent Diana or 
Minerva ; and for Venns, ye gods ! he must not come to 
AostiaKa. If she arose ftom the ocean-foam, it was not in Baas' 
oS 
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Strata, nor was it in Anetralia tlut she landed. The Greeks 
w«re right ; it was in Greece or Eden that she was fint seen, 
and instantly Love became a liTing Rod \ No : Beaaty, in its 
divinest eartiilj shape, if it is jet 'a liTina presence of the 
earth," maitt b4 sought in Engluid, where it nnsheB, with peail 
and rose, ancient and veneiable halLa, and not seldom, cottages. 

I have neyer seen more gracefal fignies than many of the 
Anstralian blacks ; the men, soma of them veuerable-Iookinx, 
with quite Roman-like nobility of contour ; bold, strong, well- 
lounded limbs, and fine conntenancea. The lubraa, as I have 
said, are not very beantifal ; many of t^em are wretchedly put 
together ; and must, 1 think, in some Amazonian battle have 
knocked one another to piecea ; and on selecting their limlw 
afterwards, have ran away with the wrong ones. Anything more 
droll or ludicrous cannot be inugined than are some of them ; 
large-bodied creatures with two very lean mop-stick legs ; then 
luxe Battisb round heads, vrith botUes and legs like a pole, and 
vitn scarcely anything to hide their grim nndiapeliness. There 
is no necessity to go to Tartams for a Foiy : more wild and 
&ntastic heada of hair, in elf-locks pomatamed with earth and 
whala grease, were never seen. Fear, Hate, and probably 
Revenge, would, meeting with these people, wish to change heads ; 
whilst Faniine moat seek her connterp^ amongst the dogs. 
There are, however, exceptions ; there are, we must admit, some 
not exactly handsome, but rather pleasing-looking women. Both 
men and women, lords and their slaves, are, thongh lamentably 
situated, and low as human nature can descend, human creatures 
— of the same, I am convinced, origin with odt race ; firm as 
marble to retain their old freedom and habits, and soft as wax to 
take the impression of what there is degrading and demoralising 



standing what there was ^ood in the design, been, and mnst 
continne to be, fraught with mischievous resolts. It is in foct 
uming one tribe of natives against all other tribes with whom 
the^ are at enmity. No native will let slip the opportunity of 
kilhng wild black fellows— Uiose of other tribes. These native 
policemen, on horseback, and furnished with guns, are dreadful 
enemies to the other wooden-weaponed natives ; and they know 
how to make tbeir position terrible. A child belongii^ to a 
settler in the Portland Bay District was carried away by the 
blacks and murdered. The native policemen scoured all tltat 
part of the connby, commanded by Captain Dana. The mnr- 
deren, if tliere waa more than <me, were, it was thought. 
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dUcovered and shot, for four deaths of natives wei« reported in 
the newspapers. It is veiy probable that the nkurdeted child 
was avenged seventeen to one ; for a native policeniaa connted 
by the evening fire, apon his fingers, the nnmber each of them had 
killed, and they omonnted to seventeen. Mr, Willi's hnt^keeper 
and shepherd were killed on the Edward, 200 miles op the 
coontiy. The native policemen went within twenty miles of 
that neighbooihood, and killed many blacks, bat it is doubtful 
whether any of the depredators. Another Lord Olenelg is needed 
le originate a, more extensive, economical as possible, but much 
more general protectorate, and to do what he did not — see it 
thoroughly enforced. Peihaps the natives of Port Phillip will 
have jnstice done to them at the same time as the other inha- 
bitants, when Australia Felix is not the only Australian eolony 
withoat a domestic government. 

A great deal of nonsense has been talked about the aborigines, 
as it regards their social and moral condition. Had they been in 
a more civilisedstateitwoald have been singular; for no country 
on the face of the earth yet discovered has been so destitute of 
the means of fiied residence, com and fruits, for the laca3iaation 
of a people. It ia easy to call a native a fool for not providing 
himself with a house, bnt it ia not ao easy to famish him with a 
fixed maintenance. It is not all at once that even Enropeana 
can change their own fixed habits. The mode of life of the 
natives of New Holland is the natural result, age after age, of 
the one compelling necessity of roaming orer the land in search 
of food. The blandness of the climate, too, tends to perpetuate 
such a kind of existence. Their desires are simple as their 
food, and eaailv satisfied. Had " God's blessings," to use Richard 
Hooker's words, grown ont of the earth more abundantly ; had 
it been at all a land of com and oil and wine, it might have been 
otherwise. Its indigenous fruits are few Mid contemptible. The 
dwellings of the natives are such as would naturally result from 
their wandering life. In one instance only was a tribe found in 
Port Phillip with better abodes than common, and that was at 
the Scrubbv Creek, in the Portland Bay district, where they had 
constructed hive-shaped Hottentot^like dwellings, because there 
they could make fish-dams, and partly subsist on fish. Yet it is 
doubtful whether they lived in Uiese houses more than one part 
of the year. These people, through some squabble with the 
settlers, were dispersed, and their homes bnmt, All attempts 
have, in a great measure, foiled for their civilisation, because it 
has not yet been tried in the right way; nor will ai^ good be 
produced amongst them extensively, until they are expelled 
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from all towDB, have good locations asngned tliem, and a legslar 
sappier oi food. With this the task will be difficult etum^, 
bat without it akoost nselefls. Of the two aborigiDal Btations, 
the ODO at Narra Nsira Werreen is at one time of the ;ear 
without wat«r, and, coDgeqnentlj, everybody has to abandon it. 
How absnrd to fix on sncb a station I Bat of conise anytliing 
will do for the natives. Often, when the AsBistant Protector 
haa thoneht that he was aboat to make some iminession upon 
^em ; mtea he hoped theie might be a chance of fixing them 
aboat bim, and of getting them to do some kind of work for 
their own benefit, on an eTening a wandering individual or two 
of the tribe have dropped in from the distant town, with the 
intimatioa that at Melbonrne there was " plenW flonr ! plenty 
beef ! " and the next morning not a native has been left m tha 
^icampment. 

Lord Olene^, mnch to his bononr, despatched from England 
four Pratect«tB of the aborigines for Aastralia Felix, and assigned 
over theae fotir, a fifth as &iel Protector — a Mr. Robinson, then 
resident at Flindeis' Island, and well known for his services to 
Van Diemen's Land regarding its aboriginal fetmle, consequently 
a man well fitted by experience for his office. Thiswaa in 1838. 
Of these foor asMstants, one of them, Hr. Dredge, considering 
the case of the natives hopeless, conscientionsly resigned : 
another of them, Mr. Seivewnght, was dismissed ; Mr. LeseufiF, 
a person appointed in the colony, was by colonial authority a^ia 
dismissed. Thus the proteotorat labonrs devolved upon Mr. 
Robinson, the chief, and his two remaining assistants, MT.Parker 
and Hr. Thomas. The field was wide, and the laboorers, to say 
the least of it, too few. Had it been possible to collect together 
the scattered tribes, and when brought together, could they hav« 
persuaded them not to murder eadi other, the task would have 
been worthy of the wisdom which generated the mission, and irf 
the really excellent persons who undertook, not exactly to do 
that, bat to do sometlung. All, conseqnentiy, that the Protectors 
coald do, was to locate themselves, each of them, in di&rent 
parts of the country, with a few friendly tribes. For the others, 
whites and blacks, where were the Protectors 1 Lord Glanelg'a 
instructions to these Ptolectois were admirable — were, in fact. 
Christian ; bnt means were not accorded to cany tbem into 
effect. In the first place, the rights of the natives were io ho 
protected. What rights the natives bad, the Protectors fonad it 
very difficult to determine. The whole conntiy w»a claimed as 
the property of the crown ; thus they had no ngbt to the ItuKi, 
over that for its sale, or to let it ; four officers of the goTeramtrnt 
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weie a^^inted, called CoromissioneTs of Crown-landi. Big^t, 
the abonginea had not, in many a loc&lity, to drink at Iheir awn 

rivers. To eat the; bad a right, if there was snScient food left for 
them by the thonghtless and wantoDly wild-game-killing settlera. 
The aborigiiiee in tribes, veiy small tribes, and even gettinc 
■mallei, are to be found wherever there are creeks and riven ; and 
en these creeks and rivers good cnltivat&ble locations, fitted to 
Uieir nombera, shoold be set aside for them. To ^ve them 
something aa tbeir own, nonld be one means of originating in 
them the idea of property, and they tlien woold have some ricbta 
to protect. Still there would be a great deal to contend wil£ in 
tbeir dvilisatiou, where old habits, more in them than a second 
nature, an indolent, mgcompeUing climate, and absence of their 
former food, constiain them to dwell as beggars amongst the not 
always very pore civilised, 

AU that Mr, Thomas, in the neighbonrhood of Melbonme, has 
been able to do, has been by constant residence amongst them — 
what his ofBce imports — to affoid protection — to defend his 
charge from personal injoty — and to impress npoa them the 
necessity of respecting the property and peraona of onr race. 
The almoslr cbild-like simplicity of manners by which Mr. Thomas 
is characterised, an3 his goodness of heart, have fitted him in an 
ejtraordinary manner for his office. Well, indeed, may the^ 
call him, whose hand and heart are never dosed against their 
necessities, in their own language, Marmon Arter, or tlie Gtfod 
Father. Still, with the most devoted anxiety to perform his 
duty morally and religiously, his situation has been one of the 
most tiding descripUon ; to concentiat«, to localise Uiem, he 
conld act be expected, vrithoat a fixed provision for them ; and 
it was hopeleas to attempt their amendment in manners or 
morals, whilst there was daily intercourse with the most dissolotA 
and immoial of the white people. 

Mr. Parker at the Lodoon Station, at a great distance from 
Melbonme, waa better ritnated on thia and other accounts, and 
consequently succeeded better. What he has done we vrill onote 
from his address at the Wesl^an miadonary meeting in Mel- 
bonme, Oct, 1843. 

"My first business haa been to concentrate tlie natives, to 
indnce them to forego their wandering habits, and employ them- 
selves for their subsistence. To a great extent I have succeeded 
in these objects. Dnring the year 1641, the average number 
daily prsaent throughout the year, at the station under my 
cbaq^ was 100. In 184S they amounted to llfi. In the cur- 
rent year it ndg^t be still hi^ier. Sometimes aa many as 300 
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were pretent, at other tim«s a smallei Dumber, bat the staticm 
had never been whoUy deserted. Then as to the poasibUi^ of 
indaciiig ihem to give up their wandering habits, 1 maj itatB 
that vhth considerable labour I made Tip for the govenun^t S 
TNMnt of the time apent at the atation by the Jiftj or axty men 
who are coneidered a« properly belonging to it, and 1 found that 
the whole of them had reaiaed more thaii nx months out of the yoi 
at the station, and many of them nine and ten months. 'Imit 
&niiliea would of course be with them. These people have beea 
tanght to cultivate the grotind, and to raise agncnitoral produce 
for their own consDroption. They have this year reaped a 
splendid crop of wheat ; they thre^ their own com ; gnnd it 
into flonr ; make their own bread ; and the colony will no hMuer 
be at any expense, for my diatrict at least, for tne staff of life ; 
bnt I will not dwell upon the mere secnlar part of my work. It 
will be more interesting to yon, to advert to my efforts for the 
religions caltare of these onfortanato beings. For, thongh my 
office is purely secular, it was distinctly ondeistood, when that 
office waa conferred upon me, that as opportnnitiea wonld be 
presented of impwting religions instmction, it was expected 
tikat those opportnnitiea should not be neglected, and I trast I 
have not forgotten the Tesponaibility 1 am under, not only aa an 
officer of the government, but also aa an accountable cteatnre to 
Ood. I have endeavonted to teach the people under my charge 
to reverence the Sabbath. They attena divine service, and at 
every opportonity of the kind are addressed in their own tan- 
gna^e on the jreat truths of the Christian faith. They uppeax 
to listen with mterest ; and it is really affecting to hear some of 
their replies to the questions which I occasionally put to them 
in the conne of our public worship. ' We are very stupid ; 
black fellows are all stupid ; they never heard about these things 
before ; white fellows are not stupid ; they read Qod's letter ; 
tell u» all about Qod's letter.' By God's letter they mean the 
Scriptores. Yon will ask, what are the results of Ml this 1 I 
cannot, it is tme, tell yon of any decided converaions. Diving 
into the depths of their wretchedness, I have not, aa yet, beea 
able ' to bnng up the gem of a human spirit. Hashing with the 
light of int^ect, and glowing with all the graces and virtues of 
the human cbancter ;' but 1 think I can mark a restraining 
influence among them, resulting from these inatructiona. Yod 
may travel for fifty miles or more around my station, and 
acucely meet a single shepherd with a gun in his hand. Life 
and property are secure ; and for a long period no outrage has 
been committed, and no aboriginal blood shed." 
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This is BO &r good. Mr. Parker has performed his Aaiy to 

the joversment and hU kind faithftilly. We will listen to 
Mi. Tuckfield, and leam what has been done hy the Wesleyan 
miaaion at their ntation at Bontingdale, in the Oeelong district 
This misBion tried at first to collect and localise the Tarioaa 
tribes ; bat thej fonnd that concentration could not be effected, 
tiuen being opposed to it the deep-rooted antipathies and snper- 
stitions of these people. Thus thej were compelled to settle 
down with one tribe, and two doilies connected with it by mar- 
riage. This, all who know anything of the natives, admit to be 
the only method. They must be civilised and christianised 
separately, tribe by tribe ; then should they amalgamate, and live 
peaceably^ together, their good example ma^ exert some influence 
on Christian Enrope ; nay, should uiey still quarrel and fight a 
little, perhaps we may tolerate it, unless we expect them to be 
better than ourselyes. 

The Key. Mr. Tuckfield says, " The temporal department 
of the mission is in a tbit prosperous state. This year there 
<irill be fifty acres of this fine soil cultivated witli wheat, pota- 
toes, and other vegetables, and the whole substantially fenced. 
Abont half of the tribe are already comfortably settled in slab 
hats, which they have erected themselves ; and at present there 
are four more huts in course of erection, which would have been 
occnpied before this, if the bullocks could have been spared to 
draw the materials. In fencing, splitting siabs, building hnta, 
driving bullocks, and other manual labour connected with the 
cultivation of the soil, they have eng^ed themselves in a man- 
ner which does them much credit. They grind all their own 
flour witii a hand-mill, and regulaily shepherd the small flock of 
enes which has been given them by the surrounding settlers, 
with a view to lessen the expenses of the establislmient, and 
ultimately to promoto their independence. Under the superin- 
teatdenoe of Mrs. Tuckfield and Ote overseer's two little girls, 
nearly tlie whole tribe, male and female, are learning to make 
their own clothes. Daring the past four months, in iMdition to 
their own work, tbey have made 27 pairs of trousers, IS shirts, 
13 coats, and 22 dresses. 

" With regard to the opening prospects of the mission, there 
id abundant cause to thank God and tiUce courage." 

Thus much of a race, only intended by Provideoce, say some 
very intelligent writers on Anstralia, to occupy the country for 
a time, and then utterly to vanish before the coming of a supe- 
rior people, of more graceful physical proportions, more nobly. 
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more libeially endowed with moial and intaUectiul tactilties, 
Uid blesaed with ail the plenilade of an old and fully developed 
social condition : a kind of soulless piecnrGorB, the pioneeis of 
Ood's more intelligent creation. Such were mj own aentiment^ 
mv first convictions, when 1 saw those people, and penned the 
fgtlowing lines ; — 

WIiBte'er the good mij do or b»j, 

PoBKtMDg Dolhing to retard 
Of filiated irta the ftm« award. 
Thy unent tribei will pan away. 

It ma^ be so ; for Mr. Thomas^ accounts of their rapid decrease, 
even m the ndghbourhood of Melbonme, where they have been 
protected, whi^ we will shortly give, favour materially that 
conviction. StiD it is wonderfnl what agents they have been — 
blind, nnccaucious instnimenla, labouring aimlesily and cease- 
leady in the great cause of human progress, generation after 
generation, age after age, whilst the old world moved ou, uncon- 
scious of BDch a land, its few savage iahabitants, by the very 
acts which thinned their own numbers, by their wars and fires, 
were preparing, what but for them would have been one matted, 
impenetrable wilderness; were clearing the land universallj; 
were preparing it for the reception even whilst themsedves 
were waning away fi^im it, of a civilised people, and were 
making it pastorally smooth for the admission, at once, of flocks 
and h^B. It woidd seem that no sooner had the social con- 
dition, the advanced state of European civilisation, its science, 
arts and machinery, created a wont, than it was so arranged by 
the nnivereal Intelligence that here was the snpply. Good 
pioneers certainly they have been, whatever may be their future 
oes&iy. 

Hr. Thomas states : " The tribes more particularly under my 
chanje are — the Wawaurroug, or Yarra tribe ; the Scononriong, 
or &»« tribe ; the Tarragate, or Port Phillip tribe. The P«rt 
Phillip tribe are nearly extinct, only eiaht or nine being left. 

"After much diificultv, on the wih of November, 1838,1 
took a census ; their nnmoers were:— 
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YHMtribe . . .under 
Do. ... . from 

D* „ 

Da „ 

Do. „ 

Do. ...... „ 

Do. „ 

ff«8«n Port, Port Pka.! 
I^Bb^ . . . under ]■ 
Do. . do. . from 
Do. . . do. . . „ 
Do. . do. . . „ 

Do. . . do 

Do. . do. . . „ 
Do. . . do. . . „ 


Ag.. 


MbIs. 


FemilH. 


Tot^. 


1 Y«r. 
1 to 10 
10 to SO 
20 to 30 

SO to 60 
60 to 70 
70 to 80 


19 
17 

IS 

7 
2 


1 
16 

6 
12 
14 

2 


1 
M 
23 
23 

9 
2 




7* 


60 


124 


1 Yw. 
1 to 10 
10 to 20 
20 to 30 
SO to 60 
SO to 70 
70 to BO 


11 

14 
13 

9 
2 


7 
6 
10 

2 
1 


19 

21 
19 

19 
4 
1 


49 


37 


83 



Births dace, np to Dec, 1643 . 
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Decreaie in four ynrs . . 31 . ^ofthBn!iole,or7dat1utol birth." 
Mr. Thomas continuaB ; — " Their temporal wants are not con- 
sidered, and how can we expect that their epiritual wanla will t 
At present their lands are anceremonionsly dispoeed of, without 
any reference to them— without any consideration whether th^ 
can be diipensed witii by them. Hence collisiona, wherein li&i 
lib no Bmall extent is sacrificed : to what extent will never be 
known till the woods and foreete give up theii dead. I fear that 
in many parts the stain exceed the niunber living." 
A few words, and we miut conclude, on the KtFecta of 

CIVILISED AND SAVAGE CONTACT IN AUSTRALIA FELIX 

To look at oar own concerns, to consider our own immediate 

interests only, and to be wrapped thoronghly up in them, 
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20i THE ABORIGINES OF POST PHILLIP. 

regardlen faow they may affect injnrioiuly others, ia, if oot vei; 
jnat, very comfortaDle. 

The New ZeaJandeiB complained thus : — " Yoar hones 
damage onr potatoes," The settlers replied, briefly, " Pence 
your potatoes in." Said the New Z^andeiB, more jaqtly, 
" Our pot&toes do cot come to jour horses to do them injury : 
fence in yoar horaeH." 

So it was in Aastralia Felix. The new settlers found the 
country very much to their liking. There was abundance of aot 
entirely unoccupied, but of the smoothest, park-like countiy, 
thinly sprinkled over with the most beautiful trees ; water, often 
good and ahandant, and often otherwise. The country, more- 
over, was thinly occupied by dusky natives, and plentifnlly 
stocked with wild animals, their food. Here the new settleit 
made themselves quite at home. All that they wanted was the 
land entirely to themselves — room; and thattheyfoond, for cattle 
and sheep to range over almost illimitably ; to see their flacks 
and herds grazing in quiet ; to be themselves, with their sheep 
and cattle, at ease ; in the midst of plenty ; satisfied with the 
present, and looking on cheerfully to the future- 
Bat there were the natives ; and they, alao, wanted some- 
thing : principally to range the country in the old hereditaty 
manner ; to nnd game where they had always found it ; to kill 
it where and when it suited them ; in short, like the new race 
of people, to have the country wholly to themselves. 

The settlers were not always unjust, or inhuman ; hut they 
were attended by servants, as stockmen, shepherds, hntkeepers, 
&c. ; men frequently of the most reckless, debased, and desperate 
character ; and these became the pioneers of — not civilisation — 
bat of stiife, jealousy — conflict, and depopulation. Most of these 
men were convicts, assigned servants ; others were ticketr-of- 
Icave men ; and the rest emancipated convicts ; wretches who 
had been expelled from their own coantiy for the worst of 
crimes. And these were our representatives of European civil- 
isation — on whom it devolved to impress upon the Australian 
aboriginal people our character, manners, cnstoms, and religion. 
It IB easy to imagine the fatal results of convict and native 
intercourse ; lust, and reckless cruelty on the one hand, and 
recrimination and deadly revenge on the other. Avarice amongst 
the worst of the settlers would also have its efiect. 

That these fatal conflicts took place very frequently without 
the settlers' knowledge, much less participatien, is a fact ; 
known In tbeit results only, when the &t^ity was not only 
amongst the natives, and in the destruction or dispersion irf 
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Hotka and herds. AIbo knowledge of the murder of the abori- 
gines has been revealed bj remorBe-atricken convicts in the most 
horrible death-bed confessians. 

Of the great valae of cattle and sheep ; of the capital icveeted 
in titnn ; of their value to the settlers individoallv ; or of their 
momentoQa importance to mankind generally ; uie aboiiginei 
conid not be expected to know anything— not even, in moat 
instances, that thej were property at all. Thej well know the 
nature of hanger, and how to appease it. Other idea of pro- 
perty in animals, eicejrt by capture, they had none. Formerly 
game was everywhere abnndant, open to all, and hod been killed 
by all indisciiminately. 

This circnmetance was anre to lead to great errors in the new 
order of things — much conflict and mntual snSeriog — before 
there eonld be any amooiit of knowledge imparted to the natives 
on Uieae mighty interests of all civiBsed nations— Meum and 
Tnnm — and have often been vnitten for their instruction in blood. 

It most always be a. subject of the most painful regret to the 
better portion of out kind, that where we, as a people, in parti- 
cipation of what there was good in this, as in other lands, have 
SOiered te oanielves its benefits, its blessings, that we, in so 
iug, have not only not been any bleasing to the people of it, 
by imparting any of oar advantages to them, bat nave rained 
upon them the contagion ; have diffused amongst them the pesti- 
lence of oar vices ; have demoralised them by our contact ; and 
have rewarded them — a Christian and mflgnanimoua return — 
with disease and death. 

That this has been the result of convict contact with the New 
Hollanders, preventing almost entirely all possibility of futoie 
good ; closing the field almost aniveisally agunst the Christiati 
missiouaiy ; no one well acquainted with Anstralia and its 
aboriginal ^hes can deny. 



EMIGRATION. 

" It ia Umenuble to think what blund«n have been committed from 
AutJuH-i^ " Sim 3lice." 

There is scarcely any hnman act so important in its conse- 
qnences as that of exchanging one country for another ; especially 
in parents, who must be the authors of good or evil, not only as 
it regards their own success or &ilure, hot extensively to others 
who have not yet acquired the habit and responsibility of think- 
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and describer of fareiga and distant caontries, who most b* tlie 
cause, the living and moving impulae, the light and gnide vnto 
emigration. It will become the moat imperative datj of sseb 



its pastoral, Bgricnltnral, and other capabilities ; or the salabrilj 
of its atmospnere, things in themselves vitally important ; not 
only how &i ita rivers and springs and the quality of its w^er 
fit it for being thickly inhabited ; but to employ his facnMea 
sednlonsly in Hie discovery of whatever affects, or has affected 
matetially the general heolthfiilness and prosperity of snch emi- 
gration field ; and promptly and boldly to lay bare tie 8omre«« 
of evil, careless of any mortal conseqnencc to himself lliat may 
result from the performance of a great ^public duty. 

Not only has the writer to do justice to his cooDtrymen-, to 
himself, and the Ood of the whole earth ; he is acconntable, it i* 
his duty, to give a just report of the unseen land. 

When I first decided on emigration to Port Phillip, and made 
known my intention, the numerous requests whidi flowed in 
upon roe, from persona with whom I had previously no acquaint- 
ance, that I wonld give them information of one kind or other 
with regard to the place of my destination, when 1 shonld hKV« 
it in my power to do so, caused me to consider serionsly, how 
extremely onerons such sitnation mast be ; whilst the deter- 
mination many expressed of being guided by my r^iort, made it 
certainly more so. On this account I was careful from the fint 
not to say anything that could give a &lse gloss, or poetics! 
colouring, to any of my accounts of the objects that misbt pre- 
sent themselves to my notice, or of the country generally; yet, 
thns canliously guarded, such of my letters as were from tune 
totimemade pnbUc in England, caused me to be considered in the 
colony as the author of misrepresentalion ; and, on the other 
hand, I was accused hy a few emigrants of having misled them 
by a rate of colonial wages, through the publication of a letter 
never intended to be made public. 

So great and rapid had been the redaction in the price of 
labour, and so fearfnl the disappointment of bounty emigrants, 
that the considerate path I had marked out for myself, and the 
fact of my never having recommended emigration, affiirded me 
great satisfaction. 

I shall never forget the description given me by one of those 
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persona, of the vamth of enpecttncy with which the pasMngen 
on bowl the Westminstei, and the all-eyed anxietj wmch 
»h8orbed llieiii on approaching the coast of AnstralifL to behold 
frooi the hifheat poaaible elevation of their vessel, as fiam 
iionni Fisxah, the Promised I^d, the r^on of Hope and Hap- 
piness. When it dawned upon them, great was the senaatitm, 
and loud sad simnltaneoas the acelamationa of delight. The 
lonx line of elevated coast westward ; Mount Maeedon, 
Artnui's Seat, Station Peak and the Barrabonl hills inland ; the 
■1000^1 outline of almost naked foreground around the Port 
Phillip Bay and about the Heads ; Uie beautiful aipanse of 
inland water ; the ample and pleasant ranges of pastoral countiy, 
bj turns occupied their attention, and wete the subjects of end- 
leas raptorons commentaiy. The rich cope of variegated sky, 
the exbilaiating purity of the atmosphere, the pleasant breezi- 
neu, and the bright sunshine, fresh reaches of the country 
growinK upon them momenlarily — all combined to form a pictnn 
and a deling as they entered the Heads and glided sroooUily up 
the bay, to whose felicity there seemed no termination. 

A boat ueared them: in it an important pemonage— the pilot. 
" jportnnity was watched for an ' 

e of the passengers ; inquiry w 
the colony and the rate of wages. How blank the face of the 
inquirer ! He has first felt the power of an extiognisbor ! intel- 
ligence that has 

" Soberiied the VMt and wild delight." 

Thence went low careful whisperings npon deck, circulated 
eagerly, followed by a great quietness. By and by some of them 
saontered abont listlessly ; others hung thoughtfully over the 
bulwarks, all with lengthened and haggard visages, none caring 
to look out upon lie new conntiy ; England, a place forgotl«n 
is their happiness, coming back l^ degrees into their memories 
and into their hearts. 

Many of the emigrants would natmally take the Home-Cir- 
cular from their po&ets and read sach poetry as this : " This 
fine colony." — "This delightful and prosperous colony," — 
" That fine quarter of the colony." — " Labourers are scarcer 
than ever ; if one thousand couples of labourers and mechanics 
arrived here every month, they would all be absorbed without 
lowering wages 111" 

" The demand for female servants ia mormoM, they get SO^ 
to 2BI., and such as can cook 3(U. ; all living of coune as their 

! thousand single women (oghteen to thir^ yean of 
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age) were to arriTe in 1840, 1 wonld undertake that ihey would 
find bnsbauds in a short time." 

This was strong poetical seasoaing ! What are the facts 1 The 
bonnty emi§Tant3 had to be employed by the OoremmeDt until 
thej could procQie work eleewhere ; wages did come down enor- 
motalg; and a va»t quantity of the marrTiitg yonng women are 
yet ont at service nninarried. 

Ah it regards the emigration from England to Anstralia Felix, 
of British capitaliats, the most momentous inqoiiy of these must 
be, " What 18 the condition of the ^vince { in what can capita 
he safe^ invested 1 and what certainty is there of any adeqnat« 

' n I The dietauce is great, and Qie advantages ought to be 
_eat and palpaUe I" 

_'o the first query we regret to say, that it is the only Anglo- 
Amtraliaii colony that has no domestic Oovemment. Its I^nd 
Fnnd has been a robbery upon it of one hundred and eighty-nine 
thousand pounds, for which it has received not a fartmng of 
return. Twenty thousand per annum Burplus revenue is also 
drained oat of it. This data sufficiently accounts for its 
wretched political position, and its almoat aotliiag of a^circu- 
lating medinm. 

Good soil and ^ood water there are ; and, however scanty 
these may be, considering the extent of the conntty, they will 
be sufficient for all demands for a century at least, whatever 
may be the tide of emigration. In Ensland many a sterile- 
seeming district has been rendered by cultivation productive and 
delightful ; acd bo it will be in Australia. Water, where ihere 
DOW seems none, will be found in abundance by digging wella. 

What the country may eventually become it is impossible to 
predict ; bo we must satisfy ourselves for the present with 
Campbells augury — 

" A* b a cradled Hercules we trace 
The lines of empire in thj infant face." 

Of the climate we have edd enoudi elsewhere. Of its health- 
folnesa as an emigration-field ; of wbii it is, and what it is not, 
something remains to be said. 

Our first consideration must be, what it is not. This re- 
flection sends us back through the old and money-accimiulating 
times of New South Wales and Van Diemen's lAnd. We think 
of the pleasant progresses made by the Governors of those times, 
when they moved about the land royally, visiting their people 
in hall and cottage, freely distributing their fevours, reprehend- 
ing the idle, butjmost assiduously rewarding the industrious. 
The mind loves to escape hum. the present universal pinch-fit 
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condition of the times, both of the old coniitriea and tlie new, 
and goes back for ease and Tefreshment to the da^g when wealth 
and aeseit so cordially shook hands. " What money have 70a 1" 
aaked the Governor, "let me see it I yes, very good." Land 
-was allotted to the settler in proportion to his cash, ^-and- 
by the Governor in hie rounds paid him a viut, and if the set- 
tler was idle or improvident, he shook his head solemnly and 
went on ; bat whenever there was evidence of progress, if the 
countiy smiled encooiagement on the indnstiious, so did he ; 
the deserving alwajn^ found their acconnt in it. Nay, 1 have 
heard of some of these governors, particnlarly King and Sir 
George AriJiar, going privately, unattended and mikuown, 
amongst their people. On those occasions, in the simplest and 
homeUest manner they have enjoyed the hospitalities and atten- 
tions of the poorest cottagers. One time, I think it was Sir 
George Arthur had been taking a meal with a wood-splitter's 
^milj, and had just gone, when a neighbour stepped in to ask 
" what the Oovemor bad been there for )" — " Governor," said 
{be wonum, "it was only a settler gentleman," and she tidied 
her cap, and placed several little things aboot the room in nicer 
order. " The Governor," repeated tie man, " it was the Go- 
vernor." Great was the sensation ; the Governor was to them 
a king ; and all the anxiety was as to the state in which he had 
seen them. As first flutterings sabaided, the good woman did 
not forget that the stranger had commended the tidiness of the 
childrenand of the garden. Sore enooghit proved that the neigh- 
bour was right, as the government grant to the cottager of 
a nice little thirty aCre farm very quickly certified. 

It was during the dynasty of these rewarders (hat the colonies 
flourished. Such men as the M'Arthars of Camden, with theiir 
thirty thousand acres of land and forty thonsand sheep, rose 
grodnally with others, steadily prc^resaing ; the healthful ten- 
dency 01 things twre them on to vast wealth ; they became like 
— ^ticeg of the conntry, each deserving settler mn-hing for himself 
house." Alas ! 

" A chuge oune o'er Che spirit of their dreun." 

From the year 1832, and the mercemuy land-sale Efystem, ihe 
whole tendency of affairs has been to a ruinous consummation. 
The colonisation of Sonthem Anstralia and the peopling of 
Adeltdde was the first impulse, the first innovation on the regular 
and safe march of colonial progress. Adelaide was built, a great 
body of people were in it located, long before the conuby lands 
could be had possession of and caltiT&ted for their support ; and 
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tlie CDDaeqneBce was, a great and BQdden demand on the agiicul- 
taral produce of the elder colonies. A great advance in prices 
was U coDBequentl; sodden. Stock rose in value also. Sheep 
from 2(. 6d, rose to fiOs., and other property proporiioDafaly. 
Almost immediately land grew into demand : from 6t. per acre, 
in a very short period it became SI. This was in 1834, 1836, and 
1636. Splendid visions of fanning opened npon the inhabitimts 
of Van Diemea^ Luid and New Soath Wales. Well indeed 
there might ; for it is estimated that little short of a million of 
money passed from the Adelaiders iato the old colonies, for cattle, 
sheep, and farm prodnce. To get hold of land became the nni- 
veraal hnnger. All available casb was invested in it. Kindly, 
very, just at this jmictnre, two banks from England were esta- 
billed witii capital, one million each. This enabled the colonists 
to implicate themselves in land-specalation, rmnonsly, to their 
utmost desire. Had these banks not stepped in, little mischief, 
comparatively, could have heen done. Had the i«ricnltnraX 
colonists booght land only with their own htmafide ca^, it would 
have been sufficiently afflicting for them in the snbseqnent reac- 
tion ; it would have brought down many a lofty head to a level 
with tbe low, but would not have plunged them into an abyss ef 
misery And desdtntion from which thousands will never emeise. 
The roin, in its progress and tflnnination in Ans^ia Felix, 
was onl^ an act, on a lai^r scale, of the same tragedy. Tbe 
best evidence of this is the following advertisement from a 
e«l<mial paper : — 

" THB BANK BORIW. 

" In conseqaence of the Union Bank having first made money 
cheap, lending it out to persons who failed in paying, and then 
indncing others to bectHne pledged to make np the amount so 
lent, then tbe Bank immediaitdy restricting its issuee, to the min 
of many in Melbourne, I, the undersigned, am eomptjled to 
recommence business," &c. &o. 

The writer of this advertisement had realised a comfortable 
fortune ; had gathered aronnd him the elegances of refined 
enjoyment at his delightful country retirement on lie Mooaee 
Ponds, a most delicious place ; when, by colonial fluctuations, he 
was compelled to descend, and once more begin the world anew. 
Snch is the fate colonially of thouBands. 

No snch ctmdition of things could ever have existed bad not 
the colonial governor. Sir George Oipps, hardened the point of tha 
spear in the fire, and sharpened it lor more certain btality. On 
nist landing in Melbourne, I was imprewed with the miscmevooB 
tendency of the thes mods of land-tale, and eiprossed my 
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conviction in « lett« dated July 11, 1640. " If the land wm sold 

in too liberal quantities at fiint, die Government has amended 
that indiscretion ; those who pnrcnased nave some leisure allowed 
them to retail their Bpecolations out a^sin ; and thus, between 
the sales, men's land-appetitea are ahaipened, and the present 
diibblingB keep it on edge." As epeculalJon raised (he price, 
the government price kept pace with it. When suddenly, on 
this Bteam-rarefiea atmosphere of colonial excitement, Lord John 
Riusell breathed hia I/.-per-acFo cold breath, and than was a 
condensation in tears of blood. 

Of the subsequent value of crown lands, enough may be 
gathered from a " settler's life," &c. at page 16fi. How bn 
agriculture is rewarding and land investments are valuable may 
M inferred from the tame article. Of the condition of the 
squatteiB, enough has been eaid at page 166. They are not on a 
bed of roses. 

When Sir Oeorge Oijips arrived in Anstralia, he found the 
eonntiy — the people of it — in a prosperous condition, and he 
will leave behind him in it almost univenal bankruptcy. In 
Melbonme, and about the district, there have been 244 insol- 
vents, in a very few years, out of a population of not mare than 
19,000. Some of the insolvencies are for 7fi,000/. Still this is 
nothing compared with Sydney inaolvency ; there, in the papers, 
have been announced one firm for more than 300,0002. ; week 
after week from ten to seventeen. This is the result of the 
" working-weU " syrtom of " give me your money, and yon shall 
have land, and 1 will lay the money out for vou in laboor." It 
ia the result of the EryBt«m, and of Sir Qeorge a administration of 
it. If the system has worked well, and Lord Stanley says it has, 
it has worked op all the accumulated wealth of the fonner ^stem, 
and much British capital also. One million, Lord Stanley s»d, 
in the House of Commons, had been received for crown Iwds in 
the Australian colonies since 1B32. 

Anstralia haa been the arena of experiments in colonial govern- 
ment, sabject consequently to fluctuations, and franght with ruin 
to myriads. That one million of money has resulted from the 
various bad systems of land-sale in Aostrslia, looked upon ab- 
stractly, has something in it brilliant and dazding. The som on 
the lips makes a rich sound. A great battle, a splendid victory, 
great in action and suffering, glorioas in narrative, is horrible in 
detail and consequences. To ns on the scene of action the de- 
tails are bmiliar, and the ruin explicable. What myriads have 
rentsred their patrimonies and lost them utterly or in part t 
What savings of long, laborious, and careful lives have been 



=,Coo^lc 



312 EioflBAnOK. 

■wallowed np in the aU-abHOTbing Tortex of that gorgeoni, im- 

Snng, fine oiatorical one million t It was lU-gotten and iojn- 
cioQsly expended. It is nnfortnnat^Iy tile thirtj pieces of 
nlyer for which the coldly-commercial modem ntilitanan Judas 
of avarice and monopoly ha« betrayed a fine, espansive, glorious 
opportunity for progressive good : it wears the crown of thorns : 
has been bmtally crucified for a time : let ns hope there may 
remain a glimpse of returning life and energy after sach immola' 
tiOQ. Land has become unsaleable ; conseqnently, no British 
capitalist will, with the view of porchaaing, enjigrate thither. 
This is a lamentable state of things. Now, instead of capitalists 
emigrating to Australia, the current has set in the othw way — 
from Australia to Bnglwid. In the Aden, which left Port Philip 
in March, 1844, were thirty-four emigrants. Some of them took 
from Scotland and England large sums for inveatment — some 
10,0002,, others more — and were returning despoiled of all. 
With ita working people rashing out also to Valparaiso and the 
Cape of Good Hope, what inducement does its condition hold 
Dvt for the peasantry of the United Kingdom 1 It is tme that 
most of those who emigrate to Valpar^so and the Cape are such 
as have gone to Australia injudicioosly ; having either obtained 
felse certificates, mechanicB feigning to be labourers, or have got 
admission into bounty vessels through the cupidity of emigration 
agents. Such impositions have caused a wanton waste of the 
immigration funds. 

As it regards the labouring class, for shepherds and hnt- 
keepera, Australia is what a soldier once said of the United 
States — it is a " full belly country," and it is nothing more. 
And in thia respect bnt too generally for sinele men only. In 
some instances, "wives" are patroniied, bnt "children" never. 
Advertisers wsnt " men," and sometimes their " wives" without 
" incumbrance." Children are an incumbrance in a, country 
where a bonnt^, a serious bounty, has to be paid on their im])or- 
tation. PennnonaneSB, or poverty, most dictate such advertiae- 
inents, notpatriotdsm. 

The world is becoming too intelligent for even working-men to 
rest satisfied with mere food ; mere animals they are not satisfied 
to be. Mechanics' Institntes, and Artisan Libraries abundantly 
evince this. Mutton and Damper are good in their place ; but 
other goad is needed, and leisure and opportunity for its attain- 
ment. The colonies may amend in this respect, may become 
more internally prosperous ; working themselves ont of the 
rough, leisure may grew about them, bnt it is otherwiae at 
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For raen of Bmall capital, AnstraUa ig not at all adapted : for 
such especially aa have laiboor within themselves, workiiig men 
'with working children. For this reason, land is considered 
leallj to be fnini^ed to the purchaser for nothing, the purchase 
money Tirtnally being for the introdnction of labour ; thns the 
laboar-self-Bupplied settler throws away his money when he 
pays, in paying for land, for laboar which he does not need. He 
also by paying for the importation of labour, helps to rednce its 
value, to his own disadvantage, if he should need to labour a 
little for the public as well as for himself. The class of small 
fernters, Dr, Nicholson declared, in the Sydney LegisIativB Coun- 
cil, to be the worst off of anypeople in the colony. 

As it regards monied men, intending to emigrate, if I have not 
said enough already, I must repeat, confirmed in the opinion 
byfour years' experience, sentiments published with my name in 
2'ait't MawvMu, written by me on arriying, first, in Australia 
Felix. "Until wo have a governor of onr own, direct from 
England, I could not conscientiously advise any p^son to 
emigrate hither. With this, and with a more liberal and wise 
policy Ihan has hitherto been pursued towards us, then, bnt 
not till than, is there any chance of onr being permanently 
prosperous." 

America can be easily vimted, as an experimental or prelimi- 
nary measure — nay, if people are disappointed, they can easily 
return. Australia is a matter of other moment, it is immensely 
dim and distant. As Dr. Johnson said of Anuingait and Ajut, 
" a few Bummet days and a few winter nights, and the life of 
man is at an end." The Australian voyages cut away liberal 
slices of man's enstenoe ; a few of these, and " the life of man 
is at an end." 

1 see by recent Australian ptqwn,* that if land had, in Port 
Phillij), an^ real value remaining, Sir George Oipps is deteimined 
to extinguish it totally, for he is actnuly oaring to let by 
auction sections of laud at five pounds each the sqnare mile. 
The most dishonest circumstance connected with these petti- 
fogging crown landlord afEaiis is a fact, mode clear by the adver- 
tisements themselves ; for in them it is clearly shown, that good 
money has been invested in the locations adjoining, "This 
sqnare mile," says the advertisement, " is bounded by the pur- 
chased property of Mr. Walker, and of Mr. Bear." Each of 
these parcluaed sqnare miles could not have been bought for less 
than 640/., and it is possible, that they might have cost much 

, .. • April uui W*j, 18«. 
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more. The cash received for one of these, if bnt 640i,, the 
Govemor would place in lie bank, and receive for it more thftn 
thirtj pounds per annum. Yet the OoTemor has the impudence, 
if not m words by his actions, to declare that the money of 
these capitalists, the 6iOl., is only worth fife pounds per annnm ! 
Thousands of our conutrymen have gone sixteen thonsand 
miles to impUcate UiemselTes in the rain of a et&te of afiairs like 
this. They mode investments in land, having faith in the 
honourof a government, which had by one steady line of condnrt, 
however injndieionBly, given a high rate of value to every kind 
of property. All investments were alike, all progressed together 
mntually dependent ; and all it was very evident mnst be 
altimately advantageous or ruinous, as the government in its 
wisdom should sway them this way or that. Thousands and 
tens of thonsanda by state flnctnaaons have been elevated a 
little, only to bo cast down infinitely lower. What years of 
man's best season, what energy of oar manhood, what patrimony 
of carefal ancestors, what tiroe wearily passed in expatriation by 
land and sea, what patient toil and sweat of industry, what 
wear and tear of heart and brain, have been cast away as nothing, 
throngh the weakness of a confiding and deluded people, and the 
blind expeiimental enactments of a distant and incapable govern* 



AUSTRALIAN NOTE-BOOK. 



OUB FDIST NIGHT IN AUSTRALIA. 
Wb had passed onr first Australian day in going up from tlie 
ship in the passengers' boat, oatine oar way np Ue river, then 
atrolli^ about the town streets, looking about us at eveiything 
new. We had stepped into the smalt police office, in which, for 
want of a larger place, the town sesaioaa were being held, and 
had been much amused by the intolerably stapid, automaton-like 
coansellors, — wigged and gowned, as in English conrts, bat, aa 
we thought, not men whose talents would much stead them at 
the British bar. Some bakers were taking their trials, and I 
think vei7 justly, for a conspiracy to keep up the price of 
bread ; and if PhMaoh had been recorder, he would have hnncr 
up the chief amongst them without donbt We had witneased 
the trials of other people, and oars were at hand ; for on retom- 
ing to oar boat, it had been taken in tow by the Custom-HooBe 
officers. They had suspected ns, Heaven help us ! of b«ilig 
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emogglen, and u out boat waa nnnamed, it waa coofiscated, for 
the time at least. Bo off towards tiia Heo-beach we went on 
foot, — a rather mntinone companj, — and at the shore a new dis- 
^pointment awufed na. Out comiadea who had poahed im 
foremost filled the feirymea'a boats, so that four of na were loft 
to pass awajr the night as we could od the heach — Dr. Howitt, 
poor Mr. Maesey, who has now a nave in the conntr}', mj 
nephew, and mjaelf. Mr. Massej, mio had courteonsir carried 
a loaf belanging to Mr. Hall, was, hj that gentleman's kindnefla, 
allowed to retain it, so that we were pioTided with bi«ad. 
Wood we collected;— selected a snog spot, as we thought — made 
our fire, and t^ed tusiduouatj to persnade ourselves that the 
night might not, after all, be bo fery disagreeable. Water we fonnd 
— rather braekuh to be sure, but plenty — in a tub let down deep 
in the sand by some fisheimen, whose two huts were in light. 
Soon one of these fiahemien came to us, to inform ns that nohodj 
was pennitt«d to set fire to the whole country without a hcense 
from the Ooremor, on a penalty "i £^0- Moreover, he aimued 
us, the bosh once on fire, that if all the firemen in Inferno ware 
to come to onr assistance it would be of no use. We presomed 
that we were not inclined to coU in to onr help the firemen of tfakt 
office, as we thought their services in such ciicomstancea wore 
rather to be doubted. Yea, yes ; we might make light of it ; bnt 
a whole coantrf in a flanie-~bub), forests, houses and com — was 
no joke. WeU, we shonld do no harm ; we were catefiil peo- 

?le : were thrae any folk near as who could make ns some tea T 
'es, the fishermen. It waa bronght — a large iron ketUeful : Uie 
tea and sngar bailed in the water anlil it was as black as ink. It 
had a coarse sweetness and was bitter too ; atill, it was welconte, 
and well paid for. Nieht deepened about as ; then vra had 
another visitor. A taU, good-looking lady, attended by two 
children, stood, almost before vre perceived them, at onr fire. 
In one hand waa a bottle of port wine, and in the other a wine- 

Slaaa. " Here," said she, " Hector, h^d round the wine." He 
id soi The port waa eapedfjly good ; better for the imexpec- 
ledness and the eonrt«sy. " Now, children," said the moUier, 
" kindle a good fire on the beach to gaide your father from 
William's Town." The father it seemed had a baat,'Bnd Was 
three miles off, which distance he had to come over the water in 
darkness, and often in storms. With what alacrity did those 
children make an immense beacon-fire ; waiting long silently, then 
ahoating welcome as the &ther came. At onr fire, too, the tall, 
well-made, military-looking fotlieT soon i^esentad himself. These 
people had not bean long m the oolony, were evident)^ niperiw 
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persons, luid Vffete indnstiionsly Empporting themselveB and nine 
ciuldren. There needed little apolo^ on their part, that want 
of room only prevented ns from being in thsir hnt comfortably 
accommodated. Well, we were Boon left to ourselves and the 
night ; the season Aatnmn~-the last of its monAs; .^pril — 
waning into winter ; and the cold uight-breezea began t^ qae»- 
tion ns as to what defence we meant to make against them. A 
good shield of boQghs, we thoa^t, to be sure — then mode one. 
On the fire we piled fael abnndantlj, laid bnshea and grass for 
a bed, and tried to sleep. Again tlie cold wind came roond 
the fraice to ask if we Bhould not feel more comfortable with a 
blanket a-piece. It was a gross inanlt ; and we roused ouiselves 
to shut it oat by considerably eitlarging oor fortification. Hoar 
after honi we bestirred onrselves — liberally added to the fire 
—and ahnt ont the wind, first in one quarter and then ia 
another. All availed nothing ; we coald sot defend onrselTes 
from the law air, slthongh we conld from sleep. Indeed, sleep 
onl^ fluttered abont ns like a bird attracted by uie fire — the dove- 
pinioned and dove-footed sleep that never descended. The 
dawn found ns busily employed at oar fortificatiDn, which w 



in itself a comfort as a meant though not as an end, and helped, 
bv the employment it gave ns, to speed swbt the night. With 
the day-light seemed to visit ns a kind of scorn : the clondi 



looked fuimily at us ; the light smiled, as we Ihonght, rosily at 
onr expense ; and the laughing jackass had the ill~manners to 
burst ont into a loud peal ^ mirth in onr very faces. We could 
not hide onr beads, so we bustled off to the ship. 

This was not the lost night by many a one spent by tne ont 
on the beach. If the Doctor ever repeated the dose, it vras in 
the way of his profession, wfa^n urged by sadden indispositioii 
amongst his &r-away patients. 



FIRST IMPEESSIOHS. 

Mdbounu, Moff 11, IS4a 
Dear Bbothbb, — I wrote from this place a month ago, for 
which letter I had to pay the land postage, U. Gd. All letteiB 
go from hence to Sydney, although there are ships enongh direct 
from London. The reason, I am told, is this— the postmaster 
has five per cent, on all Uie cash he can raise, and on that account 
they are s^t round-about for the nearest. We are perpetually 
reminded of the old school chimes, " To be — to do — and to 
suffer." At every turn yon take tWe is something to pay. 
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Yon get out of the ship into s boat, and pay 2). ed. to b« wt on 
shore. When yon reach the ahare, a persoa ia ready with a one- 
hotae cart to take yon to the livei Yarra for 3s., a distance of 
two miles and a halt, and to go over the Yans, 8d. Yon next 
bring year goods and luggage to the town — lOf . per ton. Yon 
will find at the wharf a coBtom-hoiise — the only sign of civilisa- 
tion. Another sign of civilUation — they aie ready again to be 
paid for whar&ge where there is no wharf, the place being rather 
worse than God and natnie made it~man having trampled info 
mud that which natare left smooth green sward. The fiiat day 
I came to Melbourne along with my brother, and the other pas- 
BMseni, in their boat — a boat they had built in Portsmouth — in 
addition to onr being as sharply looked after as so many thievea 
on the Cnstom-hoase qnay, (God save the mark,) in onr abaence, 
to obtain clearances for goods at the other Cnstom-boose in the 
town, the boat was seized by a hnsy-bodj of the said coatomB 
for not having a name on it. Belonging to sis peiaons, how was 
it likely 1 and how conld persons, lauding for the first time, 
know any thing of the bye-laws of Melbonme 1 We found the 
boat takmi to the opposite side of the Yarra, marked with the 

Kvemment broad arrow. This was the Arst mart of the Mel- 
Dmites' hospitality to cs strangers, on onr first tonching their 
shores. 1 fonnd my brother, and other owners of the boat, using 
all gentle words, and reasonable argnmenta, to obtain possession 
of tube boat, and all of no avail—the Custom-bonae gents, condol- 
ii^ with them, and wishing it were in their power to give it op. 
Tired of anch smooth blicrney, 1 spoke plain English to them. 
I soon had their metal np : and then, that they might cool a 
litUe in onr absence, 1 told them I should have a pretty state- 
ment t« give of their gentlemanlinesa and hospitality and conr- 
tesy to emigranta, being come ont myself to Port Phillip partly 
for the porpose. The day after, I foond what I had aaid abont 
the atatement had had its effect. The boat was given np to na 
at once, and without even a fine, which the day before was con- 
fiscated to government «atu remorse. StiU they conceived they 
did na a great favonr, taking int« consideratioii the hard things 
I bad said of them. 

Above all things, it is the greatest folly for emigrants to bring 
out servants — men or women — vrith them ; they leave almost 
immediBtely. Two fomilies only on board the Lord Qodtrieh 
Iwongbt servants, and both have left, or about to leave. Mr. 
Hill, a tent neMibonr of oara— for we dwell in tents — bron^t 
out a servant vnth him, and he has left him in the apace «f S 
fortnight. Two vessels have come in from England since otus, 
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the Lothta Gae^ieO and the C^ina. Th« govemees of a bmily 
on board the CAitM was yeaterdav ^nndaj) mamed to a TicJn 
Mttlsf here. So anich for ptyriiijf&epatiaffe^tertmilt—oQatia 
reaping the benalit of joai Taaaej. 

Ala»l for Metboame — Anttr^ia FeUx iB'a portion of N«w 
South WalsB. Would it were not ! The moiiej which goes 
from hence to Sydney keeps Melbourne poor. 7%ir^y-titn« 
thoiuand pomtdi and om hundred thoutand poandt, ram after 
■nm, eale after sale — the land proceeds, go to 9ydnej ; and the 
irovemment reTennes are voted away ; *70,000 at once to New 
Zealandjand other somB to other place« ; bat what ia eipMided 
at Port Phillip ) We have no road ; the town ia knee-deep in 
mnd, or in dry weather eclipsed in ita own dost. There is no 
bridge over tne Tana. The place is left to itself, fine infant 
town Bi it i(, as thongh it were a beggar's brat, to wallow in H» 
ownfilth.andtobediokedbjitBowndaBt Nothing is expended 
on it by the government. The only evidence we have of the 
existence of a government, is the presence of half a doxen or a 
dozen soldiers, the Cnstom-honie, and the government auctioneer. 
The Sydnej^ government is a receiving government. Alas I £» 
aacb paternity, I say, Ood help Melomme I There isuoUiing 
else for it. 

The land is a pleastuit and deurable land enongh ; bnt until 
we have a governor of onr own, direct from Bngluid, I conld 
not eonseientionsly advise any person to emigrate here. Persona 
who come oat to this place find themselves miBerably deceived in 
the price of land. They read of its bang obtained at 12f. per 
acre. They expect to have it at that price, or near it ; to see it 
before it is sold ; and being able to fix npon it imme^ately. 
they most wait a month or two for land wles. Perhaps the; 
want country sections ; and none are put np, or sections not 
wor& having. Bad laud, and withont river frontage — conse- 
quently not worth a farthing — that land mav be had for thia 
sum ; whilst good land, well watered, will fetch an immense 
price. 

M^Hm-nayJiOg 11, lB4a 

D^R Brotheb, — AH onr Mends and fellow emigrants, sooner 
or later, have had letters from their relations in England, except 
ns- Some of them also have had newspapers ; a thing, however, 
of rare occurrence, the Post-«ffices of these and the parent 
country being distinct, a disadvantage, among many othen, which 
this unfortunate country labouTs under. Newspapers conld be 
forwarded to ns if someUting were paid npon them, or if they 
were made np into a peiceL I shonld not write to jva. now, 
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•ave that thov are tome thinga, with i^aid f o this T^<ni, which 
Doght to be m«de generally known to the Engliab people, and the 
aooner Hie batter. Moieorsr, a Mend of odih, one of onr tent 
reddenta, ii goinf over to X.Bunceaton, Van Diemen's Land, and 
thos by paying 4d. in that place, 1 avoid the impoiition of David 
Kelsh, onr postmaster, into whose pone must drop It. 6d. for 
every letter transmitted to England. What a shame it is that 
these colonies should not be placed on a footing with her Majeaty'a 
other coloniea j 

We have been here a qnarter of a year, and ought by Uua 
time to know aomething of Austialia Felix. Whence it derived 
this felicitous name Qod knows, and Major Mitchell ; bat, cer- 
tainly, not from the nature of the coontiy. It is, however, 
deservedly called the Zand of Promite, peiformauce lying yet 
in Bpecnlation. The land hoe grown gold to those mio have 
bonght and sold it, almost, at present, its only growth. It 
is neither a land of riven and springs of water, nor does it 
overflow with milk and honey : honey there is nose, and milk 
is ed. per pint. I have read in the Port Phillip papers a docu- 
ment of Lord John Rnssell's, addressed to the Emigration Board, 
newly fbnued for the colonies ; wherein he points it out, aa 
one of their duties, to diveat the information they impart of all 
poetical colonring. 



e conntiy's 

led to expect a most delicious climate, the thermometer seldom 
higher than 90° or lower than 4fi°. On July 3d, it was aa low as 
SS6* ; there waa ice an inch thick in the waah^hand basin, aikd 
noon, so sndden and intense was the change, that it was up to 
6S°. This, of coorae, was in our tent, where all skiey influence* 
are more strongly felt. We have had, 1 can assure you, enough 
cold weather ; and I attribute to these extremes of temperaton 
an attack of dysentery, which haa, in nearly a weeks time, 
shrunk me to skin and bone. 

Another of the diaadvantages attending Aostratian emigration, 
is the length of time before you can purchase land ana locate 
yourself upon it. We understood that we could have any part 
of the country we might fix upon surveyed, and put up by 
auction ; but this we fipd, like Ulo mildness of the climate, a 
foble. It is in the Sydney country, and in Van Diemen's lAod ; 
and there, if the selector pays for the sarvey and doee not por- 
chaae, he is repaid hy the purchaser. Alt who come oat atat 
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mnat either poichaBe at eecond-hand, or wait for a government 
land eale. Not choodng to do the former of these alteruativeB_ 
he mQEt either live like a gipBj, in a tent, or endnie many exoi- 
bitaat chargei in a new lettlemeDt ; and even then he wUl have 
to sabrntt to some. After waiting for Mveial months the sale 
day arrives, and, to his mortification, there are only town allot- 
ments to be sold, and he wants a coontrj section. The first 
week that we landed there was a land s^e, bat there was no 
land that suited ai. Conseqaently, we had to wait, after a long 
and wearisome voyage from England, from April the fith to Jane 
the 10th, before we Had an opportanity of parchasing. At the 
next land sales town allotments alone will be sold, in Melboame, 
William's Town, and Qeelong; and the emigrants who are now 
arriving, or those who conld not sapply themselves at the Jone 
sales, mnst wait, and lin^ and wait. Snrely, they will not 
foi^ this is the Z/ond o/Prvmiu, Auxtralia Fdix! and that 
it is pleasant to have something in peispective. If the land was 
sold in too liberal qnsntities at first, the government has 
amended that indiscretion ; those who purchased have some 
leisnre allowed them to retul their specnlations ont ssain ; and 
thna, between the sales, men's land appetites are snaipened, 
and the present dribblings keen it on edige. 

The soil is not generally of so rich a quality as wa* repie- 
seuted to ns in England. Many who came oat with ns are dis- 
satisfied ; some wul return as soon as they have realised their 
expenses out to England. Port Phillip, or rather Anstralift 
Felix, has disadvantages to contend with that the other colonies 
in this pert of the world have not. The old colony of New 
South Wales, and Van Diemen's Land also, have abundance of 
cheap labour ; and it is to maintain, in their superiority, tliese 
old colonies, that the proceeds of onr Melboome lands in sreat 
measure go. Afier more than ^800,000 hot b*en rtalie«d, so 
otterly is the place neglected, that there are no wharf i, yet 
thtre are wharfchargeg : no bridge*, no roadt, save sodi as are 
the Tesult of individnal indnatri' and enterprise. There is » 
shallow and dangerous bay, in which almost every ship of eny 
size is aground i yet there are no light-houses, no pilots. There 
has been time enough wherein to dispose of by auction more 
than ^800,000 worth of the public lands, yet there has been no 
time to fatnlitate commerce, or to provide a safe entrance to the 
bay of Port Phillip on the part of the government. Meeais. 
Uorris and Delanor, two enterprising persons who were in tha 
habit of offering tneir services as pilots in the bay, risked their 
lives, and lost toem, by going down last week in a paltry UtUe 
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boat, to the assistBiice of the SfelUsh, from Euglimd, which was 
hat agroand in the bay. I knew Delauoj veil ; he hsd been at 
tnir tents, and had gone down in oqt b<Hit with ns from Mel- 
boama to William's Town. Onr port, had ha lived, and been 
properly appointed, would have had a good ^ilot in him. 

Another of oifr Melhonme disadyantoges ib, its government is 
at Sj-dney. This ia its greatest calamity. Before jon can arrest 
a person for debt, yon most obtain a writ in Sydney. It mono- 
polises all the law, and, I think, all the divinity, for the snb- 
gtantial stone chnrch, which is nearly half built, has been 
deserted for more than two months ; for this simple reason, the 
funds are exhaosted. Thus the pleaaantest eminence in Mel- 
bouma displays a pievous want of religion, or of Episcopalian 
spirit amongst the Melboamites. 

Salaries are paid to protectors of the blacks, yet the blacks 
are unprotected. Here is a mounted police, well paid no doubt, 
and ready, on most occasions, to proceed to any place where a 
white man has been killed by the natives. When Uie pobce 
force was applied to in a case of oatiage on the Werribee river, 
their reply to the settlers was, that they could render them no 
assistance. There is little protection for either person or pro- 

ferty at the sqnatting stations. Whites and blacks very often 
ill each other. You meet with yeiy many people who, you 
feel pretty certain, must, in their defence, liaTe been compelled 
to shoot the natives. Some of the settlers at oatr^rtAtiona, when 
asked how they managed with the blacks, said, " Oh, we were 
harassed by them for some time at first ; but we gave tbem a 
good taliin^ (o, and they have been quieter since." What the 
ffood talUnff to means, needs no comment, The natiyee are, 
most assuredly, a miserable, worthless, and treacberouB race ; 
still, after all, human beings. We gave op squatting rather 
than place ourselves in the disagreeable sitnatiau of killing oi 
being killed by soch hideous creatures. Whilst the police force 
is insufficient, and the govemmeut supine, the settlers are only 
safe through their number, and being well armed. More than 
thirty whites have been missed, besides what the blacks are 
known to have murdered. The papers here ahonnd with re- 
corded murders, The last week the Port Phillip Cfazette con- 
tained an advertisement, offering a reward of &01. for a chief 
called Jacka Jacka, a black whom I have seen here abont. It 
seems he and some other natives, armed, vrent, and finding a 
hot-keeper alone, mnrdered him. The reward is offered hy the 
owners of the station, not ly the govornmtnt ! 

There has been a pnblio meeting here, and a petition sect 
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from it to tlie home government, aettJDg forth onr forlorn, nn- 
goveraed condition, and praying that we maj have a governor 
of oar own. I know not how reaaonable this procedure mAy be 
thonght bj Lord John Rnsgell, but were a govemmeiit to be 
accorded to as, and were La Trobe the real governor, instead of 
the shadow — with this and with a more libOTal'and wise policj, 
than has hitherto been panned towarda ns — then, bnt not till 
then, in there any chance of our being permanently proaperooa. 
In the present «tate of things, althongh we have pnrchaaed a 
form on the Yaira, and a part of a town allotnienWet we shall 
not, on this accoont, cir np the land as Anetialia felix ! ! ! 

After all, onr morality is to be contaminated by a convict 
Bopolation. Twenty-one prisoneie of the crown have been sent 
tiere from Sydney. These were intended to make some altera- 
tion in the woeful condition of our pahlic atreeta ; yet, by their 
coming, one of the loudest boasts of Australia Felix ia at an end. 
There are convicts in the land — evil leaven in the lump. 

First impressiona are not generally very correct : whatevei' 
errors there ware, however, in the preceding, I mnst rectify. 
Time has wronght great changes, but not the emancipation of 
the colony I One veiy minor mistake 1 made about the punt 
ehaige. I see in the MS. letter it was three-pence, and in the 
winted letter in '* Tait'a Magazine," it was further exaggerated, 
Dy mistake, to eidit-pence ; the real chaice was two-pence. 
Abont David Kelah, as postmaster, I said nothing bnt the tmth ; 
on one occasion he detained two of my letters, which arrived 
ham England in February, bearing the Melbourne poat-office 
stamp of that date, until (he July foUowiug — more than seven- 
teen weeks. Of conrse, such a postmaster was sore to be di&- 
missed ; and with this mention, 1 also dismiss him. 

These letters were, on " Tait'a Magazine " reaching the colony, 
severely commented npon ; T defended myself ; bat do not 
think it necessary here to reprint either the accusation or 
defence; still, a few particulars 1 must mention. It was 
asserted that 1 was materially in error about the climate, and 
abont the ice especially. We afterwards saw ice three-qnarteni 
of an inch thick, in a similar vessel. Ice there never is on ponds 
or rivers ; the warmth of the water preventing it. Cold weather 
there is, int«nBely cold, principally in the winter nights. In the 
Australian day and night, in winter, are often concentrated 
the four seasons of the year ; it is deep winter a little before the 
dawn, spring breathes about yon about nine or ten o'clock in 
the forenoon, fierce summer scorches jron in the afternoon, and 
the gloom of evening comes down npon yon with an antomnal 
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feeliDg. Winds from the Bonth, probablj frotn iceberg*, ria^ 
generate ibe intense cold. That Oiese great aud niddan tiann- 
tions of temperatoFB are not so injurions to health aa would be 
expected, ia cert^ ; owiae, it maj be, to the parity of Qie 
atmosphere. The change from England to Australia must be 
felt, more or leu, bj all ; and tie price of initiation paid. Three 
times did I meet the dysentery, liie very giants, bU attacks in 
the fint twelve months ; and, coming off victorious, I was made 
free of the country. From tnat time I loved to breathe the air 
of the Wd ; nor nod anv man in the world more vigour of life 
in him, more robust health. The English atmosphere is of the 
earth, earthy, an exhalation ; its cold is raw and damp ; its heat 
is clogging and — a word I never beard in Australia — suUry. The 
Aost^ian atmosphere is of heaven. This, after four years' 
experience of it, I am compelled by conscience to testify. 
If not a country — 

" F(» ^HHtiTB jouth to atnj in; 
For nunbood to eajoj Ui bloom;" 

It is a land— 

" For ige to mi xmj in." 

Of tlie other statements of the letters I was, by time and ob- 
servation, fnlly asnired. 

As it legaras climate, soil, more rivers and more lain^ its 
immense range of pastoral coontry, and its maritime position, 
Australia Fe£x is infinitely the best Anatralian province. It is 
free from the summer frosts, which do so mnch mischief to the 
&rmer and gardener of Van Diemen's Land ; freer from convicts 
than that i^nd and New Soatb Wales ; freer from sand-clonds, 
"brick-fielders," than Sydney. Adelaide and Sydney are tliree 
degrees hotter than Melbourne, and are more visited and parched 
by the curse of hot winds. In Aostralia Felix we can say with 
James Uontgomeiy, — 

" There genller nuii diqieius aeraiiei light. 
And nildcr mooiu impuadiie the night." 

There are shades to the picture, plentifoUy to be found else- 

OLD FAITH FLODTED BY NEW EXPERIENCE. 

Ybabs a^ Port Phillip, then in its babyhood, became the home 

of speculative men, who grew with its nnsouiid growth, and 

■trsngthsned with its precocious strength. Men without capital 

aanuued airs of consequence, and seemed to have that which they 
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had not, wealth and respectability ; foi it was at this period as 
in Shakapeare's time — 

" The world a ilill deerired with omiment ;" 

&nd hy seeming creditable thej obtained credit. Some became 
large Btore-keepeni ; tkime sounded their tmmpets before them 
as merchants ; and others, not satisfied with being both store- 
keepers and merchants, porchssed land eit«Dsivelj ; and they 
gat&ered around them abnndantlv men and maid servants. 

Blow Eently npon them, ye gales of circnmstance ! the bnbblea 
enlaige UiemselTes endlessly before ns, and hang glittering bril- 
liantly in the enn ! Men snch as these might gain samething 
and lose it again, otherwise they bad nothing to lose ; bnt, &Us ! 
honest men are not always proof sgainst specions appearances ; 
and th^ became sufferers likewise in the approaclung day of 
general calamity. The Port Pbilippions had 

" — built theii DSBla too oeir the river's edge. 
Which hj > sodden flood were Bwepl ivaj." 

The old colonists were wise in their own opinion ; they thon^t 
to profit by past colonial experience, and they too, the oldest and 
the shrewdest, were deceived. Many of them mortgaged their 
old, slowly-acqnired property, wherewith to parchase new. 
They knew that in Sydney and Hobart Town, and in all new 
colonies, land originally bought of the crown for small Bums 
realised, in a few years, large snms, especially in towns and 
their environs ; so they were not satisfied with taking Time bv 
the forelock, they ontstripped him, and went &r on ahead, 
drawing largely on the Bank of Futurity, by reselling baildinc^ 
sites and snbnrban allotments at an enormous profit, to be paid 
for in some instances in three, five, and ten years, and bearing 
twenty per cent, interest until paid for. There was good cause 
for this ; the Melboome town-sections being oiigiiially sold in 
Sydney, were booght quite as lottery tickets are, and in some 
instances the 71. pnrchases realised 1000/, It was indeed no 
lottery at one time, for almost all drew great prizes, the blanks 
being all drawn afterwards. A gay sunshiny holiday time of it 
had the new land. Paper, like leaves of the forest, passed care- 
lessly from bond to hand, on which were written, mvisibly, as 
on sibylline leaves^ the fatal destinies of the ownera. 

To this joyous time the colonists did not think there coald be 
any termination, when Lord John Rnsaell called in all the capital 
of the Bank of Time ; and threw them, to use a sesr-phraae, on 
their beam-ends, by ordering all the Fort-Phillip lands to be aolij 
at 1/. per acre. 



=,Coo^lc 



AD8TRJLLIAH HOTE-BOOK. 225 

Many a thrifty conifortable fioQl, who thought the world had 

Sue OB very pleosanUy with him, and that, as hia hondreds had 
come thoasandB, he had nothing now to do bnt to enjoy him- 
self, suddenly awoke from his dream, to find his thonsands not 
hondredB bnt tens, and often nothii^. These new regulations 
caused property, if it was worth ciuling by that name, almost 
umvereally to change hands. In a new and improying colony it 
was not extraordinary that men should purchiUe land for part 
only of which they could pay, trusting to industry and the course 
of time to make ^at really their own which was then only so 
nominally — a system generally followed, and followed by as 
general min ; nuBeiy treading on the heels of misery. Pre- 
riously to the arrival of these new land-sale regulations there were 
few insolvencies in Australia Felix ; very diflerent was the 
result in Australia the Son'owful. from Febniaiy, 1842, to 
October of the same year, there were seventy-fow insolvencies in 
Port Phillip alone ; and of these, the liabilities of those only then 
ascertained — sixty-five of them — amounted to lS9,036iL 18s. 6<J. 
This, it mast be remembered, occurred amongst a population of 
then not more than ten or twelve thousand persons. In the 
world's previous annals there is nothing like this. 1 do not say 
that Lord John Russell caused al! this ruin : Sir George Qipps 
had prepared the gunpowder, and laid the train; Lord John 
only applied the fire-stick to it. Lord John confessed, on re- 
ceiving intelligence, bow utterly unfitted his new regulatioiu 
were for the then condition of the colony ; that at the time those 
regulations were framed, the value of the Port Phillip crowu 
lands was not known in England. Confessions of ignorance 
afibrd but little consolation to Oiose who have been ruined by it. 
In South Australia the Company, when they had raised the price 
of land from twelve to twenty shillings per acre and found it 
impolitic, on reducing it to the old price, made, or proposed to 
make, compensation to such as had purchased at the advanced 
price. There was conscience in the Company; they proposed 
to deal like honest men : and " honesty and justice, if rather 
unfaabionable amongst governors or ministers, are a good example 
for the people." I told the minister so, and claimed compensa- 
tion. What did 1 get) Jost what I expected, after about two 
years' pro and con. the following final deusion : — 

(Copt). 

MeOomTtt, 9tt October, 1M3. 
S[R, — Heferring to the representation made by you to the 
Secretary of State, of certain circumstances under which you 
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consider yourself to have been aggrieTed in the purchase of luid 
at Melbourne ; and to joar claim either to be paid bade flva 
hundred pounds in monev, or else to hare five hnndred acres 
given you in land ; I have the honour to state, that 1 have received 
copy of a despatch from the Right Honourable the Secretary of 
State for the Coloniea, on the subject of this claim; and regret 
to state that hia lordahip considera that the same cannot be 
admitted. 

I have the honour to he, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

C. J. Li Trobb. 
TV RicHiBD HoxTTT, Etj., MttbovTW. 

The Weat Indian slave-owners were compensated at a great 
•spense to England, because peratma interested largely in that 
kind of property were the fountains of the law ; but the Aus- 
tralian sufferers were unrepresented and oncompeusated, when, 
with millions of nnsold and onaaleable acres at its command, the 
government might have been honest so cheaply. 

We were no speculators ; we had purchased land to cnltivate, 
and did cultivate it ; when, by government alteration in the 
value, we found ourselves — myself and brother — defrauded out 
of the sum mentioned in the Secretary of State's despatch. 
How far we were rewarded for such cultivation will be found 
&ithfully, yet very briefly, detailed, not half of the difGcultiea 
or untoward circumstances mentioned, political or natural, in 
a fonner page. 

By taking advantage, every advantage, of a new field of epecn- 
lation, the crown realised a vast land-fund. What was done 
with it 1 If it was ever intended, and it was said to be so, to 
be laid out in Isbonr for the benefit of the people from whom it 
was derived, never was any good intention BO completely defeated. 
Several thousands of persons were imported into the colonies at 
a cost of Wl. each, omy fitted for a temporary porpose, at a cost 
which should have insured their being in. accordance with the 
country's necessities, universal in their osefolness, and for life. 
Through lamentable ignorance, cupidity of emigration agents, 
aikd other miserable circumstances, all cdonial classes have been 
made to suffer. Thus where there should be one mechanic in 
the colonies, there is a hundred. These are not only wretched 
themselves, but cause ruin to others. Such of them as c^ leave 
the country do. What ruin has been occaMoned by fluctuationa 
in property, through the injudicious introduction of labour, may- 
be judged from this simple ciicnmstaocB, that building uiateiials, 
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bricks especially, at one time St., are now 6(. per thousand ; 
coueeqnently all baildinga, like other colonial property, become 
nearly wortliless. Whilst artisans are starving, or leaving the 
laud, the settlers are making a load clamour for shephercls, hnt- 

' )ers, and labourers. 

a this subject, in conclosion, I will <]note, in confirmation of 
HUT own sentiments, attered preTiouBlj in letters to my friends, 
wttat Dr. Lang, a tme patriot and philanthropist, declared boldly 
in his place in the legislative council of New South Wales : — 

" Dr. Lang, in an able and length? speech, blamed the goTeni- 
ment for withholding assistance mim the anemployed ; and 
refeired to the poor of Ireland, the Highlands and Islands of 
Scotland, who bad been repeatedly reUeved by the imperial 
government. 

" The honouiable member also accused the executive of being, 
in a great degree, the canse of the present distress ; it had doled 
out land in small portions, not sufficient to satisfy but merelj to 
whet the appetite of the pablic, and had raised, as was especially 
tha case in Melbonme, tie price of land and town allotments to 
an enormous rate. In short, the government had actod precisely 
in (he same way with their commodity as any mercantile hoase 
would do that had the monopoly of any article of general demand 
in the market, and merelv looked to get the highest pottible price 
for it, whatever might be the consequence to the purchaaer. 
They had killed the goose to get at the golden egg. And what 
did they do when they had got it 1 They placea it at a high 
rate of interest in the banks ; and thereby virtually forced these 
institations, in self-defence, into a state of nnnatnral action and 
excitement, to throw multttades of paper kites that seemed ex- 
ceedincfy beautiful as they sparkled in the firmament, but that 
descended in a stream of hqmd lava, that spread desolation over 
the whole country. The money thus obtained in the first in- 
stance, and employed in the way he had stated in the second, to 
aggravate the evil, bad last of all been expended in the most 
reddesB manner possible. He allnded, of course, to the bounty- 
emigration system ; a system under which the best interests of 
the colony were left at the mercy of the most nuprincipled 
speculators, without any of those checks of which common sense 
might have dictated the use. Consideiing, therefore, what the 
government baa done to originate and aggravate the eiusting 
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EMIGRATION-AGENT EIDNAPPEBa 
" On casting oxa eye over a file of Irish and Scotch papere, 
the other daj, we omerred adTertiBementa oimoaDciDg the pro- 
jected departure of the emigraiit ahips for this colony with tiieir 
freight ; sod strongly recammending carpenteia, roBSona, me- 
chanics, biicklayera, smiths, and whedwrights, to tales advantage 
of the ' Bounty Syitem,' oi th^re vxu an urgent demand for their 
labour tn the co&nf . Now, as the very reverse of this is the 
bet, we hope these unprincipled agents — these traffickers in 
human flesh — will be made to soffer for their anti-christian 
conduct. It may be said that these people wonld make good 
shepherds, but common experience proves the follsCT of snch 
a statement ; and any one, who has tne least knowledge of the 
world, mnst admit the great difficulty there is in inducing per- 
sons to change long settled habits, or to adopt a difFerent course 
of life to that which perhaps manv have been accustomed to 
follow from their boyhood. One volnnteer is worth two pressed 
men ; and we apprehend that but few mechanics, among the 
emigrants, will feel disposed to handle the spade, or to sssome 
the shepherd's crook. This is what they will be forced to do, 
or they must starve." — Sydney Secord, Jan. 13, 1844. 



THE GUM-TREE BELL. 
In Rome of the most simple, ancient, and picturesque of Engliah 
villages and hamleta, the old churches are in fields, oi with uieir 
small grave-yards, stand by Toad-sides. Some of these have 
singular belfries. I recollect, at Isley Walton, Leicesteishiie, 
the bell-rope of the only bell hang ontside tha chorch-tower, for 
anybody to pnll. So also at Buttennere, in our English Switzei^ 
land, the lake coontiy. Perhaps, in some places, the bell, where 
there is no tower, may be hung in a tree. So we suppose it 
mast have been in ike early days of Christianity in Britain ; ihrn 
bell, with its iron tongue, spetuiing from some old oak or elm, 
called the scattered TiUageiB to church. At Melbourne, the 
Soman Catholic Church has near to it a gum-tree, from which 
depends pictnreB<]nely enough its one beU, there beine as yet 
no belfry built i in fact, although the day of wooden {laces of 
worship is gone by with all Christian denominations, yet part of 
the Catholic Chnrch only is erected, the east and west |«rtdons 
having yet to be added. The church-going Episcopalians are 
called together yet, having no bell of their own, l^ that of the 
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Police Office ; a circunutance rather apporentlv nnKTacioiM, the 
voice of the church modulated by the tongue of civil antlwrity. 
I We better to hear the free awing of the gum-tree bell. 



PORT PHILLIP RAIN TABLE. 
The scale is one inch and hnndredtha. For thia I must 
acknowledge myself indebted to Edward Curr, Esq. of St. 
Helieis, a Soman Catholic gentleman, an observant and intelli- 
gent resident of the colony. 
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This is a goodly quantity of rain it most be admitted, which, 
bat for the dryness of the atmoaphere, warmth of the climate, 
and quick evaporation, wonld not only prove too abundant bat 
nnhe^thful. Everything considered, the climale is, as Mr. Corr 
himself observed to me, as near perfection as possible. Still the 
rain falla too scantily in the heat of sammer, and a little too 
heavily in winter ; and then, owing to the season, lies too long. 

We rarely meet with, to use Milton's term, "good unmiied" 
in man, much less in countries. We must be tEankfal for the 
pnie dry atmosphere of Australia ; its almost everlastingly 
diaphanous heavens ; its salubrity ; its abundant and cheap 
food; yet there are great drawbaclLs. Its few rivers, and &r 
between ; its immense stony and sterile ranges ; its small quan- 
tity of rich aoil, and that too often found where it is Sable 
to floods ; its great scarcity of spring water, and less of girad. 
England, how unqaestionably superior to Australia in uiese 
latter respects, yet how unhappily circumstanced as regards the 
former I If in England there is a mote humid atmosphere, a 
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t land, abnnd&nu of wells, spriii^, brooks and riTiSTS, 

18 also an endlesf list of hnnuin ailments, coughs, colds, 
conaumptioas— theii accompauimeata. 



HOME APPOINTMENT OP COIX)SIAL GOVERNMENT 
OFFICERS. 

I have beard an intelligent colonist comply that the Homie- 
appointment of Calanial Oovemment Officers bad, amongst othei 
evil inflnences, this, that such persons introduce a more expensive 



appearance of the old custom of colonial mastere and servants 
takine their meals t^^ether, and living on more homely food, is 
one effect of snch influence. 

ThuB much IB advanced by homely regard for the past aoainst 
modem refinement — not in the colonies aloue ; bat it shoald be 
borne in mind whether some good may not sccamponj mcfa 
refinement; there may he diffused a little moral and religions 
purification bom the folds of garments of an older civilisation, 
not QDueeded in the atmosphere of penal colonies ; high |irin- 
ciple, let OB hope, and moral worth in their divineet revelations. 

There is another objection to such officeis. I quote Mr. Ross, 
of Hobart Tovni : — 

" In place of snch men becoming an acquisition to the colony 
they become a sensible miHchief, sapping it of its best resonrces, 
sbntting ont legitimate settlers, and occupying tbeir plaee to 
the drawback and detriment of the rising commnnity : snob as 
swaim round the door of the Lieatenant-Oovemor's office, will) 
tba hope of obtaining some easy post, in which, after & few 
years, tney may save up wberewitbal like him, and be enabled 
to desert the colony with a portion of its wealth. It was the 
knowledge of this &et that indnced Governor Macquarie to 
recommend the government at home to give tiie preference to 
family men in sending ont persons to fill public situations, there 
bein^ less likelihood of snch persons studying directly colonial 
spoliation." 

It is not to be wondered at that l^e old and permanent colo- 
nisbi should regard snch transfer of colcmial caali to England as 
a notorious evU ; still, if they cannot detain in the new conntiy 
all the wealth it has in it, received or ^nerafed, let the Austra- 
lians and Taamanians rest satisfied with what they do receive 
9nd retain ; for, for every pound that leaves them, one hundred 
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Will be retnmed to tbem from Endanct. Let bot a few ricli 
settlers Tetom home, that is, enriched b; the colonies, and, like 
the bunches of grapes carried from the Land of Promise, which 
made snch a sensible impression on the Israelites, and the golden 
fmits of colonial enterprise will not all be lost to the colo- 
nies. It is only unfortunate for us that sach has been the most 
wretched new land-sale system of the colonies, and such their 
deplorable consequent condition, that no Calebs or Joehuaa can 
bear back to the Father-land any fiiiit except such as is the 
fabled growth of the Dead Sea — auies and bittemeBS. 



SOLITARY COQITATIOHa 

Offentintes when hastily bending my way to Melbourne, in- 
ternally busied with ordinary cares, or occupied with mental 
cogitations ef the present or the past, there falls upon my ear 
the gentlest note that was ever nttered by the bill of bird, 
" Quick-enough, quick-enou^, qnick-enough." Kindly spirited 
creature ! Qentlest of taskmaatera ! It intimates, like Solomon, 
that there is a time for eTerything, time enou^ ; and that it 
were wise that 1 should relax my steps, and look around me a 
little more leisuiely, were it only to observe how gracefully, 
rt^^arded or not, the 'shiac-trees are waving tbeir tresses in the 
wind ; how freshly green are the mimosas ; how venerable, 
antique, and sturdy, are the ashT-looking boles and honghs of 
the giant gum-trees i and how singular in appearance are the 
Banksias, prim and formal-looking trees, studded all over with 
the last year's cones interspersed thickly with this gear's blos- 
soms, willow catkin-like, only not thin or drooping, mddy 
colouring blent with yellow. 

Tbii tree the Australians call Honeysuckle ; little short of 
blftisphemj. Snielv deep mortal forgetfulness must have fiJlen 
npon the person who so designated it. What ! would he have 
ua beheve that there is the slightest resemblance in graoefulnesa 
or iragtance, betwixt this besom of a tree, and our sweet, wild, 
rural, lover-worshipped, arm-entwining, gay, and fentasUc, 
English woodbine 1 It is nothing less tluin nigh tieason against 
the regali^ and poetry of Nature ! Still, let us not be angry ; 
some sad ^id home-sick personage might, out of the world of 
eld affections, so call it, that he might be less forlorn in exile. 
Nay, even in his imagination seeing the reaUv delicious English 
shrub, and slightly and lovelessly regarding uiis, he might thug 

• ffliJM » the natiTB Damo — Tulgtriwd to she-oak. 
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'uting hiB kindlinew 



SO let OB in choritj believe. 

Bat, what sound is this 1 The veiy hnm of a clover field — 
yes, these are surely English bees — certMnly Uiey are— and in 
these flowers. WeU, now, the blossoniB do a httle more re- 
semble honeysuckles — English woodbines, 

Alas, poor fools I what could bring yon from the flower-gar- 
dens and fields, the parterrea of art and nature, the heaths, 
slopes, and npluids, of your native land 1 But 1 foi^et myself; 
these simple creatures know nothing of the ^stem so &ehionable 
in onr human world— the voluntary. These, called of old, by 
quaint poets, sweet thieves, though in spirit fi«e as the breeze 
of summer, wild woodland wanderers though they be, have not 
been guilty of this far and outlandish quest. The swallow, our 
English nsitar, may come and go with inconstant wing, bnt the 
bee is no restless-souled emigrant, no half-witted voluntaiy 
exile. These plunderers of bud and blossom, like other free- 
booters, have been certainly transported ; lagged out for life for 
some most natural thieveries, some kind of instinctive poaching. 
Here, like silly poeta, they will find little quintessence ia the 
soul of things, httle of the f;olden poetry of bud and blossom, 
little of any lund of gold. Whatever can compensate to them 
the loss of their old and ^miliar world of sweets — their English 
paradise 1 Even now, whilst I think of it, iLere seems a sadder 
tone in the murmnrous sound which I hear. I must believe 
that liey see the place whence they were taken. They see the 
small atraw-roofed cottage, under whose &T-protruding thatch 
their own little houses stood. There are the row of hives. The 
red rose and the white nod against the diamond pones of the 
window, and peep in at the door. The grave old cottager, and 
tite clean, homely matron, pass silently in and about, amidst the 
scent of ladslove, thyme, and lilac. The shrill chi^ of a sparrow 
is above them, and the lark's song is in the sky. The fields are 
all gold and silver— -a waving flood of fragrance. 

Alas, poor exiles ! Where now are your common heritage of 
blossomed bean-flelds 1 your heath of purple ling and golden 
broom ) your fields of ruddy clover 1 your homesteads full of 
marjoram and meadow-sweet 1 where are the real honeysnckles 
and the wild red roses — full of dews, and shadows, and snn- 
ahine, and sleep— full to overflowing with your sweet bee-vrine % 
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A GOOD MAEK. 

I wondered oftea what was the mesnitig of this, amongst 
many other peculiar colonial phrases, "la the man a good mark?" 
Onr bollock-driver had it faimliarly in his month. I heard it 
casually from the hpa of apparently respectable settlers as they 
rode on the highway, " Such and such a one is a good mark ! " — 
simply a person who pays his men their wages, without delays 
or drawbacks ; a man to whom you may sell anything safely ; 
for there are in the colony people who are regularly summoned 
before the magistrates by every servant they employ for wages. 
They seem to like to do everything publicly, legfJly, and so 
become, notoriously, not "good marks." 

"A more-pork kind of fellow," is a man of cnt-and-diy 
phrases ; a person remarkable for nothing new in common con- 
versation. This, by some, is thought very expressive ; the 
mote-pork being a kind of Australian owl, notorious for its 
wearying nightly iteration, "More pork, more pork." 

The common people are not destitute of what Wordsworth 
calls "the poetiy of commoD speech," many of their similes 
being very forcibly and naturally drawn from objects femiliarly 
in sight, and quite Australian. 

" Poor as a bandicoot," " Miserable as a shag on a rock," &c. ; 
these and others I very frequently heard them make nse of. I 
stared at a man one day for saying that a certain allotment of 
land was "an old-man allotment : he meant a large aUotment 
— the old-man kangaroo being the largest kangaroo. 



ECONOMY AND MORALITY IN CONVICT COLONIES. 

There are, and have been, in Van Diemen's Land abundance 
of small settlers, and not a few of the more wealthy — if to possess 
large tracts of land entitle them to be considered more opulent — 
who manage their affairs in the most miserable, careless, and 
uneconomical manner imaginable. Almost every thing is done 
on the credit system and by barter. The land is purchased or 
rented, and for the seed to sow it with they fo to some of (he 
town storekeepers ; and the crop, even before it is in the ground, 
is thus mortgaged ; for the woof, before it is shorn, they obtain 
rations — tea, sugar, flour, salt provisions, clothing of all kinds — 
all to be paid for with the growing crops. 

Any man possessed of sheep or cattle, farm or rural location 
of any kind, opens an account with the storekeeper. Of these 
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■torekeepen many are Hebrew, and otliera Chiistiait Jews — 
most uncoDScioiuibk dealers ; viiose charts for goods are not 
proportioned to the risk, bat to the possibility of obt^uing aS 
they chaj:ge. If a settler is Industrioag, peisevering, steady, and 
fortnnate, he gets on in the world, and soon gets out of their 



dealere in colonial knavery have realised enormous fortnnes ; 
some of them have had tvo or more strings to their commercial 
bow. They have also been ionlceepers and extensive fanners ; 
the fanns and stock having fallen into their hands in the uataral 
course of things, resulting from their vocations of stoiekeeping 
and spirit-selling. Who so well known for their wealth as tbose 

famous colonial traders, T , of Sydney, and F and W , 

of Launceston. Men, whose lives, whose sayings and doinss, 
were they written, would abound with racy material for &e 
novelist ; and would present to the student of human character 

some striking incidents in new and romantic sitnations. F , 

at one time, apprehended and sent as a prisoner, as all criminals 
then were, to be tried at Sydney ; and along with him, as the 
most neceesaiy evidence of his guilt, packed in casks, Uie skins 
of the sheep which he had stolen and killed, and which had 
been found in his possession. He, so rich, and to be tried capi- 
tally, was rather a serious, and would have been to most ■ 
dreadful situation. To him it was a matter of other moment, 
food for drollery, and a well-BpiiD^ of perpetual good-hnmoar. 
No one could Uiink him guilty ; his pleasantry won insensibly 
on all his sea-faring companions. To his accnaerg, and to those 
who bad the charge of his person, there was somethins in it in- 
comprehensible. He must, they felt assured, have other hopes 
and evidence on hie side of the question t« adduce, of which 
they knew nothing ; for nothing seemed to their apprehension 
more certain than his gnilt, conviction, and death. Poor crea- 
tures, and pitiable for their simplicity I They had foigot ibhi 
he was a magician, and carried with him a talisman as wondeifnl 
in its effects as the lamp of Aladdin ! 

When arraigned and tried at Sjdney,hewasacqQitt«d ; for on 
opening the fatal casks, the Pandora's box whence nis evil genina 

was to issue, the skins were — OmirabiledtetuJ — seal-skina! F 

bad touched the seamen with his golden necromantic wand — the 
casks had opened, the sheep-skins had gone overboard, and the 
others had been substitnted. Blessed are they who carry wit^ 
them, if not a clear conscience, that patent life-preserver and 
deliverer in ninltifarieus difficalties and da^en, the golden 
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tkUgman ! I have heard ihat in the after dafa of Mb pronwritv, 

F , when lie hadsl»iit Mm a knot of his confidential niend* 

and associates, used to amuse them wouderfoU; with facetiona 
ce<ntatioiis of this uid his other hair-breadth 'scapes and adTen- 
tores. Alas, he grew old ! and when Death approached him 
Bearlj, he felt uncomfortable and restlesa, and remoTed to hia 
oonntiy location t« die more at his ease, and qnietlj : and then 
back again to the town. Then some one must pray by him, tor 
be was not altogether as he wished to be. Still human nature 
would he predominant, and he is said to have declared to hii 
f^ostly comforter, that "be was no soch great sinner after 
all!" 

PRIMiTIVE COLONIAL FARMING OPERATIONS. 
Year after year, on myriads of colonial forms in the eorn lands, 

the stamps oi trees are left standing, to be cursed every seaaon, 
and plonghed round in the customary manner. It would be a 
world of trouble to grub them up, so ther« they are left to cause 
infinitely more. Then what a disagreeable employment it is for 
tbe English plonghman, who has always hod old cultivated fields 
Ut momfeat his skill npon, to break np a new piece of land t 
Every few minutes he must pause, to cut through a root or to 
remove a stone. Often, too, he has to visit the. smith witb 
bended and broken plough-irons. Then the Australian climat« 
is very friendly to the wheelwright ; the dryness of the snu and 
tbe atmosphere shrivelHug tbe wood until ploughs, harrows, and 
dray-wheels fall to pieces. We had two pair of good wheels 
(one pair new) in two years. When a fresh piece of ground is 
ploughed it looks like coarse wicker-work, so thickly is it gossa* 
mered over with tree-roots and fibres. To rid the land of these 
is no small task, most of the fibres and roots being fast at one 
and. Years elapse before you have done with them. A great 
deal of com is lost, and tliere are no gleaners, because the land 
is not rolled to break the clods, few fumera having a roller. We 
bad that luxury ; and we raked the ground, muing oDiselves 
both a roller and rakes : but when the com was thresned it was 
fnll of bits of earth, bark of roots, and small fragments of roots. 
We had no bom, (there is no possibiUty of doing everything yon 
wish, and at once,) so we had to thresh oat the com in the coun* 
try's primitive mode. We had no granary hot our cottage ; so in 
it we had to stow oni sacks of grain. There it was followed by 
mice, and tbe mice were followed by snakes, three of which 
deadly pests we managed to kill, one of tbem whilst crossing tb4 
very&BOTtli. 

[■.a.wi=,CoO^IC 



236 Airanuuui vote-book. 

How strange it sounds to (he free labourer to be told, one. 
especially jiut new from tlie old conutiies, that the Bettler hat no 
non^; wit he miut be paid tn kind. This is general in Van 
Diemen's Land. If he is reaping, he most receive for hia work 
V> many bnshelB of wheat per acre, and as much slop clothinK, 
tobacco, &c. at the settler's storekeeper's in the town, as his 
wages amount to. Still more Btrange it is when he has to tliresh 
where there is no floor but the bare earth, and no roof but the 
hare heavens. Nineteen crops of wheat have been known to 
have been raised Boccessivelj without manure from the same 
field ; beaten oat without anj atten)J>t to raise a bam, and the 
nineteen years' accumulated straw has lain in one heap where it 
was originally thrown, undistnrbed. This is not the case nni- 
versally ; some of the rich Tasmanian and Aostralian settlers 
have good sabstantial bams, and oiber oat-buildings, quite 
suitable to their houses ; not a few of vMck axe elegant, and 
some quite noble. 

I have heard people say that they wonld like as well to thresh 
on the bare ground as in a bam, and to clean their com with 
the wind as with a winnowing-machine : yes — it may suit a lot 
of idle convicts, who, having once been imprisoned, do not like 
the eight of walls, and would rather stand waiting every five 
minutes for a breath of wind that will but last one, instead of 
using their hands at a machine to raise it ; but for doing the 
work well, and with despatch, commend me to the good old 
English method. One great disadvantage there is in the oat-of- 
door threshing, the wind every minute or two comes in pnSs, 
mingling the threshed and untbreshed com together. It is tme 
that the com in the sun comes out much more easily, bat the 
straw is beaten throogh its intense dryness into dust. Ei^ht 
bushels of barley is considered a day's work in England ; whilst 
in the colony twenty is talked of, bat I think, if ever accom- 
plished, is not well done. Still the primitive custom is slovenly 
and an idle one, favoured by the warm dty climate, which 
fosters a great deal of other iiUeness. 



SQUATTING. 

Some idea may be formed of the importance of the Squatting 
Interest by the fact, that from a table presented to the Legis- 
lative Council of New South Wales, it appears that at the 
present time, October, 1843, there are beyond the boundaries of 
location 879 stations, having 11,000 acres of cultivated land, a 
population of 6000 souls, 11,796 horses, 491,000 head of homed 
cattle, and one million ^ght hundred sheep. 



3,Coo^le 



AnSTBALIAK NOTE-BOOK. 337 

An idea maj also be formed of Qie immense loss of capital 

BQStained by (be Sqnattiiig commTmitj, wben we reflect on the 
great depredation in the value of all kinds of stock. A depre- 
ciation which has swallowed up all the increase, and will jet 
fotyears swallow it np. 

Ilie Squatting Interest is certainly important in wealth and 
its results ; bat, as a system, for the fnU occapancy of a new 
and extensive country ansatis&ctory, only advantageous as a 
temporary measnre ; and the sooner such uncertain and semi- 
occupancy of the land is coDverted into real and full posseasioa 
bj parchose, the better bo^ for the Squatter and for the per- 
manent good of the country. A new laud-sale system only 
can do it ; the land must be sold according to its real relative 



THE COUNTEY BETWEEN MELBOURNE AND ADELAIDE. 



lieutenant Mundy, late of tbe 21st regiment, and I, left 
Melbonme at noon, on Thnisday, the 11th of July, and after a 
drive of thirty-two miles over the beautiful open grassy downs 
of Port Phillip, halted for the night near Mount Macedon, Our 
route for nine miles was underneath the southern point of Mace- 
don, through ranges of, as it is usnally termed, tbe Black Forest, 
thiddy covered with stringy-baik and other timber of great size. 
At the termination of this forest tbe eoontry again opens into 
nodulaticg downs ; the soil is of good agricultural quality, and 
the pasturage not to be surpassed W sheep crazing. This park~ 
like Hceneij continues for twenty miles, when we crossed the 
Campasby rivulet, a small but valuable stream which flows inte 
the river Hume, four miles below the junction of the rivers 
Ooulboum and Hume. We started from tbe Camposby at noon, 
on the 14th. A few miles brought us to the pass over the Colo- 
bin, mnning through a deep ravine down high steep banks, where 
Mr. Mundy fonnd it a difficult task to drive with any degree of 
safety, "nie country here was of granite soil, affording oood 
sheep paaturage. Crossing over a rocky pass, called by Major 
Mitwiell, Expedition Pass, we encamped in a small grassy val- 
ley on the southern aide of the range : the distance travelled 
during this afternoon, twenty miles, 

Monday, IMA.— Passed over some small timbered hills, 
through which a branch of the Yarraine streamlet nms (when 
Sowing) ; the valleys well grassed. About five miles farther, we 
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Bsain came npon open gnsay downB, on which we raw a nnmber 
of ernoB feeding. The soil bb we proceeded wu of rather an 
inferior quality, TravelUnc tor about ten miles, wa approached 
k deep and broad valley, through which the course of a l&ige 
creek or principal hrancn of 'Uie Yarraine winds. On aome of 
the sheeta of water we observed raosk ducks, with beads of an 
unusually large size. After having dined, and changed the 
horses in hamess, we proceeded down the valley for the distance 
of a mile, when, turning to the left, we went over soms stony 
hills for four miles : the remainder of the jonmey continued open 
downs, when we again descended jpto a deep valley and en- 
camped by the edge of a large sheet of water, onr day s jonniey 
bei^ twenty-e^ht miles, 

Ivetday, 16m. — After starting, we crossed for seven miles 
over the same open coontry, when wo came to a beautiful rich 
valley, with a sheet of water in the middle. We continued to 
pass over open downs, the soil not of flrst-rate quality, hut the 
sf^nery a perfect panorama ; although adapted for sheep, it is 
by no means fitted for extensive agricultural operations. In the 
evening we came to a aheep-statiou beloDsing to Mr. Boweiman, 
npon wliat I should consider to be also aoranoh of the Yanaine 
nver. Mr. Allan, who lives on the station, showed us a human 
skull that had been found near here, with two fractures behind, 
apparently done with a tomahawk. 1 felt perfectly confident 
the skull had been that of a white man. Mr. Allan intends to 
cany it to Melbonme, when some unfortunate man's fate may be 
discovered. The skull was of peculiarly intelligent formation.* 

Tiursda;/, IBtA. — We passed for seventeen miles through 
ranges covered with stringy bark ; these are called by Major 
Mitchell, the Australian Pyrenees. A few miles to the wwt of 
OS they appeared mach higher and more difficult to cross. The 
range was undulating, and good driving road when we passed 
over. Kangaroos were seen here for the first time on the jour- 
ney, and on a sheet of water a few teal dncks. The remainder 
of our day's journey was through an open grassy gum-tree 
forest. After having travelled twenty-three miles, we ba]t«d 
for the night near a small hole of water ; here we observed the 
bones of a horse ; from its position we coucluded it must have 
been a blood mare belonging to Mr. Allan, and killed by the 
Botorions Dignnm and bis followers for provisions. 

* I> it irapiobsble Uiat this eknll msj be lliat of Mr, GsllibiHod, or of 
Mr. HeB», irho wei« loet or mutdered st no great diiUace from this 
nei^bourhood ? 
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Pyreneea behind oi. From this side the; appear a formidable 
nuge of mountain. We cow crossed the plain for ten miles ; 
the sDrface much broken with Bmall holes, when we came npoD 
a creek of good water. We crossed open downs of a sjmilar 
character for eight miles. While at tmmer, six emus rui past 
behind a hill to the westward, probably disturbed by a body of 
natives hunting. We then continued our jonmey throogh the 
same pictoreaqDe coontry for fifteen miles, the Onunpiaa Hills 
on onr light. These monntains are of Hingular formation, the 
greater part of them having conical tops, indicating volcanic 
origin. Although the conntrv is at this season covered with 
beautiful grass, the soil is inferior to the Monaroo downs l^ing 
west of Twofold Bay ; bat for fine panoramic scenery, it is 
nneqnalled. About two hours after sunset^ by the light of the 
moon, we made the river Hopkins, by the side of a large sheet 
of water, 1 think impregnated with alam. 

Saturday, 20lh.—We passed down the valley of the Hopkins 
toabelt of trees,, and there break&sted. Whilst examining a 
sheet of water, to get at some wild docks, we discovered a native 
skulking among the reeds. He seemed much alarmed, either at 
ns or onr guns, and tried to get off. His tribe were no doubt 
watching us, though not seen, but we had not time to attempt 
anycommnnication. We travelled on fifteen miles and encamped, 
the day being wet. Half this distance was over plains, the 
Eemainder a beantifal forest of she-oak and the acacia fragrans. 
Onr encampment was in a pretty, sequestered nook, sorrounded 
by fine grass, which our horses enjoyed. Emus and inrkeyB 
were nnmeroas over all the route, 

Sunday, 21f;.— This morning it snowed heavily, and continued 
till noon, when the day cleared up. We continued oar journey 
for twenty miles at the ral^ of eight miles an hour, through a 
bsaatiful open forest of she-oak. The land was here very good. 
After rounding the most southern point of the Grampian ran^, 
we passed for a few miles through a country of the same descnp- 
tioQ, when, coming to the edge of an extensive plain, which pro- 
mised us shelter for the night, we turned up two miles to the 
right, and encamped in a green vallev, near a sheet of water, 
immediately under the singular mount oefore mentioned. Emus, 
kan^roos, and black dacks were numerous. 

Monday, ^nd. — Leavingthe forest, we entered upon extensive 
plains, somewhat marshy, and heavily grassed. We now quitted 
the reedy creek we were upon, and took our course westward, 
across excellent sheep downs. We again entered npona forest, 
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lightlj coTCTed with she-oaks, gnm, and cheny-treeB, This forest 
continued for seven miles, when we came to a itreom, the upper 
part of that named by Major Mitchell the Wannon. lixge, 
broad, and deep ithee^ of water, occasionally estendine to a 
mile in length, were covered with docks and Bwans. Following 
its coDFSe, we encamped on a beautiful spot of ground, after a 
joumev of twenty-five miles. Nothing could be more pleasing 
than this daj^s drive- 

JSteadajf, 23ni.^Onr day's journey continued along the course 
of the river, varying from south-west to south for twenty-five 
miles through a most beautiful forest, the whole way covered 
with a thidf carpeting of grass, the trees being alternately 
ehe-oak,the acacia fra^rans, gum-tree, honeysnckle, and mimosa, 
the general features hemg similar to the Yaira, ei^t miles above 
Melbourne. In the eremng we crossed to the right bank, where 
our encampment was enlivened by the songs of birds, which were 
here very namerous. 

fVedneiday, SUh. — The coontiy to-day was for some distance 
of the same description. We crossed a few valleys leading into 
the Wonnon, the course of which was now seen winding through 
the middle of a deep green valley, hounded on either side by rich 
greeo flats ; the hills, covered with fine grass on the sides, de- 
scending very steeply to the flats. Qradnally the country opened 
out to downs spotted with she-oak and acacia fragrans, Our 
day's stage was about twenty miles. About six miles above this 
place the grange of Major Mitchell flows into the Wannon, on 
its left bimk, near which place are two water&Us, one of fifty, 
and the other of one hundred feet. 

Thurgday, 26!A. — Leaving the Wannon to oui right, we 
crossed a high ridge of downs, and descended into another valley, 
through which a Hmoll creek takes its course ; the country for 
many miles covered with fine graM. The scenery was park-like, 
and, in fact, the country as beautiful as imagination could paint, 
or the most fastidious settler desire. An hour and a qaart«r'B 
drive of nine miles brought us to the station of Mr. Henty, dis- 
tant from Portland Bay about forty miles, where we remained 
for the night. 

Fr%day,2Gtk. — We started at noon, crossed the Wannon, and, 
ascending a ridge, descended into the valley of the Glenelg, 



which we also crossed, and encamped on some beautiful 



E?? 



... in the right bank. The channel of the Glenelg was muchsimi- 
lar to that of the Darahin, near Melbourne, the tea-tree growing 
in the middle of it. At this season veiy little water was running. 
Having now proceeded down the Waimon from its source to its 
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junction with the Qtenelg, 1 can safelr mj that on either side 

the whole distance of one hnndred. miles, u the most beautiful 
cooQtr;, and the richest land, jet seen in Aoatralia. Major 
Mitchell might well call sach a coimtiy Australia Felix. 

Satard^, i7lA. — Along the banks of the Qlecelg we bad 
some shooting at swans and torkeyH, when, pasmns for a mile up 
a well-gcaesea alluvial flat, #e ascended tne hi^ luid whion 
flanks Uie vall^. From hence, keepins a W.N.W. conree for 
five miles, passmg through a grass]' but toicUj timbered forest, 
in which emuB Eind kangaroos were very numerous, we now 
entered a country of a very different character, destitute of grass, 
and of a loose, sandy natiue, alternately covered with patches of 
stonted stringy-bark and the grass-tree. Distant about ten nules 
we came to a small hole of water, where were also some recently 
deserted bnts of the natives. From the shells scattered about, 
they appeared to have been feasting on the eggs of the emu. 
Wa proceeded, and for twenty miles passed over a coantiy alter- 
nating between sandy tracts and rashy marshes, withont water 
at present on the surface. Passing over a high sandy ridge we 
came upon a lake of fresh water, aboat nine miles square, abont 
thirty miles N.N.W. from our ciossing-place at the junction of 
the Wannon with ttie Qlenelg. This lake was subsequently 
named Lake Mundj, after my friend and companion, lieutenant 
Mnndy.' On m«.liiiig the lake, we drove on the beach round the 
north end, and found some excellent grass for onr horses, and 
encamped here, after having travelled thirty-three miles. When 
the moon rose, the lake was perfectly alive with water-fowl of 
all descriptions ; too wair, however, to allow us to approach. 
We now considered ouiselves in the 141st degree of east longi- 
tude, and en1«ring South Australia. 

Sttaday, 26lA. — We passed for three miles over a well-grassed 
forest, and entered into a sandy, stonted, stringy-bark forest, 
through which we travelled for ten miles, passing afterwards 
through an open flat country, generally of poor soil, thoogh there 
were generally small patches well-grassed. We now came to a 
small rid^ of limestone, bordering an extensive moor. Mr. 
Mundy discovered some extensive caves, with many round aper- 
tares on the surface, of aboat nine yards in circumference, by 
which we descended and sli^tl^ explored them. They appeared 
to be very extensive, hnt we did not penetrate a hundred yards, 
having no lights to examine ths interior. Our dog had some 
sport in killing bandicoots, which were numerous, and appeared 
to be the only inhabitants. Again starting we entered apon the 
moor ; it was covered witii heath and low bush, making the 
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tandem a heav)' drag for our hones. We continued for twelve 
luilea, and, an honr after dark, encamped on some white sand 
near a amaU clomp of boBhes, where we tied up our toneB foi 
the ni^t. 

' Mond^, 296i. — We started at d&ybreak, and after trareUing 
three milea, we entered a amaU forest of ahe-OBk, where, in a 
bvsh of maheB, we fonnd a natives* well, about a foot broad and 
three feet deep. The water was eicellent, and the qning was 
sufficiently strong to enable tis to draw, dnring the day, abont 
fifty gallons for oni horaea. We proceeded 1at« in the aftemoon 
through a well-grassed forest of^sheKiak and boneysnekle for 
seven miles ; the limestone appearing now and then throng the 
surface as qbubI. 

TuesiU^, sort. — This forest soon terminated, when we passed 
through sandv flats of the same character as those previonsly 
passed, boanded on the western side by a reedy marsh covered 
with good water, bat so shallow as to permit ns to continue our 
course strairiit through it. On the border of this maish the grass 
is veiy good for stock in transit. For ieveral miles we crossed s 
heathy moor, when we again entered a beantifnl weU-grassed 
forest, lij^tly timbered with she-oak and honeysnckJe, about 
' ir miles broad, which reminded as of the Wanuon country. 

le soil was a black loam npon limestone ; the rock obtruding 
._ places. This portion is well adapted for agricultaral purposes, 
;he geranium and wallen growing most luxuriantlv in spots whei« 
I tree bad been biimt. In this forest we foand a, well in the 
limestone rock, by Which we encamped, the rich feed fw oar 
homes tempting us to remain, having only accomplished seventeen 

Wednetday, Z\$t. — Onr couise, which had hitherto been 
W.N.W.,wa8nowaltered to N.W. Immediately after starting 
we entered npon a marshy plain, which continued for nine miles. 
There were a few veiy large tea-trees on the plain, and the soil 
was BO soft that we were obliged t« lead oar horses, and far the 
last tvro miles through water about half-a-foot in depth. We now 
entered a wretched sandy scrub of stunted eucalyptas bushes 
and groHB'trees, which continued for four miles, whenagain a small 
belt of she-oak trees with good grass succeeded. After feeding 
onr horses and leaving the forest, we entered npon a marsh, which 
extended as far as the eye could reach in a north-easterly direo- 
tion, but we crossed in abont four miles, and passing tlu-aash a 
small forest, we descried, at the distance of a mile, the lake 
discovered by Mr. Bonuey in March last, and named by hiita 
Lake Hawdon. On approaching the lake we fell apoa Mb'. 
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Bomier'B tmci, and saw wiiere he had dug one of hia wellB ; lint 
aittliiBseaaoiiwaterwaBabuiidantinalldirectionB. Kanearoosand 
emua were also abnadant. We surprised three black women 
digging for loota, who ran screBmius into the forest, where we 
heard the men answering their cries, but they were evidently too 
nmch alarmed to hold any communication. From the lake the 
sWamp eit«ndH to the north-east, and we attempted to cross it ; 
but after proceeding nearly three miles, we were obliged to 
retom, as onr horses were plnniing up to the middle, and skirt 
the sontbem edge towards a small forest, where we again encamped 
by s native well. 

nttrtdof, Auoutt IH. — Continued our conrae this morning, 
passing alternately over a thickly-timbeped forest of ahe-oak and 
sandy land, and marshes, which we were frequently compelled 
to ontfiank. The remainder of our day's journey was over 
pluns evidently at times under water ; and from the dams made 
hy the natives, it appears that they are in the habit of catching 
fish here in certain seasons. We encamped for the nigkt by a 
well of brackiah water, after a stage of twenty miles, 

Fridoji, 2Md. — We passed over a bog^ country, and entered 
into a narrow bolt of she-cak forest, homering the coast within 
300 yards of the sea-shore. We proceeded uong the coast for 
fifty miles. The land immediately on the shore was high sand- 
hills, bordered by a narrow grassy belt of she-oak forest ; then a 
plain about a mile wide ; and to Uie eastward of the plain, a chain 
of lakes, as we afterwards ascertained, connected with Lake 
Alexandrina. Beyond the lakes was a coun^ extending as tai 
■a the eye conld reach of sand hillocks. These getting more 
precipitous, we crossed a narrow pass between two lakes, and 

Sroceeded up the eastern side, the country being still of a barren 
Bscription. Towards the eastward 1 rode about ten miles 
inland, when I observed another chain of lakes extending to the 
eonth-east, parallel to these nearer the coast we had been skirting. 
1 met with an old native, and, as we were both unarmed, we 
soon became friends. He told me that the waters of these lakes 
were salt. On overtaking the party, we proceeded to the fresh 
water stream, discovered by the men left by Mr. Bonney on his last 
expedition, aft«r he had gone forward to Lake Alexandrina. This 
stream rises from underneath a mass of limestone. The water is 
somewhat brackish ; the stream is sufficient to turn a mill ; bnt, 
after Tunning for half a mile, it enters the lake. In this part of 
the lake, which is perfectly salt, we observed about half a foot of 
rise in the tide. 

Tveidtyf, 6tb. — During the previous night we heard the iwani 
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ntnnung Eram the eutward, and in the moming we perceiTed 
lAige flockB of crows coming from the ume dirMtion ; indior 
iioDM of ft fresh water lake exitting, at no great distance, in that 
direction. This moining we len the party, and proceeded 

N.N.W. twenty-five milea, over a perfectly sant^ desert, and 
encamped in the evening, with no food or water ioi the horses. 
The following day the country for the same distance was pre- 
cisely of the same character, when, towards the evening, 'we 
entered a forest of she-oak, bounding the main sonthem ann of 
Lake AleEondrina. . Here we foimd splendid food for our horses, 
that had fasted for lie last forty-eight hours. Next morning we 
proceeded fonr miles over a reiy pretty country bordering the 
uke, the rich allnvial flats ertending horn the lake for from half 
a mile to a mile. The waters of the lake were slightlv brackish, 
bat fit for n»e ; and excellent water was found at the well at 
which we halted. We remained on this beBntiful spot for Due 
and the following day. 

Thurtday, 8tk. — After crosaiag a belt of sandy connby for a 
distance of twelve miles, which separates the south from the 
north arm of the lake, we strack the borders of the lake, here 
again surrounded with rich alluvial soil, destitute of timber, and 
St for the plough. In the evening we encamped at the spot where 
the River Murra;f empties itself mto the lake ; and next moming 
we crossed the river by a boat which was statJoned there. The 
river is here 1 70 yards wide, fresh and very deep. On either bank 
the beds of reeds extend in width about the distance of a mile. 
The limestone rocks continne here, and it appears that the whole 
country from the Olenelg to this point of the Murray is one bed 
of limestone, alternately covered with sand, swamp, and strips of 
alluvial deposit, covered with grass and she-oak. In Ihe whole 
distance, with the exception of the streamlet we have mentioned, 
there is not a single course, although water could anvwhere be 
found by sinking wells. I think it probable that, from tue appear' 
ance of the conntiy inland, and more to the eastward, fresh water 
lakes will be found. 

Three days afterwards we reached Adelaide, throng Uie 
Mount Barker country, already too well known to need descrip- 
tion, having [lerfonned a pleasant Journey in perfect safety from 
MelWorne within a montli. 
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la the land revenue to become extinct ; or does the goTem- 
ment intend to make landed propertj of any valae; that vhicb 
it has sold already, or may wish to eell 1 

Mauj causes have been ostensibly pat forward to accoant fat 
the public diEtresB in the colony of Aastialia Faliz. Speculation 
is Mid to have done much: tius is the great and general charge. 
One intelligent writer mentions the disgust of British capitalists ; 
whilst our resident judge from the bencn censares pTiblic officers 
for countenancing, by thw' own conduct, the specnlatiTe mania, 
and thereby addiug to the evil of a vicious state of things. Tam- 
pering with the land-sale regalations is another csnsa ; and there 
yet are other and greater. That we are governed by people who 
reside at a distance ; who, if they know anything of our public 
condition and interests, have palpably disregarded them) u one 
fatal uid lamentable circumstance. Conld specnlation to any 
injurious extent ever have existed had fiii George Oippa clearly 
foreseen and done his dntyl Certainly not. Land was so 
dribbled out by onr local govemmeut as to raise its value extra- 
ordinarily ; to buy and sell it was a thriving and Inerative trade ; 
it was no specnlation 1 no lottery; any person seenied wofallT 
deficient in the oigao of acquisitiveness who neglected to embark 
in it. To purchase and re-tell Istai was the weU-lmown h^hway 
to sudden and incalculable wealth, in Australia Felix. Vet Uie 
d-will, fostered this 
e and precocious condition of 

Looking back into the lustory of the elder settled portion of 
New South Wales, and of Tasmania, we find that their advance- 
ment in wealth and general prosperity, was, as it ought to be, 
the work of years, steady, healtliful, and progressive. There 
, might be flnctaations, there are in all newly settled countries, 
seasons of scarcity and of abundance, good and bad times ; still 
there was progress, accumulation of wealth, in the main. 

Wealth there was, great prosperity, and the rumour of it tra- 
velled through all lands. Nothing was more commonly talked of 
in England thao the exlraordina^ opulence of the people of the 
old district of tins new portion of'^the globe. 

Then unfortunately onr splendid region of the Australasian 
continent became known and notorious. Capitalists from a 
distance flocked in, Colonial and British, and the resnit is 
before ns. 
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FosseasiDg a most delicious climate, and a aail not to Iw des- 
pised, with a ranee of gloiioospastorage almost anlimited; moat 
abnudaiitlT fumi^ed by nature and ProTidence with good, and 
the means of it ; how different ander wise, liberal, and effiowt 
management had been its histoiy ! 

As it is, it has in a great measure proved the grave of ca^tal. 
Colonial and British. Sonnd it is at the heart nevettbelen ; a 
good land and a desirable ; unfortanate only in its maltreated 
infancy ; still luminous throogh clouds of evil ; and full of inti- 
mations of a brilliant future destiny. 

Still we feel that " safGcient for the day is the evil thereof:" 
thoogh our calamities are temporary, they are grievous. 

Did Sir Gborge Qipps, at the time land was selling in 1840 
for such enormons soma, denounce it as a mania ! He eitlier 
thought that state of Port Phillip public temperament of mind 
sane and healthful, or why did na calculate, why did be build 
npon its continnance, why assure the home -government of his 
ability to furnish from the future land-ftmd such vast sums finr 
immigration purposes ; so as to earn a reprimand from it for 
delusion! It is evident he had himself been deluded, and either 
lacked the acumen to dtecem the real canse, or the honest 
boldness ingenuously t^i confess it. 

It is ea^ to talk about caaaes, and to willingly foiget or over- 
look the btal part he had in them, and to make his present 
knowledge and experience appear to have been his in the past ; 
whereas, aniackilv, the £act« will not bear him ont. Hear hia 
Excellency a little on this subject in his LegislatiTe Comid], 
Tuesday, May 10th, 1842 ;— 

" It is difficult to account precisely for the mania of specD^ 
lation, which at times affects all trading communities; but tile 
chief exciting caase of it in New South Wales was, I have no 
doubt, that for several years preceding 1640, capital was ponred 
into the colony ^ter tnan, for want of labooi, it could be ml^y 
employed, and that consequently, it passed, by some means Ot 
other, into the hands of persons willing to engace in haxardonk 
specnlationa, or to make mvestments wnich could not for vaxny 
rears yield an adequate return. This fatal focility of obtaintng 
boiTowed money was greatlv increased by the establishment M 
new banking companies, with large capitals (some of them fai«. 
nished from EngWd), which could only be employed in the 
disconnting of bills. The abundance of money thus created, 
caused a rapid rise to take place in almost every species of colo- 
nial property; and in the delosive hope that this rise would 
Gontinne to be a progressive one, nambeis were led to their rnin." 
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Sir George himself thought it would be a pn^ressive one. If 
lie thought otherwise, He wtis btally negligent of the best inte^ 
reata of the commniiitj under hia cnarge ; when he could have 
gt^qtped the maoia at once, in its very firet stage, hj pointing 
OQt to the land monopoliBta the ample meana poBSMsed Dj him- 
Belf for making that Und of property cheap enough. He only 
needed to have shown a diMiogition to check any kind of feverish 
longing in that way, and the ntmost cautiouBneea would have 
followed, and Eerenitj to the tone of the money'pnlse. But to 
have referred the land merchants to anything like a map of 
onaold crown luids : to have impressed upon their minds, how- 
ever faintly, the bonndleasness of the saleable acres, would have 
proved zero t« the sammer jollity of the land revenue. 

Sir George wished to realise as large a sum as possible from 
tbe crown lands, and Lord John Russell a still larger: His 
Excellency evinced the will to keep pace with the pnblic Kxcite- 
ntent, and t« get as mnch for the public lands as they would 
bring ; never for a moment considenng that he was fostering a 
coniUtion of things dangerous to the eqiukble advancement and 
pros^iily of the colony, and which has since been followed by 
so STievons a re-action — a re-action erased by stimulating the 
panlic appetite, and overstraining the monied capability of the 
oommnnity. 

Then (he home government had El Dorado atilitarian dreams 
of still larger masses of gold to be worked out of the land 
revenue ; dreams from which it awoke, aware that the ruin of a 
province, the united work of its governments, home and local, 
was a poor basis for the confidence of future capitalists, a poor 
incentive to it ; and not exactly the condition of things out of 
wkich healthful and ample land funds are to be realised. 

The discovery of Australia Felix opened a large field for 
roecnlation ; the dribbling manner in which it was sold created 
Vie appetite (mania, if yon please) ; the banks aided the rage by 
mjiltiplying money, the means for purchase ; Sir George allowed 
plenty «f time betwiit the sales for the land hanger to grow, it 
was BO delightful to be able to send large sums to England ! then 
Lord John Russell ruined all. By making land cheap in the 
(xJony he hoped it would seU inunensely ; by enlarging the froj; 
to the size of^the ox, it burst ; inordinate desires to raise out- 
rageous land revenues— to be enabled thereby te rid the old 
coontry of its sapemomerary people, proved at once an extin- 
guisher tA the former settlers, to colonists generally, and to the 
laud-fund e<]nslly. 

What is the condition of our agricultnial people I Miserably 
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nimiHiB. Not only have Uier to com^te with the penal colo- 
iu«8 ; with those privileged commiuutieB who outstrip tlieBBj 
having cheaper labour ; tSere is a privijeged clan in onr own 
colony also, with whom it is leas ponibie to compete. He 
cost of marine transmiMion ia a partial protection araiuiit the 
former, but againit the latter there is none. I ollade to tlte 
cnltivatais of squatting statioiu. As thongh the feinnei's other 
digadvantages were not in themBelves saffi^ent, it was reserved 
ior our loctJ goyemment, in its wisdom, to pennit, at their very 
do<»rB, this additional enormity. 

For instance, before me, and in clear pion>ect, are two looa- 
tixmi : one of tlkem, forty acres, is let* for 80^ per annnm, having 
only 820 yards of river frontage ; conseqaentTy, poBaeBBiDg only 
a few acres of aUnvial soil. The other, only divided fintm it by 
the river, has several miles of such mmtage, abnndance of Hob 
richest cultivable soil, with sofficient back-run for herds of cattle, 
for sheep, &c. ; and for this the squattei pays 10/. per annum. 
The first location, purchased from the crown for 440J. fnmished 
that som for immigration purposes ; the other has furnished 
nothing, yet participates in the advantage of labour thus pro- 
cared, equally. Thosthepurchaser of land ia made instmmentai 
in his own ruin. 

It will be evident how unjust ia the present system ; and how 
next to worthless, how nnletable, and nnsaleable, landed pro- 
perty must be. 

Instead of fresh locations being bronoht into cnllivaiion, moeh 
that is already so most relapse into the wilderness, whiLst tlie 
richest portions of the wildamess can be cultivated so nnre- 
servedly and bo cheap. 

If it was intended by Lord John Russell, and by Bir George 
Oipps following in his kack, to betray and ruin all who, 
putting faith in them, had made investments in colonial land 
— and the land fund also, they have acted well to Ihat end. 

It was once expected by the landed pr»^rietor and the fermer, 
that if the squatters were permitted to nuse farm produce other- 
wise than for their own consmnption, they would be placed on a 
more rational equahty with the agricnitnni commonity generally 
by a higher rental. Notice was given to them to that effect 
— then again abandoned, and the old, unequal, and unjust lya^ 
tem is continued. 

In Eiwland, how many and various are the sources of profit 
to the former. Here uieep and cattle, that moat IncratiTS, 
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belong to other depaitmenta. Nay, indeed, what is there that 
cannot be more ct^aply nised by the saoatter t 

The faimet ia, th^ika to oor Local X/egislaton, a kind of 
cmstnie for whom there ia no Anstratian oeceasity ! 



HERRT MISERIES. 
The following wm^, writteD by a ^tlonan of Mutland, and 
BDDg in Anatraiia wiu abundant mirth, ia ao real a history, if 
not of Billy Barlow, of many a wiser man than he is repreaented 
to be, thai its reprint in England wUl explain mndt of the 
joggling played off on newly arrived emigrants by the older 
coloniata — men, cocaidered aenaible in England, having too fre- 
quently ^en into the same trap. 



When I irai M hams I ma down on mr lack. 
And I fetrnt i poor Uyiog bj dmnog a truck ; 
Bat old mant died uid left mo ■ thoiuud— " Oh, oil, 
1 11 Btirt on mr tnTck," Hid Billj Bcrinr. 

Oh dear, Ucksdny, oh ; 

So off to Auatnlia cune BUtj Bukiw. 

When to S^diHT I got, then > nmchuit I met, 
Who did he could tc«h me ■ fbrtuoe to get ; 
He 'd nttle and iheep put the colonj'B boundi, 
Which he uld with the itatton tot m^ thooMod poundi. 

Oh deu, kckadij, oh. 

He gumnon'd the laih out of BQIt Bidow. 

When the bergiiia ma ■track, and the money nu paid. 
He Hid, " My dear fellow, jour faTtune i> made ; 
I can fundsh auppUes for the itation, yon know. 
And jour bill ii mfflcieat, good Hr. fiariow." 

Oh dear, lackadsf , oh, 

A gentleman letller ma Billy Barlow, 

So I got my (Dppliea, and I gave him my bill. 
And for New England started, my pocketa to flU ; 
But by buBhrangen met, with my traps they made free. 
Took my hone, and left Billy bailed to a tree. 

Oh dear, lackaday, oh, 

I ahall die ofttutation, thought Klly B«law. 
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, " Are yon free P "' Stya I, " Yes, to be mni, don't jon 
And I handed mj card, " Hr. Willum Barlow." 
Oh deaTf lackadaj, oh, 
He mid, " That's all gammoa," to Bill; Barloir. 

Then he put on the handcufla, and bnmghl me amy 
Ri^t hack down to Mutland, hefbre Mr. Day ; 
When I said I wai ftee, why the J. P. replied, 
" I mmt send jon down to be identified," 

Oh dear, kckaday, oh, 

So to Sydney once more went poor Billy Barlow. 

They IX lait let oke go, and I then did repair 
For my atation once more, and at length I got then ; 
But a few dayj before, the blacka, you muat know. 
Had q>ear'd all the cattle of Billy Barlow. 

Oh dear, teckaday, oh. 

It 'a a beaatjfnl country I ttid Billy Barlow. 

And for nine montlu before no rain there had been, 
So the devil a blade of graw could be aeen ; 
And one-Ihiid of my wethera the acab they had got, 
And the other two-lhiidi had juat died of the rot 

Oh dear, Ucluday, ofa, 

1 aliall sooQ be a settler, laid ffilly Barlow. 

And the matter to mend, now my hiU waB near due. 
So I wrote to my Mend, and jnat aaked to renew; 
He replied he wiB eorry he couldn't, becauae 
The bQl had pasa'd into Tom Burdekin'a clawa. 

Oh dear, lackadsy, oh. 

But perhaps hell renew il, said BQly Baihiw. 

I Hj^ed ; to renew he was quite content, 
If secured, and allowed just 300 per cent ; 
But as I couldn't do it, Bair, Rodgeis, & Co. 



For a month or lis weeks I stewed orer my loea. 

And a tall man rode up one day on a black horse ; 

He asked, " Don't you know me ? " I answered him, " No." 

" Why," says he, " my name 'a Einsmill ; bow are yon, Barlowf 

Oh dear, lackaday, oh. 

He 'd got a B. a. for poor Billy Badow. 
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' "Dvea be uld off the lot, and I 'm anre Hnu > nn. 
At lixpence a, )ie*d, Bod the atatjan given in. 
Oh ieUj ]aclLa<!a^, ah, 
1 11 go bock to EogUad, Mid BSHj Buknr. 



Mf iheep bdug told, md m j money all gone, 
Oh, I Taodend about then quite sad and forlorn : 
How 1 managed to lire it would nhock you to knov. 



u poor Klly Barlow. 

And in a few weeka more, the abeiiff, you aee. 
Sent the tall man on honebKk once more nnto me, 
Having got all he could by the «rit of fi. Ik, 
By way of a change he 'd brongfat up a ca. la. 

Oh dear, lackaday, oh, 

He wized on the body of BUly Barlow. 

"He took me to Sydney, and (here they did lock 
Poor unfbrlanate Billy &at " under the clock ;" 
And to get myself out I waa forced^ you uknat know. 
The Khedule to file of poor Billy Barlow. 

Oh dear, lackaday, ob. 

In the list of iuolienti was Billy Barlow- 
Then once moie I got fiee, but in porerty's toil : 
I Ve no *^ cattle for aalting," no ^^ sheep for to boil ;** 
i canH get a job — the* to any I M atoop. 
If 'twBB only the making of " portable wnp." 

Oh dear, lackaday, oh. 

Pray pve some employment to Billy Barlow, 



SEPABATION OP NEW SOUTH WALES AND AUSTRALIA 
FELIX, 

The allkDce of Anstrtilia Felix with New Soath Wales, is its 
one immitigable curae. Representatives have been sent to the 
L^lative Conncil at Sydney, bat its resident representatives 
have declined. 

The men moat fit for the office moat sacrifice their own inter- 
ests to the public, by a 600 roiles'-absenteeiam. On this subject 
whilst in the colonj, fseUng its great importance, I wrote the 
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following, which qipeared in the Port Phillip Patriot the daj of 
jDjdepaTtaTe. 



The relatiye jhmIUoiu of Sydney aod Port Phillip, and the 
nDderling utnation of the Utter, lU dependent and proatiats 
condition, has often bron^t to mj iccoUection tlie followii^ 
inddentB. 

I WBB walking with a litem; friend in the deliriooa meadows 
near Lenton, in the nei^booihood of Nottingham, when onr 
attention was BQddenly drawn \ij two lada in a qDarrelsome 
attitude, to themsekeB personally — the elder of whom was 
maltreating tile yoouger. My companion aasailed the assailant 
and separated them, reproving the strong for his ill~nsage of the 
weak. The aggressor was mdienant — he eyed tlie mediator 
with a look of malignity, telling nim not very respectfully " to 
mind his own bnsinegs — that he had a rigM to do what 1^ was 
doing — for," said he, "he is my own brother." 

The light of the ran of England mast shine upon Port Phillip 
by reflection only ; it mast still be benighted : its dispenser of 
regal fsTOur moat still be Sydney, l^e blessings of direct 
fostering inflnence must not be felt by ns. We must Ite homi- 
liated by the position of imbecility and gnardianship. Dialike 
to England wiD l>e the raiidt, Colonial alienation, and a growiiw 
inveteracy betwixt Sydney and Port Phillip. Van Diemena 
Land was once, alas, a New South Wales dependency ! 

But for onr other incident. 

A generons Roman Catliolic baronet redding in Derbyshire 
had a steward of a stem disposition, a kind of Egyptian taak- 
master, who expected the tenanti; under him " to make tbe 
same tale of bncks wilhont straw." Many of the tenantry 
snffered, yet none dared to go to so great a personage ar ''^- 
Bfeward's master with their complaints. Oooa or bad sea 
tewardexpe 



former had tried repeatedly to ^i>n a little time, bnt gaiiied 
nothing ; he mnet, and did pav- Nor wonld the steward do ^y 
repurs on the farm, although they were urgently needed. Ite 



was resolTed to go to Sir Soger, and to him he went. He vas 
kindly receiTed — his petition granted at once : " The steward 
ihonld haTe immediate orders to do what he wanted.'' Tba 
knight called for something to drink ; and the jolly larmer wai 
soon veiy much at home, elated with snccesa and biimmlBg 
enps. Looking round the room, he asked familiarly — " What do 
you call that, Sir Boger T " That is an image of the bleMed 
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Viigiii." "And that otheil" "All the othei omamental 

fiffuiea aie represeatatianB of gaiuts." " Ha, ha," said John 
Homeflpim with a significant 'shake of the bead, " I 'm afmid, 



Sir Roger, jon worship them banbles." " Nar, mj good loan, 
ihtj xTB oidv to remindns of serious dnties, whidi we are apt to 
foiset." " Well, if yon do worship tliem, jau tie a good land- 



laid for all that— -onl]' let me tell yon, and I hope ^oa '11 pardon 
mj fteedom — they can do you no good. Sir ItoEer — it 's of no use 

Eying fe them. Look yon now, it'sjnstlue my case ; I've 
n to the steward times and times, and b^ged and prayed all 
to no pnipose — 1 got tired of prsyine to saints, and here I came 
— Qo to JsBus Clmat, Sir Boger, and he 1! do yonr business at 
once 1" 

Our chief intercooTHe with Sydney is by sea, the immense 
plains, the great distance, and its occasional bairenneBS, are sofB- 
cient barriere betwixt the two, were there no individnal interests 
— wore there no radical difference betwixt bond and free, penal 
and Tolnntaiy colames, to render any imaginaiy line of division 
onnecessary. Heart and sonl, the colonies of Sydney and Aas- 
tralia Felu are distinct. Yet the head-gaoler of the great 
Australian Penitentiary managea Port Phillip as a distant fum. 

Sydney, it seema, John fiuirs elder boh, has a larger pocket, 
and larger heart tbau Phillip — a wiser head donbtlesB is a belter 
manager, and on that acconnt the moneys of botli are entrusted 
tobiakeeping. I know not what crime Phillip has committed, 
or indiscretion, or what heritable incapacity renders him unable 
to manage his own matters. I only wiui nntO he " is older 
grown, and bolder grown," that Sydney were not sabject to 
such obdiiiate fits of deafness on that ear which always happens 
to be turned towards Him. The yonngster is, however, not 
deficient in Inngs, he has a powerfal voice if be has no brains, 
and BQCcaeda at Umes by the help of gesticnlations in making 
Sydney gaess what he would be at : bat the Colonial-receiving- 
pocket-generol baa so loive and impracticable a button, that after 
some fombling and snndry pauses, Sydney assnres Phillip that 
he ii extrem^y sony, but that to grant his request is impossible 
■— " he has no power !' 

Van Diemen's Land, Western Australia, South Australia, 
Sydney or the Middle District, are all governed directly from 
^^land — all but AustraUa Felix, how nappy I All have their 
rewdent GoTemois — and we have a mockery — and to make the 
mockery mote bitter, the farce of representation in the Sydney 
LegiBlative Council. 

It is probable that were the mother country more " at ease ia 
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her poMwaions," len harassed bj internal diBtractioiiE — WebS 
riots — Scotch eccleBUBtical diffeiences, and the peipetnal tbunden 
at her very threehold of Imh repeal agitation, that she would be 
more at leisure to listen to oar wrongs, and leiw disincliiied ht 
redress them. And what indeed is it that we «eek ? Not that 
ahe should accord ae pecmiiary help, as she has done with r^ard 
to a sister colony. We aak not for 1SO,00(U. as a loan, after- 
wards to accept it as a boon from her treasniy. We seek that 
our adopted covntiy may he placed on the same footing — 11187 
be made eqnal with her other colonial dependencies. We sew 
redress ana protection from aggression and spoliation. We ae^ 
in the open space, in the free air of oar land room for the expan- 
uon of our energies. We would take advantage of, and tnm to 
the best account, onr fortunate and commanding maritime posi- 
tion ; we would develop to the ntmost onr many and extraor- 
dinuT capabilities, pastoral, a^cnltnral, and commercial * 
Which of Che colonies coma t^«n compete with na 1 
And, indeed, what wonld Eneluid lose by performing this act 
of jastice and mercy towards Austiolia Felix } Not sorely ooT 
filial regard, and that may be worth cnltivating, for, thongb not 
a la^B we are most assnredly an attached and loyal commomty I 
One thing is certain — all oar p^t colonial experience tends to 
one point, all the disasters which have assailed us — aU the 
ntglect which we have endnred — all the difEcoltiea throngfa 
wluch we have struggled, impel as to one aim — in fact, all onr 
rational expectationB of fhtnre nnshackled, unimpeded prosperity 
centre in t£ree words — Separation from Sydney ! 
Me&oume, 1844. 



There are yet persons so litUe versant in the present order 
of things in this work-a-day world, as to consider, Uutt if a man 
is " a scholar," he most tdso have a right to that oUier honour- 
able addition — "a gentleman," — taking the term gentleman in 
its ordinary acceptation : a gentleman and scholar, a man tole- 
rably well-to-do in the world, and well educated. It does not 
lioweyer follow, as a natural consequence, that a person who 



has acquired . a perfect knowledge of many languages, i 
nothing of his natural cwadty, or his otner acqnirements in 
scienc« or art, it cannot be legitimately prraiised that mcb ponon 
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baa been either ricb, or " at ease in hia possesBions," or allied to 
or dascended from any of the rich or great people of the earth. 

Who is ao dnl! as never to have heara the uamea of those 
poor rich men, Bonu, Bloomfield, and Clare) — Not tt> know 
tbem a^es httte knowledge of what passes in the literary 
world. It is in fact too late now to iUrata the tmiam that the 
loWOT, nay, lowest order of society, has enriched the world with 
poeta, aoolptois, and painters, masters in their ari; — men edn- 
cated in the Up of adversity, who, from their childhood upwards 
have been made familiarly conversant with the kicks and cnfis 
of fortune — bein^ inherently inhaling 

■■ Tbe keen but wlioleBome ur of poTertj, 
And diinMng it the irell of homelj' life." 

Wilson, the Scottish author of that facetiooa ballad, " Wattie 
and M^," the great American ornithologist, was a poor weaver 
of Paisley ; Bums was a ploughman ; Bloomfield a farmer's boy. 
Who is there at all a leader of poetry, that has not beard of 
the " Queen's Wake," " Mador of the Moor," and " Queen 
Hynde?" — the wonderful productions of a Scottish poet, — not 
marvellous, because that when Allan Conningham, himself a 

Ct of humble life, paid him a visit, he found him a la^ed and 
efooted lad, tending tbe sheep of Mr. Harkness, of ^ueena- 
bnry Hill. Not wonderful alone for their eitraordinfuv develop- 
ment of kingly genius. The Ettrick Shepherd, their aothor, 
was, like Sh^peare and Scott, one of nature's iutellectaal 
alchemists, taming by virtue of his inward illumiuati<m 
" The mesgm cloddj earth Co glittflring gold." 
From the days of Adam tbe rardener in Paradise to our own, 
there have been some remarkaMe men sprang from humble life. 
Smith and Clarke, bis namesakes, not the least of them : and in 
the present day, in my own knowledge, there is an old Norihum- 
berland drover, whose son, a village pedagogue, has added to his 
store of other learning, seven languages. Still this AdamUttle 
is leu than lillle compared with the recently fiimons American 
devourer of languages, Elihn Burritt — a man who would have 
been a valuable acquisition as an interpreter at Babel. 
■ I seo in the first number ■ of tbe Port Phillip Magaxine that 
some shepherd or hut-keeper is accnsed of having in his bnah- 
dwslling the works of Homer, &c. This, tbe writer seems to 
tiiink & very strange afimr — as though the possessor or enjoyar 
of such works was out of his proper element, or situated there 
by a combination of ciicmnstoneea unsought for on his part- 
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Now, 1 aluHild think, that if any than^tfnl or mediUtive per- 
■oiuge were to select hia own vocation, aa most natnnl to his 
mjnd or habits, it would be hut-keeping or ahepiierdiiig. 

Nay, fartbenQore, we should Bcarcelj be sniprised at a ahep- 
hei^ of all people producing something admiisble ia this way aa 
aa emanation of his own genius — like Moses keeping the sheep 
of Jethro, his fother-iii'-law, in the land of Mi£an, and com.- 
posing the Book of Job by way of amusement. It is veiy 
possible that the world is indebted to the Holitarineaa and tna- 
qnilUtj of the pastoral life for a considerable portion of its most 
nloable imaginatoiy liteiatnre. It ia more man probable that 
many men nave been, in towns especially, so occnpied by 
business and pleasure, so thoroaEhly absorbed by the con- 
stantly recurring cares, so cloned by trammels of habit, a* 
never to have had Isisare to withdraw themselves from Uie out- 
ward to the inward world of mind ; nor have ever made tJie 
discovery that the material of their mental faculties was of more 
than onunary quality. This we fancy can never happen to the 
shepherd. Shepherds iodeed can piodace persons of their ancient 
and honourable honse of some note : David will be allowed a 
little merit as author of the Psalms — the keeper of " those few 
sheep in the wilderness." The Chaldean shepherds, the wiae. 
men of the East, knew something of astronomy ; and last, not 
least, one whom we have before mentioned in that simple 
vocation, has astonished the world with some prodactions " that 
it will not willingly let die." 

Allan Conningl^m, in a most besntifnl lyrical poem, says, 
that 

** The Imibandman 
Wallu hand in bind with God." 

Moreover, as Cowpar declares " God made the country," we 
shonld be welt aware that there will be found some of his 
noblest children in it — men of erect spirits, full of the truest 
inspiration, familiar with whatever lives and moves in the souls 
of mdr fellow men, nor alone conversant with the inward powers 
and graces of the ^nerative spirit — but gathering to themaelvei 
the glory of the visible universe, living in the light of suns and 
stars, and adorning themselves with the gems and Sowers of the 
earth. 

Awav, then, with the nonsense of taul and tituatiMt; away 
with all Doundary lines and shackles ; what has the free huDMn 
soul to do with uie ordinary modes and demarcations of conven- 
tional society! A king and a beggar may both of them read 
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the works ot CervanteB or Shakspeare, very properly both wf 
tbem, but the qucmtain of instraction or enjayment vill depend 
on the citpacitj and mood of mind in each of them, and it may 
BO happen that the beggar may have the advantage. It is not 
the situation, but the soul, which makes us what we are. The 
qnestion is, what are oar capabilities 1 what ie tna industiT ! 
Are we all naturally alike 1 There are who assert as avaai ! 
that all souls have the same intellectual dimensions, only 
modified by varie^ of circumstances, education, &c. ; phre> 
nology, in which I have not myself entire faith, with these 
people is nothing. Our bodily organisation has, in tbeir opinion, 
no effect on our mental csjtacity. 

Wliilst I see eveiy variety of beauty and gracefulnees in 
trees, plants and Sowers; endless variety in the songs of birds, 
both in compass of voice and richness of modulation ; whilst 
eveiy human countenance varies in form and expression — I 
must entertain another opinion. There is a difference in every- 
thing external in form and quality ; and it would be little short 
of a miracle were the spiritoal capacity, the intellectual faculties 
alike in all men. That few ace what they might be, is a fact; 
we neglect oor own powers, or are too soon self-satisfied. Yet, 
with the greatest application, Ooldsmith could never have written 
Macbeth or Hamlet ; nor could Shakspeare have composed the 
Vicar of Wakefield ; still both of them are poets — both dramatic 
writers, first-rate in their own departments. Nature has a, more 
wonderful staff than Prcspero ; the beings of her creation vary 
more widely Han Ariel and Caliban. 

Thanks onto Mature ! Thanks to the one illimitable and 
eternal Spirit — the fountain of all order and variety, for the 
diveisitj of mental endowments — for the endless flow and 
variety of thought — for the heavenly revelation upon earth of 
intellectual beauty, not alone vouchsafed to the rich or pow- 
erfol, nnto kings or to princes, but spread banqnetwise before 
all men. Moses and David, ages ago, and Homer and Horace, 
sang odmiiahly, that the weavers ana shepherds of their day and 
generation mi^t not lack their delight.' 



TIMIDITY OF BRITISH CAPITALISTS ON ARRIVING IN 

THE COLONY. 

Railroads are carried safely across the deepest bogs and 

marshes ; bat they swallow op a great deal of material before 

there is anything like solidity of surface. The Port FhilUpiaua 
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an aamewbttt weary of CAertiD£ in ; th^ think Uiere in no bottom 
to onr Sloagh of Despond. Some capitsliatB from the moth«i^ 
coontiy, too, like Famt-Heart, after boIf-circnmnaTigatiiig the 
globe, Beeiu^ how loanj are stack fast in the middle, and MHoe 
get oot again terribly bemired and dispirited, have aet their 
faces Bt«adfastlj again towards England ; and not without raaBon, 
for the Tested property of the colony is not safe ; there is extreme 
caution amon^t the monied people ; there has been a lesson and 
a warnine wntten np, like that on the Babylonian wall, by tlte 
viewless hand. Who, vntO stabili^ is in some messare given to 
colonial property, will again ventnre their capital in it 1 Whilst 
the home government, like the moon, acts npon the sea of our 
PTOSperity, there will be extraordinary ebbs and flows. Whilst 
Lora John RasBoU, Lord Stanley, and the Board of Colomsl 
Commissioners, keep tampering with the Land Sale Regulations, 
"colonial property will continue at sufficiently low prices." 
There needs no fiu^er evidence of this than two recent land 
sales — one at Melbourne, the other at Twofold Bay — one allot- 
ment only being sold on eiwh occasion. The wiiter in a Sydn^ 
paper, who gives an account of the land sale at Twofold Bay, 
exclaims against one ponnd per acre as too mach for bosh land — 
as quite a prohibition. It maybe so. Still, if not worth that, it is 
worth notliing,and had better remain unsold. AJlthat the colonies 
re)]DJre,iB to be protected against continual alterations in the price. 
The home goTemment— 

" ttmii «n Buy vheel 
That Mt8 Bbup neks M iroifc to pinch aad fed." 

Is the effect of the " Ruination Bill " worn off ) No 1 it will 
not soon be forgotten that when speculation was at its height in 
Port Phillip, when land was sold at 421. per acre, only two miles 
from Melbonma, that the Governor of New South Wales received 
instructions from the home authorities to sell the adjoining allot- 
ments for one pound per acre i Such instmctions ware not 
carried into effect. No ; bat they had theii effect. Criminals 
nnder sentence of death, may be respitsd — the sentence may 
hang over them — and they may die of apprehension before the 
arrival of a reprieve. Such events are upon record. No person 
could return b> the land banqnet with a safe appetite, whoee 
knees had smitten together at Lord John Russell's " ifeue, Mene, 
Tekd, Upharsin." We, as a colony, were weighed in the poli- 
tical scales, and found wanting — our prospeiity was at its heif^t 
— our glory was at an end — and we mnst go into captivity to 
bankruptcy and ruin ! After such a volcanic esplosion, tlie Port 
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^illipUns were not likelj to tread the same gronnd agun with- 
out apprehensioii. 

fieally the changes have been so extraordinorj since I have 
reeided in the colony, that not a few years only seem to have 
passed oTer, bat an age. Alas, for the honest, indnstrious man 
of forward-looking mind ! the man " of thankful yesterdays and 
confident to-morrows ; " who knew not that the emblem of 
foitane is a wheel ; who had faith in governments, and who 
doubted not but wisdom and justice made their Bests in high 
places ! He now finds that the dawn was too gorgeous to sober 
down steadily into the homely, healthful light of the working 
day. In the convulsion of property he waa tossed np, and 
^ook hare into the world. Now all is over, and calm again ; 
widi the bricks of his ruin, other men have made tbemselveB 
peaceful and comfortable dwellings. 

How multi&rioDB and complex are the wheels of civil polity ' 
The oppressed, whom the machineiy pinches, cry aloud— the 
National Director touches a small spring, and whilst the sufferers 
are considering whether they are eased or not — what tear*, and 
groans, and wrathfal menacing^ arise in other quarters, from 
thoee whom that alight tonch has luinonsly affected ! 

How comprehensive in intellect— how wise the head— how 
good the heart — how tower-like in justice and fortitude-bought 
that man to be who weighs in the hollow of his hand the present 
good and evil, and the future destinies of millions of his kind ! 
A good Btatesioan, the 'sovereign's sovereign, may not inaptly he 
compared to the oak. And, indeed — 

What a grand and interesting tree is the British osk ! ^Vhat 
compass, what masBtveness, and strength of bole. What wide- 
spreading and heavenward-ascending of muttitndinons branches. 
How cool and deep, and refreshing its immensity of shadow. 
How stately in the calm, surrounded and endowed with the 
complacency of ages. How glorions in the storm, its gigantic 
arms flinging from it the winds, aa a lion keeps at bay his 
assailants. There is ease in its flexibility, gracefulness in its 
motions, and beauty in its timnqnillity. It is the representative 
of departed eras : of freedom it is the bulwark. There is gran- 
deur in its aspect and character ; rest in its stateliness ; sincerity 
and confidence in the sobriety of its hnes ; solace and shelter in 
its ambrageonsDess and strength ; and its voice is the voice of 
power. When we ihin li of manliness, we think of the British 
oak. When our souls are filled with the irresistible force and 
beauty ot truth, and of the durability of virtue, our thoughla 
wander not far for a similitude of worth and continnance — they 
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SO to the British oak ; for as the whole earth, so Ib it ; it is ma* 
jeatie and Tenerable ; its beneGts extend from shore to diors, 
and tlie ntteimoat paita of the ocean acknowledge the sceptre 
of ita Borereignty. 

Like it are Bome of the time-honoared families of oar aiisto- 
oacf : and none more so than the house of Rawell, Wilton, 
RuBsell, and Hampden, are only other names for freedom and 
magnanimity ; for the poetry of actnal life, of tike heart and th« 
imagination. 

Lord William Raasell — what a name is that ! Home and 
country — life and death — whatever there is pand and geuerons 
in principle, in patriotism — ail that is holy in domestic life — 
fehcitous in friendship or fortnne — lofty in character, or heroic 
in action — and what is more — far more— great in suffering — in 
death — all start up before ub at the mention of his name ! 

And Lady Bachel Bussell — love, admiration, and tears, are 
her perpetual monnment ! 

England owes them much : for brilliant deeds in high stations, 
inestimable gema of constancy and endnrance in the conspicuons 
setting of martyrdom, fix themselves deep in the national heart, 
and diffuse theniBelves through the national character. 

England owes them moch : bat I am disposed to think that, 
to one of their living representatives, these colonies are but little 
indebted. Still it is not impossible that the past may be in 
some measure redeemed, and Lord John KuBseU may live to do 
US yet essential service ; and most assuredly the colonial past 
demands not a little at his hands. 



A MIGRATORY CHARACTER, 

We have a class of persons in Australia that seem to be the 
most enviable of mankind. Happiness iu them appears to be a 
fixed and central principle, nndisturbed by any hrealh of out- 
ward circumstances, withont ebbs or flows, honnilB or fluctuations. 
Only contemplate for a moment the situation of a person desti- 
tute of money, withont a home, friend, or kindred, out of employ- 
ment, moving about the world nnshackled by any apparent 
connection with it ; and there aresnch persons in this hemisphere 
who have been expelled from the other. I have known many 
snch, bot one particalarly arrested my attention. How forlorn — 
how utterly wretched we must fancy him I Pooh ! he belongs 
to our class of imperturbably happy persons. Has he nerves ) 
has he sensibility 1 If he has 1 they occasion him no nneasiness. 
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For man^r a year he has done uothiDg that can be termed work. 

The quietness of hia personal demeanour, the habitual piaciditj 
of his countenance, never forsake him. His short pipe is the 
constant companion of his wanderinga ; the sootlier or sweetener 
of his solitude it is not ; for heing happj in himself, he is ever 
at home ; lonely he is oot, needs no consolation. Ease is his 
natural element ; tbe bash is his world ; waking or sleeping, his 
breath is tranquillity. Of all the world's holiday vagabonds he 
ie tlio prince. He one day condescended to pay ua a visit, and 
I shall never forget it. A murmuroua sound as of a bee came to 
ns from a distance ; a soft blue wreath of smoke revealed its 
whereabout, and a sauntering, liatless-looking fellow emerged 
from among the old gum-trees into sight. Singing in a qaiet 
nnder-tone he came right on towards the cottage, entered it, and 
without question or s^ntation took his seat by the fire. I eyed 
him for some -time with a qnestioning look, but there was no 
answer on his lips or in his conntenance. Looking at me stead- 
fastly for a moment, he then 

" Fell lo aneh perusd of the plw» aa he irould draw it" 

After a long silence he took his pipe from bis mouth, and I 
tnmed my eyes full npon him, expecting now for a certainty he 
meant to declare his purpose. " He is dnmb," s^d I to myself, as 
he looked still about him, carelessly refilled hia pipe and resumed 
smoking. His extrsordinaiy taciturnity and quite-at^homeness 
amused me not a little. I should earlier have asked him those 
blunt qneations — " Who he was 1" and " What he wanted 1 " 
Still as there was something new and mysterious in the guest, 
I pasBiBgly inquired "Whence he came!" "From the last 
statiMi, was Uis ready reply. And " Where was he going ) " 
"To the next," said he. He came from the last station, and waA 
going to the next. Could anything be more natural, more inde- 
pendent 1 He observed that if food was aet before him he ate 
it ; or drink, he drank it ; or tobacco, he smoked it. He would 
also have complied with St. Paul's command, " asking no ques- 
tions." A long silence ensued, during which time I naturally 
busied my mind with thoughts of the old knights errant — Sir 
Tristrem, Sir Gawain, and Launcelot dn Lake, those redoubted 
lords of nature and necessity, who passed months and months in 
forests and deserts, eating only occasionally, and to whose exist- 
ence regnlar meals were not absolutely necessary; for 1« that 
race of wortlues our hero mnst belong, as he did not tronble 
himself to ask for anything. 1 felt qnite lessened in my own 
good opinion by the reflection, that 1 most be so mnch of a 
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hntnui aniDul aaota necessity to Uke three me&ls & day — most 
pay a daily quit-rent of regular eating and drinking, or Uirow np 
die lease of life. I was dissatisfied with out best poets fi>r giving 
us such arbitiarv aaaget of man's mortal condition. Crabbe, for 
instance, when ne says of some one that 

Fu- » the dinnen of tliii d>7 lUow," 

Onr guest — I did not presume to offer him anything — at length 
departed as he came, without ceremony and in silence, only trac«- 
able by the smoke of his pipe and the same haj^y mnrmui- 
ons under-aong. " Where is he now 1 " I often att myself. 
Wordsworth's " Stepping Westward' used to seem to me the 
fOTj soul of free wandering, of unlimited progrenion ; bnt nnce 
this novel visitatian, that has been to me pomtive and circnm- 
•cribed. This denizen of die Australian wild came from the last 
station, and waa going to the next ; east, west, north, or sontb, 
all were the same to Mm ; he was not bound arbitrarily to any 
one point of the compass. He was free as a bird. If not quite 
ao beautiful and pure a kind of existence as the lilies which 
" toiled not, neither did they spin," like them ho toiled not 
He entered freely the house of the settler, or the miam of the 
savB^ ; both were alike to him, if there wm a fire where to light 
his pipe. Perhaps aft«r crossing the OcDlbom, the Hume, and 
Hurrambidgee, he is at Yaaa or ^dney ; or stepping northwKrd, 
may be looking into some sandy Sahara of the isterior ; o> wcst- 
W^, may have gluiced at Portluid Bay, smiled upon I^rt 
Fairy, and having crossed the Olenelg and the Mnmy, ia at 
Adelaide. There can be little donbt that he was the fir^ 
except the natives, to traverse that Australian paradise, miscalled 
Oipps' Land, which had for so long a time careful^ wrapped 
itself from sheep-ron-seeking observation, flanking itself with 
mountains, moatmg itself wiUi manhes, and misti^ng itself in 
scrubbs ; yes, it must have revealed itself to oar wandero: lika 
some land of Arabian enchantment ; bnt nobody thought of 
asking him of sndi land, and its dieeorery remuned to be bmited 
through the world by Connt Streleaki. What a worid of know- 
ledgelie most have of fine unlocated c^tle and iheep-pastares I 
0, but what a find would some years-hnntiiiK settle nav^ ooold 
he but know what our endleas-wend-awaT InowB, and regafds 
hnt as worthlese knowledge ! He wonld be able to fix hiniatlf 
like the own brother of Job or Abram, with flocks and herds, 
where the commissioner of crown-land* could new find him — 
cat of the way of fines, and licenses, and wseasments, Tha| 
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settler, how rich he would be ! Alaa I and all thia knowledge 
mmt die with oui hero 1 for like STron, he has 

•* A moat voiccleai thought, dieBthiog it, u m avard." 

n Uie mouDt^DS, poking about amongst 
stick in idle nuiod, of the rich vein of 
^d-ore that gleamed apon him ; and how he left it as Robinaon 
Cnuoe did the wedges of gold, as nseless ; and how he ikever 
once gave it a thongbt when he smoked a pipe with the old gold- 
finder* in Mo ant I^sappointment ; the poor old ^old — not finder, 
hut seeker, whose bonae is a hollow tree, who is clothed in tile 
wild-animala' skina, livea on bandicoots and opoasiuna, and 
endures all kinds of hardships, day and night poking and peeping 
aboot for gold-siinee. 

Die t I cui acatcelj persnade myself that he ever will. Hie 
easy lelf-eomplscency bears him unharmed past the spear of th« 
aavage, and must also parry the darts of death. Death — the 
mere sifht of onr never-old mnst change his purpose. Nor 
indeed m the court of Time would they eraut nim an arrest. 
Time and he have dallied so pleasantly togeuier, thc^ have eiown 
old friends and fitmiliaia ; and indeed what crime conid be 
alleged against him except the namber of his yean 1 On he 
gOQB vrith intenninable progression ! Care and Pain move out of 
nis way ; Night wraps him in soothing darkness, and the Day 
ahowers lonbeams in nia path I 

O, for a portion of hia spirit ! for him the severest human 
countenance baa no terrors ; no reflections on the past or future 
trouble him ; all situations and peTsoBs are to him alike agree- 
able. 0nahackled by ceremony ; nntortured by the humiliating 
senae of impropriety ; most natural of natural philoso^ers ; 
hvppier Diogenea, with all Anstialia for a tab. Too nappy 
person — I almoat wish some native would murder him t 



SHEEPISH SATISFACTION. 



dropped down her anchor a little way from na. The next day, 
it being bright and breezy, the people were out parading on the 
decks, enjoying thems^ves. " Who," I inquired of a Van 
Diemen's Land passenger w^ acquainted wiUk the people of the 
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ttlaad, " ii that elderly gentleman with the mlvery hair 1 " 
" That," aaid he, " is Mr. White, the owner of the brie, originrily 
B convict, but now a person of great wealth, and this daahing 
fine little craft he has built to sail into England, to BQipriHe with 
it his old friends ! " " The elderly lady is hi« wife, I snppose, 
and the two neat eleonnt sisteriy girls are moBt likely his 
danghtera ) " " No ; Mra, Clayton has lived with White for 
maay yean ; she left her own haaband, prefeiring to live with 
White 1 the hnsband gmmbled a little ; hat White gave him a 
'~~~n dieep for her, and he was Batisfied." And in snchamora] 
sphere were those two very fair, modest-looking, neatly 
id, and really Teiy superior- Beeming young ladies, brooKht 
op. They were natives of Vjui Diemen's Land, and were Mi 
of anticipation and hope, no donbt, on th^ way to pay a 'visit 
to their unaeen kindred, in that, to them, most wonderfol of 
bmoos lands — England- 



atmosphe 
attired, a 



MAJOR LETTSOMETS EXPEDITION FROM SYDNEY TO MEL- 
BOURNE, FIVE HUNDRED AND FIFTY-THREE MILES, 
AND BACK AGAIN. 



Rnmoare peipetnally reached Sydney through the medinm of 
the Port Phillip press, and were not less frequently aimed at the 
government anthoritiea throngh private channels, of the con- 
tinnal depredations committed by the aborigines on property of 
one kind or other, cattle speared, sheep driven off, and, last bat 
not Least, of shepherds and hnt-keepers killed from time to time 
in that fine and extensive pastoral province Anstralia Felix. 
It reaUv was a tiying time, and these reports grew eveij daj 
more alarming. 

At length it was resolved to send a portion of the military to 
allay the apprehensions of the inhabitants of that famoua dis- 
trict ; to Biibdne the refractory ; and by some brilliant display of 
military prowess, to strike dismay into the blood-thirsty canni- 
bals, to restore order, and leave tranqnillity behind them. 

In doe time, and amidst much rejoicing. Major Lettsome 
arrived in Melbourne, attended by twenty horse-soldien. 

It was allowed on all hands that they performed prodicies of 
horsemanship and valour. They teoured the whole c " ' 
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the Pyrenees, on the Qntmpiana, oi threading tlie tnazeg of the 
YonyoDg. Then, in how marvelloDsl; little time ! they were 
trayereing the Edward, a tributary of the Murray. Then crois- 
ing and re-crogeing the River Goulbonm. Then the; might, for 
anght any body knew to the contratr, be making Bulphurona 
work on the Deyil'a River. Snrely thej, both the Major and 
bis men, had some strange nbiqnity of person, or great skill in 
making the best of their numbers and appearance, for they 
seemed here, there, and eveiyw here at once. 

This was singular enoagh, but there was yet something more 
singnlar. Campbell sung that 

■* Coming eventa cut their «Wowi before," 
and certunly it must have been so, for wherever the gallant 
Major and Ms troopers appeared, trees there were, dead trees in 
abundance for them to tumble over, stony wildernesses on and 
over which they did penance ; but for natives, a hush and a 
deep attended our warriors through the primeval forests as 
though it had been unbroken from the creation. They beat 
scrubby marshes mile after mile, popped into hollow gum-trees, 
o'ertopped the highest mountains, traversed wildemesBes, thmst 
their noses and swords iut« dens and caves ; but for natives, 
the^ had snrely gotten " the receipt of fernseed," and " walked 
invisible" — none could they find. Had they, thought the 
Major, taken (hemielves away by some sndden and mysterious 
movement into the heavens, or into the earth, there could not 
haye been a more complete vanishing, a stronger feeling of 
silentnesB and desolation breathed throngh the land, in the 
length and the breadth of it. Nay, he was thoroughly satisfied 
that were a reward to be offered for the apprehension of one 
native, he would not be forthcoming in the districts which they 
had BO valiantly and laboriously traversed. Still the gallant 
Major felt certain there had been natives, not long ago, in many 
places visited by him ; of this their camp-fires, not always 
extinguished, were intimations, He knew them to be where 
they were not wanted, sturdy pieces of black human nature, 
intolerably real ; and that were he to doubt two of his aeuaes, 
eye and ear, another, conscious of their going by him to wind- 
ward, would set the matter at rest. 

He had done his dn^ as an officer ; he was satisfied of that. 
Re was not sent down from Sydney to make black fellows where 
there were none ; bat if any were troublesome, to consign them 
over to pnnishment, if he coald catch them. 

What was to be donel he bad canvassed marsh and moor, 
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heath and holm, like & tine ra«Ttnn>n, but was able to ipring 
none of the blMk game on Natural oat-of-the-way manm. 
Still there was the Pniteclonte iUtion — there -w&k the pie- 
■urea. That was & good idea. Thecs mi^t be Btnne prattf 
picking amongst them. 

Once moie in Melbonme, the Major felt a little mectified 
that, like the prophet Jonah, he had been sent on lo great an 
embaaay withont any visible teault. He, therefore, loat no time 
in making inqnirieB aa to the number of natives in the ProtaiHor's 
charge, that were of vilknonH or donbtfnl character. This 
settler and the other were applied to, and, at last, how fortunate ! 
seven aboiigiHes were set down in the Major's black catalogae. 
To cq>tare these he thonght wonld be an easy and solacii^ 
adventure. He applied to Mr. Thomas, AssiBtant Protector, to 
aasiat in the delivery, as he termed it, of these nativea up to 
jnatice ; but Mr. Thomas respectfnDv declined, not cboosii^ to be- 
tray those whom it wss hie dntjand inclination to defend- More- 
over, Mr. T. assured the mihlaiy leader, that these denonnced 
amnibals were verv decent creatures ; nay, the very fangoaa of 
bU^ fellows I Major Lettsome shook his head incredoTonBlj ; 
■nd decided to fetch them in the momine. 

From Melbourne in the morning rode the Major and his tnx^. 
They crossed the Yarra at the Melbourne Punt ; and thence 
rode up the south side of the river, eight mites, to the native 
encampment. They had met with aome delay, not b«Bg fiuni- 
tiar with that part of the country, so that just before noon they 
came np to Mr. Thomas^ tent, round which stood in groope or 
singly, not the natives, but Iheir miams, houses of Dark and 
bou^ ; for,singa1adyenonghl (he black peo^e had eva^Kiiated. 
There were the embers of many half-extingnished firee ; pieces 
of red gum with theii lead-colonred baik, sinking down drowsily 
amongst white sahes ; old dilapidated tins ; bones, empty bot- 
tles, ragged clothes in heaps ; mat sugar-bags ; fragments of 
opoasum skins, empty miama, but nowhere a ua^ve. Far 
below, Sowed deeply betwixt precipitous banks the glassy rivet. 
On the other side, right before them, in another encampmrait, 
the wild people walked about, or lay lazily stretched out in the 
sun, very much at theii ease. Not so was the Major. The 
scene was beautiful : most graceful shmbs, huge fimtastic trees 
dipping their pendant boughs in the watw ; gr^ly minowed 
rocks, with grand enrves and sweeps of steep embankments, 
but he had no eye for them. He writhed and jerked himaelf 
abont in his saddle; upbraided Mr. Thomas for making known 
to the natives his int^ded visit ; and eagerly inqnireo where 
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the rivet was fordable. Here again he was destined to disap- 
pointment. Only three miles hence waa the cioeaiog-place, at 
the junction of the Merri aad the Yarra ; but holding too far oat 
into the baeh he missed it, and not antil he bad totiched ogam. 
and again, did he manage to get over the river, and then, in the 
eTening, was twenty milea from Melbourne. Off they rode all 
speed for the new native encampment ; not hnmming to them- 
aelvea that wicked distich, though bad there been one wag in 
the company he must have been reminded of it — 

" The King of France with fbitj Ihouaand men 
Marched up a bill, and theo marched down agaiD.^ 

Afar off our heroea descried the miam village, for a gentle breeze 
just then wafted the night-fires into sudden brilliancy. Bat on 
arriving there, a great qaietnesB received them. There waa 
nothing of that mingling of wild nMsea ; no loud wrangling ; no 
shrill lamMitatioiw of children, blest with the snaris, veils and 
barkings of myriads of cois and mongrels. All was still. Only 
on tha other side of the river were still brighter fires than those 
around them ; and the measured strolias of tha native dance . 
explained at once what there was inexplicable in the matter. 
9afe were they on the other side. 

The Major rapped out a soldierly oath, slapped his hand upon 
his thighs ; clapped spars into his horse, and he and his twenty 
troopers, hungiy as death and jaded with travel, rode into 
Melbourne. 

The next day, alas for the poor blacks ! news reached Mel- 
bourne that the Oipps'-land natives had made an attack on 
Mr. Jamieson's staWon at Western Port, and Mr, Thomas was 
despatched by the snperintendent of Port Phillip to see into 
theaffiur. 

Now, Major, is yont time ! the natives lie at your mercy ; 
the Protector is gone ! 

And, indeed, he lost no time. The seven poor wretches were 
seized, ironed, and duly committed to take, there being then no 
Supreme Court in Melooame, their trials at Sydn^, 

Thns shackled, they were pnt into a boat, and were sent in 
the custody of two men down the river to be pnt on board a 
vessel at anchor in (he bay, in which they were to be forwarded 
to their place of destination. 

That place was nearer than they expected. The two men 
got dfnnk before setting off; and no sooner was the boat a little 
way out of the «ght of Melbourne, than tha natives jostled their 
keepers aside, jumped into the Yarra tmd disappeared. Did 
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ttom 1 No ! thay only mad 
many frogs under water, to breatne amongst tlie 



they go to tha bottom 1 No ! thay only made their way, like gi 
' - -'-- - ■■- ■ breatne amongst tie reeds on thi 



selves till night amongst the tea-tree scrub. This they did 
effectnallf , althoagh there was, almost immediately, the stnctest 

It wonld have been a good joke had the Melboarnit«H dragged 
the river, but that I believe they did not do. 

Sever^ hnngiy daya were over before the poor fellows got out 
of their irons. They, however, remembered oue amongst the 
settlers in whom they knew they could conlide. To him they went ; 
he received them kindly, and secretly liberated them. Still it was 
Bometime before they ventnred to show themselvaB openly, or to 
join their old comrades at the native encampment. 

So ended Major Lettsome's bloodless expedition. Thanks to 
him and his men ! Such people as they are public benefactors. 
Out of the matter-of-fect, eveiy-day didness of life they draw, 
like lightning &om darkness, something new to surprise and de- 
light UB. They are the only true heroes, and thein the only 
trie victory. 

Their name and exploits are, in Melbourne and elsewhere, a 
perpetual entertainment. Thanks to them ! 

COLONIAL HAWKS AND EAGLES. 
There ia a marveUonB difference betwixt petty depredators and 
the race of geuteel freebooters. The souls of the former, to use 
Ben Jonson's term, were bom in a narrow alle^ ; their thonghta 
have a restricted range, and their attention is perpetually en- 
grossed by small objects : whilst the latter, better educated, 
look down as from the world's eyrie tike the eagle, with ample 
breadth of land and sea before them. Their eyes behold much 
that is valuable on the earth, and what'they see, they determine, 
somehow or other, to make their own. How finely, how fittingly 
the mercantile portion of this class of men were desi^atedby 
John Keats, " the hawks of ship-mast forests." The busiest part 
of the noisy, dusty^ brick-wall town is their fitting birth-place ; 
for the hardness of external objects and the dryness of the dust 
is in their souls, Theii histories and romances, the amusing 
books of their childhood, are The Yonng Man's Best Companion, 
The Ready Reckoner, Day-Books, and Ledgers : whilst to oae Ihe 
Vords of Milton, their 

"Cluldhood ihowiths nun u morning ihowe the day." 
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Yoa read in their faces, those indexes to " red-lined accDQDtfi," 
the nature of the race thej are aboat to run, and before thej stiut 

Jonawardthemtheprize. The world moTes on — you are eneroased 
V many, and most likely what the world tenna trifling objects: 
theira are few and sedulooely followed. You hear ramonra per- 
petually of the immeDBity of their attainmenU, tkeir aeeompli^- 
mentt: they are set down in the world's opinion for the weal- 
thiest of the wealthy. They become bankrupts ! What of that ? 
They still letain (heir pleasant country reaidences ; you see them 
still in their carriages, and on horseback, looking complexionolly 
pleasant. A pooi Donest man on foot meets them on the dnsty 
Toad, and in the entire simplicity of his heart touches his hat io 
the great people. What ! they have still their aqaatting-statioua 
in the hush — fine herds of cattle and sheep ; and of theii aei> 
vants, and of their well-doing, there appeara to be no end. 



AN EARLY SETTLER. 
What an eventfol life wsa that of BatJnan I His adventures 
in the woody wilds of Toamania, previooaly to hia settling in 
Port Phillip, when pursuing the aborigines and the bushrangers, 
wonld fin an ample volume ; and, if agreeably written, would 
make an admirable winter fireside story. He, indeed, rendered 
such valuable service, in these vocations, to the goveniment, 
that Governor Arthur promised him some boon ; not, perhaps, 
whatever he might ask, as the Arabian Oeniea would have done, 
but anything in accordance with the qualitv of his public ser- 
vices ; and ne did ask something that made the governor pause 
and demur. He did not reqoest any honourable or lucrative 
public office, nor that ample breadth of fair lands might be 
accorded him, but what one so free, gallant, and fearless, should 
have done ; he aned for pardon for a &ir and youthful dame — 
an outcast and outlaw — whom he had met with in the &ataeBsea 
of Oie mountains, and secluded in the solitary woods ; too inte- 
resting a bushranger to be readily delivered hv him up to the 
public aathorities. It is s^d that she attended him as Kaled 
did Lara, in male habiliments ; and that she was secreted at 
times at his country location under ground. What kind of bower 
he made for bis Fair Rosamond I know not, nor by what clue 
be found her ; he loved her well, perhaps wisely, and such 
grace found, after some delays, his interceeaions, that she 
woa pardoned, and became his wife. Prosperity brightened 
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befora them, and their affection. They were amongst the earliest 
settler* of the new, and then not fBj-exjplored region of Aas- 
tralia Felix ; and the hill where they resided near Mribonme, 

and a beantifnl bill it ii, graced sweetly with ahioc-trees, is still 
called bv- his name. I have been told by a person who attended 
the small, low-roofed, wooden chnrch, in the early dayp of Port 
Phillip, that to see the Batman fiimily, not a NnM one, the 
parents, and the children of -varioiia heights and ages, all march- 
ing in orderly, all giBcefol, figures, with open, healthfully bloom- 
ing countenance!), was a moet beautiful sieht. A spectacle that 
was, no donbt, additionally interesting from what there was 
romantic in their history. 

November 30, 1643. — Waterton, Audubon, or any of their 
natnndly-obaervant brotherhood, would have had a feast this 
morning of no ordinary kind, hod they found, as a member of 
our household did, an oval nest, in a wattle-tree, not for from 
the house, suspended by a thread, and swinging like a sailor^ 
hammock in the breeze. I have seen simitar nests suspended 
by a twisted line of fine twigs a few inches in length, bnt uevo' 
sncb a blending of roan's and animal's work as this. The thread 
was more than a foot long, not bird-manufactured, but stolen, 
and first unwoven, from a piece of canvas left out-of-doors. 
How the nest could be built there, was the most singular cir- 
cmnatonce. The thread was fast woven into the texture of the 
neit, and tied to and again about the bough. There it swiiDg, 
with its two pale, not white, e^», but with a feint hloe tintii^ 
their whiteness. We suggested that the nest had been originally 
fitted and completed in the branch above, and bad been either 
launched thence, to swing hammock-wise, or that sach a posi- 
tion was merely accidental, that it had been blown out and sus- 
pended by a chance thread. Analogy did not bear ont either 
inference ; birds, these birds, do suspend their nests ; no doubt 
to defend them from snakes and other enemies ; then there 
seemed nothing like chance, but eveiv certainty of a nicety of 
design ; for had the nest fallen, it might have swung sideways 
or npside-down, instead of being in the exoctest catnnil poaition. 
Design there was, most unequivocally complete, in its whole 
and fit development ; ordered by the same intelligence as our 
reason ; wonderful in its operation ; forcibly reminding ns, by 
its novelty, of the wisdom and benignity, observed or not, ever 
evident in the whole creation. 
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UNANIMOUS INDECISION. 

Mon&rchieg &re sometimes good thinza, go are repablics per- 
hapB. DeciBion in a leader is a great bleBsing, wben direcl«d by 
wiMom. The race, after aU, ia not alwajB to the Bwift, or the 
battle to the Btroog : accident ti sometimes better iJiau strength 
or Hwiftness ; better than republican discretion, or moiiarchical 
decinon. So I once found it. We were on the beach, four of 
ns ; one ph^ciau, two Borgeons, and a druggist. If we agreed 
p/ljf»ioalfy — politically we were all at vaiiance. Onr boat was 
anchored on the shore ; before as, two miles off, was our ship. 
Darkness was coming on ; the wind BJgbed ; the heavens scowled 
for a night of t«mpeBt ; the snrf broke upon the shore, mingled 
foam luid sand. Three of ns proposed to kindle a fire, and 
lemain on shore for die night, not liking to venttire. The 
fbnrth would not. He had passed the previous night nnder the 
bare heavens, and was Tesolved to go to the ship, whatever the 
conseqnence. I had been out too, but we consented ; and a 
fisherman volunteered to pnsb onr boat for na throogh the sorf, 
observing, at the same time, that it would not be a trifle that 
sronld tempt him to go to the ship in such a night. For two 
honrB we toiled and contended with wind and wave, drenched 
vrith spray, and nearly exhausted with almost onavailing efforts 
to reach tae ship anchored off William's Town. At no time 
had we been in such danger of losing oar lives. We proved 
ourselves thorough repablicans, all differing in opinion, all 
giving orders, or suggesting different conrseB for the management 
of the boat ; all commanding, none oheTing. Each of ua was 
satisfied that his idea of onr situation was We best, and the waj 
to get out of it. Had onr captain been with us, we shonld have 
ob^ed him ; the helm woold have been given unanimously to 
his sovereign hand. He would have shaped our conrse, have 
made one onr divided coancils, and would have accomplished 
tlist in Imlf an hour as a sovereign, which it took ua two bonis 
to accomplish as republicans. We escaped by accident ; and, 
in nmilar gales, many in iJiat very bay have lost their lives : 
Mollis, Dellanoy, Mr. Walsh, a gentleman from Ireland, and his 
oompamons ; besides others. 



CONTICT PASSPORTS. 



Some Australian settlers wish for the introduction of the pass 
into Australia Felix, or that it might be cnstomary for workuig- 
men to cany with them a magistrate's certificate of the settler, 
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with whi>m, and where he had last redded, to pnt a stop to 
colonial Tagabondiam. Pro and eon. there has been on this mb- 
iect in the papers, betwixt Mr. Wills, of Mount William, and 
Mi. HdU, Uie Melbonme magiatiate. The former for, and the 
latter againgt it. The first proposes what noald be certainly a 
Bolntaiy check on a race becoming a great nnisance ; and tlie 



it as strenaonslj adTocates the liberty of the sabiect — tha n: 
impeded movements of Englishmen. Some settlers think it 
woald be well to charge juat the cost of the food which, in oat- 
ot-the-wa7 places, they feel compelled to offer to wayferera, 
when there are no inns ; and, perhaps, that would be Uts best 
way of ridding themselves of men who seek work, yet atk ex- 
Oiratant wages, and such as the squatter cannot give. Certainly 
panes are nuisances. The first 1 saw of the system, was whilst 
standing by Sibbold's Mill, at Lannceston, where the &sk is 
crossed by a punt By the river was a sentry-box. There, 
whilst I waited, a foot-traveller came to cross the pant ; tlie 
constable asked him for his pass ; the man pulled a atrip of 
paper from his pocket ; the official examined, and retnmea it. 
Wliilst onr ship lay in the Tamar, two of oar passengers walked 
from Lannceston to where we were, twelve miles down the 
river, and were just hailing ns to take a boat for them, when & 
constable, thinking them bolters — run-away convicts — came up 
to them and demanded to see their passes. It was in vain that 
they assured him they were strangers in the colony — passengers 
of the very ship in sight ; not being able to show him the passes 
— nor knowing any person who couid identify them — they, like 
stupid fellows, went back the twelve miles to Lannceston, 
instead of compelling the constable to go on board with them. 
Th^ were, being ignorant of the country and its laws, in no 
small trepidation ; and were too glad, on being id^ihfied in 
Laanceston by some shipmates, to be at liberty again, to trouble 
themselves with any magisterial inquiry into the constable's 
officiousnesB. 

This pass affair is a sore poser to run-away convicts, where it 
is carefnlly enforced, in penal colonies. One run-away, at Port 
Arthur I think it was, had to pass a narrow peninsula, qnite a 
narrow atrip of land, where stood a sentry-box and a most 
watchful sentinel. He had approached under the cover of the 
neighboaring trees, and retired again in despur times and times 
— he always found the watcher vigilant at his post. A thought 
struck him ; kangaroos were so abundant there, that he bncied 
were he to disguise himself in a kangaroo skin, he should be 
suffered to pass without notice. Immediately he became, to all 
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oatword appearance, a boomer, or larae forester kangaroo, and 
jamped verr leiniiely into thft Bentiuel'i walk ; bat not nnob- 
eerred. The gun naa pointed immediately ; aoA aa quickly, 
like Balaam's asa, the kangaroo spoka — " Stop, don't shoot — tia 
not a kangaroo — I'm a man I " 

Another anecdote U told, and 1 believe truly, about the pan. 

A magistrate, either the originatoi, or notoriona for the itrict 
enforcement of the paw ; a man of an aoateie diapoaition, and 
conunon-looking ; was met in the bnsh by a nemy-appointed 
waggiBhly-iuclinol conetable, who only joet knew him. oy nama 
andnght, and what was mora, by hia character. The police' 
raaa was one of that aott who must breaka jest at wlutever 
expense ; and so he accosta the atranser with — " M^ man, where 
is your pasa 1 " " What aasarance, said the magiatnto hao^- 
tily — " Get about yonr business ! " " It 's my businosa to see 
youT pass," continued the official firmly. " Nonsenae, fellow — 
get yoa gone ! " — here the magistrate hesitated a little, as thoudi 
he would rather get rid of the man without Tn^^'ig himadf 
known ; it was not pleasant to be thoi^t to be a convict ; but 
saw sndi lesolntion in the conatable's hoe, that he exclaiised, 

" I'm Mr. , the madetrate." " Ha, ha, ha t that 's good, 

if it iant I shonld nevernave thought of that — that 's capital ! 'f 
laoghed the constable ; " or, you are Mr. Home, of Roasbridgs, 
or Mr. Archer, of Norfolk Plains : any of the rich men, ha 1 " 
" You raacal ! " stonned the enraged Tittle man. But the man of 
the staff was resolute. " No gammon," s^d he ; " yonr pass — 
or with me you go before the bench." And before the bench 
of magistrates, then sitting, they went. On the bnainMS being 
explained, there was fun enough ; the m^istrates laoghea 
heartily, especially those who did not altogether like their un- 
fortunate brother. 



GLIMPSE OF THE BUSH. 
Very pleasant is a ramble over hill and dale, or throng forwts 
and by streams in this primeval region ; yet I must not oompare 
it witii England. So thoroughly am I what the Yankeea term 
an EnglUher, that I often pity the native white people of the 
colonies, who only funtly know what England is nvm the nar- 
rative or deacriptiTS revelations of their parents. You see a 
buidieaot run, rat-like, before you to its rabbit-like hole in the 
groond ; a bare would be the more graceful object. Near you 
stauda an old gum-tree, called rtd ftom ita internal colour, 
massy, gigantic, gnarled, and fantastically branched n tbs Rngl'th 



274 AtmTBAUAir IKkTE-BOOK. 

o«k; bnt, "Otie difference tome!" not io Teneratle a tree, not 
" the graTe geustor of mightj woods." A most statelj, a moat 
■nperb tree, aogaet in the rich depth of its lej^finegs, is that 
adomer and derender of Britain, I sometimes see a veiy old- 
looking joimg rich man, a native of New Sontii Wales, who lives 
in an etesant honse, and has a valuable estate abont it ; and I 
uk lUTself what kind of boyhood mast that man's have been 1 
He never saw the hlne gleam of hedge-sparrow eggs in the fresh 
budding garden-hedge. What kind of Sowers were his daisies 
and buttercups I Only to think that he never saw a cowslip or 
primrose ; never wandered in a sweet English meadow ; nor 
ever saw a bank of violets. All oor summer sights and sounds 
are lost to him ss completely as if he had been brought up in a 
vast citj : nsj into cities the shoating of the vernal cnckoos will 
often penetrate ; and into them, garden-hannting nightiBgalea wilt 
can; the soul of woods and copses. What idea ean he have of 
a green rural English lane ; or of a coantry village, with its old 
grej gothic chnrch, and the grand barmoD; of bells 1 of mstie 
cottages, substantially capacious faim-hoases, balls antiqnelj 
venerable 1 or of vast hoar; stem castles ? How ntterlj 'are 
lost to him the green fireshness of small homesteads, with their 
shrabb; line of flowery hedge-rows, and the deep rich shadowing 
oivmwoffeous trees. His native trees are scarcelj worthy of 
the t«rm. He doubtless had and has great advantages ; is satis- 
fied with the world, and with himself. Yet seeing what he was 
and is, and knowing well from what elements his youth has be- 
come manhood, what a nakedness of soul must he have ! How 
far more rich in the best wealth is the poorest Englbh peasant) 
whose education has been the song of birds ; the breath of vernal 
blossoms; the daily aspect of ever-varying nature; the old tra- 
ditionary legends; and the homely poetry of common speedi. 
Alas for the manhood which has been built up in a dry-as-durt, 
post-and-rail country! whose education has been completed by 
a tour with the stockman to the Hume-river, the Goulboum and 
the Murray; and whose conversation smacks of the parrot and 
the stock-whip. Howsoever rich such a man may be, I wonld 
rather, regarding real wealth and happiness, be Spencer Hall, in 
Padley Wood, or Hstherge Moor ; moat certainly I should be 
the g^uer. 

It is true there are rich Peter Bella in England, both in town 
lyid country, into whose souls nature coald never find entrance ; 
men who have decently the form of men — (he outer temple 
without the inner capaciousness and adornments — bare walls, 
where there is neither altar nor iucense. 
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What are the acreeable objects in aa AuBtralion landscape t 
Catainly there ia little variety. With the endless range of a 
wooded countiy the eye is soon satisfied. Better it is to meet, 
OB yon do occasional!;, ^ith here and there ample openings of 
gracefnllj smooth country, with a shiac-tree only at intcrvala, or 
a clnmp of them ; knoll and elope and glen sweetly varied with 
sanahine and shadow ; and with the silveiy gleam of blae waters, . 
the green sward whitely doited, far as you can see, with flocks 
of sheep ; such scenery as you meet with amongst tie beautiful 
chain of the Moonee ponds, in the ueighhonihood of the higher 
flow of the Salt-water river, and beyond Mount Macedon. Then 
there are gay groups of magpies, with their rich lively voices, 
the most abundant of Anstraiian birds. Perhaps a bronze-winged 
pigeon may get up before you and alight in some tree near at 
hand — a beautiful creature. The gorgeous colours of a flock of 
parrots may suddenly flash before your eyes, with rainbow hues, 
and then as fleetly with their shriU sharp cries vanish fe.t off in 
the woods. White and block cockatoos are not disagreeable 
objects, but most harsh and discordant screamers. Very stately 
and pleasant is the lofty and deliberate flight of the larger kinds 
of ^cons ; and very grand is the comins from the immenHc 
forests and untrodden mountains, the soannga aloft, and stoop- 
ings from the higher heavens, of the large Australian eagle. Also 
very noble in its flight, and seen soHtanly in bays and lakes, is 
the pelican of the wildemesB. Splendid throngh dusky heavens 
is the caravan-motion of trumpef-toned swans. Very litely and 
animating, the dancing mass of plnmage of the fleet racing emu : 
and not ungraceful, the plunging-gump-gump-gump of the kan- 
gwoos ; filling you with sudden trepidation, as it bounces and 
Busters through the scrub. 



WHAT RIGHT HATE WE TO AUSTRAUA? 



Biill did not keep. The Cape of Oood Hope, the East Indies, 
Van Diemen'a Land, and New Holland, these were worth 
having, and we have them. We had hold, too, of Meinheer's 
Spice islands ; bat had we a little hit of conscience, or did we 
pity tie beaver-nation, that we let go our hold '{ Perhaps we 



=,Coo^lc 



279 AwnuLus motE'Booz. 

had gr««ped enongli. No nation aux boaat each ati honest aneet' 
try ai we : our colonigiiig ii of the blood. The Komans wen 
in Britain, and the Daaes ; thej come naittTited if the Saxons 
did not. Milton cousideied tiiose same Romana to be only a 
great nation of splendid thieves. Then the Danes, when tlier 
were paid to leave the conntiy, never came back again — until 
the ne^t spring. The Saxons saw the coontiy was beantifol ; 
the; had been iuTited over, were boapttably dedied to make 
themielyeg quite at home in it, and did so. Besides, they didn't 
like crossing the Channel, foT i^p-bnilding was not then in 
great perfection. Then the Nonnans, — bnt we have said qnite 
■enongfa. We have the right blood in onr veins ; Roman, Danish, 
Saxon, and Nonnan ; and nobodj will dispate our title to one 
half of the globe- Our dDminiooa, whatever quantity of night 
and darkness there may be in the world, are known to bask in 
perpetual annsbine- The Dutch will saj nothing to as about 
New Holland ; and, for the aborigines, they have reversed Qod's 
command to "increase and maltiply." They are decreasing natn- 
lally, and have thus no right to the land- Nobody will aigpiit« 
oni title in this particular ; me are not decreasing. 

Well, all the crimes of our anceatoia were siiieerel;y repent«d 
of ; ana we are inclined to act, nationally and individn^y, in 
ft becoming and Christian manner. 

" Thank God," says the white man, as he draws near to a 
newly-discovered country, " that I was bom in a Christian land ! 
for these poor savages that we are about to visit know nothing 
so great is their simplicity and ignorance about meum and tuum; 
and we shall be able for a few glass beads, or some trifling gift 
of knives or scissors, hatchets or blankets, to persuade Uiem, 
like Esan his birthright, to sell the very land ^ich ihey have 
inherited from their forefathers. It is veiy likely that they may 
not so much as know one syllable of our Wgusge ; cor, indeed, 
nndeistand the nature of the bargain which they make ; still, 
the trinkets will be theirs and the land onrs, for we have both 
the will and the power to take possession of it Besides, 'we 
have other authority than purchase or force ; the savages must 
be Christianized. If the wild people lose their old coontiy, 
they will receive for it in return a new faith. Once plant the 
croEB upon the shore, and the new land belongs to Christ and 
his people." 

Peihaps the planting of the crera In the domains of these 
nnapprenensive and silly beings is meant to typify, as it cer- 
tainly was when so set up by the Spaniards, that, in the new 
•eene irf operations, Christ would again be crucified in the tean. 
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the groans, and agoniei, of outraged humanity ; in the nantter- 
able barbahtieB and atrocities to be inflicted on a timid and 
defenceless people. 

Nothing is more neeenaiy or just than that, as one eanntr)' is 
oreT-peopIed, the ■aperaainerary inhabitants should distribnta 
themielvea over new and more thinly occnjiied countries. God, 
who sajd " replenish the earth," never, indeed, meant twelve 
aqnare mLlee of the earth's commanljprodDctiTeBarfoceto belong, 
BB in Anstrslia, to one only hnman being ; not ever gave, save 
in one instance, any one countiy (o one race of men eiclnsively. 
By onltivating the soil, iolely, do we obtain any property in it ; 
nor ha» any man a right to mora than he can occnpy with advan- 
tage to himself and his bind. Of the rest he is ont a steward, 
and most give an acconnt of his atewardahip to the Universal 

William Penn did right in again pnrahsaing of the Indiana 
the territory given him by hia sovereign, although it neither 
belonged to the one or the other ; for, by so doing, he satisfied 
his own conscience, and conciliated the goodwill of the ot4 
inhabitanta of the woods. His sterling int^rity, his Chrietian 
philsntivropy, impresBed a new idea of the greatness of man, 
and of his goodness, upon that wild yet inteUectual people, im- 
measurably productive of good to both races through many 
Encceeding generations. 

It was a lesson that should not have been for^ten. Still, if 
we have given them, in the worst of our species, ill example, 
we have afforded to snch of them as do not tall in mutual con- 
flict before we nnderstand each other, what they did not poasesa 
before our arrival, an opportnnity of raising themselves in the 
scale of being ; of embracing the arte and comforts of civilised 
exist«nce ; of acquiring the knowledge, bv intercourse and com- 
pariaoh, that they are naturally something more than mere 
brutes, or capable of enftanchisement from that condition, 

This right to Australia is a sore subject with man^ of the 
British settleiH, and they strive to satisfy their conscienceB in 
■variooB ways. We will listen now to what a settler says on the 
flobject : — 

" "" 'mluur ttiat moat of na noBaess. is. that we 

a moral and 
To this I will reply ; 
Inrope, Uia wide and flourishing part of the globe from which 
most of ns come, was, at one time, a vast moantainooa and 
woody district ; many parta of which, as Britain, Germany, 
Hnn^uy, and the Northern states, eonaitted either of wide 
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morasBes or intenuiiiable forests, inhabited chiefly by wild beosU^ 
and scantily peopled bj wandering tribes, snbsistiii^ by himting 
and predntoty eicnreiona. 

" Such were its inhabitants when the Egj^tians, PhtemciaiiB, 
and Tjrians, incrensing in population, beKan to send oat parties, 
who, settling alons the shoreB of the AfediteiraDeoD, advanced 



inland and laid the foundation of those i 






Grecian, Roman, and Venetian, &c., nnder whom reh^n v 
preserved, philosophy advanced, and the arts and sciences encou- 
raged and perfected.* 'Were these colonists considered as rob- 
bers of the soil 1 Were they responsible for the evili and the 
bloodshed which these wandering tribes brought apon themselves 
by their aggressions upon the new-comers 1 for if they were 
not, neither are we, who have been led by the same providiea- 
tial hand to a continent little less in extent than ancient Karop«, 
and little more inhabited, to be looked apoa as usurpers of a 
pre-occupied country. More than this ; (for I look upon the 
question as one of vital importance) the blacks thHuselves bear 
among them so many distinct characteristics of different nations 
and periods, whose habits, langaage, and appearances, are totally 
distinct, and who seldom meet but to Sgkt, that we may reason- 
ably conclnde, that they are descended from ancestors borne 
here at different times and from different nations, for the African 
and the Asiatic are moat clearly distinguishable. Who, then, is 
to judge, to whom a territory so extensive belongs ; or to say 
that wandering tribes, whom accident has probably thrown on 
these shores at different periods, are the rightful and sole «waen 
of such a countiy 1 

" Considering, then^ that the protectorate is a boon given to 
satisfy a feeling within ourselves ; that we have robbed these 
natives with one hand, and must give them something with the 
other ; and that it is also a salvo to stop the hue and cry of a 
body in the mother countiy, not inaptly termed humanity- 
mongers ; who, to use the words of an American writer, can 
sympathise with the remotest coruersof the earth, while they are 
deaf to the cries of their starving countrymen : I contend, that 
we are in no way bonnd in justice, whatever pity for them might 
lead ns to do, to keep np the eixpensive pageantiy of a protecto- 
rate ; while, if we examine into the ends proposea by the 
protectorate, we shall see of how little service they are. 

"To feed and instmct the blacks 16,000f. a year is voted by 

d like to 
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goTenuuent ; but the blacks can find food sweeter to them than 
the richest dainUes, where the white man wonld Btarre, The 
root that grows beneath hig feet ; the grub from which we tarn 
in disgust ; the snakes from which we fly in tenor, all furnish a 
change of savoniy dishes to the native, even when the kangaroo 
has fled the soil. Then, for their instiuction, go witness thti 
brce that occnn at the supreme courts, when one of Iheae beings 
ia brongbt ap for trial ; and watch the stopid stare of the culprit 
as the protector tries to stammer out some unintelhgible jargon, 
and gives it up, in nine cases out of ten, withoat being one whit the 
wiser : proving how utterly incapable such jjeople are to instmct, 
who show such slowness themselTeB in acqaiaition. And ia it to 
iw supposed that the blacks appreciate, and are grateful for, these 
benents conferred upon them, and this charity exercised towards 
them 1 Ah, no ! they see the glarii^ eyes of self-love, and self- 
prat«ction, lurking behind the mask of charity ; and though 
charity they cannot appreciate, they give us credit for the senti- 
ment secondary only to revenge in native bosoms — 1 mean fear. 
This, then, is the sentiment by which they must be civilised ; not 
by cruelty, bnt fear. Dismiss the protectorate, and with the 
fonds, or half the funds, organise auch a body of mounted police 
that there shall not be a spot witiiin the liniits of location where 
their presence is not known and felt ; and these, under the com- 
maud of honourable and principled cheers, will be the gaardians 
of the black as well as of the white. Let gentlemen and men of 
^nciple be appointed magistrates in varions parta of the bush, 
and let minor offences committed by the blacks or whites be tried 
on the spot where they are committed ; then the blacks, knowing 
that they would be surely punished for their aggreasjons, would 
fii«dnally (as they even do in Melboume, where they are civilised 
by fear) quietly locate amongst the settleia, assist them in their 
toils, and receive anch reward aa their labour would permit." 
— Port Phillip SettUri' newipaper article. 

The above is a very &voarabls sample of settlers' logic, abund- 
ance of which is published in the colonial papers. Were this 
oettler'a plui to be adopted, and the protectorate diamissed, what 
would be the result ! A small island, smaller than Flinders' 
Island, woald soon hold the diminisbsd tribes of the whole 
Aboriginal people of New Holland. Onr settler commenced his 
paper with the assertion (not quoted) that he would go to the 
root of the matter, but did not. He flings the country into 
" chancBiy," then takes possession of it as a matter of course. 
The real root of the matter is, Christianity. We must, as the 
wisest policy, do ourselves all the good we can, and the native* 
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loo; ondws ihidl thereby acqnire the only jngt title to AiiHtTS}i« 
How delicately the settler lonched the waaton havoc m&de by 
hia class on the native acimaU : " Where the kanganm ha« fled 
the Boil." As it regajda the food of the aborigines fonnd by tiiem 
■pontaueoaslj prodaced in the bush, from my own esperieoce 
amongst them I know that their old dainties of snake and gmb- 
mamoDg, bimenbenng, opossum, &c., are no longer loxniies ; 
they have taitad other food ; and now, bread, beef, mutton, 
potatoes, and tea, are "merri jig" — all very good. Then, the 
settler's system of fear has no inatmction in it. A hettei code 
than this haa bem tried — thanks to Hbsirb. TDck£eld, Parker, 
and Thomas — " the law of kindness." Again, the settlu' expects 
the protector, who ia compelled to locate himaelf with a tribe oi 
two in a particular district, to be nniversa! in his operations, wtd 
to know, by instinct, the languages of all the AnstialiBn ^>ori' 
pnee. Bnt the most remarkable passage in the selfish paper of 
this settler is this, that the natives cannot apprnnate the jnstice 
or. charity of the i^ite people, and that' titese are therefoie 
wasted. Most esceUent ! snch a rigid code of economised mercy 
and joatice would considerably lessen the worldly sum of mortal 
ingratitude j 



It is pleasant to range where you list in a new country, oecii- 
pied and delighted with endless novelties. To know that wilboot 
a license yon are at liberty ; that there is " ample room and vei^ 
enough." This was the feeling with ns on first landing in 
Australia ; prepared for a glorious outbreak by our long se»- 
imprisonment. Any coantry ia pleasant, even the old civilised 
lands, with their stringent enactmenta, to the long aea-weary. 
How much more so here, 

" Where free to follow Nature ira* the moda ;" 

where there is yet little intimation of human intrusion ; whese, 
as yet, on the south aide of the River Yarra especially, there has 
been no carving np of the country; none of it self .appropriated in 
■ome directiooa for hundreds of miles ; and where the only 
danger is, to new pleasore-seekera, that they may most effectaally 
lose every trace of civilisation, even of something to eat. Some 
in this manner lose not only their way, bnt their lives. Thejr 
make the discovery that a compass is not always a snre giiide, 
any more than the snu; forwiuontg ' • • .- 



Uont good aenae and obacrvation. 
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will pTOTe worthless. They find that in « conntry styled 
e Happy " they may die of buuger, and their death De. attri- 
buted to the savages. Captus Llojd, a shipmate of ours, lost 
hiaiself in the Tasmania woods for three oi foar days, and when 
foaad by a party of soldiers sent out in seaich of him, he was 
only just alivs. Snch instances are not lare. 1 was lost myself 
hy tlw River Tamar, near Bprini; Bay. 1 was astonished how I 
conld tboB have become bewildered. Not knowing which way 
ta go, I reflected that I had nothing with me, ont alone in the 
deueat wilderness, wherewith tc kuidle afire. It was lateish in 
the aftemoon : and 1 most devise aome expedient for finding 
my way to oni ship, which was lying at anchor at Swan Point. 
1 thonght immediately on the flow of the river, down which we 
were goinx, and that instantaneously slmck me as a jojfnl 
thought ; bat the pleasnre as fleetly vanished ^ain, when I re- 
fleeted that the Tamar was rabject to tides — to ebbs and to flows. 
Sometimes I hastened on in one direction — then tomed again, 
and went on as rapidly in the other. The water, thoogh wide 
wae very tortnons — veiy labyrinthine — so that to see lie vessel 
we most be close upon it. 1 lost mnch time to no porpose in 
this way, and expected to be ont all night, at a time of the year 
when the atmospnere is cold and foggy, and more so on the flats 
Dear rivers. I at length resolved, light or vrrong, to persevere 
in one direction, and if 1 went from the ship I should moat 
likely find some woodmen's hnts hy night-&ll, which would be 
{(referable to a night in the woods without food or fire, On 1 
went, steadily and briskly, not without a palpitating heart, and 
reached, after an honr'a torturing uncertiunty, the spot from 
which I had first started — welcome — beantifnl Swan Point —and 
the ship — looking more home-like than ever. Of two people 
lost in tne wilderness woods — one, jnst escaping with the life in 
him — was afterwards entombed in the ocean, his bones tossed 
about and whitened by eternal biUowa— and the other is here. 
Now for those who were fonnd before they were lost. 

A newly arrived emigrant, and his two Mends, a few years 
ago, leaving Melbonme in the morning early, crossed the Fnnt, 
iittending to pass a week of pleasure in the bosh, shooting, &c. 
None of them bad declared positively, like the Eastern monarch 
in J<^iiison's story, that it should he a week of happiness, yet 
tadtly Q^ were willing that it should be so. All of them had 
guns— all Ikad knapsacks at their hacks, or blankets, should they 
be compelled to aleep in the open air, and roughly clad, looked 
a rather formidable cempaay. On their way towards Western 
Fort tlMj oame wira^ect^dly npou the bnah residence of a 



=,Coo^lc 



283 AUSTRALUH BOm-BOoK. 

squatter, and modegUj reqneBted at the door of the hnt waterttf 
drink. They did Dot apprehend themBelves to be dangarans- 
looking people ; liad no desire to terrify anybody — the morning 
was delightfnl : they were quite at their ease, and enjoyed th«n~ 
aelves wonderfulJy. They nad no idea bnt that everybody were 
extraordinarily happy too. The people in the hut had a feeliuff 
the very opposite of this ; three men with guns, utrangBra, ana 
about BO early. There waa aomething menacing, they thought ; 
at all events, mysterious, in the ciicamstance. They felt c 



before them the best food they possessed ; and after thanks aa 
the one hand, and ceremonions attention on the other, onr 
•portsmen went on their way, talking eagerly and jiwonaly of 
tiie kindness and liberality of their entertainers. " They aie 
bushrangers, that they are ! " exclaimed one and all of the bnah- 
residenta, as soon as the backs of their -visilors were turned, and 
the squatter rode off to Melbourne instanter with that intelli- 

All day the three friends sped along in open prospect of the 
Bay towards Western Port ; and were now evidently, at night- 
f^l, near some marahes covered with water-fowl, and the 
freqnent cries of dncks gave new life to our sportsmen. They, 
therefore, kindled a fire in the neighbourhood, supped, spread 
their bl^kets for the night, and were almost as comfortably 
accommodated as native denizens of the wild, for whom the 
grass is bed soft enough, and a piece of bark a sufficient house. 
So they slept : whilst the mounted policemen, the same in 
number, were wakeful with the thooghts of apprehending the 
bushrangers in the morning, and what might be the casnaltiw 
of the enterprise. 

Singularly enough, the sportsmen had also tMr apprehensions 
of the bushrangers, and one, by turns, kept sentry, whilst the 
others slept ; for it seems there were at this very time, and in 
this part of the country, three seamen who had taken to the 
bush, and by committing several robberies had filled all thii 
part of the country with terror and excitement. Thus, attended 
by uneasy people, the adverse fires, in sight of each party, 
burned on steadily through the night : the policemen, who had 
tracked our company hither, confident of capturing them in the 
morning. 

With daylight the sportsmen were busy : wild swans, geese 
and ducks were abundantly before them. Theyhad just attained 
the Inckieat situations, and wne only waiting, two of tltem, for 
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the third, who had remoYed to a little dietance, that their fire 
might proye more effective-~all was ef^rness, and the certainty 
of gteac booty vas the one piedominant feeling — when np came 
the policemsD, who hesitated a moment to inquire if there waa 
not a third belosgiog to the party. On being answered satie- 
bctorily, the two were knocked down, and their guns aeized, 
nnceremonioQBlj. The third person was as easily captured. 

" Now," thought the ehooterB, " we are taken to be robbed 
by the bnsh-rangera," — " How readily," the policemen congrato- 
lited themselves, " we have apprehended the bush-rangers." 

The horsemen drove on the ifisconsolate foot-ttavellerb towards 
Melbonme. The officials were triumphant — in high spirite ; 
the sportamen indignant, vet crest-fallen exceedingly. 

A little while before they reached what is now the Briditon 
Estate, one of the horsemen rode forward to prepare breakfast 
for the party at the first station, and now an incident sufficiently 
ladicrous occarred. 

Mr. W set his foot unwarily on the head of a large snake 

of the most deadly kind, which wnthed and lashed its tail about 
his legs fearfully. He, however, leaped to a distance from it 
safely. At this moment one of the horses took fright, either at 
the snake, which nused its head immediately erect, or at Mr. 

W 's sndden movement ; the policeman, unable to manage 

his steed, let fall a gun belonging to one of the captives, but the 
Tinrnly horse galloped away with him. The third, and only 
remaining horseman, shot the snake, and was suddenly unhorsed 
for the exploit Now had the fortune of war all at once chopped 
round into the opposite quarter. The guns lay on the gi'ound, 
and were resumed by the captives merrily. Their keeper had 
discharged his piece, and was at their mercy. He, in turn, was 
taken prisoner. The other policemen returned, and called out 
to them, on seeing the new tnm of affairs, to lay down their 
arms. They did so immediately, vrith unaffected good humoar. 
" Do yon still think ub boah-rangers \ ° inquired the sportsmen. 
The faith of the policemen began to give way. Certainly the 
desperate character of the people for whom they were appre- 
hended was not well home out by Uiem. " Well," said they, 
" we hava our donbta ; nevertheless yon mast go to Melbourne : 
must be examined by the proper authorities, and he dismissed 
by them." 

Such, after a night spent in the Lock-up, was the result. 

" It was an nirfortunate mistake, — the policemen had done 
no more Uian their duty." And, of coune, it was the duty of 
the nifierers, after a litUe grumblJiig, to submit. 
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A COLONIAL mCUBDS. 
The high rales of interest paid by the colonista of New SonUi 
Wales, eapecially. to British maney-lendeiB, and to which the 
borrowers were pledged in prosperous times, and to which good 
&ith binds tbem is the present, ia a grievous and rainoaH aAir, 
DOW that, on good showing, no employment of capital, n^tevor 
good fortiine m&y attend it, can revise in return 10 per cent. 
The BufPerera have petitioned the Legislative Council to protect 
ibem bj a usury law ; asserting that not only are they paying 
the tnteieet of the borrowed capital, but are in such payment 
returning as interest the capital ; not only, in ^t, fanushing 
a jnst portion of the commercial growth and increase, bat ara 
tearing up the roots of the golden Uee. This, no doubt, is troe ; 
^t the Legislative Council disregarded the pedtion, and justly, 
tt being none of their business to interfere between the parties, 
leaving the matter to be decided by llie usurers, on whose tender 
mercies the borrowers must rely, and to the infiaence of public 
opinion. The nsnrers will be wisest if they are reasonable, if 
they are merciful, and are satisfied without exacting the poimd 
of flesh. That tuis payment of enormous interest is one of the 
most grievous drawbacEu on the prosperity of the colonies cannot 
be doubted ; the middle and southern districts of New South 
Wales having, it has been computed, to make up as interest no 
less a sum to British capitalists than ;£260,000 annually. This 
is almost as great a colonial curse as drunkenness. 



A PEEP AT THE NATIVEa 
Every person visiting the native encampments must be 
delighted with some things, if disgusted with others. There is 
something very erect and dignified in l^e attitudes and motions 
of the wild people. You perceive that tiieir limbs have always 
had free play — nnencumbered and unrestrained bv the shackles 
of civilised garments. Their bare feet, nncromped by shoes, are 
like other hands to them. If a spear or bomerang is dropped, 
they pick it up with their toes, and, only slightly stooping, ton 
it up into the nand. It is not uninteresting to watch them at 
tbe vocation of miam'making ; stripping off from the trees large 
and thick sheets of bark, driving fork^ stakes into the ground 
to receive the cross-tree, against which they rear the bark, and 
complete the whole with a covering of green boughs. Then it 
is a great novelty to see them climb trees in the search for opoi- 
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mnu ; to see them cutting bduU holes with their tomfthawkB in 
the boles of trees, at regular iatervals, into which thej insert theii 
toes and fingers altematelj. Is thia maimer thej ascend trees 
^ vast bnlk to an amazing height. The7 first strike the tree 
ndth the head of the tomahawk to ascertain if it is hollow. 
Then the; learn with the nicest skill whether there has been an 
opomun np into Gie tree recentlj ; and know at once whether 
to climb or not. Good eyes they have, are keen of vision, and 
Die them. How dim and nncertain to me seemed the marks of 
the opoBSum on the hole, jet to them how clear and palpable ! 

00 wnerever yon will, you observe in the wilderness, on the 
trees, the native "his morkj" there it is, whilst the hand 
vhidi fixed it there is dost. In Van Diemen's Land I first 
noticed them — the last lingering records of a vanished people. 
TTiev were to be seen everywhere, bat the native nowhere. His 
£re oad bnmt ont in the forest. The conntry had obtained a 
new name, and was occupied by a new people. New dwellings 
were erected on the graves of a departed race. There seemnl 
an accusing quietness in the woods. There seemed accosation, 
too, in the old native marks, and that it would be better if they 
were obliterated. Yet there they stand ] appealing from the 
post to the present — from the dead to the living, to what there 
IS of mercy in mankind — and to Christ. 

Near the native encampments yon are snre to find intimalions 
of savage ingenuity — broken war implements, carved cnrioasly ; 
fragments of wicker-work, wiabh surprise jou with their beauty. 
Then you see sronps of native children mimicking the employ- 
ments of the elder natives : they have their juvenHe battles, and 
are very noisy over their corrobories. 

Besides these things, jrou meet at the native encampment, near 
Melbonme, a blind native boy, led by another native child — a 
sad spectacle. What will be hia destiny 1 In civilised society 
the blind are a privileged people — how wiU it be with him 1 

1 felt, whilst looking upon him, tiiat he might use Milton's words 
is a oonble sense, for he was peculiarly 

-■■ With (Utknen uul with daugBr compua'd RHind, 
And Mlitude." 

When I look on the naked, nnkempt, paintHsmeared aborigines 
of Anstralia, 1 fancy myself for a moment living in ancient 
Britain ; that I am a Roman ; one fractional part of a vast, 
;^ons, and mnltitndinoas race ; and that the beings before me 
with wooden implements of warfare, resemble its aboriginal 
people 1 only less warlike, less athletic, and of a darkw com* 
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dial race, as we suipaaa toe KonuuiB in science, tbe arts, la 
literatnre, and in these momentoos eoergiea of the modem world 
— Cbrutianity, and the Press. 

The Romans would Beem goda in tlLe eym of the Ancient 
Stit«us, as Europeans did in those of the aboriginal Australian. 

The American Indians have waned away, and are become, as 
a people, less and less. So it mast be with this inartificial and 
aliaoat jireclumable race. Boine ia the dwelling of religions 
owls and bats — a race of dwar& in arms, in civil and religions 
freedom. Britain ia now something. We are all that the greatest 
nations of antiqait; have been, and infinitely more. 

This reflection naturally was awakened by the following 
anecdote ; — 

An old History of England was given to a native, or found t^ 
him, in which was a picture of the Ancient Britona, a battle- 
scene, thronged with fierce countenances and implements of 
aarage warfare. He stared at it with astonishment ; he had 
made a novel discovery ; there were other white people than 
those he had hitherto seen. " Ha ! " he eiclaimed with dilated 
nostrils, and head erect — "those are the wild white fellows !" 

AnoUier discovery surprised the Port Phillip blacks ; there 
were other black fellows ! Major Davidson brought from India 
with him some Hill Coolies, who were at one time employed in 
repMring the Melbomne streets. The natives eyed them atten- 
tively, evidently considering the Hill Coolie a creature of doubt- 
fal formation, ft bungling imitation of himself, and pronounced 
him accordingly to be " no good black fellow that." 

The natives are curious enough to thrust themselves into new 
buildings to see what is going on, and on some occasions they 
are surprised with novelties quite unexr^ted. At Manton^ 
steam-mill occurred a ludicrous scene. The dark people just 
entered it when newly set in motion. There was the wnirl and 
roar, the groan and clatter of wheels ; the engine screamed, 
puffed and snorted ; had the world been going to atoms they 
could not have been more horrified, off they ran like wild-fire ! 
not pausing to look back until they thouaht themselves at a safe 
distance. Then pausing to describe what had terrified them 
to some persons they met, they imitated the noise of the engine ; 
made motions to represent the whirling of wheels — then looked 
back and ran agdn. 

Some years ago a portion of the Western Port natives medi- 
tated a murderous expedition against some distant tribe ; but 
kept their design a secret from the protector ; ouly declaring 
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that they ahonld be awa^ manjr moouB. A child, however, as 
diildren do, with grave Bimplicitv reveals tlie Mcret : " Plentj 
kidney-fat by, by," said the little imp to Mr. Thorn aa, as they 
stood by a native fire. They would have plenty ot the fat of 
their enemieH before long ! Thig incarsion was for Qippsland — 
whence the lone absent natives retamed, after hard marching, 
dmost dead with fati^e. Th^ had murdered nine naked dis- 
figured human abominations like themselvea. It was twelve 
moons before the visit was returned by the Oippsland tribe, and 
the bloody debt repud ; and it was on this occasion that they 
first saw a while man and a white man's dwelling. They 
observed it wilb evident surprise ; and not having any idea of 
a door, or its use, they tried to make their way into the house at 
the sides and comers, and through the roo^ cutting a passage 
with their atone tomahawks. When in, they offered no ill-usage 
to Uie owner, Mr, Jamieson ; and when he fired off a gun to 
intimidate them, they only laughed and danced round him as if 
delighted with the novelty. One of the blacks before entering 
saw a window, and throogh it something on a table, which, nn- 
conscions of inch a substance as glass, he put forth his hand to 
lay hold of ; he was astonished at the crash of the pane, and. 
did not seem to relish the bleeding hand he got in consequence. 
He would think it magic ! Sugar and flour they emptied out of 
the bags without remorse ; the nags only being wanted, being, as 
they thought, a kind of cloth. The guns would not go off in 
their hmids as in Mr. Jamieson's, so they left them as useless ; 
bnt clothing of every kind they seiied eagerly. In one part of 
the room were piled up ■ quantity of newspapers and Cham- 
bers's Edinburgh Journals ; these they dealt out to each other 
liberally, taking them also for a kind of cloth. These, after- 
wards, on finding out their mistake, were thrown here and 
there ; and were found by Mr. Thomas, who had been sent 
after the depredators, scattered abundantly about the bush for 
twenty miles, by this rather novel " society for the diffusion of 
usefal knowledge." 



COLONIAL STATISTICS. 

The returns as prepared by the colonial secretary (for Kew 
South Wales) and lately laid on the table of the legislative council, 
have JQst been pnblished. They contain a mass of intoresting 
and important information relative to the progress of colonial 
wealth, compiled and arranged with industry and care. 
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Skifpihs Ihwikd*. 

The totaU only for each jear are given : 



Y«r. 


Btalpi. 


Tou. 


Ymt. 


Shipi. 


T<M. 


1826 


62 


17,178 


1835 


260 


63,019 


1827 


103 


26^08 


1896 




65,415 


1B2S 


137 


32,559 


1837 


400 


80,1 U 


1829 


1G8 


37.3*2 


1838 


423 


91,777 


1B30 


157 


S1,22S 


1839 


563 


125,574 


1831 


155 


34,000 


1840 


709 


178.958 


1832 


189 


41,360 


1841 


714 


183.778 


1883 


210 


60,164 


1842 


628 


143,921 


1834 


24S 


68,532 









In 1842 there is a dimumtioiL of Bhipping, in number 86, and of 
tonnage, compared with the preceding ;eaT, of 39,875. It murt 
be remarked that there was gradoal progress up to 1841. Hen 
is retn^radatioD ; and there will he a still greater &lling off foi 
1843. 

Sbuping Odtwihio. 



Yw. 


me.. 


Tnu. 


V«i. 


aupt. 


~., 1 


1826 


60 


17,020 


1835 


262 


66,964 1 


1827 


63 


14,501 


1836 


264 


62,834 


1828 


69 


20,126 


1837 


402 


7B,02O 


1829 




37,586 


1838 


409 


93.004 


1830 




28,822 


1839 


548 


124,776 


1831 


165 


35,252 


1840 


665 


163,704 


1832 


194 


42,857 


1841 


690 


172,118 


1833 


213 


49,702 - 


1842 


633 


134,970 


1834 


220 


53,373 









Hers again was falling off. Cloads are gathering, and the 
shadows of comiog misery cast themselTcs far on before. In 
August, 1843, Mr. Weutwoith, in the Legislative Council of New 
Sonth Wales, said that "thecountrywasinaatateof Dupoialleled 
distress — that it had reached a criaia such as had never before 
been wibiessed since ttie foundation of the colonj. If any man 
felt a .doubt on this point, let him look at the richest of the 
landed proprietora, ana what was theii condition ) Was it not 
notorious Inat nine-tentha had their hoosea and lands and (heir 
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s, bnilt in the days of their prosperity, morteaged up to 

the eyes i Was it not notorionB ttuit ue inferior landed pro- 
prietors were unable to my the wages of their servants, were 
Wassed in courts of law, and were balanced between the 
sheriff on one hand, and tbe Insolvent Court on the other — 
amongst the sqaatters, was it not notorioas that gentlemen wilb 
10,000 sheep were nnable to get credit for a baa of sngar or a 
chest of tea 1 If they looked at the merchants, they were with- 
out custom ; the traders were withont business, and mechanics 
and artizans were pining for want in the streets. If they looked 
to the result of this wretched state of things, they would see an 
insolvent list, which, in the short space of fifteen months, had 
swelled to the amount of nearly two millions, upon which an 
average dividend could not be obtained exceeding the value of 
2id. in the pound sterling." 

The enormous interest paid by the colony to British capitalists 
at 10 per cent., 260,000'. per annum ; the one million sent out 
to fetch immigrants ; the vast sums spent in wine, spirits, &c., 
were doing their work of ruin. These are the never-sated Levi- 
atJiaUB, which swallow up willioat remorse mimosa hark, tallow, 
and wool. 

The quantity of wool imported into England from British 
possessions in 1842 was 18,467,212 lbs. ; New South Wales 
supplied of this 8,725,641 lbs. 

Retom of live stock in the colony of New South Wales on 
the 30th of September, 1843 ;— 



HoiSM, I Homed CMlIs. I Pip. I She^. 

40,184 I 304,88e | 43,043 | 1,596,417 

11,796 [ 491,641 I — [ 1.804,096 





nonffl. 


Homed Cuttla 


Pip. 


Bbm- 


Bourke. 

Grant .... 

Normsnby . 

Without tlieBoiinduieB. 


897 

377 

7B 

3,266 


16,005 
3,309 
1.105 

61,373 


1,604 

342 

95 

1,000 


77,883 

94,170 

13,270 

1,219,011 


4,005 1 100,792 


3,041 


M04,333 
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Afllta. 


ChBdtB.. 


TsUL 


Mate. 


Ftmila. 


HiOe. 


T«m3». 


iDcluding the diitiict of 1 
Pore PhiEip, OB the SlM f 
Dec, 1842 J 

S«pt., 184S ... . / 




36.7S2 

35,612 


23,979 
26,433 


23,620 
25,967 


1G9,889 
164,026 



ShiHiF, 2t,837;n]ne, 11,7901. Hldo, S70; nlue, 1002. TiUoir, 13 
■tom;rtlue,3I9t Beet 376 darces; wine, 1,466!. Wheat, 414 bnditlii 
nJae, I04t Potatoe*, H Ion ; vjoe, ISi.? Butter, 27 cwt ; ™liw, IfiM. 
Sealildui, 2 Lhda.; -niae, 971. Sundriea, 42SI. Nsmbei of "cneli 
inwards, 165 I tsaiuge, 17,679, Total wbajfage, 43H. I2«. 7d. Total 
dutlH, 5,6451. ISi. Total imporU, 50,963^ 7>. 9d. Total eipiHts, 
83,5491.— Extncted from the Ciuloma' Booki to Jiuaar; 5lh, 1844. 

LiniT StiTinicg of Pobt Pbiujp, 1844. 

Population 30,000 

Ocilnaiy roTenue , . £71,831 10 8 
Expendilore . £4,362 

Imports .... 183,321 
Eipons .... 877,672 

Vessels iamrd 177 

TmuMge of do. 2S,S21 

Tensli onlmrd 173 

Toniiage of do. 23,111 

Honei 5,000 

Sheep 2,000.000 

CMllo 140,000 

ExpoH of wool 4,400,054 Ibi. 

The total ordinu]' raveaae of Port Phillip, from the 
period of ili aettlenieat in 1837 to the end of lSi2, 

WM £223,984 7 

Whilst the whole eipeaditnre, from 1836 to 1843, ma 254,985 6 
fint a ereat part of the Fort Phillip revenae haviiig been col- 
lected in Sjdnev, it may fairly be assDmed tbat the ordiiuuy 
levenne has pud the oidinaiy expenditure. And eveo id the 
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amount above >tat«d, m expenditure, is included the ooet of pub- 
lic buildings and pablic woi^, to the amoont of 58,3S9^. Ot. 3d. ; 
the New Qaol and Conrt-honBe coating 19,638/. 7i. 9d. ; and the 
eipenBe nnder the head " Aborigines " bein^ 29,4641. 4t. 6kd. 
The public bnildings wiuch awell the expen£tnre bo ssrioaaly , 
cannot be looked npon as ordinaiy expenmture ; whilst tite item 
nnder " AbarigineB " properly belongs to the land levenae. The 
popnlatiou and live stock in this column is the nearest approxi- 
mation to the correct numbers that can be obtained. It will be 
Been in the preceding data that the Port Phillip ordinaiy rere- 
noe exceeded its snppoged expenditnia hy 18,0001, This is 
remitted to Sjdney. 

CntwDluidpn>ccMUmPaTtPlullip,froiDl837ul8*2 £3911,911 11 1 

Expended in immigntion ioi Port Phillip, up to «ime 

date 204,416 5 0| 

Due to Port Phillip Und buyers, if when they pnr- 

chsse l&od thej purchase labour (gone to Sydney 

with llie Sttiplus ordinarj revenues) . . £189,465 6 OJ 

The whole fonr years' goTemment outlay, for the religion and 
education of the Port Phillip district, is as follows : — 

Church of England, CharchoB, Pmnonagea, and uluiea . £1,935 17 3 

Catholic Church . do. . do. . 1,711 12 6 

Scotch Church . do. . do. 3,243 7 

Weelejan Church do. do. . 1,359 16 

For Chuich and Diaenting Schools, &c. . 1,991 3 1 

. 10,221 9 * 



Balance in taionr of the old Byatem of puniriunent . . ^£9,416 18 4 

Then only think of tiie array of judaes, Crown prosecutors. 
Crown lawyers, &c., and Uteir cost to the country for the cor- 
rection of criine ; besides police magistrates, constables, &c. 

The Melboome Gaol is a noble building ; but where is the 
pnblic school, which onght to be founded on at least as liberal a 
scale ] It is indeed a wander that so grand a prison was needed, 
and in so pleasant a region, too ; so many years now that the 
"Proclamation a^nst vice and immorality" has been read! 
Extensive education ; room for health, moral and physical ; and 
open spaces for country enjoyment, wUl do more foe societythan 
proclamations or riot acts, though written with bayonets, worded 
with gnnpowder, or sealed with the new drop. 
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In Melbonme, a town of seven years' growth, the growth of 
hotels, ^irit-shopg, and ale-houses, boa been as rapid ; of theaa 
I have counted £ftj. No wonder then that for dutj alone on 
spiiits there has been paid- 
in Port Phmip, to 1842 . . . . £97,£86 3 6 
Dntj iko ptld on tobuco ... 27,841 2 4 

A dreadful extinction this, of a yoimg commonity^ meaiiB, in 
fire-water, and in imoie.' 

There can be no doubt but that the sqnatting system, b; its 
uncertain tenure, greatly encourages dronkennessand disBipation ; 
masters theniBelves are nnHettled, and so are the men. Were the 
squatting stations converted into real property, the owners would 
hire most likely family men ; there would be more of a feeling 
of fixedneit in Australian society ; and much of that money, 
which is now every siz or twelve months lavished away in town 
debauchery, would be expended in a manner much more condu- 
cive to colonial proqierity. Still, even now, the squatters mi^ht 
do mote for their own good, and the countiy's, by encouraging 
familv men. It is for them to think of this, and to reflect 
whether the laud can have greater enemies than " those of its 
own house." I mnst here say a few worda on the condition of 
working men in the town and the conntry. 

In England, the money obtained as wages is distanced by 
the workmg man's desires : he emulates those above him : whilst 
in Australia, appearaneet are nothing ; and little money need be 
expended to keep them up. Comforts, which are not com- 
monly in sight, Boon cease to seem such ; and the Anstralian 
labourer, especially in the bush, relinqnisbes his old English 
Cttstomary enjoyments without much repining ; he does as others 
do, and thus finds like company help him to an austere content. 
Those who have exchanged the close, dirty, unwholesome alleys 
of the large manufacturmg towns for an Australian cabin, will 
find in it purer air, and better food, although in a worse dwell- 
ing ; stUl the clisuge for them is for the better. But, alas ! for 
the British peasant, who has left his cottage, in some country 
nllage, lane, or field ; who has exchan^d his biick or st«ne 
w^ls for split slabs, betwixt each of which he can see the daV' 
light ; who has left society for solitude ; old friends and neigh- 
honrs for the nntmstiug and nntmsted new ; who misses uie 
common greenness of his native land ; who sees the Sabbath 
light, but hears no rich old harmony of Sabbath-bells. 

Then the English peasant reads the newspaper of a more 
intelligent people, and the more frequently exchanged book. 
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Hia news ia about a land, too, and a people which are known to 
him, and in which he feels a lively interest. An English news- 
paper or book in AuBtralLan huts are read over and over again 
until they know them ofF by heart. 

I have met with men in the Baah, aolitary at a cattle station, 
and they and the hnt, and their one or two well-tliumbecl books, 
have all had the same smoke-dried appearance, a kind of brown- 
gl^e, aa thoogh they had been there, a kind of country heir- 
looois, from old patriarchal times, and would last bo, smoke- 
smbalmed, for ever. 

I knew a mechanic in Melbonme, who once resided neat 
Nottingham ; and was a subscriber to the Artiians' Library. 
He was married two years before he left England : during which 
time he had lived veiy comfortably ; had dived deeply into the 
marrow of books, old and new; had saved 14/.; and now what 
is the exchange t He ia getting a bare livelihood ; seldom sees 
a person who knows anything of his old pursuits or enjoyments; 
a little talk of books, and a book, are become, indeed, to him 
most precious. Moreover he, in coming to the colony, is afraid 
he took a step which he shall never be able to retrace. 

After bU, men in Melbourne are not so listless and lost as out 
in the country. I have observed to shepherds and hut-keepers 
what a pleasant kind ot life they seemed to have of it ; the 
tmswerwaaaQegativeshakeofthehead. One man, a Scotchman, 
a^d, if he took a book out along with him, the hot sun, the hot 
winds or rain were sure to spoil nia reading, if not hia book, and, 
what was worse, he lost his sheep through book-attentiveness. 
The snn gets up too soon for them, and is too long for them 
wearily traversing the same everlastingly bare heavens. Day - 
light, tea, damper, and mntton ; noon, tea, damper, and mutton ; 
and tea, damper, and mutton at night ; and so winds up the 
shepherd's day and his year ; and he goes iaio Melbourne to 
exchange his 20/. order on Uie Bank, for a week or two's old 
drunkenness ; a few days half-dead-lingering in the town, at 
the comer of streets, in the Marte1>place, and at the Bt^stry- 
ofGce for servants. Then away again he tramps with bed and 
bedding on hie back up some twenty miles into the country, or 
in a bmloeks'-diay hundreds, to the Hnme, the Ovens, or the 
Murray, to pass another year's mutton-and-damper solitary wea- 
rineaa ; and, if he does not get killed aud embowetled by the 
natives, to go down through man^ dull years into an nnla- 
ment«d, lonely Bush grave. Such is the Aicadian life of the 
Australian shepherd ! 

But I have known it otherwise ; have seen how by the pre- 
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nding genins of domeBtic life, a poor mnd-floored-ilab-hnt ma; be 
eonTerted, what myriads are not, into a xesHj comfortabls home. 
Eiilightened are the iqiiAtteTB, and well it is for the land where 
nch are patronised. 



BUSHRANGERS. 
These are ontiaws nm-awaj convicts. The) mora gsntle- 
manlv of them in Van Piemen's Land are thero what Rohia 
Hood and Rob Boy were in Britain. They do not find, like 
Robin Hood, many rich bishops or abbots to despoil of theii 
wealth, but food enongh on drays, going from the towns to ont- 
■tations, and in the settlers' houses, when by necessity they an 
compelled to enter them. Of these famoae robbers, none are so 
mncn talked of for their generosity, their invariable respe<:1, and 
tenderness for women and diildren, a« Mike Howe, and more 
especially Brady. Their life is one of reckless daring, of hoorly 
peril, for they are always liable to be shot or hung ; yet ont of 
alt this they seem to ^w a feaifol satis&ction, a stonny ple»- 
snre. Year after year they pass in coTert warfere with their 
kind; sometimes flnshed with saccess, in triumph, and half- 
satisfied with the dangerous freedom of their mode of existence ; 
then depressed by the narrowest escapes, and with the certainly 
of evestnal capture, that, eihansted with snch miserable tension 
of mind,they are ready to deliver themselves np. Many have done 
SO, wearied ont with the war of the many ana one, al^oogh thej 
knew it was for certain death, 

^ Howe had been for many years a most snccessfal bushmnger ; 
yet throngh what circumstances he could first have been a con- 
vict and then a run-away, was singular ; for, although a robber, 
his good qualities as a man won him very general respect, At 
length a magistrate, finding his capture impossible, made a pro- 
clamatim that on surrenderii^ himself to the msgistraejr he 
should have a &ee pardon. Glad was Mike, and gave -Inmadf . 

S: but what was nis astonisiiment when he waf tflld that the 
ei of pardon was not legal,— was withont Oovemment sanction, 
and that he would have to take his tria). Yes, and was tried 
trad sentenced to death ; but on Mike's plea of the hee pardon 
serioosly and solemnly set forth, the judge decided to defer the 
execution of Mike's sentence, until bla return from Sydney, 
whither he was bound. 

Now it happened that the judge's servant was an old friend of 
the convicted bushranger, and Wke Bemehow conveyed to him 
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th« TSqaest tliAt in Sydae^, or on the way bock to Van DiaDon't 
Liuid, he would Issm from the judge the fioal deciakm, and 
inatantly make Ma appearance before the prison, and wear in hi> 
hat a black or white nbbon as the signal of deaui oi deliyeraoce. 
Mike, like Milton's hero, 

" Would t* at the wont : wont ma hia port, 
Hii harbvor, and liii ultiinaCe nfo»e." 

Often as the boshraDger bad wei^ted the benefits and blesiing« 
of life and death : often as he had decided in &vour of, and 
prayed for the latter ; and tormented as he had been by oncer- 
tainty, and sick of Baspense ; and even whan on the day of ^e 
jndge'a retam he congratulated himaelf on the indifference he 
lelt as to (he result, still he at the same time eagerly found hii 
fray to the top of the prison, whence he might more readily read 
hia&te. 

It was beheld soon enongb— the black signal. All at once 
the wild energy and indomitable spirit of his old life animated 
him ; and it mnst have been a strong prison indeed that would 
have held him. Whilst there had be^ a chance of pardon and 
of life, he was irresolute — but now energy vas the whole man. 

They looked for Mike Howe in the morning to lead him forth 
to execution ; hut the old esigle was winnowing the air with free 
pinions in the weeds again. 

Our otlier bushranger was a man remarkable for the manliness 
of his character, who gathered followers unto him, ootcasla like 
himself, who abnost worshipped, yet feared him. He -ftas, as 
tjieir leader, decisiTe, fearless, and reaolnte ; he would be 
obeyed. As their comrade &ithfiil : as their friend, all gentle- 
ness. For Brady, hunted like a beast, two or three hundred 
Konds were offered, and he was at length betrayed — though not 
bis own followHs. 
' He had entered the hut of some person in whom he thonght 
he could trust, — was deceived, and secured. Alone in the room 
Vith his betrayer, Brady thought of an expedient : they had no 
water in the hut, and so he complained of being excessiTely 
thirsty — begged as a last favour that his keeper would fetch him 
Borne. He complied. To the spring it was several hundred 

Sirds. Therft was bo time to be lost — it was life or death — so 
rady thmst his arms, which were tied together with cords, 
into the fire. It was a horrible resource, but the only one ; it 
sncceeded : the cords were, with no small portion of his flesh. 
Consumed : he sprang through the door, and escaped. 

Brady's eapturer was at first suspected by the authorities to 
have connived at his escape, but was soon freed from that impu- 
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eolonies ; bat he satisfied himself with the secrecy of some ont- 
of-tbe-way place. Anything but treachery in on old friend, and 



be did not Ml, as vyoa aa he coald nm Mb hands, to find out hia 
enemv, and shoot him. 

Mike Howe and Biadj, oa sooner or later il is Uie hte of all 
bashrangere, were at last taken and executed. 



A BUSH ROBINSON CRUSOE. 
Others tliere are that flee from the rigoDis of penal slaveiy, 
not to contend with their fellow-men for a maintenance, better 
pleased to satisfy the demands of nature by the labour of theii 
own hands, — and of this class was Philip Markham. For the 
apace of six ^ears he had concealed himself at the back of Rna- 
sell'a Falls, in Van Diemen's Land, during which space he hAd 
seen but one human being, the shepherd of his nearest yet 
distant neighbour, but was himself anseen. He had in his soli- 
tude clothed himself with the skins of animals ; had kept goats 
and poultry of the Dorking breed ; bad raised vegetables, had 

Ewn com, and had by some means fpMund it, and made bread. 
had, like his famous prototype, his Ettle inclosures, and his 
snug castle. He was king in bis little world — had many com' 
forts about him : his retirement was sweetened to bim by tJie 
remembrance of the bitterest slavety — yet he was not at rest 
The sense of solitude weighed heavily upon him. He saw before 
him, illness without help, and death without burial, and gave 
himself up. He had three years' additional slavery awudednim 
for absence without leave. Again in bonds and bitter servitude, 
Markham indulged is day-dreams of his old sweet freedom, of 
bis castle, his inclosures, his goats, and his other wealth — and 
siting for his lonely happiness, tried to escape, but in vain. 
What a pity that some poor unfortunate runaway like himself 
did not find out Markbam before he delivered himself np, to 
have served bim ^thfally as a Man Friday. 



ME83RS. GELLIBRAND AND HES3E. 
Twice in this volume these gentlemen have been mentioned. 
Tlie murder, supposed, of the former r and his discoveiy, by & 
skoU, noticed by Mr. Hawdon. Now, in 1844, he is murdered 



=,Coo^lc 



297 

over Bg^n. Where bo man; hare left tlie kaown portion of the 
diatrict for the untnown, nevsr t« retom, it is hard to decide ; 
still the annexed, from a Poit Phillip paper, raav be correct : — 
"It appears that the murderers oi Mr. Oellibrond were two 
men belonging to a very Bmall tribe, then residing neu the spot 
where the murder was committed. The tribe never exceeded 
seven men in number, and is now reduced to five ; but the two 
principals in the bloody deed ore yet olive, and could easily be 
captured. As a Bill is about being passed to admit the answom 
testimony of the aborigines in ceitam cases, and the tribe make 
no secret of the murder, there wonld be little or no difficnltv in 
securing a conviction ; this point should not be lost sight of. Mr. 
Oellibrand's life, it is believed, was insured for 11,01X1/, which 
snm, after an interval of three years from the period of his 
reported death, the Insurance Company paid to his widow, now 
8 resident in Hobart Town. Mr. Henry Allan, the discoverer of 
the skeleton, is the son of a deputy-commissary-general, for many 
years at the head of the Commissariat at Sydney, and has one or 
two brothers resident in this province. Mr. Allan has been 
residing on bis present station about four years, and heard from 
the natives the report of a white man having been mnrdered 
when he first went to reside there, but placed little or uo &ith in 
its truth, till about five weeks ago, when he went to the place 
pointed ont by the natives, and found the skeleton. The waj 
the blacks fixed the date of the murder, was bj pointing to a 



be remembered that no horse was seen by the natives, which can 
be acconnl«d for by the statement of Mr. Gtellibrand that be had. 
come throngh twenty mites of country, consisting of ranges and 
dense scrub. We l^ve since beard from two gentlemen who 
have passed through this country, and been within a mile of the 
vary spot where the skeleton was found, that it is cnstomary for 
boshmen, on arriving at this scrub, to hobble their horses and 
proceed on foot the rest of the journey, as all attempts to pene- 
trate it on horseback have hitherto proved unavailing." 



COMMISSIONERS OP CROWN LANDS. 

Of these gentlemen in Port Phillip, who have a great deal of 

discretionary power and ^ood salaries, there are four. They are 

magistrates, and in their jarisdidion, under whichever tree thej 

choose to tie ap their horses, is a conrt constituted. It is their 
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Toeation to let out locations to sqnsttera, at lOl. per Bnnum ; to 
Mtti* diqfiatM unongHt the settlers, or to digpate with tbem, and, 
in fine, to fine tbem for being contouacions. If a sqnatter com- 
pUutW that a neighboni has sliced one hondred acres from his 
mn, becaDM the neighbour wanted to cultivate it, and the com- 
BUMdoaer thinks the squatter's ran was large enough before, tiie 
l<Rxl of Nstnre's heritage, to quiet the grambler, fiiiee iiim 61. 
If a poor fellow puts ap a temporary dwellins in the wild and ia 
oaugut treapassing thuB on Crown Jand, he is BQmmoned before 
the monarcD of the Qom-tiee-caurt, fined, not in the twenty, 
bat in the miti^ted penalty of tern or fire, and if, nnccoi- 
Bcioua that he is m a coort, he ftwean a bit to ease his heart, he 
it fined 61. more for swearing. If a squatter forgets his license 
day, he ia fined 10/., or in the leaser penalty of 61. ; and the 
■qnatters are a notoriouslj forgetful race, not knowing tiie Crown 
tent-day, or any other day in the year, especially if ukere be any 
money to be paid on it. Thus the commiaaionera are a good 
deal mnrmnred at, sometimes, it may be, jnsUy ; for discretaonary 
power ia not always mercifully used. 
Cowper snog : — 

" O fcr a lodge in lome TaetwildemeM, 
Some boandlesa contlaiutf of shBde, 
Where ramonr of oppnnton lad deceit 
Might nevflT reftch me more.*' 

Now, btgging dead Cowper'a pardon, the very highway into 
the mmoar of oppression and deceit, is the " mldemess and 
" continuity of slwdeB." An old niilitaxy gentleman once said 
that he had been a great deal about the world ; to the Cape of 
Oood Hope, to the Indies, East and West, and in Sydney ; and 
it vexed him to see, under coontenance of the British Sag — the 
flag which of all others he most respected — that there, petty men, 
"dressed np in a little brief authority," were notonaush' dea- 

gitic. " Sir," continnedhe, "the good warm blood round Johjt 
oil's heart conldn't find i(a way to warm the extremities ; 
and I was always glad to get back fiom the ontposts to head- 
qnaiters.' 

" Eagluid, with lU thj &iilt>, 1 love thee atilL" 
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PUBLIC STREETS IN THE EARLIBA DAYS OF 
MELBOURNE. 

These are bad enongh now ; bat on onr first anital it was wud 
that one or two children had diBappeared in them. InCollinB'- 
street, lined on both Hides with splendid plate>elaaB'Windowed 
shops, near goodly chapels, and at the very thredioid of banks, 
drajB have lieen bogged, and onlj got ont bj diggioK with nn- 
heard-of labour. In rain; weather, Bonrke-atreet and Elizabeth- 
street are, by the torrent roaring tnroogh them, rendered nearly 
impassable even yet. Once in the papers was an advertisement 
for a thoQBand pair of stilts, to wsJk the streets of Melbonnis 
Vith. When the rains have cat for them good opes laTices in 
the streets for sewers, instead of avuling themselves of elemental 
assistance, they fill tiiem ap again. Many a time wearily did I 
toil along the miiy streets, and to avenge myself, sung of them 

A bMUtifiil town li Melboame, 

All bf thg Yun'i dds ; 
IttttKeaat wide, iuatreeti ire deep — 

They mn botk deep H>d vide : 
Ek^hi^ from one qaegraire, 

TWe '< room enoa^ fbr moi« : 
Sndi a beautiful bnro *a Melbonma 

Wu never eeen befbra. 
I 'tc Men m Itont old csiter 

Look round him in dcipair, 
And cune Itia lUn, and uk himselt 

How OTBT he got there ! 
Whilat in that place, utd in like cue, 

Who faater grew, and &»ter, 

To Uugh Bt hi> diuitei I 

PROOBEB9 OP WSCOVEBT. 

iProoitAe Sontkcm A'uitralian, Jvly 20.} 

The following very interesting commoiiication on the recent 

discovery of a Isjge tract of available land in Western AustraUa, 

has been kindly furnished to ns by Obtain Parker of the barque 

Charles, and will be read with great interest :— 

Albany, Sing Oeorg^i Souad, 22iid Jmte, 1841. 

Sib, — As you have expressed a wish to be acquainted with 

some particiOaTB relative to the two expeditions to the westward 
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of King Oeorge'B Soond, of which I had the chai^, I httve mnch 
pleaaare in complying with joax reqaeat. 

Several partiee belonging to Albany, who for Bome jeajB past 
ba,re followed the occupation of sealing along the coast, having 
reported that there was a deep navigable rirer to the westward tn 
thu port, with fine timber on its banks, and no other penon 
having had the curiosity to ascertain the &ct since the ftranda- 
tion of the colony, I waa induced, in the montii of March laat, to 
volunteer my BerviceB to the Govemment Resident of Albany, J. 
R. Phillips, Eaq., and waa promptly fumiehed by that gentleman 
with a ^rtnight's rations for four men, which were afterwards 
repaid to him by the Local Oovemment. I engaged a wbale- 
Ixat, and arriving at this new river, which is about eighty tniles 
from Bald Head westerly, we found ten feet of water over the 
bar, and a noble estuaiy, called by the natives" Nortolup," and 
into which three rivers discharge themselves ) one of tbem, 
which is fresh about four miles from the estuary, and has three 
moaths to it, comes from the west by south : another flowing 
from the east is likewise &eah a few miles nji ; and the third and 
largest river, commonly called the " Deep River," first flows into 
the large estuary or inlet from the eastward, then from north- 



" Deep Biver" twenty-fonr miles, and were only checked in onr 
progress by dead timW, flung across the streams by the silent 
operations of time, but which could easily be removed. These 
rivers teem with fish, and their banks were crowned with trees 
of the most majestic growth, chiefly of the genus Eucafyplui, 
the mahogany, blue, and white gum. Their girth and length is 
enormous, some rearing their trunks to the height of ISO and 1 30 
feet, without a branch except at the top, and generally eight, ten, 
and twelve feet in diameter in the forest parts ; others were 
admirably adapted for masts and yards of ships— strsi^t as a 
gao-baiTeli Many fine runs for cattle, well watered by fresh- 
water brooks, were discovered at the bock of these finely tim- 
bered hills. From this part of the coast I proceeded twelve 
miles &rther westward by sea, to Cape Chatbun, and travelling 
inland for eight, saw another large estuary, called in the map 
" Broke's Inlet," abounding in cattle runs, of luxuriant pastn- 
rsge. There is an island off Cape Chatham, called "Cape 
Chatham Island," which is the resort of great numbers of Uke 
sooty petrel, commonly called mutton-birds, and in omitholog 
proe^tareafr'-'~ "^ — *■ — "■" '- — "■- 
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easily killed with stieks, and form no mean repast witb salt meat. 
it is a cnrioua fact, that these birds migiate to anothei part of 
the world in the month of May, and re-appeai again in vast 
numbers in the month of October. The suppliee of fresh meat 
which we obtained in this way, spnn ont our scanty proyisionB 
for nearly a month, when, finding it impossible to prosecute 
farther research, we returned to King George's Sonnd. This 
espeditioa only ronsed further cnriosity, and sUmnlated me to 
fresh exertions ; and in April last T procured a five-ton boat, 
with a dingy inside, and having obtained a supply of provisions 
for two or uiree months, from a public spirited individual here, 
who cheeifoUy lent his assistance after all other means had 
^led, I again left the settlement with four able men and a com- 
petent boat-steerer, as the winter months were approaching, and 
coaatinainan open boat is somewhat dangeroaa. After weathering 
Bald Head, we first put into Torbny, twenty-five miles in a 
westerly course, where a vessel of 160 tons, partly built by the 
individoal above alluded to (Mr. Sherratt), is now on the stocks. 
There is a great deal of good cattle-feed around Torbay ; plenti- 
fully watered, and a safe passage for ships into the large bav, 
keeping close to the west. Cape Howe on the eastern side of it. 
The harbour, protected by two small islands, is abont five miles 
from the Cape. During a south-west or south-east gale of wind, 
the middle of the bay, being exposed t« the force of the winds and 
swell of the ocean, is hatardons even for boats. From Torbay 
we proceeded to another bay, on the east side of Point Hillier, 
called " William's Bay," having an estuary near it, denominated 
" Parry's Inlet." This bay is by no means safe either for ships 
or boats, but being caught m a gale of wind we were obliged to 
make the beat of it, and moored the boatineide of a reef of rocks, 
(which broke the heavy swell,) as safely as could be under all 
the circumstances : but I would by no means recommend it. 
During the prevalence of the gale, we explored the country 
around the inlet, and fouud that two rivers flowed into it, but 
the communication with the sea was choked up by a sandy W, 
which was almost dry ; the country adjacent to these rivers is 
chiefly of a flat description, having no less than ux fresh water 
lakes within an area oi fifteen miles, and abundant cattle-feed. 
Some very fine sheep-runs in the vicinity of undulating hills 
were also discovered. In one voyage from this place to the 
" Deep Biver," we saw the mouth of another large inlet, which 
we determined to investi^te when opportunity permitted. We 
arrived at the " Deep Biver ' at ni^t, and swept over the bar 
with ease, and I now found that the average depth of water wai 
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two follioms. There is an island about a mile from tl)e bar, 
which we named "Saddle Island,'' from its resemblaiice to a 
■addle, with the flaps estended, under which there ia safe anchor- 
age for ships dniiiu all the year, as it is protected from all the 
winds, except parUallr from the east, which only blows in the 
■nmmer-tinke, and Beldom, if ever, with violence. It is protected 
from the north, north-west, west, soath-west bj south and south- 
east, with fonr, five, six, and seven fathoms of water on hard sand ; 
on this island there is a copions spring of pure freeh water. In- 
ude the heads of the liver, bnt outside the bar, there are two 
other ship-harbours, completely protected from the winter 
winds, bnt open in summer to the sonth-east, and therefore 
at that season not very safe. After passing the bar, the water 
deepens to three and four fothoms, where small ships may lie at 
anchor secare as if in a mill pond. Being determined to explore 
the conntiy t« the source of the largest river, called by the 
Datives (man^ of whom we saw) " Qua Koonllup," wa eaUed up 
for tw«ity mileB &om the bar ; and disembarking, I took two of 
the men with me, and struck the countiy in a north directi<m, 
wiUi a week's provisions. After leaving the boat, we found the 
river again bn^ and deep, at a distance of ten miles, passing 
oyer a country abounding in splendid timber and rich veitch and 
sraSB on the sur&ce of the ground, the soil being generally a rich 
loam to the t«ps of the hills. On the second day's jonmey wb 
perceived a very high donble-peahed mountain t«wenng its head 
ut Bolenui grandeur amongst the adjacent scenery ; and after a 
very long walk through much good land, we at last reached its 
base, around which, to our satisfaction, we found the river wind- 
ing its course, but rushing over rocks in its bed in a brawling 
stream— ^ur distance hrom its mouth calculated to be about fifty 
mile«. We were two hours in ascending this mountain, whicD 
is composed <rf rich soil — magnificent tmiber, and green wattle 
trees at the very top twenty-five feet in height, until the 
traveller arrives at ^e foot of the bare granite summit, which ia 
almoet perpendicular, and reqnires severe toil to master the 
asoent. The view from the top of the peak is very grand ; we 
saw the Parrongwip and Tulbenyp hills far in the interior, the 
high lands, about R^^enup, the " Mount Lindaey" of Dr. Wilson, 
and sevei^ large ^eets of water along the coast, among which 
was the one we had observed between William's Bay and the 
Deep River. We thought that we had a fair right to give thia 
mountain a name, and accordingly called it " Mount Sherratt," 
in compliment to the gentleman who fitted ont the expeditioD : 
it ia nearly foni thoaswd feet above the level of the sea, and I 
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think that ths river haa its source at or near its base, as from 
the top of the hiU all trace of it waa lost unangst what 
appeared, at njch a distance, to be a. vast level jilain, the trees 
seeming to be scarcely ahrubs. Not deeming it uecessary to 
trace the livei farther np, as we had ascertained that it was 
navigable for fortr miles from its mouth, we directed onr itepa 
towards the laiga aheet of water which we had observed from the 
MB, between William's Bay and tLe Deep Biver, and encamped 
for the night on the base of theinoDntain,with the river numing 
1^ onr sleeping conches. We started at dawn of day in a S.E. 
direction, and abont sundown, after a tiresome walk through an 
indi^rent conntiy, we reached the bank of a l^rge fresh-water 
river, which tracing down soon bronght ns to a large sheet of 
water, called in the map of the coast, " Irwin's Inlet," bnt 
which has never been tborongbly explored. We found exten- 
sive runs of cattle-pastnre in the lowlmds, as osnal, well watered, 
and fine ranges of^sheep herbage an the adjacent bills, of snffi- 
cient extent to depastnre large flocks. The inlet has a shallow 
commnuicatian with the sea of abont two feet of water over a 
sand bar, bnt inside is capable of floating large ships. On this 
wide expanse of vrater, we saw great nnmbeiB of swans, docks, 
and other waterfowl, especially in the neighbourhood of two 
ialands adjaining the mouth. Abont three miles in a S.W. 
direction along toe beach, we fonnd a harbour nerver before dis- 
covered, completely land-locked from all dangerous winds, with 
a fine entrance into it for small ships, which, to all appettrance, 
was perfectly safe and free from broken water or- breakers. The 
accompanying sketch will convey a better idea of it than mere 
words. It is situated about three miles £. by N. of Point Baoite. 
in the bight of a bay, and a Htream of fresh water ten feet broad 
flows into it ; the tidjacent country is very fine, and extended 
to our head-quarters, the Deep River, distant nearly twenty 
miles. We afterwards puxsned our voyace to Cape Entrecas- 
teauz, distant fif^ miles further, and anchored onaer the lee of 
so iilet about tnree miles from the main, commonly called 
" Sandy Island." There is good anchorage here for coasting 
vessels, altboo^h not for large ships, as a great many breakers 
surround the island. We were detained some time on this 
barren spot by a heavy gale of wind, and on its abatement I 
landed on the main at Point Entreoasteaux, with two mw, and 
explored the coantir between that part of the coast and our 
former station : the boat, with the three mnuning men, was to 
meet ns at Deep Kiver. On the first day we saw extensive 
sheep-mn^ and two fresh water rivers, flowing into the interior. 
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not towards the sea. On the eecond da; we atrack a beantifol 
fresh-water riTcr, with a very strong current, and Insariant feed 
on its banka, and tracing it to the ocean, paaaed its month in 
three feet of water, quite fresh at the bar, by the impetnoog 
force of the current which mingled its htie with the deep sea 
wave. I am of opinion, that when the passage is proper); 
known, boats of considerable bnrthen ma; pass &e bar of this 
fine river, and penetrate into the interior for a considetaUe dis- 
tance. Exploring the connt^ farther on onr ronte, we ascer> 
tained the fact, that Brake's Inlet (so called on the map, after a 
person whom nobody in this colony knows, but so dubbed 1^ 
some hncifal Govemment officer, who only heard of it by report) 
ia an inland water, abont twen^-five mUes in length, by ten 
broad, in several places, and receives a large river from the in- 
terior, which circumstances prevented me from eiamining oi 
even seeing, except through a prospect glass. 1 can only state, 
that it employed ns a whole day and a half to walk along the 
Bonth'West shore of this large lake, which has an opening to the 
sea daring the rainy season, and that its banks and surrounding 
hiUs more than re^uiaed onr expectations as a cattle and «heep 
country, which we never had been led previously to expect, from 
the snpinenesB of discovery hitherto exhibited in this ^rt of the 
colony. Travelling between Broke's Inlet and the Deep River, 
in a straight course, with some deviations into which I was 
tempted by the beauty of the scenery, I cannot give my opinion 
]■_ ^^ actual extent of sheep pasture, but as there was 
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several horns' walk by com grass, and the same character of 
conntry extending ilBelf right and left, and far into the interior, 
as I could judge from the top of a hill, it must form a apace of 
no inconsiderable magnitude, well worth; the attention of la^e 
flock-holders. I speak of sheep merely : as for cattle, they may 
Inxiuiate ererywhere Ihrooghout aU these extenaive runs. To 
the above remarks, I beg leave to add the following observa- 

lat. That stock may either be imported by sea into thia newly 
discovered district of country by means of the two harbours, or 
driven from the port of King George's Sound by land. 

2nd. The timber referred to in Uiia narrative is most valuable 
for ship-bnilding, and other purposes. Some years ago the 
Board of AdminSty gave an order to Sir James Starling, the late 
Governor of the colony, for two hundred tons of Swan River 
mahogany (very inferior), which order has never been complied 

3rd. Whales atonnd in the various bays. The fnr aeal fre- 
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a Bests the islands, and the riven and estnariea an foil of fish, 
ma openuig a noble field for futnie enterprise. 
4tb. There is abandonee of ror/tnrefreBh water inaQ directions. 
5th. I am finuly of opinion that this fine conntiy connecta 
itself with (he macD praised district of Leschenault or Anstral- 
ind, and it posBeraes better harbours. 

6th. A poisoDona plant has been lately discovered in ihn 
Swan River districts, which is destructive to cattle and sheep, as 
tried by various experiments. Knowing this plant well, I care- 
fiilly inspected the new country, and never found a blade of it 
to tie westward of King George's Sound ; nor is it to be aeen at 
Leschenault, which I have visited twice in Her Majesty's Colonial 
achooner Chas^ion. 

. 1 have t^e honoar to be, &c. 

Jb Cop*. Parker, iarqut " CAarla." Wm. N. Clakk. 

1, at first, doubted whether I conldwith strict propriety quote 
the foregoing in a book that was not on Australia generally ; 
but the enterprising spirit of the person whose exertions, unre-' 
warded save by the eiertiona tiiemaelves, recorded in it ; and the 
mention of some immense trees which he met with, even larger 
tiian those mentioned by me growing on Watt's River ; mia 
corroboratory evidence, and other, and deep interest in the 
paper itself, overcame my scroples. By snch notices as these, 
it u) made most evident what a great deal may be effected in 
the way of discovery by individual energy and enterprise. 
Major Mitchell, who accomplished ao mQch lor Australia by his 
inland expeditions, was knighted, and otherwise rewarded, very 
judiciously, by his country. Count Streleaki, who discovered 
and explored the splendid range of country to the east of the 
Port Phillip Bay, oeyond Western Port, a laud of fine rivers, 
lakes, and glorious champiugne country, who only just escaped 
with hja life,— I wonder if he was rewarded by the English 

remment 1 for Sir George Qippa did not reward him, although 
called the new region Oippsfand ! It would have been more 
fittingly denominated by the Polish discoverer, in accordance 
with Sir George's munificence, " Chipsland." The Colonial 
Legislative Council proposed to explore the northern country, 
and make a communication overland to Fort EsNn^ton, Sir 
Thomas Mitchell ofFering bis services to that end, but Sir Qeorge 
postponed the enterprise. Alas, that he who, hj exciting a spe- 
culative spirit, has evinced so immense a capacity for mischief, 
should be powerless for any good t How different frotn Sir 
Richard Bgurke, the previous Governor I nndor whose auspices 
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aott of Miteh«ll'a diwwTeries were made ! How groveUiiig coiH' 
paied with ODi greftt national interest in the enlaixcmmt of 
gaogT^ihicBl knowledge. Oar connirr u, I &m proad to ny it, 
not niggardlj is it« expenditiiTe, even where the resalts are len 
important than the exploiation and revelation of ^ that Tet 
■hronds itself mjgterioaBly in the immensity of Central Atistralia! 
TfMD wherefcm roch torpidity in the colony t Not only ought 
the Ooremment to proBecnte discoveriee, bat wherever there is 
a reallv semceable exertion of indiTidnal energy, it ought to be 
lewarded, and will, no doubt, when our British heart and intel- 
lect aie lepreseBted in New South Wales by a new and enlight- 
ened QoTemor. What a field will then open itself for Natiual 
Science ! The Mineralogist, the Geologist, and the Botanist, wilt 
be active ; and in the department of Zoology mnch, 2 am con- 
vinced, has yet to be done. New, aninrU there arc, and new 
birds. As an evidence of this, I may mention that in Qippeland 
haa been found a kind of sloth, called by the woddng peopU 
"tiieaippaland Monkey." Alao,the natives tolkaboat a kind of 
animal uiat bonows nndergroond like a mole, leaving its haonts 
only in the ni^ht. At Mr. Thomas's request a native made * 
drawing of it with a ^n, and were the creature anything like 
tlie reprefeiUatioH of it, once brought to the Zoological Gvdens 
it would ffluita the int^vst of all Europe. Birds were shown 
to me, which I was atsnied had not been seen by any n^mvlisl 
from Europe ; and this I can believe, for, nntil within & month 
of my quitting Aoat""^'* f*"—** i^iwi- ^ntiH^iH *um« 4- >»& 
attractad my notice. 



EXTENT OF AUSTRALIA FELIX. 

Westward the Qlenelg is the boundary : bnt the river does 
not BO exactly define it as is necesaaiy, coQaequeiltly there are 
disputes about some of the squatting stations, whether South 
Asstralian or Austral-Felician. Northward, the desert is tfM 
demaikation ; eastward, the snowy-mounl^ns. Ijooking at the 
map, the country seems to be from two to three hundred miles 
in length, and is occupied northward, in some directions, for two 
hundred miles. It is not, to say the least of it, less than Eng- 
land. The jffinripal rivers are the Murray, in the north-west j 
tlie Ooulbam to the north, the Hume and the Ovens ; and the 
Yarra, eastward ; to the south-west the Barwon. It has many 
smaUer rivers, snch as the Ex, the Weirebee, the Morable, the 
Plen^ ; Watt's River ; lakes, chuns of ponds, salt lakes ; and of 
creeks Sowing only in the winter, an in<»lcalable number. 
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Port Faiiy is Bmall uid dongeioua. Many vetaela are com- 
pelled to Blip their cables, and stand out to lea in rough weather. 
Captains trading thither are recommended to take with them 
good Btore ot anchors. Many vessels have there been wrecked. 

Portland Bay is more capacioos. It " is exposed to a heavy 
■well during four months of the yeu, which renders landing in 
it dangerous ; but during the remaining eight months the winds 
blow off the landj when it is perfectly safe." 

The soil in these districts is, to a great extent, of the richest 
i^oality. Bel^t, in Port Faiiy, and Portland in the other, are 
nsins townshipB, 

Of Port Phillip Bay we have Baid enough elsewhere ; and 
will give, from the Port Phillip Patriot, communicated by a 
contributor, an account of the other porta. 



Is dtnated in long:itade 14a* SO*, latitods 36° 15', and ii bnt a 
fow hours' sail from the heads of Port Phillip. Although the 
■oil and i«8taragB in the neighbouriiood is such as to hold oat 
■bondant indncement to the intending aetUer, it has excited bnt 
little attention, and has attracted but few retidenta. Yet 
We8t«m Port may be said to posaesa in itself many of the eon- 
stitnent el«nenta of greatness ; the land ii of the finest quality 
for poiposes of graziilg, the hay abonnding with fish of the 
choicest description ; in the vicmity, coal of an excellent qm- 
lity, foller's earth, and various other minerals, are abundant. 
The bet, however, of its capabilitiea beinE bat little known, and 
its resources remaining ^et to be opened np, is before ns : and 
the cause or causes of this iLc^lect may pernaps hereafter form 
an interesting subject of inquiry. 

" In 1827 a penal settlement was formed at Western Port by 
Mr. Hovell, nnder the anspicea of the Government, bat proving 
a ^are after a few months' trial, it was abandoned. JQln^g 
to this, Mr. Hovell writes as follows : — 

" ' Western Port affords safe anchorage for vessels of any 
dnogjit of water. The settlement lately formed by the Oovem- 
ment, but since abandoned, was situate on the eastern aide of 
the bay. This was sapplied scantily, but with good water. 
The conntiT from this spot to Bass's River, consiats principally 
of a rich allavial soil, inteispersed here and there with patches 
of heath. The amoant of giwd land in this part of the conntry 
seems to be about aevea or eight thousand acres.' 
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" The followiDg is estract«d from Cmmisgham's ' Two Yeara 
in New Sooth Wales ' ; — 

" ' From Wilson's Promontory to WeBtem Port the coaat 
stretches along in a westerly direction round Cape Liptrap, aboat 
tixty or serenty miles, bonnding on extent of country described 
as the finest ever beheld, and reaching apparently aboat fortT^ 
miles to the foot of a very lofty range of mountains mnning 
parallel with the coast. In parts it resembles the park of & 
country seat in England, the trees standing in pictnreeque gronps 
to ornament the landscape. The timber is mostly the some aa 
in this island, but some of the species in that genial clinute 
attain greater size and beanty. In other parts the eye wanders 
over tracts of meadow land, waving with a heavy crop of grasa, 
which being annually burned down by the natives is re-prodnced 
every season. In these situations large farms mi^t be culti- 
vated without a tree to interrupt the plough. Various fresh- 
water lagoons lie scattered on the surface, and about eight miles 
up the Western River a branch-stream intersects it. A second 
tributary stream falls by a cascade into this latter abont five or 
siE miles np, navigable for small vessels, where there is an 
eligible situation for a town. The mouth of the port is about 
thmy miles wide. An island, called Phillip's Island, occapies 
the centre, stretching about thirteen miles, leaving an entronca 
at each extremity. From the headland of tiie eastern m 



reef runs toward the island, leaving a narrow entrance for ships, 
bat hazardous to one unacquainted with the passage. Ilta 
western entrance is, however, safe and commodious for vessels 
of any burden. The best course is to keep within half a mile 
of the island on the starboard side, which has a sandy beach, 
called Grants Bock, at the western extremity. This is mora 
necessai7, as a reef runs out some distance from the main.' 

" An extract from the Notes made of the recent jonmey <tf 
Uessrs. Morris and Kereopp, will also he found interesting ; — 

" ' Phillip Island, lying east and west across the opcaiing of 
Western Port, js generally low, covered with thick scrub. The 
scrub is composed of several varieties of beautiful shrubs. The 
mangrove is apparently identical with the mangrove of the tro- 
pics ; the leaf resembles the olive, and, if the plant were uat< 
associated with the deadly malaria, might be considered hand- 
some. The anchorage is excellent,' and is well protected from 
the south and west. The largest ship can run from the west- 
ward into Western Port, by keeping along Phillip Island, and 
anchor with safety in from five to twelve fathoms water. The 
entrance is open and easy of approach. The anchorage off the 
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north-ea«t point of Phillip Island will, in future years, prove a 
Yaluable refuge for shipping. There is excelleot water to be 
found by digging in the eand above high-water mark. In fact, 
two weliB have been dag, and are now full of clear wholesome 
wat«r. The shores of Western Port are low allurial flats of 
clay, with hills rising gently hack covered with tree and scrub. 
The charta of Western Port are tut accurate. 

" ' Mr. Kersopp examined the eastern entrance to Western Port. 
He reported that he had examined the eastern passage, which he 
found easy and available for ships of 300 or 400 tons ; that the 
depth of wat«r in the shallowest part of the chancel, at the low- 
est tide, was two and a half bthoms ; that the inner entrance is 
about one quarter of a mile wide ; but that the outer entrauce, 
formed by Cape Woolamai and the opposite point of the m»n- 
land, extends a mile across, This is a lofty and conspicaous 
Cape, conaisting of a mass of granite, along and nnder which 
there is sufficient water for the largest ship ; the anchorage is 
protected hom any wind at south-west. Ine inner part of the 
eastern passage forms a secure harbour, sheltered from the east 
hy ■ long sand spit, which is dry at low water, and breaking the 
force of the wind, keeps the water at all timed smooth.' 

" In speaking of Western Port, I may as well touch upon a 
sabject connected with this province. A writer on Australia 
Felix, commenting on the spirited overland Journey performed 
by those enterprising traveOers, Messrs. Hovell and Hnme, 
asserts, that the credit dae was somewhat diminished by a dis- 
pnte that aresa between them on their return to Sydney, ' as to 
the exact position of the southern coast they had so fortunately, 
and with so much difiicaity, SQCceeded in reaching' — Mr. Hnme 
asserting that it was at Port Phillip he had seen the sea, while 
Mr. Hovell m^ntoined it to be Port Western ; and further, that 
to decide the matter at issue, Mr. Hovell was sent in a Govern- 
ment schooner to Port Western, by His Excellency Oovemor 
Darling. This, in several conversations 1 have had nere on the 
subject with Mr. Hovell, has repeatedly been denied ; nor indeed 
does it seem very probable, when we consider that they had in 
their possession instruments for determining the longitude and 
latitude, which would at once have settled the question, had 
there been any in dispnte. Mr. Hovell did go sabsequently to 
Western Port, bat not to ascertain the correctness or incorrect- 
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Is a small secnrel7 sheltered cove, with a depth in many pUcei 
of from aeven to eight fathoms water, on the eautem side of 
Wilson's Promontory, aboat tour or five miles from its estremity. 
It was named by Captain Wishart, who discovered it, after hia 
vessel, the L'^dy of the Late; that it ia bat little luiawD is 
proved by the circumstance of Sealer's Cove, a much inferior 
Wbour, only about a mile to the north of it, being usually 
selected as a place of anchorage by vessela taking refuge under 
the Promontory. Lady's Bay is so free from d^ger that the 
mariner in enterioK m^bt touch the rocks with his vessel's 
broadside and still float in sis fathoms water. 

" From onr position at anchor in Lady's Bay the Heads bore 
by compass as ioUowb ; — 

« N. Lesd, NNE.1K 



" The shores are rocby, exceedingly steep, and covered with 
dense impenetrable scrub— ^e rocks are principally of granite. 
Qood water is to be obtained in this locality. Vessels rendez- 
vousing here can procure an abundant supply of rabbits froin aii 
island a short distance from the Bay, known as Rabbit Island. 
The Bay, too, has the Qsaal characteristic of unfrequented har- 
bours on this coast — abonnding with fish. A whaling station has 
recently been formed here by a person named Somerville, and 
the triialing party have erected hots, and the necessaiy appara- 
tns for trying out, &c., on tiie shores of the Bay. 

"SRALSa^ COVB 

Is a small bight, also on the eastern side of Wilson's Promon- 
torv. It, however, will bear no comparison as a harbour with 
Lady's Bay ; nor, from its proximity to the latter, would its 
existence deserve notice, had not Lieut. Flinders, in hit dbazt of 
this part of the coast, given its situation, while, probably from 
ignorance of the fact, he suffered Lady's Bay to pass unnoticed. 

" Perhaps there is no saying more remarkable for the truitan it 
involves than the simple one of ' It 's an ill wind that blows no 
good.' The loss of that noble steamer the Clonmel, which at tiie 
time was productive of great inconvenience and injury to tba 
traffic between this port and Sydney, mav be considered aa the 
primary cause of the discovery of a noble harbour, till then 
reported to be a shallow and unprofitable inlet of the se&, Tha 
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maauB of opening Dp the fins canatiy diacoveied by Count 
Streleiki, b^oie considered difficolt, were by it rendered easy 
&nd secure. 

" This harbour, from the recent period of its attracting attention, 
is as yet bat little known. Tba sand-banks wbich are sitnated 
at its entrance will, till it is better known, render it liable to be 
viewed with distrust by mariners. That it only Tequires to be 
known to remove this dintruBt, is evinced horn the fact that not a 
single vessel dematched there but has performed the voyage in 
safety. It woald indeed be a work of pablic utility, especially 
since Oipps'-Land has excited so mnch of the public attention, 
were an accurate survey of this harbour and its entrance taken 
and laid before the community. 

" The geneial course pursued by vessels bound to Comer Inlet, 
is to coast along Wilson's Promontory till makins the entrance ; 
this may be known by a long low point, with a yellow blnff. The 
channel, on entsiing, winds considerably — it varies in depth 
from two-and-a-half to three fathoms. A few beacons have been 
laid down by a private individual. The Albert River, besides 
several smaller streams, discharges itself into the Bay. Tbe 
town^j) formed on the banks of the river already numbers a 

SpnlatiOBof 100 persons. The following is an extract from a 
ber written by (^ptain Griffin, at present in command of the 
party employed by Mr, Grose in recovering from the wreck of 
OteClonntel: — 

" ' Vessels drawing above eight feet cannot enter by any other 
than the eastern channel, the least water on the bar of wliich is 
about fifteen feet ; and so narrow is the ridge, that you seldom gel 
more than one cast of the lead, before yon are into 3, 4, 7, and 10 
fsthoms, carrying the latter until you arrive within the distance 
I have before stated.' 

" Coner lulet, even when it becomes better known, cannot be 
recommended as a port of refuge to mariners— not only from the 
■and-lwiks as before stated, situated at its enLiance, but from its 
being situated on a part of the coast viewed with dread by all 
masters of vessels. With the exception of this harbour, that 
long bend of the coast from the Promontory to Cape Howe is 
wi&ont a single place of refnge for a vessel incautionsly hugging 
the land, shottld the wind, which is often the case, chop round 
and blow dead on the shore. The cntter Mi^t, on a recent 
exenrnoamade by her with a view of ascertaining if any harbour, 
as WIS reported, existed between Comer Inlet and Cape Howe, 
was caocht in this way, and had it not been for her small siae, 
elose sailing, and the excellent way in which she was managsd, 



=,Coo^lc 



312 kVWT&iUtS KOTE-BOOS. 

Bhe mnit inevitably have been lost. A Is^ vesael in Inr ptsocj 
would not have had the same chance, for the bulk she wosld 
have presented to the atonu would have caused her to drive 
bodily onto the coast." 



BRIEF SNATCHES OP LETTERS. 

"3fiaoanie,NeaS(niatWala,ifa^l2lh, 1840. 

" Melbonnte is a wonderfol baby town. Looking on the place, 
street after street of good brick, and stone, and wood houses, yon 
cannot easily bring jourself to believe that it is the work of only 
three or four years. Laanceston, which has been riang for the 
last twenty years at least, is not larger or so largs. This is the 
very metropolis of land-excitement, of land-specnlation — the 
veiy focna of mercenary fever — of ' who shall get and who ehaU 
keep.' The governor here says, and tmly so, if a knot of people 
set together in England they are sore to talk politics ; here abont 
blocks and sections, and half-sections, and allotment of towns ta 
conntiy lands. 1 expect before we have been here very long, 
that we shall be infected with the land fever, and as a peraoo 
here observes, be like the Melbonniites, ready to sell one s own 
kindred at 76 per cent, profit. 

" This place is not ue perfect Paradise it has been repre- 
sented. The land is certainly good, and the connti; pleasant 
enough nou> (in the winter), only that it is sometimes too cold. 
The changes of tempeiatare are very sarprising, sometimes £f^ 



degrees in the space of twelve honrs. It has been thirty in oi 
t«nt at mi<hiight, and by noon np as high as eighty. 1 think tl 
thermometer has never reached higher since we hav 



than ninetj-twa, and it did not seem extraordinarily hot We 
have passed the time away very agreeably, both here and in Van 
Diemen's Land. When lying in the river Tamar, we made 
pleasant excondons on the water, fishing and shoolisg, and' 
into the woods. If my former letters have reached yon, mni^ ' 
of oar voyage will be already familiarly known. We woe ont 
at sea from Portsmonlh to lAnnceston, from weighing to casting 
inchor, joat eighteen weeks to an hour. In Van Diemen'a I^id 
we were eight weeks. We entered the Heads of Port Phillip 
on Snnday, the 6th of April. Twice in the day we were hst on 
sand-banks : the last time we were unable to get the ship off 
again nntil Tuesday the 7th, on which d^ we sailed to Wil' 
liam's Town, fifty miles from the Heads. The entrance to the 
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inland tea of Port Phillip ia a wild mass of tnrlinleDt waters, 
only about a mile wide. Yet at ao narrow a pass the vast bulk 
oftide water has to find ingress and egresB, covering the immense 
space of twenty-five miles wide and sixty long. Well may it 
rash, and leap, and welter. It ia terrifyiog, or wonld be so to 
petsons unaccustomed to the sea. The first time we croBsed to 
the beach, we took the nearest cut to town through a pleasant 
fiat, covered thinly with white, bine, and swamp gnm-trees, with 
she-oak, and many veiy beautiful Anstralian shrubs, large and 
mull. The da; after we sailed Dp the Yarra, a long tug for as 
in the boat. The country on both sides is low, and covered 
with ts»-tree, similar to hop-polea, with a hunch of yew at top. 
Under these grow reeds, inst the same as in England. The 
kingfisheT that we saw mtting abont among them, was even 
more vivid in its purple and crimson dress th^ the English one. 
We also saw a pelican, black swans, and wild ducks, very good 
each after their Kind. We are encamped on the plains opposite 
Melboume.with the prettyrivBrYarra, or Yarra-Yana, betwixt us, 

" The Bakewells, the Doctor, and the two Oreeves's, had a 
boat bailt while in Portsmouth ; this is our ferry-boat. In it we 
have many times gone both up and down many miles. The river 
at Melbourne bepns to be wooded, and all the country upwards 
is rich, varied with plain and knoll very delightfully. Tom and 
I, sometimes the Doctor and the Bakewells with us, stroll up and 
down the park-like conntiy in every direction for miles. We 
hsrve also amused ouiBelves usefully in making chairs and stools, 
Cnuoe-Uke, of a rude and antique character. Tom has also 
made a irfiBelbarrow and two ladders, very good ones. He yea- 
tarday killed a black cockatoo. 

" Land in the town sells very high. In the principal situ- 
ations the bontwes for building sell at twenty-five goineai per 
foot. That is, if a plot of building land is twenty feet in front 
and sixty in length, you have the whole as twenty feet, taking 
the land through. In other ports of the town it is 6/. per foot, 
«nd in some less. The half-acre town sections are now put np 
by government at 160/. each. The suburban sections, ei^teen 
or more acres, at 6/, per acre. The country sections, 640 acres 
eaeh^r more, twenty miles from the town, or more, 12i. per acre. 

" F^^vary 21*(, 1841, — You will often wonder how we are 
gdng on, and think how difFerentl^r life passes on here from 
iriiBt it wA at Nottingham. There is indeed a great change, yet 
good and evil are so inseparably linked and blended, that no 
situation can be realised withoal a liberal quantum of both. We 
Jiave so vintsTj bat then we are dufx rcmer too brown by the 
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iiiwwar. If we have no poor-nte collectore, nor fax-gatheran, 
we hare fleas and mosqnitoes, which bloodsDck m almoat w 
much. If wa buy knd cheaper, it costs ten timea ae mudi to 
cultivate it. In England, thioaah the long ciTilisstion, and I^ 
the blesdng of more tender and Christian conBcienees, a poor 
man will work almost the eyea oat of his bead for one or two 
shillinga per day, doing tie hardest labour under the son ; iriiilat 
here, they do ail kinds of kboor very pkasantly, takit^ can Bot 
to kill tlienuelTu, at the rate of 8f., 14f., 16f. per day, according 
to tba kind of employment. 

" The laboarers, hut-keepeia, and working men generally, haT« 
been getting sadly too moeh money. 1 have heard of maiij 
instancea when the prodigal expenditnre of boHh-labonren wat 
perfectly astonishing. One man who had been op in the coont^ 
about two years, came to his inn in Melbonroe, having in Ins 
pocket more than 1001., his sayings during that period — of thia 
10/. was spent that very evening in caUmg for doiens of tlie 
moei, expensive wine, and freely treating eveiy peisou about 
him. In less than a fortnight all was gone. What wonld he 
naturally do next is the question. Why off into the buh again, 
to save and save for another such ontbreak. 

" We have had a man mowing near ns on the nnoecnpied 
land, who goes out of Melbonme dailv with one bollock in a 
small cart, ^tting bush-hay. A small load of Una, easily col- 
lected by him in six or seven bouts, he sells at home for 11. 
Thus, he freqaently gets Si. per week in fine weather. Tbia 
money is entirely clear ; he ^ya no rent ; collecting faia hay on 
open land, where he can find it. One Monday morning early, I 
overtook bim on the road to Melbourne, with a load ; how aor- 
priangly early ! but he confessed to me that for the first time in 
two years he had been tempted to go out a-mowing on the Son- 
day. He was not satisfied with the six days, but must aim 
press Sunday into bis service — 6/. per week not being enough te 
spend. StiU he did not mean to repeat tbe thing, far ai be was 
returning, his load was npset, and beiiu too late to le-load, he 
was compelled to sleep with it out in tlie bnab. 

" On Chriatmaa eve, we were very much amuaed by a m^ 
with a horae and dray— the liquor had got into hia head, and so 
he had got ont of the road, and came down to our place. We 
put him right several timea, in vun : ha always came back, and 
■ept going to and fro is the woods, and mmbling np and down ia 



le atone*. We felt satisfled that dayligiit 
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woti]d Eiliow bin the way home when it fovnd him, if he had not 
killed himself and his horse before then, by diiving from Mme 
of the roeky steepa into the Yarra. People here often get dnink, 
and leeling out of Melbourne, find tbemgelvea a mile or two is 
the count^. A aailer came to us one day, to ask whtre he wtu. 
The lut thing be could remember, vss drinking at the Highland 
Laddie, in the town, and now he had Just picked kimitlf Np 
at th« foot (/ a gtua-tree I Melbourne ie a strange dninkea 

Slace, and there are many temptations for working men, and (me 
ery impuhe — the heat of the cLmate. 

,# • * « 

" Few days pass without na seeiiig four-wheel eaniagea, gigs, 
and hoTsea, and horsemen in great nnmbers, go by near ns tmot 
Melhaiime to Heidelbuigh — both places utuate on the Yana, 
eielit miles Avm each other ; and onr form ia about half-way. 
Whether the colony will maintain it» poaitioc, and continue 
improring, is all yet epecnlation. 

"There ia no Und like Englud, 

Where'er the light of da; be ; 
There are no mea lilie Engliihmen, 

So brave and idee u they be.' 
Yet this 18 a fine country: this Sabbath' light and breezy, on 
which { am writing, has no equal in the finest summer's day in 
dear Old England — it is indeed a most lovely day. Onr garden, 
only yet cultivated since the 2nd of October, has produced na 
potatoes, peae, beaua, cabbages, carrota, paraley, melons very fine, 
and still larger vegetable marrows. The soil will do. The 
climate in summer is as hot as can well be endured ; often 102' 
in the abade, and 120° in the sun. Doctor Lang says, 'The 
heat ia never oppressive ' — j>erhaps he means, doea not entirely 
bum the lift out i^ytm ! You are enabled to get throDgh it ia 
some way. This summer has been here the most oppressively 
hot experienced, or rather endured, by the oldest j-eaidents in 
Port Phillip. I have walked to and from Melbourne when it has 
been 116° m the sun ; bat on coming home, bad to strip off every 
thing, even my stockings, all wet through with perspiration, 
Fie, Doctor Lang ! 

" 1 have written very little verae since I came here, and that 
perh^B not poetiy, having had other and more urgent employ- 
ment. You used to say nothing would do here but spade-hnar 
baodiT. There was some truth in your observation, yet wa 
intend to tiy the plough. We nsed to talk about some perwm at 
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Adel^de, wlio was UQmng s cabbaie for many^ montbe — yet after 
all worth nothing. This wm snrelj the faceUouB stoiy of some 
traTeller. I have seen them in this cooDtiy finer than could be 
grown in England. I wish we had aome fmitr-trees. We bon^it 
a dozen, but tbey were dead before we could plant them. Not 
one of the orange pips which 1 biooght from England have 
grown. ^Vhenever I quit tbia couotiy, 1 aball often and aidentlj 
m^ after the climate for the sake of a garden and orchard. Here 
we have the climate without the treeB— there we shall have the 
trees without the dehcious climate. I have, as the phrenolo- 
^Ets would eay, the oi^gan of locahty in a aurpagaing degree. I 
am food of our dwelling on tbe banks of the Yarra — our neat 
little two-roomed weather-boarded cottage— its curving slopes, 
and its prospect of silvery water, and old white birch-bark-look- 
ing gum-trees, The mimosas, three kinds of them, are beautifnl 
and abundant, also the acacias. The insects of the coontry axe 
a great nuisance — there are ants larger than a wasp, with a 
la^er atiug than it, and winffed loo, itOo the bargai». Indeed, 
we have ants in-door and out, of all sorts and siies, in myriads, 
Offleaa it is the native eounhy. Maggots or gentles, as nonest 
Izaak calls them, are blown upon the meat alive aud crawling. 
This I did not believe until I saw it." 

" Pon PhiUip, Jm. End, 1942. 
" Dear Friend, — Although I have written to you months ago, 
there has been no vessel from this port until now — and now 
indeed I have two opportunities, one private, direct hence' to 
London, the other throudi Van Diemen's Land ; one missive 
Uierefore shall be despatched by each conveyance, that jod may 
have two chances of hearing from me instead of one, or perhaps 
one instead of none. How mortifying it is not to be able to hold 
regular intercourse with those whom it is not possible to see, 

Krbapa for yeara, if then. 1 am sorely afraid tluit many of my 
.ten are lost, that to Tut, enclosed t« S. G)., amongst tlie nnm- 
ber. This I shall regret, as 1 am told that it is contemplated by 
the Sydney or the Home Government to ruin this province 
entirely, by throwing open to purchasers, at a very cheap rate, 
the Crown lands in Uie neighbourhood of Melbourne, whilst Syd- 
ney and some other towns are, by special privilege, to be exempt 
from this infliction. 1 had, 1 think, clearly shown in that letter 
the oppressive injustice of such a measure, the bare expectation 
of such an event having proved sufficient to paralyse ainady the 
onward march of this district ; and were it to come into actual 
opeiation, I know not what would become of us. 
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" Lord John Bnneirs new instmctioug to the govetnor of New 
Sonth Wales have already had the effect of lowering conridetablj 
the price of knd, and inasmnch as it pnta a atop to over-epecn- 
l&tion, would not prove Dnaalnlaiy ; but, as 1 have before stated, 
to reduce to 11. per acre, adjoining sllotmests that have been 
gold bj the sama government for 42/. per acre, is neither honaor- 
able nor honest, however expedient ; and I doubt itg expediency. 
Sufficient land might have t^en snrveyed to sapplj all possiblfr 
demands, and opened for selection, and jet property might have 
been protected by a simple clause in any measure legarding this 
colony, and withont which clause there will be ruin and con- 
Aision. But enough of thia~no thanks to I<ord John Rnasell. 
When I shall he able to get back, I cannot tell. 1 could have 
hoen very well con1«Qt to have passed awa^ a few years in Aus- 
tralia, were there anything like stability given to property, and 
anything like certainty in the price of any one article to he 
bonght or sold in the colony. Now for instance, had we bought, 
as J. B. and others did, several yoke of oxen, they were seLung 
at that time for 40/, a yoke ; ten months after, when we bought, 
they were just half that price ; and nov!, in the space of four or 
five months more, they may be worth 12^. or 14/. When we 
first arrived, sheep were worth 3fif . per head ; six months ago 
they were not worth more than I2i. or 14s. ; now, or recently, 
they have been worth Ws. So much for fluctuation and down- 
ward tendency. 

" It is not the conntry for agticnlture ; cheaper labonr is 
obtainable in the penal colonies of Sydney and Van Diemen'a 
Land, consequently they outstrip us. Had we begun aheep- 
keeping at the time of oar arriv^, and had we had good Inck 
with them, which all have not, we must have more than snnk 
die increase, throngh the depreciation in value. * * 

" One day this — nay, last — week, whilst 1 was busy writing, 
with the cottage-door open, in flew a very small bird, which 1 
canght in the window, and it proved to be the diamond-bird. I 
knew it again, having seen a stuffed specimen in Melbonnie. 
I should like much to take such a one with me to England, but 
did not like the idea of killing so beautifal a little creature, 
merely for so distant an uncertainty ; moreover there wonld have 
been something inhospitable in the deed, as it came voluntarily. 
Yesterday, 1 saw the Australian spoonbill, a large white, heron- 
liks looking creature ; and Powers Smith (I wonder how he is going 
on) would have been quite in his element amongst the beetles 
and cicadas which 1 saw in the bush. 

" You have seen, when in 'Some idle mood, yon have been 
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chattmg to Huy, or Sarah, or Humah, m they were busy iron- 
ing, in aome comfortable winter kitchen, the thing caUed an 
ironiog-blAnket, worched here and there to a ruddy orown with 
tlw hot iron ; aach now, only done brown wiwenaUv, ii the paa- 
tniage of Aiutralia Felix, eaten bar« by vast herds of cattle ; 
the ^ort herbage crisp as span glass. Day after daj. a man on 
honebaeli has ^one down bj onr garden to the river, abont 



" It is Doon, bnmin^y hot, and dizzj and mouotonoas is the 
load discord of the cicadas, only eqoalled in September and 
October by the melody of frogs, marsh-frogs, tree-frvgs, and bell- 
fniga. We have noise enough, if no music. 

" One of the most nnfortucate circumstances, as it riwards 
epistolary intercourse with my fiiends, is the ancertaintj 1 feel 
whether oar postmaster bums or transmits them ; for a eenUe- 
man, in corroboradon of my own fears, has this week charged 
him with keeping back a letter. My having publicly charged 
him moreover wiu imposition (of wmch he has not taken the 
least notice) renders me suspicious that 1 am not safe as it 
FMards my letters ; so that since Tait'i Magaxiite arrived here, 
I have not sent one letter through the Melbourne ^ost-office. I 
therefore rejoice in these two opportunities of private convey- 

" You make mention of mj mother's death : thank you for 
the expression of your sympathy with me in this bereavement. 
It is indeed a bereavement. Yon have recorded feelingly jonr 
own sentiment on that occasion when the case was your own, in 
the very beantifol poem, 'My Native Cottage.' I, too, have 
partly expressed my feelings in a small lyrical piece, which I 
will copy ont for jooi penual : — 



' Strew flowen upon the hononred grave 

Where dot lunented mother liei, 
Bat lei no gtooDi]r q'pTeu vave 

Bitwiit it and bright summer ikiei : 
Let freshert Teidnre o'er it Bpread, 

Let pereflt li^ht upon it fait. 
Per these resembled most the dead. 

In U^ io death, beWred bj alL 



=,Coo^lc 



ASSTKALUIT ITOTK-BOOK. 

* E«p thence memorfal worka m%j — 

ObMraet not Time'i athuMl gnc* : 
The 8«Aioiu then will tribolc pay, 

And Niluie Buctifj the flux. 
In Kilema autuian, gUdsome iprii^ 

Mute thmgB lo her vill nverancs ih 
And there the birdi ihe loved will ling, 

And than her &T0URte flowen trill i 



The moon upon her place of n 

Will Beam mora tiuiiiuaiy to gaze: 

The wind Ihal thnugh the welkin nngi, 
Gentlf u diea ■ lununer ware. 

Will thiihei come, and fold ita winga 
To down^ almnbera on that grtTa. 

' Whate'H- ii in its naCui« Ita, 

Whate'er is in its ajnric good, 
Arannd, diffued throngb esiih or air. 

Or undiicemed, or noder^tood ; 
With n^iatiae'er >he loTed to tend. 

On which >he liying love beitowed, 
Will flock to Iheir departed fneDd, 

And cheer and grace her laat abode' 

' Let there no poinfol lean be tbed : — 
A cbeerinl fiuth wai hers, i> oun, 

Of truth divine through all thingi epiead : 
or love divine in eimpleat flowen ; 

Of goodneaa, hlte a lun above, 
'Diffnnng light and gladneaa &r; 

Tbx bouodletf confidence of love ; 
And knowledge like a gniding itaT. 

' The " Ijfe in Life " ihe made her own 

Bj thought, BJid word, and virt^loua dee 
liveid wit not died with hei ikine — 

Bat win Ihrougfa fiitiira jeta pmcsed ; 
Whiln what ahe waa on di impmaed, 

la more to n» than wealth er bme. 
Will more eaodnee to moke us bleat. 

And cauae ua meet lo bleia her name,' 
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" If the snn-bnmt appearance of the coontiy w«s Wore api^- 
ling, what is it now, wnen there has been another oTeituming 
of Uie chariot of the san 1 I wish Apollo would pay better 
attention to hie task. I dare taj he was bnay twining « lanrel 
wreath roond his poetical browB, and thus. we have to eaSet for 
hia vanitv. Iiet him look better after hia fieiy steeda, or npset 
hia vehicle in a moiater clime. He cannot be awale of the mis- 
chief a fire does in the bush of Anatralia ; once kindled, and 
driven on, Jehn-like, by a brisk wind, who knowa where it wiU 
end ) Far aa the eye can reach, the scene is oae body of flame, 
and smoke careeis over the land like miata, wind-aped, over the 
lake-aceneiy of Westmoreland and Cnmberiand. 1 lay this kind 
of Swing-work to ApoUo ; others charge it to the credit of the 
blacks ; one joat as likely as the other. The fact is, the pipe of 
an old (ar shook carelesaly oat, would be qnite enough. For 
three hours was 1 hard at work waylaying the. fire where the 
grass was shortest, and dashing it out with a green gam-bongh ; 
and by this means, and also by a road which cuts across from 
the Meni Creek to the Darebm Creek, was it prevented from 
getting to our com, and the post-and-rail, all of which — no new 
thing— it wonld have burnt down. The day was one of our 
hottest. Then there was the suffocation of the smoke, the heat 
of the fire hotly breathed upon me by the wind ; and add to these 
the exertion required to beat oat the flames — warm enoo^ of 
itself to have made tolerable a cold day. Conung ft'om Mel- 
bonme last night, in the dark, I saw several old gnm-trees which 
were bnniing like stars, and making more dismal, by their 
brightness, the double and intense blackness of the night and the 
burnt country. 

" Present my records to all my old fiiends, when yon have 
opportunity. I believe I forgot to thank you in my other letter 
for the intelligence contuned in yours, also for the London 
Journal, with the interesting account of Clare. Although 1 
knew some of the particulars you mentioned, it is better to be 
told twice, than not to hear at all. I yesterday saw another of 
this country's splendid birds, here called the nankeen-bird, froin 
its yellowish and ruddy colour. It is of the heron genua ; I saw 
it at the bird-stnffer's. Oood bye ! " 

When bush fires occor as above, vast flocks of crowa, magpies, 
and smaller birds hang on the rear of the smoke, as if they took 
pleasure in looking on such devastation. Most likely, 1 tblnk, it 
IS, that abundance of insects are driven by the heat up into the 
ur, and thus afford a liberal banquet for the feathered creation. 



3,Coo^le 



AUSTRALIAN NOTE-BOOK. 



"A^atnaia, June lOlh, IS41. 
" You ay Mr, H,, just returned hence, pronoonceB thig conn- 
tiy to be the place for BpecaUtive people ; and indeed it Ib so : 
a very grand kind of emigration lottery, where ^our fortune may 
tnm np a total blank, or a pretty tolerable prize ; only the day 
is gone by when the best tickets were drawn. The wine has 
been very good, only it is now on the lees. Veiy handsome and 
sadden fortunes were made here at the commencement, when 
lialf-acre allotments were bought for 451., and re-aold in a few 
months for 1000/. Solomon said, there was nothing tttia under 
the sun ; so it seems there were no Melboumea in his day. The 
only thing now wanted is another fine tract of newly-explored 
country, and a new town, and joy to the land cormorants ! There 
is a noise in this Austral world of this very new paradise being 
Oippsland, some two hundred miles to the south-east of Mel- 
bourne. There will be a new town, of course Gippatown : this 
will be, in the language of the knd-spider-web-weaTers, Eldo- 
rado. A fine catUe, sheep, and com country ; in fact, a fine 
everytMng. The veiy best of all colonies, until there is a new 

" What of sheep t Only this — the owners of them are very 
sheepish. Onbr one gentleman of oar party bought sheep and 
a station, and in fourteen months, with the increase, be has lost 
at least 1000/. 

" What of land purchases 1 Onrs is said to be a good invest- 
ment. The land is good enough ; but we are toiling with sad 
forebodings. The beat resources of the English former are cut off 
from us : oorsee, cattle, sheep, and com, can be furnished so 
cheaply from the cheaply-let Crown-lands, that we now, after a 
great oeal of labour and outlay, ask ourselves why we have pur- 
chased land at all. 

" YoQ say, ' torn cattle or sheep keepers.' Xo ; many would 
be glad to tnm away from such Tocations. The Imd is literally 
ovennn with endleaa fiocks and herds. 

" Although late in the day for profitable speculation, should 
we fail of snccesE, cautioos as we have been, what must be the 
fate of continoally-arriving emigrants ; some of them thoughtless, 
and easily duped, and others reckless and profligate 1 Laqt week, 
260 bounty emigrants arrived ; and this week there is another 
shipload of them ; and others are daily expected. Cabin and 
intermediate passengers there are, too — monied people. What 
will they do 1 I Bhallr«twm,- alas ! not to all I bft. The world 
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is fall of disqnietnde, and we Toam over it the more to dis- 
quiet oanelfea. We would Gnd that in other lands which we 
cannot in oqt own. Care is uniTersal, and mutabilitj. It 
seems not the same world we look upon. There Ib snch cease- 
less alteration ; such decay, within and without. We die con^ 
tinuaUj in onr friends ana nearest connections. We d^ly cease 
to be what we were. Perpetually do we look forward to the 
future, as to something valuable in the attainment, like voyagers 
to pleasant havens,— not taking into account the cares, the 
anxieties, and wrecks, attendant inevitably on the Toya^. Year 
after year we are driven inward by the outward ravages of death ; 
and as we become more thouEhtful and meditative, whatever 
was pleasant and valoable in the past, we have to receive back 
again in snch communion with the beautiful and beloved dead." 



1, SepL 5(A, 1S4Z. 
" 1 wonder what ever parents can be thinking of, when in the 
education of their children they compel them to be habitually, 
and from feeling, honest ; not because it is the best policy, but 
^m moral and reli^ous principle. How can they expect them 
to thrive in the world, thus putting as it were their conscience 
in the stocks ! 0, for the good, careless Bob Roy, or Robin 
Hood feeling, where those s&ict and unaccommodating demar- 
cations of civilised society, mine and thine, are dashed over as 
hedges are by a hunting party. Or rather, Conqneror-like, where 
trim civilisation becomes New Forest, and the world is one's 
ferm, wherein to buccaneer it gloriously ; without being annoyed 
and elbowed by that importunate busy-body. Right, or griped in 
the remorseful clutches of eongcious wron^. The hunters of 
men, who make fortunes in the colonies, are not to be checked 
by trifles : cheerful-looking people, who love to live in the eye of 
the public ; who roll about in carriages ; are riders of fleet 
horses ; who give grand suppers ; yet of whom one reads in the 
coloni^ papers having failed for such sums as 60,000^. and 
75,000?. This is the way to manage matters. These are your 
Rob Boys, Robin Hoods, and Will the Conqnerors of trade and 



" There are pastimes and active sports in these antipodean lands 
that would be relished by English dukes, lords, and squires : we 
have few rivers, to run enviously betwixt the huntsman and hts 
game ; no hedges for them to break their necks over ; yet abun- 
dance of dead prostrate trees, over which to esercise their vault- 
ing skill. What parks are there ! and in them settlers tboronghly 
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•n^oy themaelvea in the most manly and heaJthfal sportt — in 
emu and ia kangaroo hunting. It indeed reqaires a Sqnire 
Weatem sort of huntsm&n to tire down a kangaroo or emu." 

" AmtrMi, Augutl 12fA,16J2. 

" Yon wish to know a little about my brother's whereabout, 
and alga of our ftiends, the Bakewells. The first is located on 
a pleasant mount, called the Eastern Hill ; the house, a neat 
weather-boarded one, with its verandah, trellis-work, and hung 
with vines, fronting, with its pretty garden, into the park-like 
oountiy. From it, looking to the south-west, is the Port Phil- 
lip Bay ; Melbourne just below ; and eastward are the Snowy 
Monntains. My brother divides his time pretty equally betwixt 
his patients, riding amongst them (like Death, in the Revelations, 
on a white horse), visiting and visited by intelligent people, and 
amongst his old studies of insects and flowers ; not neglecting 
his garden, which ratnmB his attentions with delicious fruits ; 
melons, figs, and grapes. 

•• At the river Plenty reside J. and R. B. The river is a 
small one, but as its name imports, never exhausted. The loca- 
lity is at the commencement of the vast and sterile atringy- 
bark forests. Part of their farm is consequently almost worthless, 
and the other, by the water-side, of the richest quality. Their 
weather-boarded house is situated beautifully on an eminence in 
the wild region, overlooking the river and its meadow. Winding 
down a fool-path, cut in zigiags, you descend to the Plenty-flat, 
in which ia the garden, one of the best in the whole district ; 
full of (for the time they have been planted) astonishingly large, 
healthful, and heautifal fruit-trees. Vines I never saw grow so 
freshly, so luxuriantly. Foreign shrubs and trees, amongst 
which I noticed cypresses, R. had raised from seed in abun- 
dance. The whole pleased me ; bnt that which was the plea- 
san(«st snrprise, was a largish clump of what in England we 
shoold not look for in a garden, vet what once filled in England 
the soul of Linnieus with delight, covered over with its golden 
bloom— gorse ; the seed whence it was raised taken from a com- 
mon near Nottingham. 

" On May-day it was that I first visited J. and R. B. Their 
ima and ours are only six miles from each other ; yet so 
thoroughly had I been absorbed by the demands of our own wil- 
derness, tnat two years had elapsed before I found leisure to 
visit them. It was a pleasure to see them so pleasantly located. 
How neat and nicely fitl«d-up was their house ! In it, with its 
thin walls and French windows, you eeenied scarcely in-doors. 
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It vraa the Sabb&tli, and on the table lay the Bible, and not br 
&om it a Litem; Souvenir. Guns were piled in cornetB, bat 
which I dare say are now, tlie first countiy aewness being over, 
seldom need. Of hooks there was also a good display ; ' Mends, 
snbatantial friends, and good,' in the forest. 

" I wandered thence Beveral miles np the riTer, oi brook, as it 
would be called in England ; for in ihis country the smallest 
ever-flowing streams are dnbbed riveiB, in contradistinction to 
creeks, which, what«Ter may he their size, only flow in the rain^ 
season. Yon will imagine how solitary it was, wandering in Qui 
primitive country, over mountains and valleys ; nothing to he 
seen but interminable woodlands ; my guide and compass the 
sun only, by which I traversed and nought out the secret recesses 
of this wild region. Sometimes, as from Sngarloaf Hill, a fine 
bold eminence, oeholding vast portions of the wilderness ; the 
rim of the summer heavens lestmg on the bine waters of the bay 
— DO cloud to dim the atmosphere, and with only here and there 
wreaths of cottage smoke, to indicate that it was at all a land of 
civilised residence." 

" Aiulndia, Jan. lOth, 1S43. 

" Yoa would know a little of onr social condition, and how At 
our colony, by its exemption from a convict popnlation, is boie- 
fited. ] reply, that we are too near the peiial colonies to he 
extensively benefited. Snch of the convicts as have been fortu- 
nate, poor men who have tiecome rich men in the more prosper' 
ous times, have flocked hither, and have materially towered the 
tone of morals, and have added considerably to the miseries of a 
too specalalive people. 

" Other effects the neigbbooAood of the penal colonies have 
had. They have che^er food, having cheaper labour ; and with 
them, as they communicate this cheap food to oa, witJi oar free 
labour, we cannot compete. The convict is sent out, has his 
passage paid by England, and is thus presented as a natnitons 
labourer to the Tasmanian former, for whom he works, or did 
work, for a mere maintenance, The fanner of this colony pays 
201. to the British merchant for every labourer ; and on his ani- 
val pays in wages threefold what is expended on the Tasmanim 
labourer. It is true that in Van Diemen's Land, by the new 
assignment system, the convict labourer is now better paid ; and 
more even-handed justice is by it dealt oat to the other colonies 
as it regards labour ; still the change has had its attendant dis- 
advant^ea. By thia return to the aingument system, labonr, 
cheaper than me labonr, has been abundantly fonushM to .the 
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Tasmanisn settlers, and ooDseqnently a grievona injustice haa 
been done to a great class of free labooren, ea the annexed 
paragraph, from the Portland Bay Mercury, testifiea ; — 

" ' The recent revcTtion from the probation to the aangnment 

rem, in Van Diemen's Iiand, a country before enjoying abnn- 
t and cheap labonr, has rendered nearly two thousand pri- 
soners eligible for private service. The assignment of these 
men will have the effect of throwing a like number of free 
tabonrers ent at employment. It ia therefore proposed that 
means be taken to Tueet the exigencies of the district by pro- 
caring a- snpply of the anperflnoua labour of Van Diemen'a 
Land. Sufficient inducement to re-emigration by the labonrer, 
will, the Babsciibers are convinced, be found to exist in a reduc- 
tion of the cost of transit from Lannceston to Portland. They 
therefore propose as foUows : — First ; That every atockholder in 
the district shall contribute at the rate of 1/. for every thonsand 
■haep in his possession, and proportionably for cattle ; and that 
every resident in the township shall subscribe a sam correspond- 
ing to the number of labourers he employs, taken relatively to 
the number employed by holders of atock. Second : That the 
aums so collected shall form a fund for the payment of the pas- 
sage money of labourers from Van Diemen s Land to Portland, 
and of the charges of the ageut selecting them.' 

" Hear, ye working men of England, to whom fine stories of 
the fiourisbing condition and high wages of these colonies have 
been industriously told ; before the return to the assigimient ays- 
tern Van Diemen s Land enjoyed abundance of cheap labour ; 
and that by this transition, two thousand free labourers will be 
thrown out of employment ; after being induced by delusive 
stories to leave comfortable England, other hopes mnst be held 
out to them in other regions ; and thej who were to realise inde- 
pendences by their industry must be assisted by subscriptions 
to pass from land to land ! 

" Moat certainly the employment «f convicts as individual 
helps or hindrances is unjust, and vicious in its tendency. If 
they are unfit to remain in the society, and to breathe the air, of 
their own land, and if they have forfeited their personal freedom, 
the state to which it is forfeited should, by a separate mainte- 
nance and employment,, provide that their labour shall be for 
the public benefit only, and with as little demoralisation to the 
colonies as possihle. 

" Respectable people in England do not ask magistrates to 
supply them with convicts as domestic servants and laboureis ; 
then why in tl» colonies } Unless it be a deaideiatnm to pro- 
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vide for ereiy domestic circle example and precept of the moet 
demoTalisitig character ; unless it be denrable to poison the 
healthfal waters of domestic life at their pure and holy foontain. 

"1 am thBiikful,OQ the behalf of Anstrolia Kelii, that it is not 
A penal colony. We hare the diiiadvanlage of their neighbour^ 
hood ; still, a cinder or two now and then, a little noisome 
smote and lava, is better than a closer intimacy with the vol- 
cano. Degrading indeed to new colonies is the transfer of the 
filth and criminal scnm of old coontties ; decidedly shutting them 
oat from the psle of respectable residenoe. Most infelicitooa, 
prospectively, wonld it be for onr pastoral Arcady of New Hol- 
land, for its healthful colonisation, did the dome and fabric of its 
HOciety rest on those pillani of dnbious sapport, criminal slavery : 
haw fraught with danger to the healthful growth and tendency 
of its present childhood ; and with certain evil and demorah- 
sation to its fatnre advancement ; to its condition as a nation, 
amongst the other moral, religions, and iutellectnol nations of 
the esxth! 

" Thank Ood I it la not so. 

" A few words more about convicts. It is not well to reeide 
amongst them, for many reasons. The constant sight of tham 
lessens yonr self-respect ; and yon feel lets regard, less of vene- 
ration for mankind generally. Too many of them are, in habits, 
manners, in aspect and intelligence, the commonest human 
animals ; and strongly suggest to the sceptical the mere mate- 
riabty of man. Creatures endowed liberaUy with a low kind of 
instinctive canning, bnt wofully deficient, apparently, of any 
kindliness of disposition, any ennobhng attribute of the sod). 
They seem, like the aborigines, imitative bnt nnoriginative ; 
the merest human blocks ; as thoogb they had been very recently 
fashioned by some Pygmalion, ant of wood or stone. Of the earth, 
earthy — if ihey are alhed to any kind of ethereality they give no 
evidence of it. 

-' For a moment, suppose that two brothers have been sepa- 
rated for years ; the only sons, if not children, of their parenta ; 
and that they meet moat onespectedly in the remotest regions of 
tie earth ; wonld not such a situation affect powerfnliy both 
head and heart 1 What imagery, what early associations woatd 
rash upon them ; how vivid, momentarily, would memory 
become ; and how clearly in that excitement wonld the whole 
past — home life, home feelings, scenes, and persons, present 
themselves ! 

: " On a new tine of road, in New South Wales, leading into 
what vras called the new countiy, were some twenfy or thirty 
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men at work, called the chain-gang, a kind of IncanigibleB, the 
woist of a sad set. Every now and then thej looked along the 
line of rood, aa a sailor wonld saj, ' fore and aft,' anxiona to aee 
some new object ; anything to ^veraify their dtill and nonoto- 
nans life. On this occasion there was a bnllock-team and iu 
driver, returning from the cam^, Sydney, whither they had gone 
more than a week ago, for provisiona. With these was a stranger, 
a conyiet, newly arrived in the colony, assigned aa bnsh-laboiirer 
to the bnllock-driver'B master, and now on the way with him to 
the setOer's station, ont in the &r-aw&y .bosh. One of the 
labourers in the chain-^ang and the new convict looked on e«ch 
other coldly, yet with instant recognition : they were brothera. 
The old lagg, who had been in the colony four or five year^ was 
the firat to apeak. • Hey, Jack ! ' said he. ' Well, Bill ! ' waa 
the nonchalant rejoinder. So, most likely, they would accoat 
each other in London, after only a week^ abaence. Bo they 
wonld, it waa said, have passed each other, only that there the 
bullock-driver had to stay for refreshment and rest, which 
afforded them an opportunity for a little interesting conversation. 
' How 's father 1 ' — ' Stopped,' was the laconic reply, meaning 
that he was hung. ' And mother }' — 'She^ in quod!' (in pri- 
son) ; 'and Poll' (his sister), 'how 's she 1' — 'On the town.' — 
' And Kit I ' (the other sister). ' She 's gone off with a soldier ! ' 
What atriking &mily-1ikeneaBeB \ — quite a family picture-.gal- 

"Atutralia, July lith, 1B43. 

" This is a singalar portion of the globe ; more so if what 
geologists say of it be true. Still, how far they have conjectured 
correctly of its cniataoeons condition, future researches ranst 
determine ; for as yet there has been, compwed with the reat of 
the earth, little close eitamination of it. Certainly, the decision 
of the learned aa it legaida Australia should canae ^1 good Euro- 
peans gravely to consider what they are doing, before they ventnre 
to set foot upon it ; most eapecially so, if it be only yet in its 
oolitic state, and has had — 

' a Bleep and m forgelting ; ' 

whilst the rest of the globe has had ita ahiveiing-fita, its fevers, 
and convnlaions, a much more advanced and full development, 
vegetable and aDima). If this be so, Australia must have had a 
sort of paralysia, which has detained it nearer the dawn of orga- 
nisation, or a lat«r in^cy, and is yet swathed in the swaddling- 
clothes of that late; birth. Its fishes in their structure may 
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eudly coTFCspond with the fossil ones of dim, distant ages ; and,- 
though not jet agceitainsd, its marmpial animals, too ; neTBTthe- 
less, it has Deen distorted connderably by volcanic action ; has 
in its boBonL vast mineral wealth ; althoDEh perhaps not socb ages 
of foBsil histoiy as are clearly recorded in the cruataceotut form- 
ations of the other and better known regions of the aartb. Jn 
this view of things, it is on awfal refiection, what a vast series 
of organic changes have yet tii take place in Anstrslia ; what 
suimals of lai^ structure have to be produced in it, and to 
deposit themselves, age after age, in a fossil state, before 1hi» 
behiud-hand, younger child of Nature has made up for lost time. 
This theoiy certaimy determines that colonisation in Australia's 
preset state is an intrusion ; that man is takiss precedence of 
animals which have yet to occupy, it. The whole histoiy of 
creation, shown in its vestiges, as far as they have been examined, 
clearly make it certain, and time and science unite to give the 
inhabitants of the new Aiutral world ' notice to quit.' Perhaps 
Adelaide, Melbourne, and Sydney will be destroyed ; oilier 
Mastodons, other immense Dinotheriums, must shake the earth, 
as they tread over the inhumed cities, in which our friend. Dr. 
Oreeves, with his geological hammer by his side, may sleep as a 
fossil intruder, for nges and ages, in the earlier tertiary n)nn»- 
tions. 1 trust that it may not be so ; that Acstralia has been, 
ages before the old-world animals appeared on the earth, and 
were deposited in it, an island ; that there were consequently 
none of those monsters in it ; that it has had its whole and fit- 
ting organic changes like the rest of the earth ; that it has had 
its monster kangaroos, and, 1- believe, bones of such were found 
in a cave in Wellingljin Valley ; at all events, larger than its 
present race. Still, if nothing will satis^ geoli^ta that Aus- 
tralia has undergone all the common organic changes, except the 
diacoveiy of the earth's universal fossil depositions, I trust they 
will ^et be found, and that we poor Anstralian people may be 
penmtted to sleep in security. 

" It has been sportivelv conjectured, so little does Australia 
resemble in its animal ana vegetable productions other countries, 
that it fell originally from the moon. Certainly, if so, it is 
recovering from the fall, as any one may trace on the beach of 
the southern coast, by Port Phillip Bay, There a vast space of 
the sandy shore is laid regularly, parallel with the waters, 
breadth after breadth, like broad-ploughed lands, where you msy 
clearly note how by low and high tides the sand has been left 
in just gradations, age after age, by the slowly hot surely leliriog 
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sAb. Yon Me at once that no Rodden elevation of the land has 
there taken place ; bnt yon have spread oat before yon the ulent, 
nnderiatiiig history of the lapse of centuries, written by an 
unerring pen, for yoQT observation and instmction. 

" Of DOT miner^ prodnctions I most say little, leaving them- 
to geol(^bta. Copper ore baa been found in Port Phillip ; and 
other mstak tiiere are, no doubt. Coal there is at Weatem 
Port, and will be found elsewhere when sought after, and when 
it is more needed. Qood freestone, gritstone, and sandstone, 
besides voleauc stone, are abundant, as the well-built and hand- 
some edifices in Melbourne and its vicinitj testify. Limestone 
of good qoality there is, also. Clay, for bricks, is liberally, dif- 
fused through the land. Becentlyj beds of slate have been dis- 
covered, but not in convenient situations. The bosom of the 
earth contains, if we may judge from what it has revealed, 
immense wealth. In some parts of the country there is, or has 
been, in the soU a petii^ng quality, converting wood into stone. 
Dr, Howitt has in his possession three kinds of wood thus 
mineralised ; all of them curians, especially the fossil red gum. 

" Of trees, (hose of the EuciJyptus class are the most gene- 
rally diffused and abundant. The red gum is gigantic in its 
pKportions, taking precedence of others, like the oe& in Britmn. 
niere is also the swamp guni, white gum, string bark, and the 
bos. The leaves of ^ these are willow-like, and thinly 
sprinkled over the trees, casting little shade. They have a dim 
and faded appearance. Nature is, however, jast ; where there is 
little shade, little is needed. As for as my own observation 
goes, the son in Australia, however fierce, does not compel beasts 
or birds to seek coolness under trees, but raises, by the rarifiea- 
tion of tha atmosphere, a breeze far more refreshing. The cedar 
is next in importance, for its timber. The she^iak, as it is 
called, is not an oak at all — rather a kind of pine, for it is covered 
over with cones ; and its pendant branches are gracefolly hung 
with leafless twigs, most like drooping masses of coarse hair. In 
some parts of the country you find this tree, and another kind 
of it, called the forest oak, with its twigs erect, the only kind of 
wood within the range of the horizon, where, grouped and scat- 
tered as it is, with the landscape undulated beautifully, the 
spectacle is grand enough. You do not regret the absence of 
other trees ; the vision is complete in itself ; it is rich beyond 
comparison. The wild cherry-tree, leafless also, is pea-green, 
and seems a moat beantiful, overgrown shrub. The mimosa. 
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fejnons for its hark, is Hm greenest tree in the Anstrali&h fareit, 
and anipriges yaxt, where it grows abaodantly, with its similarity 
to copses of yooDg oak. The silvery wattle ia uiother of our 
trees, remvliable for the exnbetance, beauty, and fragrance of 
its golden blossom ; the green watUe being only inferioi to it in 
these regpects. 

"Of ahrabs, my foyonritea are the Anstmlian hawthorn, 
covered over with very similar btoBeoms — in fact, for the Elijah 
it is a good snbstitnte ; the native indigo, with its purple ftowMS; 
and a kind of gorse-resembling shrub, never found by me before 
I saw it near Mount Macedon, with ita spines, and profusion of 
golden blossom. Of flowers, I may mention the orchifies hb a 
very beantiful and extensive class. One of them like a minia- 
ture datfodii, with its three and four yellow flowers on one foot- 
stalk. The Macquarrie arbor-vine has fleshy, periwinhle-like 
leaves ; its flowers, large clostets of seemingly sky-blue violets. 
Sun-dews, geraniuins, speedwells, convolvuluses, these are, 
the latter especially, very beantiful. Then, how many others 
there are new to the European visitor, that have no common 
appellation, only yet having been dubbed by modem scientific 
Adams witii learned names. 

" Our animals are too well known to need mention. Kanga- 
roos of three kinds, the largest sometimes weighing 140 lbs. 
This is called the forester, and is frequentlj^ as l^e as a yoow; 
heifer. The bush kanearoo is aboat the size of a sheep ; and 
the wallaby is a little larger than the hare. Other kangaroos 
there are, — the kangaroo-rat ; and the smallest — and a curions 
little animal it is — me kangaroo-mouse. 

" A recently- discovered animal there is in Gippalaiid — a kind 
of sloth, lu the stringy-bark forest is a small animal, called a 
bear ; perhaps it is the wombat. OposBums we have of several 
kinds. Wild-cats, too : the tiger-cat is as large bh the domestic 
cat. The other two kinds are considerably less, and with their 
sharp noses and keen ^larkling eyes much resemble ferrets. One 
of them is black, and Uie other a ruddy brown, both being pret- 
tily marked with white spots. Two varieties of fljing-sqnirrel 
only did I notice in Port Phillip ; others there may be. 'lliere 
ia^Bo a rat-like animal, with a swinish face, covered with mdd^ 
coarse hair, that burrows in the ground— the bandicoot. It is 
said to be very fine eating. 

" The whole of tke kangaroos, the mouse not excepted, are 
marsupial animals. All carry about with them in a bag or ponch. 
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from a very early sta^e of its formation, the young ; and con- 
tinue ao to do until it ia iar advanced tovu^ ita full growth. 
Of this class also are the opoasnms, flyine Bquirrels, wild cata,and 
bandicoot. The native dog U Australian, but is supposed to 
be originally an intruder, 

" The platypus, or duck-billed water-mole (Oniitliorhyncns 
Paradoxus), is a very singular animal, combinis^ in ita nature 
beast, bird, and fish. It is seldom to be seen in the daytime 
sporting in the water, save in very retired places. Up in the 
larra, near the Eastern Mountains, I have seen three andfonr at 
a time, keeping one position, with their heads against the stream, 
as if gathering their food in lie freshets. This curious creature 
lays eggs like the duck, hatches them in the same manner, and 
then suckles them like the mole. The.fore-legs are anned with 
■purs, it is said, that are poisonous. 

" Out largest birds are the pelican, the emu, and the black 
swan. The wild turkey, or more properly bustard, is a tine 
creature, sometintes weighing seventeen pounds. The eagles 
and hawks are noble birds ; the white hawk, peculiar to (his 
country I believe, is a most graceful bird. I never saw many of 
them together ; indeed, the first I saw, not knowing before of 
its existence, was a pleasant surprise. The lyre-bird'iives in the 
Port Phillip mountains. Of the other commoner birds, such aa 
I know 6y name I will mention : geese ; dncks, of Baveral bean- 
ttfal varieties ; divers ; coots, gorgeous creatures, sky-blue in 
plumage, with vermilion-coloured legs and bill, and part of the 
head ; the nankeen-bird, belonging to the heron tribe ; magpies 
of three kinda ; bronze-winged pigeons, bush and ground. 
Other varieties of the pigeon are found to (he east, in New 
South Wales. They have the avoset, too, bat I think it is not 
in Port Phillip. Theuativecompanioti is our tallest bird, a kind 
of ctane ; white, and also pied storks ; the bittern ; a large white 

Soonbill ; the jay or laughing iackass ; the crow, but no rook 
at I could hear of ; a snipe, large as the woodcock ; quails, 
half the size of English putridges, very much like partridge- 
chickens ; a very small water-hen ; herons ; the spnr-winged 
E lover ; the satin-bird ; the wattle-bird ; the soldier-bird ; the 
oneysncker; curlews; owls; the moth-owl, called the mor»- 
pork, a beautiful bird, similar to the dorhawk ; bell-bird, a green 
bird about the aiza of the green linnet, with yellow bill and !»■ ; 
the Idngfisher, two kinds ; swallows and martins, rather smafier 
than the European ; and swifts, that are not as they are colled 
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proTinoially in England, wjuealera, for, like (be Australiim lark 
and redbreast, they are silent ; parrota, very many variaties, 
ezQuiBitety beaatifal in shape and plumage ; cockatoOB, black 
and white ; the razor-giinder, fitly ho called from making a 
grinding noise sa it wavers in one position a foot or two from the 
ground ; the diamond-bird ; the titmoase. Moat of these I have 
made acqaaintance with ; but others there aie, a very numerous 
cstslogne, principally small birds, which 1 know by sight only. 
The coachman, or whip-bixd, ho called from its note resembling 
the crack of a whip. 

" We have many a peal of bella mng for our entertainment, 
if we have none in churches, by the bell-frogs ; but a much live- 
lier peal by the bell-birds. Many a one has been startled from 
his maaings by the crack of a whip, but on looking round with 
snrprise has seen nothing but a bird. In like manner the person 
for the firat time hearing the razor-grinder fancies he hears a 
whizz that sends sparks out of the stone, and is astonished that 
the sound is made by a bird. 

" The winter in England is oftentimes a bond of social union, 
drawing closer together the lords of the creation and the &ee deni- 
zens of the woods and wilds, between whom there exists little good- 
fellowship in the more genial seasons of the year. Wood-pigeons, 
hares, pheasants, and partrid^s, visit village gardens and form- 
yards, displaying little of their customary wilturess, being tamed 
by the severity of the weather. Still there are household crea- 
tures, whose sociality is not the result of suffering or experience, 
bnt ^parently the act of neighhonrly feeling ; co-inheritors of 
the same loc^ities ; instinctively confidential ; and hallowed in 
the light of ancient usaee ; a kind of sub-tenantiy, who charm 
us into good hnmour by their social neighbonrnood, and pay 
their quit-rents with songs and pleasant fiittings to and ftv. 
Bedbr^ists, swallows, and martins ; the former our winter, and 
the latter our summer, household familiar Mends. And th» 
house-sparrow, tolerated for his pleasant impndence. 

" Bnt if winter in England is a collector and uniter, it is also 
a severer and disperser. The flowers disappear ; Ihe leaves 
drop away ; and amongst other birds of the migratoiy kinds, 
swulows and martins assemble and vanish. In Australia the 
martins and swallows are with us all the year, perpetually skim- 
ming to and fro, owing to the similarity of the seasons, with 
abundance of insect food ; there being in fact no long contina- 
ance of severe weather. 

" 1 have been reminded of these things to-day by ebserring — 
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and how pleuBotly English it looked !— more th&n a doiMi mar- 

tin-ueBta, stuck familiarly in a. row, nnder tlie exvee of the el^ant 
Clob-hoose in Flinders Street, Melbourne. Perhaps the birds weim 
onlj' imitating the gentlemen of Fort Phillip, who meet then 
together in the most agreeabte fellowship. 

" How strance, that these old denizens of the primeval foiesU 
ahenld at once become social, ImitatiDg onconBcionslj their anti- 
podean kindred I Where coald they build preyiauslv 1 is the 
natural qneiy. Not certainly nnder the eaves of the olack-fel- 
low^ honse, bnt where they would have to diapate and divide 
posaeBsion with opossums, toans, bats, and owls, in old hollow 



ta^ than the Dativs's reason ; they build a 
miom, and have benefited, which he has not done, by the 
coming of a sapeiior kind of house-builder." — (From MS. Not&- 
J3oftt,?a». 15rt, 1843.) 

" Of reptiles I must say a little. Snakes we have of three 
kinds, all of them deadly ; black, brown, and diamond. Others 
there are said to be ; a green snake and the death-adder. I 
never saw more than three kinds, and was satisfied. The 
death-adder, if in Port Phillip at all, is for n(»iJi. These are a 
danfferons pest, for they often lie nnder your feet, and seem too 
careless to move away. They enter hoases, too, and have been 
fonnd even in beds. Still you hear of few deaths occasioned by 
them. When we had been here but a few weeks, I one day 
near tbe cottage saw our dogs walking stiffly about with bristling 
bur ; the birds screaming, and darting down to one particular 
place. I went towards it, and there saw coming with the moat 
stately deliberation, a large black snake, his head raised about 
six inches from the ground. He appeared to be inqnisitive 
^u>t change bad taken place in his old haunts, and what kind 
of innovatoiB we were. I stepped back, and fetching the gnn, 
answered him promptly. He was nearly six feet long, and the 
' ume number of inches in girth. 

" Scorpions I never saw but two % but of tarantulaa— (Had- 
t«fqp», as the people call them — these were of immense size, in 
abundance. Towards dnsk ther came out, and crawling on the 
windows, fly-catching ; a few of soch drab-coloured giant spiden 
would cover a large pane. 

" Of insect nuisances, the ants are of all others the worst. 
Those of the large black uid red kinds, tliongfa vicious, and pain- 
ful with their stings at wasps, are more eamly guarded apinot 



331 AUBTBALIAK HOTE-BOOK; 

Uian the myrutbi bejond all calcniation of Hmaller ones. They 
viuted na eveiy day, rainj ooes oulj excepted, and the caval- 
cade, like a black line, of comers and goen, might be traced far 
away into the bush. Their place of resort, next to their own 
nest, was the safe in which meat was kept, or the sngat-bag. 
They are not sach peats in hiick or stone dwellings as in wood 
ones, sach aa oais, To keep them oat of the house, we poured 
kettles full of boiling water on them ; we abo tried pepper, and 
hot ashes : it was in vain, and we grew sick of the e]aaghi«r. 
We mispeaded our safe by a string from the cottage-roof : it suc- 
ceeded for a few days ; then down from the roof by the string 
&ey came in millioiis. At length we tarred the string, and the 
safe was no misnomer. When weaned, often far away in the 
bush, wanting to rest, I have looked on tree after tree, lying 
along the ground ; bnt so tlirouged were they with highways and 
by-ways of the aot nations, it was impossible to sit down. 

" Yoa are sometimes startled hy the serrate-backed, ashy^ 
colonred guanas, that lie still, uear you ; then, when they move, 
go with a scuffle to the nearest tree, on the bark of which, from 
^mitarity of colour, they are scarcely discerned. Lizards of all 
sizes roll about in abundance — the largest kind six or eight 
inches in girth, and about a foot long. It will stay in yonr path 
for you to touch it with your stick, and will open a wide, dis- 
gusting, sky-blue mouth, and bite very pettishly. I believe it 
is harmless." 



"Auairatia, /an.'iblh, 1S44. 

" We have been busy for the last week or two, preparing to 
quit this far-away connby — this wrong side of the world ; but 
nrtane, or the demon of perver^ty, who have many a time and 
oft before given us hard rubs, are not content that we should 
depart without a stirmp-cup memento of their spirit ; thus, when 
we most anxiously desire fine weather, the winds beat up big 
drums in the west, and bring up rain over the land incessantly. 
The com, by this rain and the warmth of the weather, has grown ' 
in the sheai sooner than in England yon would imagine. 

" My nephew has only been able to get 2». 6d. per bushel for 
his barley, as it had been stained by the insects ; for his wheat, 
4f. We disposed of our bullock-team, the beasts, dray, &c., 
which cost na 90^., for (some of the beasts were lost) 13/. I 
must name a few prices of farm implements. Drays, two years 
ago, were 28?., now, 8/. or 10/. ; ploughs, 21. to 3/. ; harrows', 
32», to 21. per pair ; working bidlccka, 6/. per pair ; yoke and 
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bows, 10«. i bullock chains, Bi. each ; horses, 10/. to 20/. each ; 
new calved cows, If. 10s. to 21. 10a., the calves given in ; fiheep, 
6s. per head ; mixed herds of cattle, 1/. per head. 

"Price of farm produce :~Oaten hay, 11. 10». to W. 10*.; 
bailey, 2t. 6d. to 3a. 6d. per bushel ; oat^, do. U. 6d. loSs. ; 
wheat do., 3», M. to 4*. ; coloniaJ cheese, 8d. per lb. ; butter 
do., 6i. to 9t/. ; potatoes, 2t. 6iJ. per cwt. i matton, Hd. ; beef, 
1 Ja. per lb. Wages ; — Domestic seirants, 8/. to 12/. i labourers, 
15/. to 20/. per anuom, and rations ; mechanics, anything they 
can get, when they can get employment." 

" Ant&alia, March 19lA, 1814. 

" We have taken our passage for England. This may reach 
yon (by another vessel) if we do not. On shipboard 1 had a feeling 
again of Old England ; felt indeed as though I were already in 
the London Docks. I tamed on the sand to look at the goodly 
ship, which is to carry us over the ocean ; add then fancied 1 
cotdd hear the seamen chanting merrily some national ditty. 
Here, in onr temporary abode, in Spring Street, Melbourne, which 
is yet only half a street, bavins the bush before us, where all is 
tranquillity above and aronnd, I fancy again I hear the same 
Glnun ; it most be this : — 



' Why keep ne dl this canvu furiedP 
Wliy, dead to jo^, tbua linger here ? 
There'a but one hame o'er all the world ; 
Homh 1 for Engbuid let at steer. 
' OreKt Ce«i, who such tealg bad done. 
Thought nothing of them dl, 'tis dear, 
Till he one little isle had won ;— 
Humh '. for Engluid let ue Btcer. 
' Nipoleon, long to bittlei nnd. 

Who coEK|iiei«d u&tionBr jcu by yeu ; 

To conquer Britain long time muBod : 

Hurr^ I for England let \a ■teer. 

■ It! >hlpi ore in a thououid porta. 

It! nunc the ftrthest wilds reiere ; 

Waves tie iu walls, and Love its fbrtt ; 

BamCa 1 for England let us steer. 
' Our little isle, an halcyon'! nest, 

Humli! for England lot ui iloer.'" 
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Oh the SOtli of March, 1S44, 1 left, in the Aden for London, 
the Heads of Port Phillip, after four days' liiigering uid illnew in 
the bay. The winds not being altogether favonm>le cmaed the 
delay ; and the change of (empeiatDre — from warm to cold, h'om 
land to water — an attack, after three years' good health, of 1117 
colonial enemy, the dysentery. Sea-sickness I had not, nor ever 
had. Good health soon retnmed, however, and was mine the 
whole voyage. 

1 did not leave Australia without regret : some fibres of the 
affections, if not roots^ had strack deep into the alien soil. In 
my heart I bade an affectionate farewell to the not always gentle 
and friendly Yarra ; to the one small cottage on its bankB-^^^nlr 
tranquil home of many seasons, and endeared to ns^t and its 
fewsurrounding fields — by toil anddifficaltieB,as the child of our 
indnstry in the waste wilderness. Ties of kindred there were, 
too ; likewise kindred spirits, which had sympathised with qs, 
and with whicti we had sympathised ; and for these, in my 
heart there lived, and w^re now breathed forth, warm wishes ana 
wann farewell benedictions. 

But I am growing serious— as farewells aenerally are. The 
land of Anstr^ta was receding^ the land of blacks, black snakes, 
black fish, and black potatoes ; all of them, say the natives, very 
excellent eating ;* to the quality of the two latter only I can 
bear witness — the land of kangaroos, fleas, and grasshoppers, 
which jump abundantly, thoogh not vrith my inclmationa— -the 
land where trees sink and atones swim ; where the birds dreg* 
veiy handsomely — very angels in their plumage, but at the 
antipodes in their voices — the land where Whitsnntide wraps 
herself in a woollen mantle, forsaken of daffodils, peonies, and 
lilacs ; whilst Father Christmas cools himself witu a fan ander 
verandahs, wreathing bis sunburnt brows with summer blossoms, 
and dressed in the finest of fine linen — the land which, as God 
made it, is a fine land ; where whatever there is in it miserable is 
mostly of man's making^a land of abundance of food ; wherein 
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there is room and rest for the elbowed and o'erwesried of the 
densely-populated old Earopean Dations, when they ghail be per- 
mitted to tasU it — a.landj wonderM in ita infancy and ^gantic 
in its promise. 

'a die afternoon from our aight; uid in the 
, than which, aa ( 
none are more appropriate, 1 hade a< 

"Manntaius blue, and meloi-tliuW Btieuat." 

The Mary Lkyd, of Liverpool, had followed na from Port 
Phillip Bay, and seemed dispoaed to sail with as in amicabls 
compaaiotuihip. Some few hours ahe had been satisfied to follow ; 
now she came forwajd and sailed with na ia on even conrae. 
We had heard that onr captain wa« a sea-Jehn, a furious sailer, 
and we rather wondered at the complacency with which he took 
her appioaches. It was only for a short time, however, Uiat ha 
dallied : other sails soon fluttered to the breeze ; our compsoion 
soon lost that friendly relation — was gradually left, and the neit 
day was behind too fat for our obaerration. 

We saw in the evening the north-east point of Van Diemeu'a 
[And— sailing betwixt it and Flinders' Island. We saw witli 
great interest the high mountains in the latter, from which one 
of the natives of the former, there expatriated, had had hia owh 
country p<Hnted out to him, and towards which, with outstretched 
luniB, and a voice toned by the deepest melancholy, he exdumod, 
" Jfr country ! my country 1 " 

Never were there more propitious gales, never finer suling, 
than tell to our lot for three or foor days as we left the Straits 
Mid aped on proaperooBly towards the islands of New Zealand. 
A change we experienced too soon ; stiff winds sending us sadly 
too mnchto tlie sonth-west. Then came a dead calm of a week's 
continuance. Then, with gentle breezes, we went softly forward, 
speaking with two vessels ; one, the Enterpriie from Hobart 
Town, the other, the Adelaide from Laonceston ; both, like us, 
bound for London. Both were brigs — small crafts compared 
with ours i of not more than half the tonnage. Yet adventorouE 
indeed they were ; for they had to traverse the wintry r^ona of 
storma and icebergs, and had to contend with that Uon on the 
ocean path— Cape Horn. 

What I have to say of the voj^age from this part of the 04»an 
will be best given in a letter, writt«ii long afterwarda, bat which 
1 had no importunity of forwarding. 
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At tea, near Rio Janeiro, Jtme 17th, 1844. 

Ta GoDFur HowiTT, H.D., ifEfixntrM, Port pXilUp. 

Dbir BeoiaBBy — Haviiig now been on board the Aden twelve 
-weeks, and having made bat iniBerable progress conqtared with 
what we erpected, it will indeed be vety long bdoie yon can 
receive iDteUigence of our arrival in England ; more especially 
so, if tike remaining portion of our vojage prove as tedious as the 
first. On this account I judged yon wonld like to hear of as 
from this part of the world, ehoold there be a ship for jonr port 
inlUo. 

We are here contrary to the intention of oor capt^n, who is 

Ging into lUo veiT moch against his will ; the winds having 
ft ns no alternative, nnlem that bj going eastward we would 
consent to complete thus, for no purpose, the circle of the 
BOO them hemiBphere. 

We are off Cape Frieo, on which is the lighthoose, at the 
elevation, it ia said, of 16,000 feet. We first saw the light on 
the evening of the ISth, at about 11 p.m. ; at 18, we bouted 
■hip and went back four hours ; after which the captain again 
tried to retrace his way to the light, but being driven forty miles 
to leeward, by winds and currents which ran here strongly, we. 
are to-day working hard to rnake ap lost sea-way. 

We have met on the voyage with delays many and vexations ; 
have lost moch time through calms and head-winds ; have had 
some timber blown away also in heavy sqaalls : the sail-maker, 
as well as the carpenter and joiner, has been well employed. 
Fortunately, we have lost no masts ; although yards, fore and 
main, and iwoms, thick aa a man's middle, have gone in pieces, 
snapping like smalt sticks. 

We went southerly to latitude 57°, and when we were in the 
latitude of Cape Hom our longitude was 165° 6' east. We then 
run off the east lon^tude to 188°, and from 186° the west loiwi' 
tnde to 7(f to Cape Hom ; conseqnently, we sailed in tne 
winterly region of the sonthem hemisphere 125°. On went the 
ship, day luter day, and week after week — all of it cold, dim, 
dismal weather. Onward for ever were we blown by the same 
strong wind ; the son and moon and stars seldom visible, or seen 
as are weeping eyes ; the air tempestuous, and driving before it, 
with a wau and whistle, rain, sleet, hut, and snow — drifting to 
comers winterly heaps, and glueinc ice to ropes and shrouds. 
Many of the stoutest seamen nad <£ilbIainB on their hands and 
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feet; 

wet and cold to their hammocks 
dition. The ahip-bova — sod nag it for them, with their red-raw 
bare feet, walking tbe wet decks, or climbing the icj ri^ng. 
Some of them alank into their berths and lay there for aayg, 
firelesB and foodless ; not to be compelled thence bj hanger or 
bj threatened pnnishment. Some were Beriously ill, and others 
feigned it to Bhaa the cold ; bo much so that it was feared we 
should lack sofficient men for the management of the ship ; 
and " the Cape Horn fever" became a proverbial byword. 

When dissipated young men are, as a last reBouice^ pnt 
^prentice (some of them of good familiss) to the sea-service in 
our merchsiit vessels, little know affectionate mothers what 
their children mnst nndergo. They have all the roughest duties 
to perform, the dirtiest work to do, and the worst of food to eat ; 
all this fttlla to their lot, mthout the ma^ex; nay, they have to 
pay preminms for their manjr and supereminent s«a mvanta^et. 

The sea, too, like other prisons, is a poor school of morality ; 
and must continue so whilst the scale of rewards and punish- 
menta is gn^. If a seaman does anything meritorious he gets 
additional grog ; and for any dereliction of duty the outcry is 
inrariably, " Stop his grog.' For grog, many a sailor will do 
tuiything and suffer anything ; it ia hia heaven. Yet, amongst 
seamen 3'ou meet occasionally with men of other temperament — 
sober, thoughtful men, who are great leaders in tbe holiday of 
trade-winds, very chatty abont seaman-cmft, and who, from 
having seen much of land and sea— much of novel climes and' 
dtnationa, are veiy companionable. How enthusiastic are these 
about sea novels 1 and their especial favourites, 1 found, were 
the " Land and Sea Tales," " Jem Bunt," and Captain Marrvatt'a 
" Poor Jack." That I knew personally the " Old Sailor, and 
conld tell them a little of his history, raised me wonderiuJly in 
the estimation of these leading tars. Good fellows are they, 
isatiy of them — kind-hearted, full of cheerfalneBS and hope. 

Now, from seamen let ns retuin to the sea and its icebergs. 
The first of these we saw on the 1st of May ; a most enormous 
one, and of vast altitude. My old and common idea of icebergs 
was that of immense plains, or undalated fioating masses, but a 
little raised above the sur^e of the water. I did not expect a 
grand spectacle of snowy mountains crowned with torrets, like 
uiose of old gigantic castles, snow-mantled, or with snowy cones, 
domes, and pinnacles, and mimicking farm-houses or other 
buildings. It is a pore and astonishing sight, and filled nS 
mutely with admiialion ; one day we saw eleven of them. Only 
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to think, Qa.t thej had been floating there, Euad thiu, from the 
creation— temples of puritj Etod silence, moTisg on qoiet bb 
eternity, unconscious of wars and earthquakes, untroubled hj 
coDToMoiu of the earth or amongst mankind, waxing a little in 
the winter and wnnins a little in the gnnuner, whilst handreds 
of miUions of manldnd had risen ont of the earth and rank into 
it, — BB waves beat idlj upon their bases, to W away again. 

11 was anything but pleaaont, when in the night-wa(«he* we 
awoke from fitfal slnnibers, to bear, as we did constantly, the 
look-oat (and there was a double one kept) exclaiming, "Iceberg 
on the lee bow," " Icebeig to windward," " Iceberg r^t s--heaa, 
Bir [ " Then our anxiety was increased by the energy of the 
captain's or mate's voice, as their commands grew londer and 
quicker, as " Loof^, lough, loogh I " and other OTdere repeated 
umoet breathlessly. There was on many occamons great dan^r 
from detached pieces of ice ; more so than from the laige white 
masses, aa the latter were more plainly seen. It was a fearful 
time for all on board ; most bo in the dark nights ; and our situ- 
ation was dangerous enough when, as it occnired three times, we 
were driven along by stiff, squally winds. Daiknen, gales, and 
icebergs form a rather Herious mixture. 

What a contrast is the present weather with the past. Cape 
Frieo and Cape Horn 1 This has been a most delicious day : fr^ 
the earliest dawn the sky was covered with the loveliest clouds, 
warmed with the richest tints. Vast ranges of mountains are 
in prospect, with here and there solitary hills of great balk, 
risiiig steeply from the sea ; and rocky capes, with their snug 
cores and nays. Also, there are four vessels in sight, indications 
of the neighbouring port. 



altogether, for I can no longer keep from the fresh air and anima- 
tion on deck. 

June ISth. — Another day. We have had a calm, and now the 
wind comes a-head ; we are, if either, gone back since yester- 
day. No entering the port until to-morrow, if then. An araagfi 
has floated by the ship : a kind of hint of what sort of coontiy 
we are approaching. Is it only fancy, or do we really inhale 
the fragrance of citron and orange groves 1 

We are vexed and tantalised Ungering thna near the land. 1, 
however, rejoice that we have been compelled, however roughly, 
to put into port ; if the result be a glimpse of a new region, an 
opportunity of traversing Rio Janeiro and its neighbourhood. 

Who that saw the snn rise tliis morning, all the softest ver- 
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nilioa uid gold dilhiMd orer the heaveDS ; the air bland ; the 
«ea rippling like lilver ; wonld think that we were in the neigh- 
boBrhood of negro slayeTy,— of man tiadine in the flesh and blood 
of man 1 To me such maaifestationi of Uie Almighty's pre- 
sence, in earth, and skr, and ocean, seem ^naht with a benig- 
nant inflaence, a liberajiaine ^irit ; as thongh uie glow of rigiitg 
and Betting sans shonld melt into the gentlest feeling of fellow- 
hMd all hamui nature. Bnt bo it is not, for man and nature aia 
indeed different. 



191k. — A fine dawn landgWhatis new, we have not gone back- 
ward. 1 began to think onr sailing quite a Penelope affiur; nn- 
weaving at night the web of oar daj^s progress. We nave been be- 
calmed; now thebreezeiafreHheningfavourBbly foroB. We expect 
to be in Bio this afternoon. Before oa, and on the Btarboard-bow, 
are vast alpine range*, with summits of Tarions ontline, cleaving 
the clear heavens far above the long stiips of silky, fawn-colonred 
clouds. What a warm, gorgeons sonset we had last night ] the 
earth, the heavens, and the ocean steeped in the richest colouring. 

We are in Rio harbour. We passed at the entrance three 
small beautiful islands, having on onr left the conical hill called 
the Sngar-loaf, and on the right the first of three well-fortified 
forte. I have not seen the l&es of Switzerland, sorrounded by 
their magnificent moonttun scenery, bnt they cannot possibly 
■nipasi the giandenr and the grace of this. Not only is the bay 
divided romantically into several hays h^ the loveliest sprink- 
ling of fair isles, bat on aU hands are hilLs of various t«nes of 
colouring^ rising up distinctly, crowned with their white chapels, 
mouBilenes, and chnrcbes ; the background rising more boldly 
into vast alps, clotlied with a rich drapery of clouds, with fleecy 
masses sleeping in the deep alpine hollows ', then in the pare 
heavens, far beyond all strata of clouds and mists, what j^ramids, 
duup wedges, and domes, rise upwards ; how grandly, bow sub- 
limely ! All the beauty of all the scenery T have ever seen, and 
more — for I have seen nothing so vast— is here concentrated. 
Matlock, Dove-dale, the English lake scenery, are here more 

Scefully represented, and made more fascinating by the grace- 
Sprinkling of tropical shrabs and trees. This must be, as it 
is generally admitted, the noblest harbour in the world, and as it 
T^rds scenery, the grandest panorama. There are subjects br 
fif^ splendid pictures, bom the present position of oar ship, 
Sowv of houses, mostly whUe, hne the Bay. We have cast 
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anchot, the new moon and Veung brightly looking bn. Now 
the evening fires of San Sebastian in a row line ihe shore, 
remia<liiig na of Bii^ton as seen from the sea. A little fiirttieT 
up the bay, and on the opposite side, is a lesser line of lights, 
those of Ria Orande. 

20th. — This morning the Braidhan metropolis has been gazed 
npon by Terr inquisitive eyes. Its appearance interested ns 
much i its religious edifices, one of which with a modem anti- 

Siity appeared in mins, the Palace, and the general aspect of 
e city delighted us, aeen from the vessel. Towards the shore 
dtywajdi, were throngs of crafts ; near us were Bcatt«^ abont 
canoes, with their two and three negroes in each of them, flitting 
to and fro by the help of paddles ; one, and sometimes two, in 
each canoe fishing. Then, beyond us, apparently in the farther 
division of the harbour, arose what a goodly forest of masts ! 
Men-of-war, of many European nationi, and American, too. 
Jvlerchant vessels there were almost innumerable, representatives 
of the commerce of all lands. Genteel, slim, Frentl officers, we 
saw in their war-ships ; btuff Admiral John Bull in others ; and 
not the least satisfied with himself, and with bis eagle and 
many stars of hberty, Jonathan, who beats all other nations in the 
bnild of his ships for lightness and fleet sailing "bya long chalk." 
We went on shore, and soon found— 

" 'Tvsa diittmce lent eachaiitmeDt to the view ; " 

for on entering the city, we were mnch disappointed with it. 

The generality of the buildings are dull and heavy ; the streets 
narrow and dirty. There seems a great scarcity of glass in many 

5 laces ; many of the shops having no windows, but high open 
oois, at which are displayed all Hnds of the richest merchan' 
dise. The aspect and dresses of the whole people had a kind of 
ancientnesB abont them, The carriages in which the richer 
inhabitants roll about hang apparently in leather springs ; whilst 
the draya and carts, drawn by negroes, tnak«, by their dumsiiiesa 
of wheels fixed loosely on their ides, the oddest kind of vacil* 
lating motions^ and the lettering of names completes the drollery ; 
letters of all sizes, and falling ^1 ways. 

The inhabitants themselves are a motley generation, — from the 
ohve complexion of the Brazil-Portuguese, all shades included, 
to the bright ebony of the slaves. The city is a fao-simile of 
the old continental ones ; only with the added dirt and dait- 
ness of negro slaveiy in it. Mules and their riders ; slaves in 
gronps, with loads of coffee on their heails, moring briskly 
through the Bb'eets, tuning their motions to a song ; negro women 
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euTfiiig OB their heads \atge wide baskets of fniit ; &nd otLer 
negro women st&nding along tlie streets, with their stalls and 
heaps of oranges, plantains, and other tropical luxuries, are the 
ohjecla which eyerywhete claim your attention. Oor greatest 
treat next to seeing from one of the moantaing the beantinil bay, 
with its i^es, hills, and shippiog, and the town boned in trees 
iiung with golden fruit, was the great entertainment we had in 
seeing shop after shop full of the splendid birds ef this part of 
the world ; and their feathers, mannfactnred by Hie ntins into 
the most exqcisite bnds and bloBsoms. I shall neyei foiget the 
purity and beauty of those least artificial of artificial Cowers. 
Solomon moat indeed have let in the bees to have aided his 
decision aa to theii sweetness and reality. 

Our ereat exaltation in these things won howevei soon 
feoberised ; for we paid a visit to the city alangfater-hoDse. 0, ye 
flesh-pots of Egypt and Port Phillip, what a sight was that ! 
Some fifty or more of the leanest of lean beasts were there slain. 
" What for I " — Sorely only for the skins, or to save them from 
dying of starvation. We that day dined on fish ; for neither in 
the whole city of deUcioua oranges and bananas was Uiere & bit 
of good beef oi mutton, or a good potato. 

The negro dirtiness, the want of good animal food, and of onr 
favourite vegetables, caused lU to r^ect with no small satlsbC' 
tion on the land which we had left, and on onr nurse, kind, bene- 
ficent, abnndantly-ble«sed, ancestral Encland. 

Another spectacle, too, made tbe delicacies and grandenr 
abont as poor : we saw a negro, old and blind, grinding in a 
mill. All the misery of slavery seemed in that one object con- 
centrated. I moved on, saddened by the seiue of Sampson's 
blindness and of this, repeating to myself — 

*^ A little onwArd lend tlij guiding Tund 
To IhoH dark gtept — a little further oc' 

One object we saw in Rio that reminded ns, after fern years' 
forgetfnlneas of snch beings, that there were beggars in the 
world ; and the only beggar which wa saw there, was a purple, 
pimple-faced Englishman, — an incorrigible vagabond. 

Other Englishmen we saw, of a different stamp,— plain, hard- 
working Cornish miners, just arrived, a large company of them, 
going up into the country five hundred miles, to the mines of 
this new region. They knew us at once, as we them, for 
Englishmen. Whilst we talked to them, he of the purple &ce. 
wiuk lamentationsof beggai7,pnt in his claims for acqnamtance. 

Shall I forget that we entered cloiaten and olu^li, one of 
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them duuieied with tlte fomtdation of the city ; the rojal chapel 
net the lea«t splendid 1 Shall I oTeipasa the teaselaled tD&rbla 
Alton, over which wa were cDorteovsly led bjr the most attcmtiv* 
of religioug people, and where angels with profusion of goMoi 
wings, and holy mothers and children, all veiy eostly images, 
impresBed as wi^ the wealth of the land, bnt not with the 
taste of the people ? Yei, these I can only just gUnee at, and 
at the PaUce, immense, bat unintereBting. — Adiea, tobib, Ac- 
B. H. 
The faesTT squall ofF the River Plate, which broke at one fell 
swoop the pinions of onr fore and main winga, leaving bb to drift 
at the mercy of wind sud wave day after day, like a wounded 
bird, towards the South American coast, lengthened onr voyage 
at least a month. Soon after that c^amitooa drciuna(«nce, 
there ocooired on board, 



One of onr paaaengers, a Colonel W — , had serred his conntiy 
in TaiiooB elimes for thuiy-nins years ; nine of them in Indian 
Hia eldest son, following in his steps, had embraced that profes- 
sion alao, and was in the service of the East India Company . 
His other and yoanger son, wh«n he had been oat to Acstralia 
to settle there, was located on a creek, a tribatary of the Gonl- 
bnni. Then it was, after two years' residence, that he perceived 
hie constitution beginoius to give way, and bis thoeghts tntned 
anzioasl^ to the home of his youth, when being enconraged by 
bis physicians, who assored him. it was possible he might endnis 
the voyage, he determined to re-visit Ireland, set his a^rs in 
order, and expire in the arms of his only danehter, left solitaiy 
in the paternal mansion. When on board, dnnng a few brOliant 
days that we were becalmed to the sonth-west of New Zealand, 
supported by his faithfol servant Mickey, he left his cabin, and 
sat m the cheery sunshine on the quorler-dech. Thence we sped 
altnig, driven on, day after day, and week after week, towards 
the Simth-pole — and in the rough weather the veteran was no 
laon seen. On we went through the Southern Pacific—Bome- 
times surrounded by numerous and immense icebergs— driving 
amidst them thmu^ storm and darkness — a sublime, yet dan- 
gerotu situation. We were plenteously visited by rain, hail. 
Meet, and snow — in that winterly region. Again, after round- 
ing Cope Horn, after passing the Falkland Isles, we were 
approadiing the mora genial atmosphere of tropical latitudes ; 
and once more the grey-headed warrior, resting his hand on 
Hickey's shoulder, came forth, and basked in the sunshine of the 
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qnartar-deck. In that weary, chilly, and anxioDB time, how 
mucb he wat changed for the wotbo ! Pale, thin, and haggard- 
looking, yon felt he conld not snrvive long. A^ain he was con- 
fined to his cabin, grew gradnally worse, and expired in the night 
of the 6th of June. Intelligence of his death spread swiftly and 
sadly through the veasel. Early orders were given by the cap- 
tain that the whole crew Hhould be neatly dressed, and orderly 
attend at noon the fiineral on the qnarter-deck. At twelve the 
ship's bell was leisniely and soleronly tolled, and fonr seamen 
earned the corpse from the cnddy, on a portion of the hatchway- 

S, sewn DP in canvas, and covered wiuithe ship's colonra for a 
I, On the gangway of the lee-side of the ship the body was 
placed ; a numerons, reverent, and respectable asseinblage sur- 
rounding it ; whilst the beautiful and impressive burial service 
was most appropriately read by a venerable Scottish gentleman, 
Mr. Erskine, of Alva. The momina; bad been bright, the wind 
gentle, the sea softly glittering in the snn. Now, in the deep 
silence, md the sound of that one only voice,— 4he sun as if pur- 
posely retired behind a cloud ; (he wind sighed amongst the 
cordage ; the verr sea-birds, petrels, and albatrosses, seemed to 
move about the snip od noiseless pinions, in that profonnd hush 
of the intensely solitaiy ocean. Haw powerfully were impressed 
upon yon during this scene the mysteries of life and death! 
Alwaya seemed to me most snhlime and touching the church 
hnrial-service, even where the stir of life is densest in thronged 
towns ; solenmly beantifol in the homely niral quiet of countiy 
charchyards ; but at sea, when human life seems a thing of acci- 
dent — the plaything of wind and wave— how infinitely more 
impressive. At the words, "we therefore commit hia body to 
the deep," there was a sndden motion of the hatcbway-top ; 
a chilling sensation wae felt bv all present ; and the body was 
laonched into the ocean. A lady on the poop saw the body float 
on the water for a moment, then disappear for ever. Powerfully 
impressed by the circumstances of this foneral, I composed 
almost immediately the following poem : — 

THE SOLDIER FINDS A SEAUAn's OBAVG. 
Athinl for feme, hit natiTB coaat 

He left for India's huraiog stnnd. 
To comtnt iritb the aliell hoat, 

With dauntlen heart and deipcnte hand. 
Often he fought, aa often he 

Retuined irith joy that viDtory ffm. 
Who ben thto daj, on tlie lone aea, 

Hm nmk into a aBamaji'i grave. 
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Wben thick (he bolM of dath mn apea; 

When men in featcring he^ii vere ■tjrcvi 
Uiwathfld 'inidBt BGormi of carnage dr«ul, 

He ufe nturnsd unto hit own. 
Returned with Fame to Love — to be 

Of Love uid Fuae (he Ueaed iUtb ; 
Who here this day, on the lone uo, 

Hu found at length a leaman'e gnie. 

The hoDoun paid to young ud old. 

To wanion dead, he muat fcncgo : 
The dnun in mouTDful nteaauTea rolted— * 

The march, the musk dirge-like elov : 
Hii comrsdee umed, his ctarger led, 

Round M'hicb wsj'b trappings aadlj wave ; 
Wilh the liBl tiibutfl to the dead — 

How different &onx the aeamaa^a grave I 

BeloTcd w» the who haOed him lord. 

And bleaa'd were those who called him ui 
The eharen of his featire board. 

The hnghtenent of hta evening fire; 
But jeara gtide on, and &at will flee 

The things we most would bins and save, 
Aa weU he knew who on the sea 

This iiy hae found a Beaioan's gnve. 

And what are love or fame to him 

Alone upon the sea who diet : 
Wbere none support the languid limb — 

With none to chne the dying ejet? 
Hifl kindnd he no m«e may no, 

Divorced from love by wind and waw ; 
Unmoiun'd, unwept of ^ where he 

The loldier flnda a teaman'a gnve. 



A DIOKESSION, 
Hany poetfl have sung about the J07 of gti^i ^ though reallj 
there were some pleasnre in it ; othsTs decltu^ that " imr sweetest 
Bonga are those which tell of saddeBt thoaght," and it joay be so. 
No wonder, then, that mnrders can be extremely intereatdng in 
the relation, and (hat shipwrecks have great cont«Dtmetit in 
them for the world generally : sailors have a difierent idea of 
them. Still after any danger, 01 dniing a gfie, the working 
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of the sea seemed to sbake loose all tbeir stormy recoIlecUoDS. 
One had been on board a whaler for jears, and had growa 
familiar with other daDgtra besides dupwreck ; another had hia 
storj of pirates, and after robbeiy of wreck ; and of being taken 
insensible from a floating fragment of a mast, after three days' 
contention with wind and wave, Even the ship-boys had known 
^reat sea hardships, and had survived (one could scarcely believe 
it) many youthful comrades, swallowed by the remorseless deep. 
I fancied myself, when surrounded by these narrators — this 
remnant spared by the great battle of the sea — to have seen, and 
known, and endured nothiiu. I bad found the ocean quite 
another element, and had, indeed, circled it for little. The 
poem of " The Shipwreck" would seem dull to us were it not 
enlivened by the fact that the author of it was afterwards lost at 
aea. Half of the charm lineering about the " Faery Queen" is 
the great satisfaction you feel that the other half of the poem 
was lost in the Irish Channel. Camoens, too, imparted a great 
interest to " The Lnsiod" by swimming with it to the land ; 
saving it at ouce from the ocean and Lethe. I felt, on consider- 
ing these things, that I was rather unfortunate in not being 
shipwrecked, as it would have added considerably to the charm 
of this narrative, and to the reader's satisfaction. We will have 
oar shipwreck, nevertheless : for when so many of our seamen 
keep interesting Journals, it would be a shame to go without 
one. That of Hany Thomson must serve our turn ; given as 
nearly as possible verbatim from his " Voyages to Various Parts 
of the World," in MS. When wrecked, he waa the ship's 
apprentice, and sixteen years of aga. 



" The ship Vitoount Me&oume (600 tons renter) left Londoi^ 
bound for Calootta, Oct. 26tii, 1S40, and arrived safely in the 
March of the year 1841. Thence she sailed in April for the 
Hauiitias, with a cargo of rice, arriving in June at Port Louis. 
Then she returned in ballast to Calcutta; and after lying there 
three months, finally started for China, laden with cotton, rice, 
and saltpetre. 

" We had light variable winds for the most part, down the 
Bay of Bengal and through the Straits of Malacca, and reached 
Polo Penang, or Prince of Wales's Island, in fourteen days. 

" We lay here three or four days, taking in water, rattuis, and 
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fira-wood. The next place we touolied at was Singapore, about 
« week's sail from Penon^. Daring the ran, one of the Lascars, 
quite a hoj, deliberately pmped overboard, because he had been 
kicked by a proad, upstart youth — oor fourth mate, and sank 
before a boat coald reach him. 

" At Singapore, Mrs. Dare, passenger, and two children, came 
on board ; one child scarcely two years old and the other at the 
breast. Also Lieut.-Col. Campbell, going to command the 30th 
Rtffiment, stationed at Macao. 

"We left Singapore ou Christmas night, at 12, with light, 
ehangeable winds and squally weather. On New Year's Day 
eonunenced a heavy gale, which lasted three days. This was 
supposed to be the primary caose of the loss of oar good ship ; 
for the strength of tbe gale, in the first place, carried qs out of 
onr coaiBe ; when it foiling calm, with lu;ht airs at limes, the 
strength of the current drifted as into we dangeroas reef of 
eoral, known by the name of the Laconia Shoal, aboat seventy- 
two miles from the Island of Borneo, 

" It was on Wednesday, Juioary 6, 184S, at 4, a.m., that I 
was called to keep my watch. I had hardly got on deck 
before I heard Mr. Small, the chief mate, sing oat, 'Stand fay 
ytmt top-gallant and top-sail halyards,' and at the same time 
there was a rusbing loand as of approaching wind. 1 said to the 
youngSBt apprentice, Hughes, whom 1 had just relieved, ' Is that 
a eqoall coming on 1 ' — ' 1 think so,' he replied, ' for I have 
heard it these ten minutes ;' yet at the time there was hardly 
wind enough to fill the sails. 

" The chief mate bad just relieved Mr, Penfold, the second 
officer, when the man at the wheel said he heard breakers to 
leeward. The mate ran to the lee side, and inuQediat«ly 
exclaimed, ' Good God ! the breakers ! ' The captain was 
called instantly; the ship the while &st drifting on the reef. 
We tried (o tack, bat vainly. ' Clear away the larboard anchor 
and let ^0 r bat it wonld not hold, the whole of the chain 
being paid down in the locker. ' Let go the starboard anchor ! ' 
but Uiat was worse ; for the small-stream chain, which we used 
in working through the Straits, was pud down on the top of aU 
in the locker also. Whilst we were clearing it, ^e strock ; and 
continued bamping and tearing on the cor^, unable to get tree. 
The second stcolce unshipped the rudder ; sending the wheel aiu' 
the man holding it headlong to the lee side of the ship. ' Cut 
away the mizen-mast,' was the next command (in order to 
lighten the ship aft) ; and the noble mast fell over the side, 
earrying along with it yards, sails, and gear, smashing in the 
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cnddy skylights as it fell. This lightened her considerably utern, 
hot to no parpose : the ship was now fixed inunoveably. 

"All hopes were now pven ap of saving the ship, for the water 
was gaining upon as fast ; and it was well known that when 
the eotfoD got wet it would swell, and inevitably blow np the 
ship. 

" Preparations were made to get the launch out ; the sheep and 
goats were thrown out of her, and she was hoisted over the 
ship's side, together with the three cotters and the jolly boat. 
The chief mate now called the Enropeam aft, and exhorted 
them to be sober and obedient and all would yet be well ; tA all 
of which they answered readily and willingly that they would. 
A dram of giog was now served oat to all hands ; and the mate, 
to keep the men as he bad exhorted them, to be — sober, rolled 
the grog cask into the lee acnppers and upset it. 

" The bntcber was ordered to kill one of the finest of the Eng- 
lish sheep, and the cook to cook it, together with twelve fine 
hams, to be distributed to the boats' crews. 

"At 11, A.u.,wewenttobi«akfost :- and the store-rooms being 
thrown open, a fine breakfast we might have made. There was 
bread, cheese, salmon, meat, pickles, pies, fraits, and liquors 
of all descriptions ; hat few of ns conld eat anything. The 
Lascats killed fowls, ducks, &c., and diy-curried them for their 
own use. They were very bnsy packing their things quite 
unconcernedly, for they did not feel the da^r of their sitnatiou 
as we did. We next set about getting water, provisions, &c., into 
the boats ; we bad plenty of tins of preserved fruits, meat, and 
v^etables ; whilst the cookwas going round, throwing boiled hanu 
and large pieces of roast mntton into each boat, beside raw salt 
meat, in case we should run short. We filled our boats' breakers 
with water, besides two puncheons of eighty gallons each, which 
we lowered into the long-boat. 

" Each person was allowed to take a small bnndle of clothea. 

" Anns were next distributed amongst the crews, — gunSj pis- 
tols, cutlasses, boaiding-pikes, and tom^iawks, with ammumtion . 

" I had one look round before I left the ship, and a more 
deplorable sight than our once clean and orderly decks presented, 
cannot be imagined. Below, the pin-deck was strewed with 
clothes of all descriptions, — chests, beds, and hammocks, which 
we were obliged to leave. 

" The store-rooms were opened, and cases of vine, gin, and 
brandy, with fruita and preserves, were lying about tne decks. 
Here 1 could not help laughing to see the butcher and the cook, 
both drunk ; tbe butcher holding on by one of the itancheons to 
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keep himmlf steady, and reviling ihe cook for being drank on 
RQcn tui awfal occasion (the cook at the time lying on the nuun 
hatches), when, jnst then losinz his hold, he fell with hia head 
through one of the panels of the irtore-room opposite, where he 
Btnck fast nntil eitricated by one of the crew. 

" On the main-deck it looked still worse. The decks -were 
littered with hay and straw ; sheep, goata, pigs, and poultiy, all 
in the greatest coufosion, ronuing aboat fore and aft without 
control. 

" Aft, in the cnddy, were strewn nnifoims belonging to the 
officers, and clothes of every kind, mixed with papers, refresh- 
metit% and baby-linen. In the midst of all this sat Mm, Dare, a 
beautiful woman of not more than twenty-three, with a child at 
the breaat ; the other little fellow sitting on the knee of Colonel 
Campbell : (she was accompanying her hasband, captain of a 
vessel now in China, but was obliged to be left at Singapore to 
be confined, and was now ^ing to him). The captain was 
speaking to her, and, constdermg the sorrow of her situation, she 
endured it with the utmost fortitude. She made no lament, nor 
■poke, except to the child, which was crying because it could get 
no milk ; but whilst she looked upon the chOd, tears trickled 
down her cheeks, and she gave the babe into the captain's arms, 
unable to endure it Iod^, and retired into her cabin a few 
minutes before she went mto the boat. 

" At about 1, F.H., all having left the ship, we started in the 
following order : — 

" lat. The long-boat, containing — 

Chuln He; Kerlie CtpUio. 

Mi. Scott Pnweiiger. 

Hn. Din >nd children .... Do. 

The Doctor Do. 

Martin Peterson Cirpcnter. 

Chula Nichols Jinner. 

JiminYooiig Ciwk. 

Junet Ridgmrey Batcher. 

John Mojne ... Seunan. 

Alei. Mc. Keniie Do. 

John Pu-kcr Do. 

William PujMik Do. 

With thirteen LuKsn and Krvintt. 

" 2nd. The first cutter, containing — 

Mr. Small Firtt Msle. 

Junn BndshaiT Third Mate. 

Col. Cunpbell Ptutapt. 
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June* Smith Sail-nuker. 

James Oodo Bewou. 

Thomaa Hnghei Ajqitsndce. 

Witli Bix Ijoan. 
" Srd. The second catter, contaioing — 

Hi. Psnlbld Second mate. 

John Stereu Ship's Memnl. 

O. Beahun C^I«d'i Bervuit. 

Chwles Donsldion Seamu. 

tbomu Huckleiton Ai^renticc. 

With ni Lucan. 

^'4th. The jolly-boait, containing — 

Ur. Daintf Fourth mite. 

Hr. Fukhoius Ciplun'iiteimd. 

My»elf A^irentice. 

With fourldACua- 

"6th &Dd last. The ^, contuning — 
Tventf -one Iakmi, — TduI leaving the wreck, tventj-vi Europeuu and 
fortf-fiie Lascan. 

" We towed the long-boat ont dear of the coral reef, and then 
Bhe made lail, steering for the coast of Borneo. We received 
orders to steer S.E. and to fire a musket occasionally if we 
parted company daring the night. Half a pint of water and a 
dram of grog were served out to each person. We kept as near 
the lanndi as possible all night. 

" ITutrsday, 6fA. — At daylight we were ahead of the launch 
and close to the cutters. At a signal from the fonner, we bore 
down towards her, the captain desiring the attendance of all the 
boats' crews at the funer^ of a, European, a sailor of the name 
of Pumack, who died during the nignt : (he had long been ill 
of thedysenteiy). 

" The captain read the prayers for the bnrial of the dead, and 
the bod}r was launched overboard, wrapped in a sheet. We then 
made saol ; bnt had not gone one hundred yards from the bod^, 
before we saw several tremendous sharks, pulling and tearing it 
to pieces. 

"Half-a-piot of water, with some mutton and biscuit, was 
dealt out to us three times in the day. Light airs and sultry 
weather. 

" Lat. at noon 4° 43' N.— Long. 113° 27' East. Saw no more 
of the ship since six, a ji. 

'•IHie^, 7a.— At daylight saw the land bearing E.N.E. 
and S.E. by S- I" company with the laonch. During the day 
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li^t breeua with a fienr buu : and having nothing wherewith to 
shelter aai«elves from it, it began to raise large bliateie oa our 
handi and faces, Tha same water aa yesteidaj, bnt no allow- 
ance of biscait. Mr. Dainty, who had chaive of our boat, 
tindly offered to shore his clolhsB with me. 1 thanked him, 
but declined, thinking mjself ai well off aa he in that respect. 
" L*t. 4° CC N.— Long. 113° 10' East 

"Saatrdaf, 8CA.— At daylight all the boats in companj stood 
in for the coast Mr. Small in the first cotter, toid Mr. Penfold 
that he wonld mn in and look at the land, and retnm to na by 
sunset ; bnt from that time we saw no more of him or hia boat. 
" The lannch anchored this night bj means of a grapnel, with 
one of the carpenter's large angers lashed athwart for a stock, 
and we hnng on astern of them. We kept firing sipials daring 
the night, but no cntter did we see. The gig, full of Lascars, that 
was towed bj the long-boat, cast off secret^, and withont a word, 
deserted ns, and pulled for the shore. 

" Water as before, with ham and biscuit and a bottle of porter. 
" Lat 4- 4JS' N.— Long. 110° 6S' East. 

" Sfinday, 9fA. — Last night was the most miserable one I ever 
spent ; it rained and blew with great violence through the whole 
night. Mr. Dainty and myself had to keni watch alternately', 
for fear of going adiifL About two, a.m., the rope by which we 
were made fast to the lannch parted ; but luckily we ean^^t 
hold of the second cntter as we drifted past, or we should have 
all been lost, for the wind and cnrrent were so strong, we should 
have been driven right oat to sea. 

" About six, A.u., as we were all assembled in the laniidi, 
hearing the captain read prayers, we saw a proa bearing down 
towards Ds. 

" !%« captain ordered us to take the Senng (boatawain oyet 
the Lascars'), along with us, and apeak them, to leani if th«7 
were friendly ; for we much feared they were pirates. If tb«re 
was danger, we were to hoist a signal, and they would come to 
oar assistance. We accordingly started to meet them ; we waved 
a white cloth in token of amity, and they did the same. Whoi 
we got alongside of them we spoke, the Serang acting as inter- 
preter : they said that they came to condnct ns safely in-ahore, 
and that our boat was there already. So b^ thia we anspected 
that they hod taken them prisoners, and wided to entice the 
rest of us to the same £ite. They now said that they wished to 
see the captain ; so we pulled back, and the^ soon came up with 
the launch, where all were ready, cutlass in band, to reodve 
tiiem, in case of treachery. They tried all they eoald to per> 
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Boade DB to go with them, and finally beg&u to make fut to the 
laoDcb with a rattan rope. When th^ found that we woald 
not go with them, thej assnined a verj threatamng aipect ; bo, 
there being bo few of qe who woald fight, and oar fire-B,rmg being 
useless on acconnt of the preceding rain, the captain gaTa orders 
to cat and nm. The cook with one blow of his catlass aoTered 
their rope, and we all made sail. When thej saw this, they 
made sail in chase of ns. We gained npon them at first, when, 
to oar snrprise, they opened fire apon as, first from their rifles, 
and finally from a swivel, the last shot passing through a blanket 
that was rigged as a screen from the eun at the back of the cap- 
tain and passengers. It passed betwixt the caplAin and Mrs. 
Dare, and then scraping a piece off the skall of one of the Lia- 
cara, who sat in the bow ofuie boat, it barisd itself in^the water. 
Another shot cat away the leech of the second cutter's lag. 
They gained rapidly on our boat, we not being bo well manned 
or SKiifal as ibe rest. Whan within a few fathoms they made 
signs for us to desist pulling, at the same time taking aim at us. 
Mr. ParkhoUBe, who waa pulling the next oar to me, when he 
saw the rifle pointed towurds us, dropped bis oar, exclaiming, 
' Good God ! there is one of ns gone.' It waa of no nse persist- 
ing &Tther, so they ran alongside. 

" The proa waa about the size of a sloop, neatly built of teak, 
but cleverly covered with matting and bark, to make her appear- 
ance as lubberly and clumsy as possible. She had two long 
■trught poles for masts, aai a large Ing made of matting to each. 
Besides this, they pulled "fifteen sweeps aside. When (hey first 
ran alongside the laanch, there appeared to be only five or six 
half-caked fellows, who were fishing ; but now her decks were 
crowded with Malays, aimed and dressed in fancy costumes. 
CreeGee, very dangerous crooked poisoned swords, clubs, spears, 
and guns, altogether made them have a very ferocioas appearance. 

"They jumped into our boat ; seized apon us ; and would I 
think have despatched as at once, had it not been for the inter- 
ference of one who seemed to be their chief, who, dashing away 
the swords of the most forward, ordered all but two to get into 
their own craft, and to proceed in chase of onr other boats, which 
by this time had got pretty far in advance. They accordingly 
■et their sails, and st^od for the other boats, whilst we were 
obliged to steer for the land. 

" Onr preserver, a gentlemanly thief, was still with us, and 
he now began to lay his hands upon every thing, tying them all 
ap in a bluiket. But when those in the proa sawthis, they, think- 
ing I suppose that they were sent after a shadow, whilst he was 



3M THB SXtCBII TOIAfiK. 

nw^'ng snre of \iio Babatance, tnmBd back, and numiugsloDgnde, 
begui to clear the boat of every things— clothes, pioTisiona, and 
even our drop of wat«r, abont tvo ^llom, for the sake of the 
keg. An they took oar nmHkeU, pitole, and other Einna, thej 
repeatedly jumped for joy, exclaimiiig, ' baivnuli ' (very good). 
When they came to our sextaot, they seemed much poizled to 
know what it wai, and made signs to me to show them the use 
of it, which I did. We repeatedly made tigoa to the chief lo 
let ns go after the boats, which by this time were nearly out of 
eight ; to which he nodded his head assentinely, and shook ni by 
the hand. Mr. Parkhange now veiy fooliBbfy pnlled a small ha^ 
from his pocket, containing a fifty rupee note and some silver, 
which he gave to the chi^, at the same time pointing to our 
otler boats. Directly he got this, the rest began to abip ns for 
more. They took his watch, Mr. Dainty's watch and ring, but 
on me they only found a Datch stiver. 

" There was a case of berring-paate, which they made me taste 
of before they would take it. They alio threw our b^ of bis- 
■mit into the water. When having taken every thing, they now, 
to our great delight, told ua we might go. They gave ns a small 
basket of asso, and abont three pints of water. The chief 
politely shook hands with ns all ; tben stepping on board t^e 
proa thev made tail towards the shore. 

"Luckily for ua, one of our boats was just in si^t; that 
cont^ing Mr. Penfold, who had offered the captam, if be 
would give faint six Englishmen, he would rescue us, or share 
oor fate, for they never thought we dionld return. Oneas then 
our JOT, when we saw him lying-to, though a great way off. 

" We made sail, and stood towuda bim, p^ng, at the same 
time, with all our might, nncertain for some time whether we 
gained upon them or not. Had it been night, we should have 
missed them, and must, unprovided as we were, have died ■ 
miserable death ; worse, indeed, than the one from which we had 
escaped. We came up with him fast, and in two hours from 
leaving the proa, ran sjongside of them, and pleased enough thej 
were to see us. 

"Just as we reached them,aw&y went onrmast, and the cutt«r 
took ns in tow. We soon came up with the launch, when the 
captain welcomed ns heartily. Oar boat not being worth 
repairing, was condemned. Half of oar crew went in the 
second cotter, Mr. Dainty and myself into the launch. The wis 
and oare being taken ont of her, she was acattled, and cast adrift. 

"Mondav, 10d.-~Pleasant breeie during die day : ateerisj 
N.W. for Sambas, a Dutch settlement on the S.W. coast of 
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Borneo. Mrs, Dare fretting very mach foi her babe, beingnnable 
to give it euck. The little do;, fall of tan Bud miacliief, tbrowing 
overboard eTerythisg in bia reach. Set to, and made weather- 
boarda of tome spare canvas, to keep out the spraj, which 
occasionally broke over uh. 

"The same allowance of water, with bread, ham, preserved 
meat, Ac, three timeB a-day. Daring the night patted company, 
by accident, with the second cutter. 

" I\taday, llfA.— Strong breeze from the northward. The 
captain finding the water getting short, had it measured, and 
found, that l^ goirig upon short allowance, we should have 
enough to last us to Singapore direct, ao we were put upon three 
wine glasses a-day. The uttle boy very troublesome, continually 
crying for wat«r. The heat of tlie snn is unhearahle, the skin 
beginning to peel off my hands and face. 

W^ednesa(^, IStA. — Stiff breeze, with a high tronhled sea ; 
shipped a great quantity of water, which damaged some of our 
bread. Lat. 4°. *y N. Long. Ill" liy East. 

" Thursday, 13(i. — Steady breeze from the northward, with 
heavy sea. At half-past four, P'm., we saw the Great Natimaa 
Island, bearing from West to S.S.W. Hauled our wind to go 
to the northward of the island. 

" At sunset, the extreme of the island bore N. and W. by S. 



Island. At four, the island out of sight aatem. 

"Saturday, IMA. — During the d^, the sun very oppressive. 
Sl«erinj[ W.S.W. Lat. 4° 13' N. Long. 106° 20- E, Caught a 
little rain-water during the night. 

"Sanday, I6tA. — At davlight, saw the Anomhas, bearing S.E. 
half S. . The captain read prayers. Had a glass of champagna 
each after dinner. At three, p.m., aaw Pulo Aoae S,W, by W. 
Pulo Penang W. half S. Fine weather throughout, with smooth 

"Monday, Vlth. — With daylight, beheld the main-land of 
Malacca. At six, saw Bintang Hill. At twelve, boarded the 
Mary Irvine, of Liverpool, bound for China, The captain was 
very kind, offering us provisions ; but expecting to be in 
Singapore in a few hours, we took nothing, except aome water 
and pine apples, which were a great treat to us. 

" We arrived at Kngapore at about three, p.m., after being 
twelve days in oar boats. The second cotter had got in early in 
the morning. Nothing heard of the first cutter. 
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" Now dine a curiage for Hn, Dve, tni Uuakfol enough she 

" Mr. Peofold, in a hired Khooner, vu then goi^ to search i 
for Mr. Small. 

" Mr. Dainty having engaged his panage home in the burqne, I 
Aftmilla, for London, procured places at seamen for me aod the I 
oOiei apprsutiee. Thus, on Saturday, the S2iid, we w«at ihi | 
board ; on Sunday, the SQrd, we weighed onclior, and started fot . 
Eufjland, irtiere, after a long and tedious voyage of five months, I 
dnnng which we were Dearly starred into the bai|;ain, we 
arrived in London, after an absence of twenty months. i 

" The first catUr did not get into Singapore onlil a fortnight . 
after we left, having been to Sambss. The Lascars, who deserted ' 
us, had been taken as slaves, and did not regain their liberty I 
until twelTO months after.' i 

Thus fill Hai^ Thompson : thanks to him, for holding the 
pen in one huid, whilst using the oar with the other. Yet, had ' 
it not been for Mrs. Dare and the children, the other creatures 
might have shifted for themselves, and the journal might have 
mouldered unmolested in that old weather-beaten cheat, which 
had timed its creakinga to the roll and daah of many a wild aes 
billow. 

It was on the 23rd of June that we weighed anchor, and stood 
ont from Rio for the sea, to again have a recurrence of onr old 
fortune, the head-winds. Day after day we were either becalmed 
or the vrind was against as : and when at length, wearied of 
seeing the Cape Friea Light, we rounded the projecting angle of 
coast, the half-only favonrable breeie kept us stiU near the 
South American shore. It was on the 6th of July that we 
perceived, by the colour of the water, that we were approaching 
it too closely: soon sprigs of sea-need were seen abundantly; 
then palpably, in several places, the faint outlines of land. Our 
vessel was hauled close to the wind ; and there being fortunately 
a change in it, we were enabled to sail eastwardly, and saw no 
more of the South American coast. 

On the Sth we again, about seven o'clock in the morning, 
made land, which proved to be a Koall island, used as a prison 
by the Portuguese — the penal island of Fernando de Noritonna. 
As we approached, and sailed past it in the afternoon, we could 
plainly descry many buildings upon it, some of which were 
conspicnously white. 

The Equator we crossed on the 11th, two weeks and a few 
days after leaving Rio Janeiro. 
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In thia part of the ocean I bbw, with conudertbls int«re*t, 
tJie everUstiDgly-reeimiiig lines of tevweed, like brown fool- 
paths, iuteiBecting the vast meadons of the oceiui ; and through 
them we continued to Bail for a thoDumd miles. Such they 
were when they first met the wondering eyes of Colnmfaiu ; and 
cheered him in tlie deepest despondency with the ceitsinty of 
the nnaeen and anxioosly-eroeoted land. At thia aight, all the 
day-dreams that Colnmbue had indulged in, about new landa 
and their diacoTery, came into my mind ; all the delays and 
deluHire promisra of which he had heen the sport ; all his 
liogetingB in courts — the scorn and contumely he had endured 
for presuming to think that he knew more than courtly sages 
and cowled clerks ; then of the few and miseiabje vessels in 
which he ventured on such a voyage, and the still more miserable 
crews, on whose caprices depended his success ; the hopes, the 
tmxieties, and the whole projects of hia life. He was here 
aaddened by nucertainty ; was in llie power of weak and 
mutinous people ; in, as yet, an unknown sea ; but here this 
sea~weed cheered him ; then a bough with leaves and beiriea ; 
land-birds in their fii^t ; canes curiously carved ; and, Uatly, 
the moving Ughts shifting about by uight upon the land. All 
this I felt most livingly, and thought that it was something to 
have sailed through the same sea, and to have visited the new 
lauds, with which, though nnblost himself, hia discoveriea had 
blessed and enriched mankind. 

The remaining portion of the voyage may be given in the 
annexed letter, addreBsed to our tdtxtd, Spencer T. Hall. 

« Lizard Point, Anffutt 2!tlh, 1844. 
" Dear Frishd, — In letters to my EngHsh friends I have 
made ench frequent mention of my purposed return from 
Australia, and have been so long expected by those intereated 
in my coming, that my actual arrival will scucely be believed. 
It is true, however, that I set sail in a homeward-bound ahip 
from Port Phillip on the 30th of March, and after a long and 
tedioos voyage, am now in prospect ot the old and famous land 
of the white cliffs ; and althou^ it has been to me the scene of 
various fortunes, and little of it good, 1 do not foxe on the fine 
old country again without emotion. Death and change have 
wrought a difference in it aiuce 1 left it — and ' ! the differ- 
ence to me !' — yet I do not doubt to meet with much that I left 
unchanged — a preponderance of good in the old haonU tad ' tht 
old Isnuliac faces. Such is hope. 
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" I traat that til our matnal bienda are well. To &nd them 
so, will be a pleasure. 

" I shall wy little of the voyage — as we can, when we meet, 
which I tmat will be before long — talk that over together ; only 
this — that we sailed for more than a thonsand miles amongBt the 
icebergfl of the Soathem Pacific. That ws rounded Cape Horn 
OD the lOtb of May ; perfoiming that portion of our Toyace in 
fine style, gailing in twenty-eight horns SOS miles — going from 
Dic^o B^erez, a small iBlond, which we saw, to the Fukland 
Isles, in little more than a day. Then our ship rested herself in 
the profoQudcBt calm for several days, in prospect of the enow- 
montled shoreland slopes and mountuns— a scene sprinkled 
darkly with trees. Thence we had head-winds, with occasional 
Tariauons, qnit« tantalizing. One day onr captain was t<a 
making St. Helena, to fake in stores and fresh water, onr stock 
getting low— then came the wind ahead agun, and being driven 
perpetaally nearer and nearer the South' American coast, we were 
for touching at Pemombnco— but were, through the rude kindness 
of 8C|ualls, which did our ringing no STuall mischief, compelled to 
put into Rio Janeiro : a thing which I did not regret, aa it was 
the place of all others that I anxiously desired to see. We left 
Rio on the 23rd of June, baying as much difficulty to get away as 
to reach it, our old enemies the head-winds perpetually besetting 
onr ocean-path. The Line we did not cross until the 11th of 
July, for, during most of the way, onr adverse winds have 
ever been strong and the &vourable ones light. We saw the 
island of Fernando de Norhonoa, a Portngnese convict region, 
which was Uie last land we beheld until the 6th of the present 
month, when we again refreshed onr eyesight with the prospect 
of a small village in the midst of ^ceen fields, — spread out 
before us like a map, in the small island of Fliues, the most 
westerly of the Azores or Western Isles. If we were in danger 
before from squalls — here we narrowly escaped being wrecked 
amongst the rocks and breakers. Our ship missed sUy^ vrhea 
she shonld have gone about, and any person in the fora-part of 
the vessel mieht have cast a biscuit on the precipitoos shore. 
The people of Dalgado, as we afterwards jeamt, set up a shriek 
of horror as tbey in grosps beheld onr danger, My nephe^ ran 
to his box and transleired his cash to his pocket, expecting, aa 
did our most experienced seamen, that the ship would go to 
atoms. Contrary, however, to all expectation, flie Tesael waa 
what sailors term weared round the other way just in timetosavs 
her. We were thus rescued from the most pwiloos ntnatitm we 
had been placed in during the whole voy^e. To add to the 
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diucieeableness of oni situfttion, aharka were abont ns abnit- 
dauUy, and thej kept gailing with their top fin out of the water, 
sloDf with us. We touched at tliia place to take in, once more, 
proviaions and fresh water — famine having more than once stared 
DS ia the foce. Our moat hard-hearted winds always relenting 
before we were driven to extremitiea. We have had on the 
a good deal of sea-gosaiping — three instances of which 
[ must mention. We spoke and boarded the Cuba, an 
American ship, &om Boston, U.S. Amongst other stores we 

Sirocnred from her a bundle of uewepaperu— lie mind not being 
orgotten any more than the body- In these we read Ei^liah 
newa to the month of May ; of the Queen's birth-day, and her 
attainment of her S6th year — of O'Connell'a sentence, fine, and 
impiieonment — and of what concerned me most, and which 1 
read with ren^t, the death, at Bath, of Beckford, the author of 
' Vathek,' We spoke thia ahip on the 30th of July,— out for the 
west coaat of Afnca ; from Boston twenty-nine days. About the 
beginning of this month we again apphed for provisiona to the 
captain <rf a small French vessel from the island of Martinique to 
Maiseilles. He politely relieved the necessity of ns poor way- 
wearied wayhrers of uie ocean, expressing, again and again, 
until oar people were out of hearing, his regret that he could not 
do it H thoroughly as he wished. This took place a few days 
before our vigit to Florea. 

" On the I6th, we met and had intercourse with ' The Queen 
of the Ocean,' a large ship bound from Liverpool to Quebec, oat 
thirteen days. From her we obtained relief gratis, and only one 
newspaper, more than a month old ; the most important intelli- 

EDce being, alas ! an account of the funeral of the poet Camp- 
It. Thus departs star after star. Since 1 left England Allan 
Conningham, Soulhey, and now Campbell, have vanished from 
the living, to live henceforth more folly in the popular mind. 

" On Sunday, the IBth, we had been on board 147 days — 
twenty-one weeks ! — and we had been confidently assured before 
we set out, such was the captain's reputation for despatch, that 
we ahonld reach England before the Jnne roaes had utterly 
Tsuished from the hedges. Snch in Port Phillip was the Doc- 
tor's expectation. Ther, howeTer, who commit themselves to 
the keeping of wind anci wave, if they lack patience, muat nerve 
themselves for a atem endurance. 

" On the 19th, eleven days after taking in water at Florea, we 
were pat for the second time upon short allowance of that ele- 
ment,— and of wine too. From that island to this it is consi- 
dered ordinarily eight days' sail. 
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"Yon will think onr M&hring mftnagen thon^tlew and 
improTident, and such tbej certtdnlj are. Before we had left 
Rio a month, we began to be menaced with Bcaidtj of floui. 
bread, Bugar, and other ntorea. Now in the RraTils, whence we 
had come, these articles were amazingly cheap : Flour, 9g. pts 
cwt., imd fine sagai, 13s, ; wine, 8d, per bottle. On being sup- 
plied with three am^l casks of flonr bj the Yankee of the Cuba, 
twenty dollari was charged for them : of sn^r, none conld be 
obtained, and bnt a limited sapply from the French ship. Had 
that twenty doUan been laid act in Rio, it would have purchased 
abnndance of necemaries for a much longer voyage than even 
onis thence. This will he allowed to be snything bnt a pleasant 
situation for about Bixty people. The reflection that our pro- 

Cs might be wholly arrmted, and that no new circmnBtance, 
k month's or two months' heavy gale of wind, had nothing in 
it consolatory. 

" Then, in addition to this evil, we lost much good time 
through the necessity of lingeriug, tailing after, and boarding 

" Where Giant Prodigality is passenger, some others of bia 
disagreeable family. Each as Scarcity leading in by the hand 
Short-allowance, are snre t^ introduce themselves ; whilst Famine 
looma largely in the distance, every day drawing nearer and 

" On the 30tb we were becalmed, as we were indeed very tre- 
qnently ; and when a gentle breeze did spring np, it came seldom 
^m the right quarter. In sight were seven vessels, some out- 
ward, and others like ourselves, inward bound. Two of them 
passed ns early in the morning before our ship coiled horvdf op 
to sleep ; both, so declared oar seamen, were American vessels ; 
one a New Yorker. This last was so near, that we — their people 
and onrs — could see each other hanging over the bulwarks. 

" Sometimes we were sailing towards Ireland, then towards 
France, making little progress except amongst our provisions, 
of which only a few days' supply were said to be left, 

" I think the rata, of which the ship bad abundance, were 
hungry, having eaten the collar of a new shirt of mine and the 
horn battons of my nephew's great-coat. 

" On the Slst, going the right course with three ships in ai^t, 
— one outward bound, the other holding on with ns for the 
English Channel. On the morning of this day ws were risited 
by the first land-bird— a water- wagtail. Its appearance diSuged 
animation and cheerfulness over the whole uiip. For myself, 
there lived in the sound of its voice a world of old aaiociationH, 
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lanes, and meadows, aad brooks ; its bsunta and onis in happy 
boyhood. 

" The sea ! — the sea I tiie monster ! — it has, with its con- 
cerns, swallowed op the whole of this letter, and much must 
remain unwritten, intended not to have been so when I com- 
menced. 

" P.S. — II is a bright Sabbath morning ; the hills and head- 
lands of DoTsetshiie are in the distance, and on every band about 
us are vessela in the Clunnel ; I have counted 39." 



Five years had elapsed, and we were again in London — and 
on the very day of the month and of the very month that we 
had left it for Anstralia. Aatnmii, with the sobriety of its hnes, 
was npon the land ; y%t how delicionsly green was the whole 
conntry ; how rich and deep seemed the leafiness of oaks and 
elms ; how level and smooth the roads ; how smaU and eii- 
quisitely neat the hedgerows ; the fields so beantifnlly culti- 
vated i and the whole region so rich in towns, villages, and 
hamlets ; and so augnstly decorated with halls and cnnTches. 
Then the Thames, to our thinking large enough when we left 
it for its commerce, but now inconveniently small for its over- 
grown traffic ; with its vessels running against each other perpe- 
tually. Full of steamers, bearing the names of all genu, and 
their decks fearfully crowded with their thousands of well- 
dressed people ; these passed each other every £ve minutes, at 
a rapid rate. Of several ships, which left Port Phillip at the 
same time, two, ours and another, had their bulwarks smashed 
in through collisions in the Thames. A little danger there 
was, bat how much more pleasure, in contemplating all this 
bustle and throng of business and pleasure 1 a spectacle nowhere 
in the world to be equalled, and most eBpecially certain to fill 
with animation and pride the heart of the long-absent and 
home-returning Englishman. 

And here 1 was again in England, where ont forefathers, 
sleeping generation after generation, in the hosom of their green 
and beaatifnl land, where they age after age not only fashioned 
for themselves, by their industry, comfortable homes of rural 
enjoyment and rest, bat beqneathed it to their descendants, 
better cultivated, a more wealthy and habitable country. The 
labour, affection, and cares of its myriads of sleeping benefactors, 
who toiled, adorned, and fought for it, have made it what it is, 
conspicuously the glory of ^1 nations, a paradise of love, and 
joy, and liberty. Not, alas ! wholly exempt hom crime, and 
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woe, and want, and diseaae ; bat animated by s qnick spirit of 
Christian philanthropy, every day renderiDg the sum of these 
lens and less. 

Fnll of these sentiments, and strongly impressed by the 
sense of our national greatness, and on wearied activity in the 
difliieion of universal good, I blessed the land in my hesut ; and 
was satisfied that the moat singnlaily earthly good fortune, the 
greatest honour that could fall to the lot of mortal man, -was U> 
have been bohh in Gnqland ; and the truest earthly vtrisdom, 
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HISTORY AND CRrTtCKM. 

Ad.l,'. i«, H.), BiMolr o( • Hiulou .0 

Caai;; .. Hi™.T <* M-WtaJ «<l IpUnd 
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JUVENILE BOOKS, 

I-cMm «". Ifm.C. IF.rl.. 
B^'. (Ik.) Cooolt, Book, Br W. Ho.riu 
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NATURAL HfiTORY IN GENERAL. 






NOVELS AND WORKS OF FICTION. 









ONE VOLUME ENCVCLOPjEDIAS 
AND nCTIONARIES. 

CD^Iud't DIf llaaBn of MedlcliiH - > t 



SiSssSS „ 



t..,o.ilc 
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REUCOUS AND MORAL 
WORKS. ETC. 

(Her D-) Muvurl; dt, Ibe 

w o« Ltir) Biij ... a 
RURAL SPORTS. 

5:i„"pu r^v^K^": : : J 

THE SCENCES IN GENERAL, 
AND MATHEMATICS. 

a u dIu UT «' Sclc^, Llun- ' 

Fufrombeatom^p^o. ■ - - lo 
FMbioki oDibeAili, aianin.HuiiEu- 


TOPOORA^gJ^AND OUIDE 

Addi«.'.njj.,.i7orib.T™p1eCl=rcl. I 

TRANSACTIONS OF SOCIETIES. 
TRAVELS. 

VETERINARV MEDKME. 


isd^«ws--"r 



CATALOGUE. 






-/amllr'p'fir; tS Ui nmrrttt to mnlmt frtm Itt stanrlW tf agrn^nlni lAiiIi, 

ALLAN.-A PICTORIAL TOUR IN THC MEDmRRANEAN j 

CompditBi Htllft. lULnfltlt. Tuktr, AiL« MJnor, Gt«c1ia AieUytUgn. »Tpl. PJuVIa, 
OrcKiT, J^mililudi. Sklfr, 11^, uidSp^d. Br J-H.AIIaLi,UemE»DlllieAili<DUii 
Dl «1 LLIlilinpbeil DTnlnai, ud 7SwiwdSDinnn[>.V.3i.cl«h. 
ADDISON.— THE KNICHTS TEMPLARS. 

ADDISON.— THE TEMPLE CHURCH IN LONDON : 

a]«lorrii7iboKol|lil.Tei«pliiii.'' Siiure cicwLWo.^ill IIFIiim,i..tlDlli. 

A TUU. AND COMPLETE GUJDS, HESTOIIICAL AND DE9CRIFTIVE. TO THE 
TBHPLK CHURCH. {Fran Mt. AddlKU'l ■'HIlWlT ot IbB Tiupll Cbucb.") S411UI 

AMY HERBERT. 



BAKCWELL.— AN INTRODUCTION TO OEOLOCY. 
BALM AIN.- LESSONS ON CHEMISTRY, 



BAYLDON.-ART OF VALUJNC RENTS AND TILLAGES, 
BEALB lANNEKTHE VALE OF THE TOWEV; 



BELL.— LIVES OF THE MOST EMINEm ENCUSH POETS. 
B£LL.— THE HISTORY OF RUSSIA, 

•l^VliueiicTiaii.Ui.iUHh. ' ' 

BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY 



BLACK.—A PRACTICAL TREATISE ON BREWING. 



BLAISB.-AN ENCYCLOPEDIA OF RURAL SPORTS; 

Or, K complrte Aconnr HIltoTlcal, Prmcl]i!ftl, ujd DeiGrlptl*c. qf Uundnff. Shof (Enff. nAla^, 
WlLh D*ulr on CafaTlniFi dd WiK>d, bp B. BnPBUtq, fna, DrawlDf* bj Alfeep.T. Lmni- 

BLAIR'S CHRONOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL TABLES, 
BLOOMFIELD — THE HISTORY OF THE PELOPONNESIAN WAR. 

□r Tbucvdt'lei. NawiT TfudilHd Inli* EnaUtb. ftbd ftr»mpul«il wlrb rcrr coploui 
NeEei, Fhllaiwctcnl ■nd BipliuiBlorT p UlUoHcd ud Gcb^ftphlrAl. S* ihe R4T. B. T. 

BLOOMFIELD.— THE HISTORY OF THE PELOPONNESIAN WAR. 

B'TbDcydldei, A New Rflceulini td Lka Taxi, wHh ft cuvmllT bPQBdfd PaDdaulmi i luini 
rac^uNalfli, CriUeil, PbtioLo^nl, Md BlpUulorr. ftliuMt flnUrdr origlnAl, but putif 

Gjeck Wordt 4iid PbruM e^ltlaed, udmniun dUcnutd !■ (ks Norn. Tba whoh llliu. 
tnrHd bjHtptand Plui, Bioadr ukcb rroaitcIiHbl Surrtr"- Br U" A". ^' '^- BJiNHDiaLd, 

BLO0MPIELD.-THE GREEK TESTAMENT: 

B1™iX"d1).Th.*. ™fc£?impr'«rf.'^l^ii:^,S'/ISC^P»""li".'«I^l«Il 



BOV'S OWN BOOK (THE) : 

BRANDE-A DICTIONARY OF SCIENCE, LITERATURE, AND ART; 

nUAY.-TME PHILOSOPHY OF NECESSITY; 
B RE WSTBR.— TREATISE ON OPTICS. 

BUDGE (J.)-THE PRACTICAL MINER'S GUIDE: 

Canpriiiir I S<I >l IMf iwiBtlrtnl lUilia >dii«el a aU Iti tiiwki of Oblique «r 

EiVf^i'oI DilIU, Jisdei, Sltdii, UolHns, IdhcihIMi Dlilwcci, Htlfku, cie. Br 
BOLL.— HINTS TO MOTHERS, __ ^ __ ^ ^^_^ 

BULL.-THE MATERNAL MANAGEMENT OF CHILDREN, 



BURNS.— THE PRINCIPLES Of 



loin. atuiTflU 'I ''')■*■"' ^'I' '■V<''»'< •<" 't' n Wn reilllln »/ f ellilon, »£ 
I'^n'lS, ikHW, •■"i^t. <>i'«7»n, u'of'.iiM^IV'iiiuiil'Tri^'i f«'nl7Jf 



BUTLER.— SKETCH OF ANCIENT AND MODERN GEOGRAPHY. 



BDTLER.-ATLAS OF ANCIENT GEOGRAPHY. 

CALLCOTT.-A SCRIPTURE HERBAL: 

WHbiipni<l>sllWW<w<Iii|nrin|>, Df Lwlj CaUcMI. SfDviinnroSn.ll.b.cJ 

•b«f to ■ tTlmbli •nrUux Air fUb M*mi tfktr ^naHm' Aw Tutct 

'■ tS'^^ ami (•• .^Sw^7(~ ^i '>• Iniy w <V < iflb <tf*l 

CATLOW.-POPULAR CONCHOLOCY; 

Or. (b* flhcQ CiUhi Aiwwmmt* i Wlu h IqlHCktllontv At mm*tn Onui 
iriAiikHEbaClbiNiurJlltaurrol IhcAntaati. m* unnl of Ot 
8briKu'>«Bplci-" '-■— ''-■ -'■'- ■— "■— — ■ " 



CH&LENOII POETICAL REMAINS OF MARY CHALENOR. 

rcr.an.ti.chitk. 
CHALBNOR. -WALTER CRAY, 

CLAVBRB.— FOREST LIFE. 
THE COLLEGIAN'S GUIDE; 



A<~ 't'j'm'imillM till arlHIb Ui/Mmllm n kitrpliv I' tttttrc 10 Uiw««nH«i 
>T.jlrH-iIiu_i.. {(^.l^iltrMlitrH Aaf iMA<tihitnrrl''i't'c*<^!o»'i if 
l*( inwnl «Uir«, irwrUn aiiAi >^ nA and «•»« •/' Mn^. uMdliln tablNtUli 

111 ttuJinl tf ajhil-mt •Al'tlmm. fSU t^umlrtw-l, Urirm Inf. (1. /H ^ ttlmtl 

ilS'V^li.'.Sil'ml:'^ Sit tHt(ttiCf'E»i>>'7'di l^tt KKsS!'*'tH ill d^rn'n 

ctontAr, (fn<w M>/rM<lKrMlb(Ilnmli«, la^jfrHu^la, 1( ■ JuAlnr nuro 

;;OLTON.~LACONi OR, MANY THINGS IN FEW WORDS. 



CONVERSATIONS ON BOTANY. i . i i i, u, a 

CONVERSATIONS ON M1NERALOOY. 

Willi PLii1t<,eDenv«dbrllr.uidkfn.LDn7.froDiOTlKlDkIDnvlD^- U EdUloa. «blug«d ■ 

COOLEY.— THE HISTORY OF mARITIME AND INLAND DISCOVERY. 

Bj w. Q. Cooler. Eiq. I ToJo. fodiov sn. with VlfUlu nUH>. lav. cioi^. 
COPLAND.-A DICTIONARY OP PRACTICAL MEDICINE] 

M.d', C«iiihtuFphTii^>»toauaoOhnlotte^Ljtaf-lBPavriia1i Senior PbTilclmo Lbs 
ROT^lDlnni^arCUMHOI HcsIht o( Ibo BoTll Collin ol Pln^clinl, Londem^ of Ihi 

CROCKER'S CLEMENTS OF LAND SURVEYINC. 

T. O. ^gJ,i^'smTli,'KcS'.''T"wh"b'm •iSol.'TABiaj otsixrusiBi 
LOGABriBHS, OK, nnrtoiRidnl h, Rlohird Fula,, of Ibo Namlol Aloiuu EiuUlak. 
*.* n* loork lAMVioii' fl MflH'f i-nff«^k tni mufi iteK «iallfr bat brntaidBij ikire 
art HflO rl^iflVt (HlllfKllV •«» /■>" «■• minute tit'rttioil rclnrijig la Ht madFrm 
PFMfjHor^snfndViH'A mtn^li Hitkaitt Ihr aH af angutar faittnmrnU, Thl mtthai 
of PJtlHiv aiUte, «< MiNw or <n»l[iu (i'lr ir^ni, on d'icilicd, cl>. do. TJi 
Airttr •■ fiMrlBiv ibo <l ■». 

OF FRANCE, 



DAHLMAMM.— HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH REVOLUTION. 

Inl-ti^iiliiUKUUm^iil fjC^uMoa If milltm l/JruSir w'tlHi,' \a sHilli, •HH. 
Durr ^ til lIMtrr « TFlafM n tritf, tMynMaai, aflavT'lal. M, C*«lao*i< li~ >irr 

ffiiWoirJ, rif Bpf A ail Bbiodf aafirrfmuJrtf HHivA ^ iiH flndMto. jir^r'/fw5ffyi«trf*H 
4bff*dr«IH"r«ppmJfF^tloir. Hr.U«r^tfrAuf«(loiil«avrfr,HffHffcB'''.''— Eualbn. 

□ATY(SIRHDHPHRY;.-BLEMeNTSOFAQRICULTURALCHEMISTRY 



DK CUSTINK— RUSSIA. 






lUi t» Si ^^ trnmlt fitmtri^aiS 4n*fiSi»i'r^U Off attamtUH if ttmsat', tan- 
<ii^mklt tkrtm i mm, aW ■ fvansT «»' AfmitaafteM ■«i«H9'o*r3H*f*ff uU mkU^ 

uwrfrUamvlpitaMmtframtkafttmMaitfkitwtrt 






i)E STKZBLECKKP. E.KTHE PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF NEW 

Aiprj-j, dvri fa* lln hit A44fm tf (JU PrttUewl a/IAe O^MraphUalSvcitlri tjtff a/n mtt 
witk lkimi.it etrdinl apfroimtitm rf Ikr S'tTtt^f ot Slalf/tT tilt Ctlvrntet, ^ thtit Sx.Mm. 

DOCTOR (THB), ETC. 



^'na^ »i »i 



r,jjjK; 



In!* II ■■ ■ HHIrifU «■! litiMt hnjm aiilltrilf U ajlra Itar l^luMi/b Ur aKl!..." 

DODDRinOK.— THE FAMILY EXPOSITOR; " ' "*'' ■""»'^"'"- 

DONOVAN-TREATISE ON CHEMISTRY. 
DONOVAN.— A TREATISE ON DOMESTIC ECONOMY. 

UOVER.-LIFE OF FREDERICK II. KING OF PRUSSIA. 

Bf Lord DpTer. ?dBdltlOD- S«H>li.0ro, vlik PoT1nlt.S8«.botnl>. 
DRUM MONO.- FIRST STEPS TO BOTANY, 

DUNHAM— THE HISTORY OF THE GERMANIC EMPIRE. 

- ■ -- -UHOPj;^ DURINU THE^^mBTOBY' OF '■01-*NP. B» Dl. 

THJ UVBS OF THKKARLy WRITERS 

THKLlves O^ BBITISH DHAHATISTa. 
IwdinpS-a.iTltliVlliitlie'niiil. l^.<™lk' 

V OF FICTION: 

ELLI0T80N. —HUMAN PHYSIOLOGY; 

THE ENGLISHMAN'S CREEK CONCORDANCE OF THE NEW TESTA- 



iK> Is rlM !• nd ■ inun^ni (ult, (to! On fiun lutMii •« )•< '< 
Monn •n»i><r< «>■ II. fniiri, Ui iHtlr tttk tcan Ikt mnt tsUtHi •: 
tirtfiilHai tut m-mrnHti tUb^na-Hi rXnti V^rliu icorlt In ■ C 

FAREY— A TREATISE ON THE STEAM-ENCINE, 



"■EHGUS.— THE HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
FIELD —POSTHUMOUS EXTRACTS FROM THE 



" A "orl ullrf ™i«iB. mmf "W"' U'tU, ami mtricn •>». hplci, lift iqrnll.i 
ILlJ^ T'Ju'a "" tlUd !^li''-SIS^' •"*"■• <i/ 

F0R8TEB. -STATESMEN OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF ENGLAND. 

F08BB0KB.— A TREATISE ON THE ARTS, MANNERS, MANUFAC- 



OLEIO.— LIVES OF THE MOST EMINENT BRITISH MILITARY COM- 

GLENDINNING — PRACTICAL HINTS ON THE CULTURE OF THE 

GOLDSMITH'S POETICAL WORKS. 

GOOD.— THE BOOK OF NATURE. " """' 

QRAUAM. -ENGLISH; OR, THE ART OF COMPOSITION 

GRANT (MRS.. 

GRATTAN— THE HISTORY OF THE NETHERLANDS, 

GRAY.— FIGURES OF MOLLUSCOUS ANIMALS, 

OKAY AND MlTCHBLL-a ORNITHOLOGY.— THE GENERA OF BIRDS; 

tL'fflJiK^ Hpedei, nittn* to Ib^r &«*« nl CeDcra. Br Gflone Robsf I Cnr, Acui, Imp. 
n*A» ITL..^.., floe. CttMV. Bh^ot Aulalul dI Ihe Zoolagirftl UeurliDEDI, Drillah 






rlilnrnxinfTltQhnifin, dUrt Bmrili ■■ 
enuitttmrUtrmtmmMI: TUmmtmltaMtn 
Onttt tint ^wlamlgmt-JmitHtt, ttrntbnmm «f ■ 
u ll( aiH mtm Titnln. Ar riAiHBr •» (Mr JMi 



SlSL3S'32S 



UREBNEB.— THE CUNj 

ORBENCR.— SCIENCE OF CUNNERY, 

QREENWOOD (COL.|— THE TREE-LIFTER; 






HALL— NEW GENERAL LARGE LIBRARY ATLAS OF FIFTY-THREE 

/>Di> Ctnlat u N«Hii7'* ■•let *• mn^ih/ne Pntlma ^Cmmln, n •• •iUrftJ teal,, 
HALSTED— UFE AND TIMES OF RICHARD THE THIRD, 

iKm u Oii^faiBl Pklun In Uh poHuiEoii of (lif Pigfal HDnganUE l^ind SUJord, hhtcf 

»-if»H>i •ImdlcOtH ti IHllKlrivW lad ll^/otiiatll ckamfU« tfkilltflctl irnll." 

.-THE ECONOMY OF. WASTE M 

tflmtmlaJmU'tn^Ul 






<mli mH. Itgl^ mAniItt, Ht hml lUipl't'* •' •••^•^ * T'< 

HAND-BOOK OF TASTE; 



HANSARD.— TROUT AND SALMON FISHING IN WALES. 



HARRIS— THE HIGHLANDS OF, ETHIOPIA; 



iirt mtlbimbkii Ar Otlr rrtatn Kit l»4lt toMtai, (lilr •Irfun •■il liilt dI«i. Tii 
UiltrUfiiSltmnirawitirimlUtittlmtMiilltntUi Hunai mmt, •ilartlkt, or onltir 

UAWKEIt.-INSTftUenONS TO YOUNO SPORTSMEN 

eulHRd. uJ Improiid. vUk Blfli^tn Plain ud trisdciili.'lir Adlanl ud Bramlo*' 
" n^»I n^nn n'oln "liwMnilt •/ ani^tv nllliini •/ Ola poimlsr nrl, Itil •• 
HK aula narln (1< naartaai <iiillica(i»> V '*• MHli, Btic) jtiu lirl iiaii III auiarsacf , 
«<•»<• Irlw lanii'rMnkV ''"'■'■ti''' nlallaa fa llajI'Wl*^ (■•, Ain Ca IJU 
KltrtMaHn/.^Llurur oSuB. "'' °" 



rfr.'*— Qaancrir Bavicw,KD,14&. 

UENSLOW.—THC PRINCIPLES OF DESCRIPTIVE AND PHYSIOLO- 

NV^^, J^8.^B™Lo-, >I,A. F.I^. na. rMl«ap8.d..lll, VLjoail.tl.!.. 

■A TREATISE ON ASTRONOMY. 
HERSCHEL. — A PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE ON THE STUDY OF 



D» enaiLOD— A dTtca toTrtdcapeoTle— TkiliED| i 



n^dbj Cudi - Cajda -TauUa|— Dj Oaut 
HINTS ON LIFE: 

HOARE.—A DESCRIPTIVE ACCOUNT OF A NEW METHOD OF 

3.^«"»V?VI7i»^-J.y™il'J^r^fI^^Ja»la?^^«^.J»^.'AiaiV7JIJ1'.JI«lSM.'' 

UOARE— A PRACTICAL TREATISE ON THE CULTIVATION OF THE 
UOBBES^-ENCLISH WORKS OF THOMAS HOBBES, 



HOLI,AND,-A TREATISE 0^ THE MANUFACTURES IN METAL. 

HOLLAND.— MEDICAL NOTES AND REFLECTIONS. 

BBirurdluiTta (be Queep, ud P^fBldu Ed ifiilnmrj id Hla RorkL Hlf luiaia PFlnea Albci 
HOOKER.— THE BRITISH FLORA. 

UnilkB jukiilll^fll^^.H. LLdTF^^. ud L,S. (icdcilc. (lb Bdillii'ii, ■[! 

HOOKER AND TAYLOR.— MUSCOLOCIA BRITANNICA. 



.— SIBUCAL CnmCISM ON THE FIRST IFOUR 



fIRST IFOUR- 



HOWITT (MARY).— THE CHILD'S PICTURE AND VERSE BOOK, 



il Ouptrhkgt 4n Vao4, 



HOWITTIMARYI.— THE H FAMILY: TRALINNAN ; AXEL AND 

UtB 1b ^Wtdtn. Dt rredrlkm Brtmcr. |D| NINA. Bf Frnlrila BnKFr. iWsluc^t 

Tnblftied b; MV7 HnwUL. M EdLdobi bj Umrj Homitt. a nit. pMlHTO. 3I«. U- 

HOWITT— THE RURAL LIFE OF 



HOWITT— VISITS TO 



□OWITT.-THE LIFE AND ADVENTURES OF JACK OF THE MILL, 

HOWITT— THE RURAL AND SOCIAL LIFE OF CCRMANY: 

Wllb CbuKUiUllF Bhelcbn at lu rblif Cillei mid ^™^ CoUitHd 1> • GcunlTour, 

••IFt mrilallj rfwr* «iir i.ii-fc(l« tf Ht Vllil af Mr. Hurlltt culumr, att wlrtwflt 
J^niotrltt lit'e^S'SltrSltt nlM /wm </ ctimler ami boSii !flteimt lift, rldl"£fi^. 



no WITT— WANDERINGS OF A JOURNEYMAN TAILOR, 



HOWITT-COLONIZATION AND CHRrSTIANITV: ^ 

HOWITT.— THE BOVS COUNTRY BOOK: 

HUDSON.—THC PARENT'S HAND-BOOK; 



HUDSON—PLAIN DIRECTIONS FOR RUKINQ WILLS 

In CiutoTiDln vltklW L», iM MmcDlHlr >llk HfntBce n tbe Ael 7 Wn. IT. ind 1 Tlti. 
cM. To 'lilck Ii >ddt<, • iliir KuMklirii ofiki I'w nlu[aiu Oi DIuilhuUonDtrir- 
■i>Dil Eiuuln th> cue orinuiIurTiillk no Conai o[ Willi, and DKbiiiful InfanuilDn, 
dc. Brl.C.Uiidioa.Eti. UlkEdlHon, conKlol, vlibNisInvf CudJndldaUr dHldid 

HUDSON.— THE EXECUTOR'S GUIDE. 

HUMFHREY3.-THE ILLUMINATED BOOKS OF THE MIDDLE ACES. 
Hinipbnn. lIliHnlc^ br i S»le>'°D[ Ipicliuii. amiiiilni o "d^UicVuc r.1 tb< 
nadtfiaatlki IMriHl, bm Iki moil cilcbrntidud iplcmfld HSS. In tbi lupertal ud 

ilcb PnMBa, CtO^lui, ul l4l«ue Ubiulti Hi Giul BrIHIs i mFeiblr pilniid In Gold, 



BUNT.-RESEARCHES ON LIGHT: 

ILLUMINATED CALENDARJ7HE).~THB ILLUMINATED CALENDAR 

puB, Droamenwd With FruHt Ob o OoldOnoAd: Ibcjirkdlfl CDlriHd rrom Sh KhUdHu ta 
*"nuHauTa QfApvo or BiKIur," cuoroLIf troloojed by buid, aad CDrlcbfld vltb tiuld ; 
TbB Boflden primed Id 1>old and Coliniri, ^v Owob Jdhvb, ImpnrliJ 9-0. «Z). boojid Id 

nirf Iffr tf iMi.-'—Kanitl'pm. ") ittry , Itf fu I, St e '•'! V 

■ "J" 'M '"*•'"" "^ till wiMdM DSliiBr, Itt rjMliim tai ilitmfi all Bmiinuori 



JACK BON— PICTORIAL FLORA: 

JAMES. ~A HISTORY OF THE LIFE OF EDWARD THE BLACK PRINCE, 
JAMBS.-UVfEs' OF THE MOn* EMINENT VoREICn"stATESMEN. 
LORD JEFFREY.- CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE EDINBURCM REVIEW. 
JOHNSON.-THE FARMER'S ENCYCLOPAEDIA, 






•uniirn, mml HtMttm it I'l"'*! ct'miatistHii' lAili* If lii mtltt, trt tMeecttArfm 
KANE.-ELEMENTS OF CHEMISTRY; 

ti>lh^E^i]l>iibllaaDcl<t;. 8>d. wllk W Wiwdiui, Hi. emu. 
EATER AND LARDNBK— A TREATISE ON MECHANICS. 

KEI0HTLBY;-O_UTLINES OF HISTORY, 



I rrimnlftn a' nfirct lit 4ttWSmu nllBt tli WltMm ttlttlmt ttailiik, 



KlicStn rrtltiiiiyijMotar _ _ 

-■ -' — ""iJlir.^SSV^f.'iilfjS'—'.^' 

EIRBY AND SFENGE.-AN INTROOUCTION TO CNTOMOLOCV 

aicfnlliiKCU, oribdr Uf llUDOrpbflHI, Food, StnUBrmi, H^LUlDui, Sorlfftlfli, m«tiDn| 
NidiM. H|i»n><lo»i I>u<lmH,>u. Br W. KIAt, B^. F.R.B. lil,s. RiruirDf Buhui 
ud W. Spnci, Euy F.H.e. it LJ. lib EdlUim, torMcud mat couMrniUi iilvc.* 



Hci^taWfrllimlfllinnrtrtlMUiit !• (tllr«<llMr,r>fM|>'°»,'»■ 



KNAFP.— CRAMINA BRITANNICA^ 

1. L K»pp| Ei^. F.L.B. 



"JfHlcif tI<*irH»Ia»r«li<i>(Jbiirl4^«iMiuUt>lM'inwat«riuaiurft«l<«<«> 
lleif jtnni •/ tiMiilUi. TxfalrfnilifiiiHKJtatHlbliiiislMtli. f f Htll, la AA, 
•.iUi^"*<I"liVaM>iinuH, aBfaii,mMi>,<ni<iHf»vlbEl(«iiH«^>MSiiIli 
liaaMiTMlr. *«aan Y>*<f'"r*fai IBB «<<a^ft>l. wilt Wr. HlHa^i (gat t(An 



LAINO.— THE CHRONICLE OF THE KINGS OF NORWAY. 



LAINO.— NOTES OF A TRAVELLER 
LAINO.-^OURNAL OF A RESIDENCE IN NORWAY 

LARDNER'B CABINET CYCLOPEDIA; . 

LARDNER.— A TREATISE ON ARITHMETIC. 

LARDNER AND WALKER.— A MANUAL ON ELECTRICtTY, MAC- 
LA RDNER.— A TREATISE ON CEOMETRY, 
;.— A TREATISE ON HEAT. 

TREATISE ON HYDROSTATICS AND PNEUMATICS. 
LECTURES ON POLARISED LIGHT, 

L. E. L.— THE POETICAL WORKS OF LETITIA ELIZABETH LANDON. 



LEFETRE (SIR OEORRE).— AN APOLOGY FOR THE NERVES: 

Velktv of (h« Bvjil CoIUnf of Pli)<»lGlaiti. l«e Phfflclu to ibe Dritlth Enluiair'u ihe 
Cvqrtgf Bl.PcurtVarfh.tK.i vuhoi of *' Tbe Llf« vT a Trncltia^ Pbralrlu,'^ "Tbennibl 



LIFE OF A TRAVELLING PHYSICIAN, 
LINDLBY.— WTROOUCTION TO BOTANY. 

Br PiDf.I. UmdliT.Fli.D. F.R.S.L-B. etc. Id Kdlllon (IBU),lrtlkCDmrU<iuiiBd c 
•6U Addklma, Sn>. wUk Sli PUleiaDd •uninM. WiKidEiia, )». tliilk. 
LIN DLEY.— FLORA MEOICA ; 

A SYNOPSIS Of THt BRITISH FLORA, 



UNDLBr.— THE TWORY OF HORTICULTURE J 

tl|il>! Bj Jobm lillkr. Fb-D, F.R^S. B>i>. whb lUulnUoDl c« Wb^, Hi. ckilCT 
rttll»tll>rlltnlii «• Id^i 0/ »M»t«»r '*" (•tllBj"! I«r*™*r, oit< lt> KtrxUl 
■■•Inir, ttrmllf , iilU ItinHaHAi y M< MMlafriiioI nifiriniq/ Mn-HnillaHi 

iWH«l«i^i»ft»w«IIM<Vfc»rtttM^rft«»|if«wa«tf-rtt.Aii/niWiMH»., aJi 

LI NDLEY.— GUIDE TO THE ORCHARD AND KITCHEN CAROENi 

Or^ lu Atc«=.I of It. moil -lubK Tridu jjd^v<|jjM^I.. miu^rf ^»G.™^Bri A. . wilb 

LLOVD.— A TREATISE ON UCHT AND VB»N. 
UmiMER.-L£TTERS TO A YOUNG MASTER MARINER, 



(J. C.)-SELF MSTRUCTUN ^ 3_^^__^_ ^^ ^^ j__ 
Bonk'^#talnf, GTometrr, Ucvtarail&n, Prfccticil Trironum^nj, ftfccbulc, Lud-Sarreji 
in*, LtT^lH, PlupD^U tod H«^ng, ArfbllcclonJ I>nv^Dy, ud EunHtrlcal Fro|Kll«ii 
■nd FenfectjTHi iriib Buavl» (hawing ib<lr»ppllcillMii to HortlnJiB™! and AfTlcqJ, 

LOUDON.— AN ENCYCLOPEDIA OF TREES AND SHRUBS; 

1 lnrga<9L.8*a.wtlbDpvudiorV)abBnfr*vlurB on WoDdfSf.J'k.Glnlb. * • • ^ 

Tbe Qjbda&l Work mftv be bnd In B T^. 8to. wltBi kboT« 400 8t«. riaiei of Tnei, nad lunudM 
ol ^oaWosdEiu.lbl.cloUi. 

LOUDON.— AN ENCYCLOPEDIA OF GARDENING; 

LODDON— AN ENCYCLOPEDIA OF AGRICULTURE; 

nn«itlAni (or Itf fntom nroorui la iht BrilUbEtleii ud 3BpplaDinnti,brlnilnBdn*a 
(h« v«k n (h« ratt IBM. BTJ7C.LDad«^.Lj;.Z.udH.a.alf. Hflb RdLllob. B<9- Ulai- 

Lnclutre, covHliilBtliD ibv prsTlDiu BnpplfBentl, v>d lUnitnlvd irllb SB EninTlngk on 



i^UDON.— AN ENCYCLOP,CDIA or PLANTS) 

fiLDBHalATT DrulIU, u M-F tutic ■ bcripDor , wha It B nen BuUah mdor» 10 ^a«#r the 
•««a'*T«rrPUiBl which ho mJtridilTlilDvcT, KDtftcqDtrBftirihFjiifarHittaD napccllBe 

IhvrlDfabjrJ.D. C, B0VHH17, r,lf,S. A Bcir MUton iU41),irt(k*iiewSBnp1vmtiii, cDra- 
pMBf mwj dtdnbl« pudcnUr ntpvctlu idl the FIhu tifC|ln«tflJ ia, o* tnuodaocd tais, 
UflBHT^ Tadn bi tht whole work. 1dl»ibTj.C.LiiiulQK,pc«pUBd h^f. H.DojIn-.JvB., 



V (tan in Ihh <icBurIiJhMilHi. bU £>|Fclu«4la ct Ctlttti ft yUlMt'itkuVaili 
liMUfmuiUlt llUtikrtt, -^ mil i-i^fniflulml r r^rro ■!• inii, it iom llmi 4/ it >lr 

•>• Tho S<inltma,t,trrmT'tni,a-a.Jl. M,iiw.d. 

LOUDON— HORTIJG BRITAMaCUS: 

(18K) , JCh . No- 8m»le.<nl, prn^, ^ddlr lh._dli'M1oi. ol J. c'lowlon. br W. H. 



Loodoi. f.LA. 01c. Bn. iilih obon OM Wood K!t«-lii|>. aii. cfo^? ° ■- "T - - 

LOUDON.-HORTUS UCNOSUS UWDnCNMl 

Or. OoUJont of 4II Iho Uneou PluU CBjtlTUfld lo iho vrifb^gwhODd D( LODdon. T« 



immiti U !(•». •■ lit tH^Utnrtt^illMiySi'a^kTftll, miUtilr'SrS^U 
IS^rSS^t^Mr'ttm^amlmtkiiliit^mrtSSiMtfUl iifjS^Uu mT'im^tSk 
itdattatibmd fa faMMbv nnllh aWICHh ■U«aHTiiftf fa Aht ■■■hv'Bni' 4/ fviftf^ 
iirn«f*'inAf(MV'*HlW,rnwil,aMrnrH<fM UrniiHt (*> f» J." 



F GREAT 

lii'!t'iJdemio('AiSS^m'D7^«dio'iCorrmoiiai», 

«!£wi^^''JHfu^Tiwl; 






LOW.-£LEMENn OF PRACTICAL AGRICULTURE; 

T*nllT D( KdiDhuf k, 4U£d]Uas,w]l£ AI1flTmtiDDiu'dAHldl(luD>,u4]ft^>eSI»WQ«dniL 

MACAULAY. -CRITICAL AND HISTORICAL ESSAYS COKTRBUTED TO 



MACAULAV.-LAVS OF ANCIENT ROME. 
MACKENZIE.— THE PHYSULOCV OF VI»ON. 



MACKINTOSH'S (SIR JAME81 



:iNT08H'8(8 



M'CCLLOCH.— A nCTIONARV, CEOCRAPHICAL. STATrSTICAL, AND 

Bi'.K.H'CiJlKlhlag. atblckiali.STo'.UIaiinHd-liblUiluiitiBpDrluiHipi.U. cljibl 

'• TiattUml t/ li^onalln lUi JJIcllonirf -^'^t « '*• mjiia Ttjinit u (■ Ui liilr 

»i titfnll^'lfi'^Et*'. "'dtilSllitlt lUtltmr ••i ffjuMIt tUimtn imnniiu^iu. 

M'CULLOCH.— A MCIKINARY, PRACTICAL, THEORETICAL, AND 

RISTOIICCAL, OF COMHIKCK, AND COUMEHClAl. NAVIGATION. Bj i, R. 

H'CnlLoTb, EU' An antlKlr I4k« EdlUoa, GORHtsd IbioHboHl, ciilujLcd,4nd Inprvaed. 
I 'ciT iUck>sU »»., lUniuuN KllbMui ud Plui, Mb. ilnlki DtUi-ilnuiVliUf. 
bMii In Riid>,rilb UilUa bwk. 

CmrmMlwUI, alSmfnt aHnuU N «iyU> ■ mmnial ^kMMHty.lfr.V-CknHk'i 
tisNi f> Mnvlir* h«iHhi. All innlirtatinial^ •■MiaiHidArMinHt.y 
■Ml tf >b>Ht l^ ^, ■•»• Minbva'MIW ir«I«HaIW>rtHn,<tMMn ■•lAlu. 
I>»t lii^ltm w Miwh i m al n w . .ThriKcwV'''''*'"'''"*'*' 'fr't'^W'Mt^ 
•ITHain!. Hieiial, ■■< attnri iAm^tn !■ Vint tTiHl ■ ■■rllaii'liil Otw h7i 
MqiriattlUiMiirlaiilU^TpailMMH^^BiriMlat. atnmdtrtiTiu, 

juMWtf ■fttrtbwMMriwhMitnlfrJ . . .TA uiTM-d, iHHlHtli Ma i^ 
•fnftnmet H tht mfftJkmirt, lAi lHaraac«-«n«f, fJU Jfa toiw ii, a*J JtiJuiraaHif j aitrf lii 

■HwWlivdlirt m&et mmtiuil Hr aa'Afrfl^ (1# ittfot t iKrJ-ArmdrJ arlrbiat tUtlMtr in 
•innifl/ nnDH* I a ffll lliA^r. ai eai ^ tit thMf rfafoni iH^jarnwIWr fatDafri J- 

r»«(rl«ftaIiiin«rDjialari ta^V*"*''^>^'<"">«.*<''^'-nHFCi>7)jlcH«far>lii«^ 
(■•lHi?n*cl>l*nnBaI'rIll'H>a%«<«a«t ■ifnr'^orDrmKtMlf.b.." 

Aitliitifnm Tbi Spacuur V VaiBl U, I»I4, 
M'CnLLOCH.— A TREATISE ON THE PRMCIPUG AM> PRACTICAL 

INFLUENCB OF TAXATION AND THB FUHOmO SVSTGM. B)J..B. ICCiUicb, 

M'CULLOCH— THE LITERATURE OF POLFTICAL ECONOMY; 



MAtTE-BRUN.— A SYSTEM OF UNIVERSAL CEOCRAPHY, 

firm ol lirotnfblcEl UliroTtrT, Ifar FrlnclpLcH ot MwbrmaUrftL Bad PbTilcKl Cngnpb;, 
UcDBrLE1rDrHi!ripTlDD«fromlliFnDtlncrjiLriDarrci.allbr Pulkl] cd and SkE^ CondUlOD 

HARCBT (MRS.t-CONVERSATIONB ON THE HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 
HABGBT.-CONVERSATIONS ON CHEMUTRYI 
HABCBT.— CONVERSATIONS ON NATURAL PHILOSOPHY; 

HARCET.— CONVERSATIONS ON POUTCAL ECONOMYjl 
MARCET.— CONVERSATIONS ON VECCTABLE PHYSOLOGYj 
MA^RCBT—CONVERSATONS FOR CHILDREN] 

HARCET.— CONVERSATIONS ON LANCUACE, 

'^iCbililnii. BrMn.U>rc<i,>aihsr of "Mii^l)miiiiu,"f<E. laao.li.M.cliilk. 
I Otn CnfnMilm arn. JtfgrM (mill onr ■ (r»( itl •/ iHn^ wllk lur wmul 
■ oiullir tunlii^i It lln taittUt of Iti ittua. ntruhin •/' irHnlio ■nniA, 
!• Bt^ui 1/ t^trH, lie IlKiot •/ aaiiitli^ !• IhAho ft< fnttlUn tf difrmi 

'irSlm gT Ituriagt, »' '*• w nTcvMnl nUioin, m ilI/Mimadv ^loI«>/ta (tli 
JjuTracAH fllfk ■«fMtf,'''-Sp«cbUr. 

HARCET— THE CAME OF GRAMMAR, 

"nib • Book al CoinErtBlloDi» ihawlDi (he Hnlfll of Ibc Gaaa, uri klTorilaf &UBpl"< of 
manmer ol p1arl°> ■^ '^ 1° ■ ruBialiad box, er da>H ap u a pail aru. ToluDa, Si, 

HABCBT. -MARY'S GRAMMAR; 

UARCET.-LESSONS ON ANIMALS, VEGETABLES, AND MMERALS. 

MARRIAGE GIFT. 

SIAB& AND WILLIS.— ON THE DECREASE OF DKEASE EFFECTED BY 



PhriMUdi, Mc. FooIkhi b-0. U. clolb. 

MABBYAT.— THE SETTLERS IN CANADA. 
MABRYAT.— MASTER MAN READY^ 

•.■Th.™l™t.,.^.f.(rI/,7..W.tKl. clolb. 
tc tirl »/ B«H.... (i™y. ....»»• i,Kfd'-H, iM ""^H' -« f " -I -Jr^ 



22 CiT*LO0UE OF HEW WORKS 

HAUNDER^TkC TREASURY OF MSTORY; 

I^bS^llu, ■^lrR^I!|li>ii°Huiii°'i>. ud CuHHm. iK. <ic. BiHmul Huldit.'^'^ek 

"In ttt'Tr—mrw*/ Hltmr ' w if llit Kmt ulUUi tfmmr m ttt, llu umt 4Ulgtmt* ^id 
■•IwdMru ntU tiimmutimlt, t*iHBi >Ha HrfMlnfla •■IIIh lt« iHillrr, «<L fa 



MAUNDER.— THE SOENTnC AND UTERARY TREASURY! 

\Kn ml mnln BnnelipiHUi, arSiHBUv ud ili> Billn Uunii lncladluall 
'.J^»""'i /TT.^^™^" *°°*"*"' *"' Uuntiui ud An. TbaubpIiwT 






MAUNDER.— THE UMVERSAL CLASS-BOOK: 

A sew hrlH or RHtiBff Leuoat toritflDBl *Dd telecw^) '« B***? ^T ■■ ^^ Tear i emc b 

iBrfhvltbflvlaDCHj ■]» ■ nrifltraf Onvript(«« IHd SuhiJth PlccH. tnlenpHrKd *[tb 

UONTOOHERY'S (J AM EB) POETICAL WORKS. 
MOORE'S POCTKAL WORKS; 

MdORBS LALLA ROOKH, 
MOORE'S LALLA ROOKH, 
MOORE'S IRISH MELODIES. 



M GORE'S IRISH P 
MOORE,— THE HBTOBY OF IF 

f^'K"'Tr.f'^i'i?'brtt?''^'?!?™'S'''*'^^'"^'^ *'''*' '■'™"^'"^'''^ 



I MORAL OF FLOWERS, 

I MORTON.— A VETERNARY TOXICOLOCICAL CHART 

MORTON—A MANUAL OF PHARMACV, ., 

IbiUipUm. D, W.J.T.MirlMrid"'"''" "> — ii- ii-t II 

HOSBLEY — ILLUSTRATIONt C 



PRACTPCAL MECHANICS. 



:ULLER.-INTRODUCT|pN TO A SCUHTmC SYSTEM Of MYTHOLOCY. 
Uud'ftwalti DciBu br Jiki LiKck. ihi>.ulI«Hsllk"llinBi<>D«Iu," lli.<9iHk.'' 
'■ jmllcr'i tmrnttilln li ■ wtrk^rrtml mrril, *wt, M «r cpialH, (li lultral alM If 

ctn (• ci]^l>l> iriUnil Mlln^i nlullt ■ /n^i^HlIn u, MilMi^t.' "-Guiiilir Tins. 



IPlirBlcuSlrDctDn, thf NaunJKHLOirvr aiKliCDiuitrT, ABdlbe[Ddlut^^Co^- 
EdliiDD,wlibaDB»lemcii(,brinflaffdaw>i1beSla(btlGiL[jBfoniiktiDri covLHlnrHIiilltc Wttk, 
In Diccmber IH9' ullk 99 Hvi. dnan br Bldoir H*!!' 'Bd •pm<l> b( um «b» 
Engti-jBn on Wooil, (mm DrBwlnji bi BwbIb.bb, T. UndiHF, SBwirbr, BlrBn. <h. itpit- 
■cnllDir lEe |»>I T'uurtiikir Oblerii b/Hubii bdI Ail 1b keii RcfloB fj I^ Globe. I •»! 
Jugf >cd. e»o. GO>JtBl^Bf BpwBTdi bT LiOD pB^i, SJ. cloA- 

V Til Sufplamiml, coHtmimiyg tkw miMtlmpBrlmmir^trntimfmrmallaii, 



NISBBT (JAMES],-THE FRENCH IN RHEMSTADTi 
OFIE (MRa,)-FATHEB AND DAOOKTEH. AND TEMPER. 
OPIBIMRS.l-ADEUNE MOWBRAY, OR THE MOTHER AND DAUGHTER. 
OWEN.-LECTURES ON THE COMPARATIVE ANATOMY AND PHY«- 



FARKES.— DOMESTIC DUTIES; 
PARNELL.— A TREATISE ON ROADS; 



i..«iv.'"~'~- 
M MTROOUCTION TO PRACTICAL ASTRONOMY : 






PERCIVALL.-THE ANATOMY OF THE HORSE) 
PBRCI V A LL.— HrPOPATHOLOCY I 

PEBBIBA.-A TREATISE ON FOOD AND DCT: 

(trnaai ftad u AhosbI df lb« INcIkriHOf ■DmHgf tka priftchMl WMjopnUtui nJothH 
^(■tabhphiiieatiror PiiaBaH»Li«Ma«^TlmlMtt, CUkditD, tht Bkk,eu. D; Jon. Percirt, 

(lam* ■■< Ad « mmt U •Ilk wiinnillf It (il •n/'BlDia'ill'f kI iu! Imv-VBhuTa™*! 

PESCHEL (O. T.V-ELEMENTg OF PHYSICS, 

Fvt I. PosdnnUi BoUo, B; C. V. Pcirhel. Pilnclpd ol Ibi Ronl HUluir OoUm. 

Fi]ILLIPa.-AN ELEMENTARY INTRODUCTION TO MMERALOGY: 

•DdCknniDiaUDCci ImtUrh iteran loaml. B> WUUan FUUliia. VX^. UJ^.B. lU!. tti 

KdlUan, lagaUoabl) ai[BEiiU«f lir R. Allu, F.H.S.B. Sn. suunraa Cmla. lli.eloik. 

PHILLIPS.— FIGURES Ji DESCRIPTIONS OF THE PALXOZOK FOSSILS OF 

CORNWALL, DKTON.aiul WBSTSOHBHSET: Dbiemillii tkicmn ' ' ' ' 
GciiLD|Ic>I SmiTir «' UU DIUilcI. Bi Jukii PUIHpi,. T.R B. r.Cl.H. al 

PHlLUPa.— A GUIDE TO GEOLOGY. 

I'HILLIPS— A TREATISE ON GEOLOGY. 

PORTER.— A TREATISE ON THE MANUFACTURE OF S|LK. 

PORTER.— A TREATSE ON THE MANUFACTURES OF PORCELAIN AND 

PORTLOCK. -REPORT ON THE GEOLOGY OF THE COUNTY OF 



FOSTAITS (CAPTMN)^-PERSONAl OBSERVATIONS ON SMDH, 

Aiaat.SliU, ■ni.wlik>lqi/cA*(lFninUarlaca,aD"lllu£lHiiDisii WaDi. I8k 
•■FwrlU ImltTKIOfihlmUt cflltm aaiiam tut Baumt 1/ llii SlmMltm, rf all 



FO WELL.— THE HISTORY OF NATURAL PHLOSOPH"r. 

Fion Iki Eunal PlrtcJl HP ih. FrEHDl ■One. BJ B«l>. Powell, M. *., SiiiUu PnifuiDi 
el MuhCBHin In tbe UnlTerfi? (rfOitonl. Fc«p. »>o. Vljiieile title. «i. clmfc. 
PROCEEDWCS OF THE ZOOLOCtCAL JOCtETY OF LONDON. 

QUARTERLY JOURNAL OF THE CEOLOQICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON. 

riiiH oFouki; la Klii'i CQlle[^, Lcnd^'l VIce-SiiKlur <>' ibi l^iilo(lrU ^idiir- 



BANKE (PROFESSOR). -RANKE'S HISTORY OF THE REFORMATION. 

RBECE.— THE MEDICAL CUKlEi 

HDDuTrknt. Bf ^. BcKe, H.n., lBLa*r*Uow ollkt lUrklC^JUgc or Suftommt LoDdvni 
REID (DRO- ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE THEORY AND PRACTICE OF 

VKNTJLjtTiaHi wilk HimiHli nn Wmlna, Eicli^n Ltekllnr, ud Ih! ConiiDIllnllDa 
sltliMdd. Ig^O.B.IliU,MJ>.F.il.S.B.<M. »n.>llhiai(ni»,ui<lB»EiinT|ppu> 



BEPTON.— THE LANDSCAPE GAROEMNC & LAMMCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
of lh« ^Mt HunhHT IwUB, Vh.i belaf bb enHnWoAa dd Ihttv tablccu. New 
Kdltlon. wHb u Kliuricil ud Sdinillc InuSduilDii, • ■•utmuk Aul-ili, mBinnpbltil 
Holki, Nsui, ud • coplDQi AlpbibeUEil iDdEi. B) J. C. LD>diin,F.Lle.. elc. (M^DiII; 
Er npwudi dISW Bii|im-la(>,iJ3 PoRnU. SOa. el«k i allk totmiri Pluti.M. b. clolk. 

BIDDLE-A COMPLETE ENCUSH-LATM AND LATM-ENCUSH DIC- 



II RIDDLE.— A DIAMOND LATIN ENGLISH Dl 

II RIDDLE.- LETTERS FROM AN ABSENT GODFATHER: 
II BIDDLE.-ECCLESIASTCAL CHRONOLOGY; 



ROBBRTB (GF.ORGEX— THE UFE, PftOCRESSES, AND REHUJJON OF 

" ntn )u liin HHt «lltnH HKi In Itr wuhMh sT lUnrL h bhI UriMfn- 
/In, ta«l am^mmKiml, lad ill (l( Ami riliKiv It ll' laHRf, 1*>I II •Wl 1' (WHAM !• 
f rris< !• ■tilt II r^in. Jlr. R>l>f li toi yJ^™* "• '■^^■* >'i'»<<m, I> Iriiv 
■*«>raMiiV< m^ nHlwhu ^ illir ■nlUn!^-. R>t^%« kn •>'• I« lak nwl ■ 

ROBBRTa— A COMPREHENSIVE VIEW OF THE CULTURE OF THE VINE 
ROBERTS.— AN ETYMOLOGICAL A?» EXPIANATORV DKTIOrMRY OF 

ROBINSON.-CREEK AND ENCUSH LEXICON TO THE NEW TESTAMENT. 
ROGERS.— TW VEGETABLE CULTIVATOR; 

CmUii1d|b pImId udmCEonU DtKripUon of 111 tk t dif cnDf Sperlci DfCnllnur T^T^ubln. 
hni Hodo or CdokLu thcuB i •IphK^UnllT unurd. Toeeihn- nklb 4 1>f icrlBiIdD o4 thi 
Fbrilal HoIh <■ Oei^ Uk. iUh. nmc ft<c<^cai)D> oTilc Litt of Pklhp HAltr, V. A.S. 

ROMS^THe HBTORY OF ROME. 

S toll, roolinp Sto. vIEh Vlnnto TlUti, lOt- elolb- 
R0NALD8.— THE FLY-VSHER'S mTOMOLOGY, 

ROSCOE. -LIVES OF EMMENT BRITJEH LAWYERS. 
BANDBYfREV. OJ- MESMERISM AND ITS OPPONENTS: 

aANDFORD(HSV. JOHnI-PAROCHIAUA, 

SANDFORD, -WOMAN IN HER SOaAL AND [>OMESTIC CHARACTER. 
8AN '>J]^RD.— FEMALE IMPflOVUMENT, 

•nd ErWflal lyuoniiitr.. Br Jobo Nanlcii, F.B.a. md B.A.a. PraltHor ol HiUt. 
InlWHojJiniltMjCr"-- - * "- — ..^-=— .. -. 




SC0HE8BY.— MflCNETFCAL INVESTIGATIONS. 

b* tbH Bit. WJlLhD Scoreibj, D.D. F-UrS L. aod Er«tc, fic, CampritlDr TnrtirlgatiDaa 
ra]]nirnlBi (^ Lat or ?rluciplri ■ffccIlngTlw ?o»raf Munrllc btttl PrMHi^Butt Id 
VIC. u tiao ffoaieraJnf (hft ^mpbUlifr Fovm of Cui Itdp, Put Jiaro-wil^Flaleti it. 

SCOTT— THE HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. 

EDWARD SEAWARD'S NARRATIVE OF HS SHIPWRECK, 



EmlHur, UIU4 br Hlu luc Fuite 



SELECT WORKS OF THE SRITISH POETS: 

FioB CkuHr u WDktn. WhkBliwnilileilSlHIcliei.lnR.BogUwr.LUD. ll>r|i-al. 

Sn. aia.clsiki srlli.U.iTlIk^ltt^i. 
SELECT WORKS OF THE BRITISH POETS I 

VLthUonqiUL'al ud Critical Pnhmahr I>r. AlklB^ 
A I4» UlUn, vUk SBpfksBfDi bj lAcjAlkLii, Rmri.IlBt tt athctiaaB froA lb« Workt of 

SERMON ON ^H£ MOUNT (THE), 

FllDIid Id U^d*^'c9liiin° ^Ihi U W airlETlrilk Omi'lMDlU Bordin br Owed J9dh| 
Anblucl. DDd idcriiDfiDm DDmlni br W. BauU, Eiq. gB4U Sn. 11>. boDDd In u 

SHAKSPEARE, BV BOWDLER. 

- >Ui;li dciUdi li uldid m Iha Ori|l>iJ Ten I kDllboi, 

SHEIxLEY, ETC.— Lives OF THE MOST EMINENT LtEPARY MEN OF 

S.oL..l'i»llc.pfto.»llbViiD«l.'Tilii,ia;.tLmb'!'' ' ' " "■ ' ""B™"!'.'"- 

SHEtLEV— UVES OF THE MOST EMINENT FRENCH WRITERS. 

BIkEdlilDD. TD«blEb>n>dded,Prenru[orrrTD>. BiHii.B • ■ • ■ ' IcvlmpSvg. 
eiSUONlil!— T^E HBTORY OF THE ITALIAN REPUBUCSJ 

Dt'atiLiuii. ti,52K*''i.Mii™l^e>."Ti™,J^.3i5b.'™*' ■■' '° ■ ' 

SISMONDI.-THE HKTORY OF THE FALL OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 
SMITH -AN INTRODUCTION TOTHE^TimV OF BOTANY. 

SMITH -COMPENDIUM OF THE ENGLKH FLORA. 
SMITH— THE ENCUSH FLORA. 



TH.— THE WORKS OF THE REV. S 
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80UTHEVB (ROBERT 1 COMPLETE POCTKAL WORKGi 

80UTUBV, ETC—LIVES OF THE BRTTBH ADMIRALS: 

WUk ID iDlrstacuiT Vk> tl IlK NinJ HI««t >I E«lud. Br^ Rnllicj 
e. Btll. E>4. • loLi. roolmp *ti>., wllh riiDclIc TIIIh71>. mm. ElDIk. 

BPALDINO— THE PHILOSOPHY OF CHRISTIAN MORALS, 

SPIRIT OF THE WOODS. 

BFOONER— A TREATBE ON THE STRUCTURE, FU^CTIONS,^ AND 

STEAM ENGINE, 



STBBBINO— THE HBTORT OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH, 
8TEBBISG.— THE HISTORY OF THE REFORMATION. 



aTBEL-B SHPMASTER'S ASSISTANT, 

gl^Tl (InlHd Klnidiiia, Iki BitUik fLdIUIu 1> AMrln, CaSr. u j lilt ol Hu i In thi 
RMlIoiHu, Cm tl iaat Hsoa, Nnt Bmlb Wllu, h1< Vu Dltnu'i I,ud| BaDnllDi 
AcU I FllDUn amubiMI iHTui ul SeoHuil i Idiburi ; ConuiircUl Tnulii ; Quit 
Oarrti n ShlHlii. tie. New EdUloii. eoiHcted In J.Kiikiiuii, SgcRurruibi - --- 

liilt. u< CUu^iiSfllillia. WlkTl>hli>tlHoil(ei,%ll^u, Ununi, ua Elcka 
ByDT.KiUr- WIlL > SnpFlemlll. 1 liiiiTiil.Bni.il. ki. club. 

8TB0NO —GREECE AS A KINGDOM i 

SUMMERLY (MRB. FEUX).-THe MOTHER'S PfilMER! 



A PREUMMARY DISCOURSE ON THE STUDY OF NATURAL 



Icif. Sn. irllli frl»ii'«n« Tlll»»i3'Wi»»U 
OABrrB AUD INSTINCT OF AN[UALS. 

vlniiu and Wiwl»ii, <•. tloth. 
ANlUALSIMUBNAaEKIU. BfW.Snln- 

■m, Eh^ Tnpp Bw- VInttt* Title tm4 



•■S nnalUTIIItnl W«MgiMi,*>. IIMk. 
BiHfUkii ol loihiriHi, Hi NMko at 
IkiS WHb. Few. •»■ lUk Purtiill of 

ll>tA<lW,g>.<:l°lk. 

SWITZERLAND— THE HKTORY OF SWITZERLAND. 

TATE.-HORAT1US RESTfTUTUS) 

TATE -THE COtTTINUOUS HISTORY OF THi LFE AND WRrTMCS OF 

bT, PAUL, enlbahuU D( (be Acll i nllb jDlcrEilKjUailar DfaacrfldNKTrmUTr, ■uppLled 
fron Ihff Epiiiici, and cLactdacrd lb wh^ddiJ DUierul^Dna i vllh t\t Hot* Panlliw at 

TAYLER |REV, CHARLES B-KMARCARET; 

."li ioel l> ■rl/lfiilit ■ ilrh iMirtmtl, ,f^l/,l, ••< I> lIlM'll I' >»<Vn_ ILiI .Irrim- 

NOT OF THE WORLD. 



TAYLKB (BET. CHARLES B.|— TRACTARIAMBM NOT OF COD. 



-POCKET COMPENDIUM OF COURSINC RULES & BYE- LAWS , 
THACKBR.— THE COURSER'S ANNUAL REMEMBRANCER, AND STUD- 

THOMSON.— THE DOMESTIC MANAGEMENT OF THE SICK ROOM, 



A LffiRARY EDITION OF BKHOP THIRLWALL'E HrsTORY OF GREECE, 
THOMBON'B SEASONS. 

s,u.. cT.m°£^'"i.. 'io,irK-'ii«<°»i"rtt b"?V.SK?b"H.,d.,. n>. 
TUOMSON.-AN ELEMENTARY TREATISE ON ALCEBRA, 

Uitotnlli i>t"l.>(fiw. °13^%. rSl. "*"' ■ " **™ " "MM 1 at 



THOMSON JJOHM).-TABUS OF KTEREST, 



'. Ta wlilcli ■"j;"'^^!* ''™' •I'l'^KVu^ 



TOMLINS. — APOeuLAR LAW DICTIONARY; 

FuUiuLj<i,Udldll|'ni(TinuviilNUl>Mi><ED(rlllbLll>i 1 

TOOKE.--A HISTORY OF PRICES; f™„i7ia,»,b. Pn 

TRANSACTIONS OF THE ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY, 
TRANSACTIONS OF THE ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON 
TRANSACTIONS OF THE ROYAL INSTfTUTE OF BRITKH ARCHITECTS OF 



LONDON. 
OF THE INSTrTunoN OF CIVIL ENCNEERS. 

ORLD, 



TURNER— THE HKTORY OF ENGLAND, 




TUItTON-a (DR.) MANUAL OF THE LAND AND FRESHWATER SHELLS OF 

AddEll4>Q>. Bv John £ikifar^ <irar. Keeper ot (h« Zoqlggiml bsUflctibii Ld rh« frlrlth BturiuK' 
Pott »*o- *l1h WoodcdUp Bnd li »Jauiwl PUtHj lOf- cloi^- 
U ER'S FAIRY TALES. 



nBE.-DtCTIONARY OF ARTS, MANUFACTURES, AND MKCS; 

ConlnlDlnr • <liv EifoiMoii «I iBdr Frinclplei ud PtKilce. Bt Andiiw Uk, U.D. 
F.It.8. U.li.B.H.A.S.LnDd.tH.Aud.N^. Fhllad.ia.rh.EDc.K. binn. Huii'.i HuIIH. 

UBB (DRO — RECENT rMPROVEMEKTS IN ARTS, MANUFACTURES, 

^ fto. wilk nuM.™pi Woo* Eimli^, Ifa. claih. ' ' 

• MilKti alftt II Mill, Ui ton invV^o'lr •i*'"''^'' SInnTfi •■tRnlln, h>- 
Iri)>rj»I t»i lin> au^i In nr frolo.. KiralUc *ii/i>lrifr'l •■' ««fA»lIr « '*'r 



rtftrfntt It lAt ilitAmt mud pitv'r. It eojllmln ufwarL b/ IDOO f af^n. aTI rt/^^n rjl« 
rlddfeuf taftoiu ^ lAe trti cAni iMrrlarf 6/ the tgt, Svtrr atyjtmt tmi Iner mf tit 

WABDLAW^-^KCOURSES ON THE PRMCIPAL POINTS OF THE SOCINJAN 



Mil rolald lb lUlt •linHif mi nurilrnMx ilnrH w'llo' Un' o/ arinnr'n '*• 
WaV. nil KBar*< ■<'> lUlffiibmrdr^''';,'"" •tl'Tt^cttnfS^l.iam 



WBB3TEB.— AN ENCrCLOPXDIA Of DOMESTIC ECONOMY ; 

in^ CuHhu— Fiiuintlaiii of Hidlk- Dgniallc U^kilr, 



■eiuc&wlu." 1 IHck nl.W^Um 



wr* •f tV<a lirfoA^ In lib aW vr/'l 

, , .- -. . -J alll > IWiHH sUil bnn mUlw » l( tf'ifrr^. Ilimi 

krtSlUtUrtl ft lU rdUtr n imHm (AnH wHkm m Utr, ■ kiaMr' •/ ■rlKbrn >ill 

lib »■» •/ (Mr HrtM Mnn b Ai rrAul^ ^ ■ xtMi ntfat iS^MiXnlfW, 



F THE VrreRNARY ART} 



WHITE'S CONIPENDIUM OF CATTLE MEOKME ; 



WHITLEY— THE APPLICATION OF CEOLOCY TO AGRICULTURE; 

WIOAN (DB. A. L )— THE DUALITY OF THE MMD. 

mm V <^< SlnclDct, FodcUoni. ul DIhmu oI tbe BnU. ud bi Ih. rh«.9-n> 

" TAl ••'nH I'At s/*»al<4r<, •■<»• J.ltgr'.Vmlrll. nn vlni Ic/ilH 1, CKmHmrr, 
•,r .Irltliv'r «>■• ''* M(nif>f. "*• Ifprikrwi llul aiwr .to lal< •■ talnflt !• Il( 
•iHlof Ormlmaf lU Infill, aii^ln IhhIImihI «Hm, or no •>> *•» a Adn » 
WiHDrali (!• iih4III» s/'Milniu, lt^II Irlia » munltainrt ulicl CHlilar •Im 
■Iimlarb KbbHl»tfi>riH(HH«ia(' (*«intl««. CMill>liv/r«>.Mr>rttl>t>sr Mi 
■lA <Ufliv^W< lan •*• ilnr tluMri Ut «■■(«#, M' mciMriMton, .H Mrirrurf- 

WILKINBON^THC ENQMCS OF WAR, ETC. 

WILLOOOHBY (LADY)-A DIARY. 

(TUOS.)— THE HBTORY OF SOCIETY IN ENGLAND DURING 



=,Coo^lc 



=,Coo^lc 



\C.,,<,gk 



=,Coo^lc 



